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Arise is a global movement, mobilising Christians to campaign and take 
practical action to transform the world around us through evangelism, 
discipleship, fighting social injustice, eliminating poverty and restoring 
the environment.   
 
The Arise Manifesto is our big picture, researched, Biblical, holistic and 
practical vision for a better world.  It looks at what the Bible says, and 
ʭțǍʌ ʭǸ ǪǍɅ ȺǸǍɶɅ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ ǩǸɾʌ ǱǍʌǍ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ ʭɐɶȺǱẏɾ ȺǸǍǱȡɅȓ ǸʲɳǸɶʌɾ 
on the five major areas of evangelism, disciple ship, social  justice, 
development and the e nvironment.  It then draws these lessons 
together into a practical road map for the changes we need to see in our 
world.  
 
We offer this report as a challenge and a call to action.  We hope it will 
provoke debate, prayer and action, for governments, for church leaders, 
but most of all for us as individual Christians.  We are not powerless Ṿ on 
the contrary Ṿ we really do have the power to change our world.  We are 
all called to be world changers, to lead lives of meaning and purpose 
that make a difference.  We are the ones that God has tasked with this 
challenge.  We are the o ɅǸɾ ʭǸ țǍʬǸ ǩǸǸɅ ʭǍȡʌȡɅȓ Ȓɐɶ ṟ !rise!  
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SUMMARY  
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  
 

The world is messed up.  Switch on the TV, read a newspaper or go online, and straight away 

it becomes clear we are living in a pretty broken and fractured world.  Two out of every three 

people donôt know Jesus.1  There are 56 wars raging in the world at this very moment.2  One 

in every three people lives under terrible human rights conditions.3  One in ten of us live in 

absolute poverty on less than $1.90 a day.4  Greenhouse gas emissions have increased by more 

than 5000% since the industrial revolution began.5  The total wildlife of the earth, on which we 

all depend for survival, has dropped by two thirds over the last 50 years alone.6  This isnôt the 

world our God wants, or that we as individual Christians want to see. 

 

The great news is that we can begin to change this and make a difference.  At the same time 

that we face such huge challenges, our potential as Christians to respond to them is vast.  One 

in every three people globally is a Christian.  Christianity is the worldôs largest and most 

globalised faith.  It is the majority religion in every continent of the world except Asia, and in 

six out of seven of the worldôs most powerful G7 nations.  Out of over 230 countries and 

independent territories in the world today, there are only 41 with a resident Christian population 

of less than 5%.7  The church is the largest civil society organisation in the world.  Its adherents 

are collectively more wealthy and politically influential than those of any other faith.  Most 

importantly of all, we follow the living Lord of the universe ñwho is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.ò 8  The 

 
1 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 
2 UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, Version 21.1, Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Peace Research Institute, 

Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg & Håvard Strand 

(2002) Armed Conflict 1946ï2001: A New Dataset. Journal of Peace Research 39(5): 615ï637.; Pettersson, 

Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, Margareta Sollenberg 

& Magnus Öberg (2021). Organized violence 1989-2020, with a special emphasis on Syria. Journal of Peace 

Research 58(4). 
3 Freedom in the World, Freedom House, (2021) 
4 World Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022) 
5 The PRIMAP-hist national historical emissions time series (1850-2018), Climate Watch, World Resources 

Institute, (2022) 
6 Living Planet Index, World Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022) 
7 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 
8 Eph 3: 20 
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Father hears and answers our prayers,9 Jesus is with us ñalwaysò 10 and the Holy Spirit guides 

us and gives us everything we could ever possibly need for the task.11 

 

If we come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian vision for a better world, we really 

can make a massive difference and begin to turn our world around.  We can begin to see the 

number of people who come to know Jesus dramatically increase, conflict in our world reduce, 

human rights and democracy improve, poverty decline and our natural environment restored.  

Of course, there are millions of Christians who already live lives of radical service, as well as 

thousands of churches and Christian organisations doing amazing things in so many areas.  But 

collectively, we are still not living up to our potential to really have a world changing impact.  

We are a sleeping giant.  We need to come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian 

vision for a better world.  We need to Arise! 

 

This report is an attempt to bring us together and sketch out what a Christian vision for a better 

world might be, then consider how we can get mobilised to achieve it.  We begin in Part 1: The 

Mission of the Church by considering theology.  What actually is Godôs big story in our world?  

What is the role of his church in delivering that story?  What is the important role we each have 

to play as individual Christians in rolling that story out?  We then suggest a process to discern 

what Godôs vision for a better world might be.  In Parts 2 ï 6 we follow this process and go on 

a journey to explore the shape of this vision together.  We explore the five critical areas where 

the world needs to see transformation: Evangelism, Discipleship, Social Justice, Development 

and the Environment.  We look at what a better world would mean in each of these areas, then 

consider where we have come from, where we are going and where we need to go next.  This 

enables us to build a clear vision for a better world, together with the concrete steps we need 

to get there.  (These steps are summarised in a box at the end of each section in the full report, 

and collected in the Appendix.)  Finally, in Part 7: Mobilisation Plan we address the practical 

matter of how the whole church, and we as individual Christians, can mobilise to bring about 

these transformations.  Of course, we know our world will never be perfect until Jesus returns 

to usher in his kingdom in full, but it can and should be a lot better than it is now.  In Part 7 we 

find that surprisingly, the key to unlocking this vision and beginning to make it a reality lies 

not in the hands of politicians, economists or captains of industry, but with ordinary people like 

you and me living it out, just as Jesus always planned. 

 

We offer this report and its vision for the church and the world in the twenty-first century, as 

both a challenge and a call to action.  We hope it will provoke debate, prayer and action, for 

governments, for church leaders, but most of all for us as individual Christians.  We hope it 

will play a part in helping to awake the sleeping giant of Godôs people around the world.  Now 

is our time.  There is more to life than this.  We are not powerless ï on the contrary ï we really 

do have the power to change our world.  We are all called to be world changers, to lead lives 

of meaning and purpose that make a difference.  We are the ones that God has tasked with this 

challenge.  We are the ones we have been waiting for é Arise! 

 

 

PART 1: THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH  
 

Turning first to theology, Godôs story in our world is one of ócreationô, followed by ófallô as 

humanity turned away from God and broke the relationship between people and God, between 

 
9 Matt 21: 21 ï 22; Mark 11: 23 ï 24; Matt 7: 7 ï 11 
10 Matt 28: 20 
11 Acts 1: 8; John 14: 26 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                                         Summary  

x 
 

people and other people, and between people and creation.  However, then comes óredemptionô 

through Jesusô death on the cross and resurrection, and finally the ógloryô of ónew creationô 

when Christ returns again to usher in his kingdom on earth in full. 

 

 
 

fȡȓʔɶǸ ȡṸ gɐǱậɾ ɾʌɐɶʳ 
 

We are currently living in the period between redemption and new creation.  The battle has 

been won on the cross, and the role of the church, as well as our role as individual Christians, 

is to further extend this victory.  We are to use all of our time, energy and resources to continue 

to expand the kingdom of God, working to restore the world to as close as possible to its state 

of new creation.  We are to lead lives of meaning, purpose and significance, lives that matter 

and make a difference, lives of radical discipleship in every area, bringing the kingdom into 

this broken world with our daily actions.  We are to arise!  This process is all about restoring 

the broken relationships between people and God (evangelism and discipleship), between 

people and other people (social justice and development) and between people and creation 

(environment).  This is a situation that the church can always improve, but one that will never 

be fully completed until Jesus returns. 

 

 
 

Figure ii: Restoring broken relationships  
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So if this is the aim of the church, then it needs a plan for how it is going to do it.  In order to 

develop this plan, the church should first define what success looks like.  Our near perfect 

world would be one where everyone knows Jesus (evangelism) and where everyone is daily 

growing deeper in their relationship with him (discipleship).  It would also be a world where 

all wars are ended, where everyone enjoys fair human rights and lives in free democracies 

(social justice).  It would be a world without extreme or relative poverty (development) and 

one where humanity lives in balance within the safe natural limits of the planet (environment). 

 

 
 

Figure iii: The mission of the church and every individual Christian  
 

In order to determine how to reach this goal the church should: 

1) First look at what the Bible says about each objective: evangelism, discipleship, 

social justice, development and the environment, then 

2) Draw lessons from history about what has worked in the past to achieve these 

objectives, using the most accurate statistics and authoritative sources, 

organisations and experts in each field.  (In this Summary most references have 

been omitted for the sake of brevity, but in the main report and the Bibliography, 

we have provided extensive references for each point.) 

By following this process the church can develop a plan for how to begin to transform our 

world. 

 

INDICATOR  SOURCE 
Evangelism  
Number of people becoming Christians ¶ Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World 

Christian Encyclopedia, Third 

Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020) 

¶ Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., 

World Christian Trends, (Pasadena: 

William Carey Library, 2001) 

¶ Both drawn from the World Christian 

Database, hosted by the Center for 

the Study of Global Christianity at 
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Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary 

Discipleship  
Numbers of people making a whole range 

of behaviour changes that would indicate 

they are growing in their relationship 

with Jesus 

Information not available 

Social Justice  
Number of democracies Polity 5, Center for Systemic Peace, 

(2018) 

Number of people being tortured Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people being arbitrarily 

arrested or detained 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with full access to 

legal rights and protection under the law 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with freedom of 

religion 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with freedom of 

expression 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Countries with a free press Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people facing gender, race, 

disability, sexual orientation or other 

discrimination 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of violent conflicts ¶ Correlates of War, Sarkees, Meredith 

Reid and Frank Wayman (2010). 

Resort to War: 1816 - 2007. 

Washington DC: CQ Press. 

¶ UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, 

Version 21.1, Uppsala Conflict Data 

Program, Peace Research Institute, 

Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; 

Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Håvard 

Strand (2002) Armed Conflict 1946ï

2001: A New Dataset. Journal of 

Peace Research 39(5): 615ï637.; 

Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, 

Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, 

Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus 

Öberg (2021). Organized violence 

1989-2020, with a special emphasis 

on Syria. Journal of Peace Research 

58(4). 

Number of people dying in violent 

conflicts 
¶ PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Version 

3.1, Peace Research Institute, Oslo, 

(2017); Lacina, Bethany & Nils Petter 
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Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends in 

global combat: A new dataset of 

battle deaths', European Journal of 

Population 21(2ï3): 145ï166. 

¶ UCDP Battle-Related Deaths 

Dataset, Version 21.1, Uppsala 

Conflict Data Program, (2021); 

Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, 

Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, 

Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus 

Öberg (2021). Organized violence 

1989-2020, with a special emphasis 

on Syria. Journal of Peace Research 

58(4). 

Number of people being injured in 

violent conflicts 

Information not available 

Development  
Number of people with sufficient food FAO Stat, UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization, (2022) 

Number of people with access to safe 

water 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation 

and Hygiene, (2022) 

Number of people with access to safe 

sanitation 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation 

and Hygiene, (2022) 

Number of people with sufficient housing Urban Indicators Database, UN-Habitat, 

(2022) 

Number of people with a good 

job/livelihood 

World Development Indicators, World 

Bank, (2022) 

Number of people with full education up 

to secondary level 

Barro, R. & Lee, J-W., Barro-Lee 

Estimates of Educational Attainment for 

the Population Aged 15 ï 64 from 1950 

to 2015, (2021) 

Number of people with full healthcare 

(physical and mental health) 
¶ UN Inter-agency Group for Child 

Mortality Estimation, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 

¶ UN Population Division, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 

Number of people with access to 

electricity 

Global Electrification Database, World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, 

(2022) 

Number of people with access to the 

internet 

International Telecommunication Union 

(ITU) World Telecommunication/ICT 

Indicators Database, access via World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, 

(2022) 
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Levels of inequality within and between 

nations 

World Inequality Database, (2022) 

Environment  
Greenhouse gas emissions The PRIMAP-hist national historical 

emissions time series (1850-2018), 

Climate Watch, World Resources 

Institute, (2022) 

Biodiversity loss Living Planet Index, World Wildlife Fund 

& Zoological Society of London, (2022) 

Levels of deforestation or reforestation Global Forest Resources Assessment 

2020, Food and Agriculture Organization, 

(2020) 

Percentage of land/sea turned over to 

human occupation and agriculture  

Protected Planet Report 2020, 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature & United Nations Environment 

Programme World Conservation 

Monitoring Centre, World Database on 

Protected Areas, (2020) 

Pollution levels Information not available 

Percentage of waste vs percentage 

recycled 

Information not available 

Population growth ¶ Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World 

Christian Encyclopedia, Third 

Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020) 

¶ Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., 

World Christian Trends, (Pasadena: 

William Carey Library, 2001) 

¶ Both drawn from the World Christian 

Database, hosted by the Center for 

the Study of Global Christianity at 

Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary 

¶ UN Population Division, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 
 

Figure iv: Indicators to judge progress towards a better  world  
 

However, Jesus gave us two eternal principles: ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strengthò and ñLove your 

neighbour as yourselfò,12 to be worked out according to each context, rather than a detailed 

unchanging code of law, because the world changes and moves on.  Therefore, the churchôs 

plan shouldnôt be fixed and inflexible, but should evolve and adapt over time as we learn and 

as situations in the world change and old policies become irrelevant.  Thus Arise will be 

updating this report every five years as our way of helping to ensure the vision Christians have 

for the change they want to see in the world stays fresh, up-to-date and relevant for each new 

period, season, era and generation. 

 
12 Matt 22: 34 ï 40; Mark 12: 28 ï 34; Luke 10: 25 ï 28 
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Having defined success as five broad, interconnected areas ï evangelism, discipleship, social 

justice, development and environment ï letôs look at where we are with each.  How far has the 

world come, and where do we need to go next? 

 

 

PART 2: EVANGELISM  
 

The 2000 years since Jesusô life, death and resurrection have seen amazing church growth 

(Figure v).  This began with an incredible period of expansion under the Roman Empire, up to 

and beyond the early fourth century when Christianity became the dominant religion in the 

Roman Empire under the emperor Constantine.  Then followed a long period of setback in the 

Dark Ages and Middle Ages as the Eastern Roman Empire was conquered by Islamic armies, 

and the church in those lands began a long slow process of decline which continues to this day.  

During the same period the Western Roman Empire was overrun by barbarian invasions, then 

gradually reconverted to Christianity.  In the 1200s it seemed as if the church was taking off 

again, as the Mongol empires decimated the non-Christian populations of Asia, and were 

initially receptive to Christianity, until they converted to Islam and brutally repressed their 

Christian populations, reversing these gains.  It was not until the birth of the European colonial 

empires from 1500, that Christianity finally began to grow again and expand significantly 

beyond its European enclave, really taking off in the nineteenth century with the Protestant 

missionary movement.  However, in the twentieth century Christianity began to decline as huge 

numbers in the traditionally Christian west abandoned it in favour of agnosticism and atheism, 

Islam remained largely untouched by Christian missionary efforts, and population growth in 

Asia outstripped growth in Christian majority parts of the world. 

 

 
 

Figure v: Percentage of Christians in the global population  13 
 

Moving forward, the challenge for the church today is to reverse that trend of decline over the 

last century and more, and begin to see, once again, radical and ambitious growth in the 

numbers of people becoming Christians.  Thanks to the nineteenth and twentieth century 

missionary movements, Christianity has an amazing base from which to start that process of 

recovery ï it is the most globalised religion forming the majority faith in every continent except 

Asia.  Churches exist in every country, although in several they are underground due to 

persecution.  Out of over 230 countries and independent territories in the world today, there 

 
13 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), p. 917 
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are only 41 with a resident Christian population of less than 5% and only 19 with less than 

1%.14  Thus, although there is a need to send out small groups of Christians as missionary 

communities to plant new local churches in unreached places ï particularly in Muslim-majority 

countries ï overwhelmingly, the challenge for the twenty-first century and beyond is for the 

church to train and empower individual Christians in local congregations in every country for 

local church evangelism. 

 

Throughout history, the overwhelming majority of converts have turned to Christ through the 

slow steady witness of loyal Christians sharing the gospel with their friends and family through 

words and witness, and inviting them in to their warm and welcoming local churches.  For the 

church to be most strategic and see the biggest results in this crucial area of evangelism, it 

should put less emphasis and focus on grand schemes, plans, slogans and conferences for world 

evangelisation.  Instead it should focus on training and equipping individual Christians to share 

the gospel confidently, effectively and naturally with their friends, family and neighbours, 

releasing a workforce of billions with the potential to convert the world within a generation.  

The church should support the growing number of great initiatives around the world seeking 

to do this.   

 

 
 

Figure  vi : The vast majority of people who become Christians do so through the 
witness of friends and family.  Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and 

equipping of ordinary Christians to successfully share their faith with confidence . 
 

Arise has developed Equipped to Share (www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share), a 

free course of five sessions that can be run in any local church, to empower individual 

Christians to talk with confidence about their faith, as our contribution to this crucial priority. 

 

 
14 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
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PART 3: DISCIPLESHIP  
 

Turning to discipleship, the church has waxed and waned in its journey of obedience and 

personal discipleship with God over the last two millennia.  There have been times in church 

history where we have failed catastrophically such as the Crusades or Inquisition, whilst at 

other times there has been a genuine rediscovery and desire to return to the heart of God with 

our ways and practices, such as the many revival movements.  In our world today, different 

individuals and areas vary in their journey of discipleship, regardless of denomination or 

tradition.  In terms of our corporate church life, we have seen a mushrooming and diverting of 

denominations and traditions over the past 2000 years.  However, in the last century there has 

been a more encouraging move towards ecumenism; not through formal mergers of 

denominations, but with a greater emphasis on unity and working together. 

 

Moving forward, the challenge for the church in our corporate life is to continue to vigorously 

pursue this trend towards unity.  We must work together, downplaying our differences at the 

margins and focusing on our common shared beliefs and passions at the core.  This will happen 

when we stop arguing about fine points of doctrine and focus on reaching out to our needy 

world in the four other great areas of the churchôs mission outlined in this report: evangelism, 

social justice, development and the environment.  The more we work together to achieve these 

goals, the less significant our differences will become.  God loves his church to be unified and 

as we pursue this end, we will be increasingly blessed and powerful in our witness to, and 

engagement with, the world. 

 

In our personal discipleship there is no one simple solution.  It is an ongoing lifelong journey 

of placing God and others at the centre of our lives, rather than ourselves.  However, there are 

clear steps we can take one at a time, and which day after day will bring about real, deep and 

lasting change (summarised in the full report in Part 3 on Discipleship).  We have grouped 

these under the headings: prayer; obedience, calling and direction; personal attitude and 

integrity; work, rest and health; family life; church life; the work of the Holy Spirit; spiritual 

warfare and persecution; social justice, development and environment and leadership and unity 

in the church. 

 

We encourage every Christian to run through the specific actions we should take in the boxes 

in Parts 2 and 3 on Evangelism and Discipleship in the full report as a regular (perhaps monthly) 

spiritual health check on how we are doing in our journey of discipleship.  This might sound 

overwhelming, but just try it.  Pray through it as you go.  You may find that you are doing 

really well already with many of these actions.  With others, you may find God challenging 

you to take action and go further.  Ultimately, how we progress in our discipleship is not up to 

our church leaders, it is us who must take the responsibility into our own hands to keep 

regularly reviewing how we are progressing in our walk with Jesus. 

 

 

PARTS 4 Ṿ 6: SOCIAL JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT AND  ENVIRONMENT  
 

Turning to the issues of social justice, development and environment, we consider these in 

Parts 4, 5 and 6 of the full report.  For most of human history (certainly since the first great 

revolution: the agricultural revolution that began about 12,000 years ago and marked the end 

of the Stone Age hunter gatherer period) abject poverty, rural living, conflict, autocratic 

regimes and poor human rights have been the norms for society.  In the last 200 years these 

norms have begun to change.  Gradually the whole world has begun to transition towards 
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eliminating absolute poverty, dramatically reducing conflicts, significantly improving human 

rights, adopting democracy and an increased human population living mainly in urban centres 

(Figures vii ï x).  This process is furthest advanced in some areas (Europe and North America), 

catching up in others (Latin America, the Caribbean and Asia) and furthest behind in still more 

(Sub-Saharan Africa).  However, it is a clear, encouraging trajectory everywhere.  It is not a 

smooth unending upward curve.  There have been huge setbacks, sometimes for decades, 

(indeed we may now be living through just such a downturn) and some communities are being 

left behind.  There is also no reason for complacency; millions still suffer in poverty, enduring 

conflict, without human rights and under terrible repressive regimes.  Progress needs to move 

much further and faster.  But nevertheless the overall trend is clear and positive. 

 

 
 

Figure vii: Global poverty trends by percentage  15 
 

 
15 FAO Stat, UN Food and Agriculture Organization, (2022); WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for 

Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene, (2022); Urban Indicators Database, UN-Habitat, (2022); World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022); Barro, R. & Lee, J-W., Barro-Lee Estimates of Educational 

Attainment for the Population Aged 15 ï 64 from 1950 to 2015, (2021); UN Inter-agency Group for Child 

Mortality Estimation, access via World Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022); UN Population Division, 

access via World Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022); Global Electrification Database, World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022); International Telecommunication Union (ITU) World 

Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database, access via World Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022) 
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Figure viii: Number of democracies and autocracies in the world  16 
 

 
 

Figure ix: Civil liberty rates globally  17 
 

 
 

Figure x: Deaths in conflict in the world since 1946  18 

 
16 Polity 5, Center for Systemic Peace, (2018) 
17 Freedom in the World, Freedom House, (2021) 
18 PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Version 3.1, Peace Research Institute, Oslo, (2017); Lacina, Bethany & Nils Petter 

Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends in global combat: A new dataset of battle deaths', European Journal of 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

180018201840186018801900192019401960198020002018

N
o

 o
f 

c
o

u
n

tr
ie

s

Years

More democratic

More autocratic

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

1
9

7
2

1
9

7
5

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
1

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
7

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
9

2
0
0
2

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
7

2
0

2
0

%
 c

iv
il 

lib
e

rt
ie

s 
sc

o
re

Years

Civil liberties

0

100000

200000

300000

400000

500000

600000

700000

1
9

4
6

1
9

5
0

1
9

5
4

1
9

5
8

1
9

6
2

1
9

6
6

1
9

7
0

1
9

7
4

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
6

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
6

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
8

N
o

 o
f 

d
e

a
th

s
 in

 c
o

n
fli

c
t

Years

Oceania

North America

Europe

LAC

Asia

Africa



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                                         Summary  

xx  
 

It appears to be the process of reducing poverty through development which has driven 

corresponding improvements in social justice.  This has been a consequence of the second great 

revolution and leap forward in technological and social development in human history: the 

industrial revolution.  It brought about changes which have lifted billions out of poverty around 

the world and shifted the majority of the worldôs population from rural small-holder subsistence 

farmers to urban workers in manufacturing and services.  It also brought about many social 

changes; reducing conflict, improving human rights, reducing corruption, improving good 

governance, introducing democracy, and radically increasing the size of the global population.  

It is a process that is still going on all around us in the world we are living in.  What we call 

ódevelopmentô today is really the continuing roll out of the industrial revolution around the 

world and all the associated accelerated technological and social changes it brings. 

 

As this revolution spreads into each nation, the poverty reduction that occurs appears to be a 

process driven by two distinct elements; the growing of a strong and fair economy, and the 

provision of basic services for all through tax and social spending.  Both are needed for poverty 

reduction.  Every nation that has developed has done so by instituting the legal framework and 

policies which have enabled it to develop a thriving and diverse domestic economy.  This has 

been achieved through transferring the skills and technologies from other nations that have 

gone before, and gradually moving the economy up the value chain, from agriculture and the 

export of natural resources, to manufacturing, and eventually into services and the knowledge 

economy.  This has directly lifted millions out of poverty, but not all.  Economic development 

then is essential for poverty reduction, but in itself is not the same as poverty reduction.  

Successful nations have therefore also harnessed a proportion of the wealth generated by that 

thriving economy, through progressive and effective taxation systems.  They have used it to 

provide education, healthcare, pensions, unemployment and incapacity benefits, social 

protection and basic services for their wider populations.  This in turn drives down poverty for 

all. 

 

Development is also the underlying cause which leads to progress in social justice.  As nations 

started to develop strong and fair economies over the last 200 years, this created a growing 

educated middle class of merchants, businessmen, lawyers, students, journalists etc. within 

societies, which in turn formed peaceful bottom-up civil society reform movements.  These 

movements demanded taxation and social spending to provide basic services, as well as greater 

freedoms and rights, resulting in positive reform towards democracy, human rights and good 

governance.  Development also reduces the poverty which is the breeding ground for conflict.  

Development, together with the positive reforms in social justice, democracy, human rights 

and good governance that it unleashed, in turn helped stabilise international relations helping 

to prevent major conflicts emerging and reduce and end small conflicts within nations.  These 

processes created the conditions which make peace more attractive than war to people on both 

sides of a conflict.   

 

 
Population 21(2ï3): 145ï166.; UCDP Battle-Related Deaths Dataset, Version 21.1, Uppsala Conflict Data 

Program, (2021); Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, Nanar Hawach, Stina 

Högbladh, Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus Öberg (2021). Organized violence 1989-2020, with a special 

emphasis on Syria. Journal of Peace Research 58(4). 
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Figure  xi : Nations that have developed succes sfully, have done so through a 
proactive and flexible industrial and economic development strategy, which has 
moved their economy up the value chain from agriculture, to manufacturing, to 

services and the knowledge economy . 
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However, over the past 50 years or more we have increasingly learnt that this progress has 

come at a terrible price.  Ironically, the same expanding global economy which has driven so 

much positive change in development and social justice, is based on fossil fuels and high 

physical consumption of natural resources.  For the first time in human history, this has pushed 

us out of balance with our world.  We are now changing our climate and degrading our 

environment in massive and dangerous ways as we place increasing pressure on natural 

planetary boundaries causing climate change, ocean acidification, mass extinctions, pollution, 

degrading land and fresh water resources, etc. (Figures xii ï xvii).  Such changes are 

devastating Godôs wonderful creation, and are hitting the worldôs poorest communities hardest, 

who have done the least to cause them.  We have left the Holocene and entered the 

Anthropocene, the geological era where humanity changes the environment and biosphere in 

dangerous ways.  If we continue along this path, we will fall off a cliff.  Historically, whenever 

societies have out consumed and polluted their natural resource base, they have collapsed.  We 

are now doing this on a global scale and face a collapse into a new global dark age, which will 

cause massive human suffering and loss of life, wiping out all the gains in development and 

social justice that we have seen.  Furthermore, there is mounting evidence that the same process 

of economic development, which is driving down extreme poverty and improving social 

justice, is also increasing relative inequality, leading to social breakdown and social problems 

in otherwise ódevelopedô nations. 

 

 
 

Figure x ii : Planetary Boundaries  under increasing pressure  19 
 

19 Designed by Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre, based on analysis in Persson et al 2022 and Steffen et al 

2015 
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Figure  xiii : Climate change is leading to more extreme floods, droughts, storms, 
heatwaves, wildfires, sea -level rise, the growth of deserts , and numerous other 

changes, all of which impact the poorest hardest . 
 

 
 

Figure xi v: Global greenhouse gas emissions  20 
 

 
20 The PRIMAP-hist national historical emissions time series (1850-2018), Climate Watch, World Resources 

Institute, (2022) 

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

35000

40000

1
8

5
0

1
8

5
9

1
8

6
8

1
8
7
7

1
8

8
6

1
8

9
5

1
9

0
4

1
9

1
3

1
9

2
2

1
9

3
1

1
9
4
0

1
9

4
9

1
9

5
8

1
9

6
7

1
9

7
6

1
9

8
5

1
9

9
4

2
0

0
3

2
0

1
2

M
ill

io
n

 t
o

n
n

e
s

Years

Carbon Dioxide

Methane

Nitrous Oxide

F-Gases



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                                         Summary  

xxiv  
 

 
 

Figure xv : Changes in global b iodiversity  21 
 

 
 

Figure xvi : Forest area in rainforest nations  22 
 

 
 

Figure x v ii : Total world population over the last 2000 years  23 

 
21 Living Planet Index, World Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022) 
22 Global Forest Resources Assessment 2020, Food and Agriculture Organization, (2020) 
23 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), pp. 320 ï 333; Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. 

A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), pp. 919 ï 932 

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1
9

7
0

1
9

7
2

1
9

7
4

1
9

7
6

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
8

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
6

D
e

vi
a

tio
n

 f
ro

m
 b

a
se

 y
e

a
r

Years

Biodiversity

0

200000

400000

600000

800000

1000000

1200000

1400000

1600000

1800000

2000000

1990 2000 2010 2020

H
e

c
ta

re
s 

(1
0

0
0

s)

Years

LAC

Asia

Africa

0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

8,000,000

9,000,000

0

1
0

0

2
0

0

3
0

0

4
0

0

5
0

0

6
0

0

7
0

0

8
0

0

9
0

0

1
0

0
0

1
1

0
0

1
2

0
0

1
3

0
0

1
4

0
0

1
5

0
0

1
6

0
0

1
7

0
0

1
8

0
0

1
9

0
0

2
0

0
0

P
o

p
u

a
lti

o
n

 (
1

0
0

0
s)

Years

Oceania

North America

Europe

LAC

Asia

Africa



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                                         Summary  

xxv  
 

Going forward then, the great struggle for the church and the world in our generation is how 

we keep the best bits of the second great revolution (the driving down of poverty and 

improvements in social justice), and accelerate the trend of progress further and faster, whilst 

jettisoning the worst (the environmental destruction and growing inequality).  This means 

shifting our global economy into a new global green and fair economy.  This new economy 

must be based on 100% clean energy, not greenhouse gas emitting.  It must also shift from our 

current linear, extract-use-dispose economy to a circular economy, where all products are 

sustainably produced and waste is eliminated and instead pushed back round the economy as 

inputs to other businesses, in a circular fashion.  This would constitute the third great 

revolution, returning humanity to a position of living in balance with nature, whilst maintaining 

a thriving green economy that isnôt based on high levels of physical consumption.   

 

 
 

Figure  xviii : The world needs a new global green and fair economic revolution, 
shifting to 100% clean energy and a circular economy , which reuses resources rather 

than consumes and dumps them as waste . 
 

We are at a pivotal point in history where we either succeed in doing this, and move forward 

with eliminating extreme poverty and improving social justice whilst staying within safe 

environmental limits and minimising inequality, or we collapse back into a new global dark 

age.  This is the greatest challenge ever faced by humanity.  It falls to our generation to resolve.  

We need more than just one specific action.  We need a new economic paradigm, a new world 

view and orthodoxy which captures the best of what works, but also embraces what we need 

to do that is new, in order to continue and complete the third great green economy revolution.  

That is why Arise has launched the 4 Shifts campaign (www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts). 

 

Four Shifts economics captures the two great shifts that the world needs to secure a safe 

environmental ceiling that keeps us well within Planetary Boundaries: clean energy and the 

circular economy.  It then holds them together with the two great shifts we have seen that are 

necessary for guaranteeing the social development floor (below which no one should be 

allowed to fall): strong and fair economies from which nations can tax and provide social 

spending to meet basic needs.  There are many specific actions under each of these shifts that 

governments need to take in order to transform our global economy to bring about the third 

great revolution to a green economy.  Ariseôs Four Shifts campaign brings these together into 

a simple overall framework which the world can understand, and we as individual Christians 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts
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can sign up to and campaign for (www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts), so that we can work 

together to transform our world one step at a time. 

 

 
SHIFT ONE: CLEAN ENERGY  

 

From polluting fossil fuels to clean 
energy .  Strengthen the global Paris 
Agreement on climate change  to 
scale down the use of fossil fuels to 
zero emissions and scale up clean 
energy to 100% by 2030, banning the 
future use of fossil fuels.  Bring in 
national climate change laws  to 
implement it in every sector (energy, 
transport, buildings, industry etc.) in 
every nation.  
 

 
SHIFT TWO: CIRCULAR ECONOMY  
 

From overconsumption and waste to 
the circular economy .  Agree a global 
circular economy law  to ban 
polluting activity, further human 
expansion into wild lands, the 
production of natural resources that 
takes out more than it puts back in, 
and all waste, in order to trigger the 
shift to a circular economy.  Bring in 
national circular economy laws  to 
implement it in every nation.  
 

 
SHIFT THREE: STRONG AND FAIR 

ECONOMIES  
 

From  aid and welfare dependent to 
self -sufficient and thriving strong and 
fair economies .  Every government to 
develop a proactive national 
industrial and economic 
development strategy  to create a 
diverse national economy that 
progressively moves up the value 
chain from agriculture to 
manufacturing to services to the 
knowledge economy, using whatever 
policies are most effective at each 
stage.  

 
SHIFT FOUR: TAX AND SOCIAL 

SPENDING  
 

From economies that only work for 
the richest to societies which tax and 
provide social spending  to also help 
the poorest.  Agree a global tax and 
social spending agreement  for every 
nation to collect tax at an amount 
equivalent to at least 45% of the 
national economy, one third from 
income taxes, one third from wealth 
taxes and one third from other taxes.  
Spend at least two thirds of this on 
healthcare, education and socia l 
protection (pensions, benefits etc.).  
Bring in national tax and social 
spending laws  to implement it in 
every nation.  
  

 

Figure xix : Four Shifts economics  
 

In addition, Four Shifts economics helps to drive the emergence of middle classes around the 

world, which (as we have seen) give rise to peaceful bottom-up civil society reform 

movements.  These are the key force for driving democracy, human rights and good 

governance.  Therefore, as well as the Four Shifts campaign, Arise is also helping individual 

Christians to support reform movements around the world struggling for greater democracy, 

human rights and good governance.  You can get involved by signing up for Ariseôs weekly 

advocacy actions (www.ariseuk.org/sign-up), and joining a local Arise church-based group, 

thus helping Christians to lead the way in driving further and faster change towards the socially 

just world that God wants to see. 

 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts
http://www.ariseuk.org/sign-up
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PART 7: MOBILISATION PLAN  
 

Looking back across these five great areas of the mission of the church and every Christian ï 

evangelism, discipleship, social justice, development and environment ï we have therefore 

identified in Parts 2 ï 6 many lessons from the Bible and what has worked in the past that 

together form a Christian vision for a better world.  However, it is one thing to know what 

needs to happen.  But how do we actually translate that vision into meaningful reality?  What 

is our mobilisation plan?  Well, in both evangelism and discipleship, all the actions that need 

to be taken are by us as individual Christians, and the churches we are part of.  No other group 

in society can do this.  So here the power is clearly already in our hands to get on with it.  

However, in the areas of social justice, development and the environment there are other groups 

at play. 

 

In any country we can group the primary actors in society who have an impact on social justice, 

development and the environment into three categories: the private sector (private companies, 

share-holder owned businesses, cooperatives etc.), government/state (including public sector 

services such as the police, military, some healthcare and education, etc.) and civil society 

(charities, faith groups, community groups, trade unions, academia, the media, society at large 

etc.).  Turning first to the private sector; its role is to create the wealth in the national economy, 

provide the jobs and generate the cash in the system which helps people directly.  It also 

provides the resource base which can be taxed by the state to provide public services.  However, 

for all its strengths, the great weakness of business is that ultimately it must follow the most 

favourable route to maximise income and profit in order to survive.  Thus, whilst the vast 

majority of people in business may want to do the right thing on social justice, development or 

the environment, if this will undermine the bottom-line performance of their company they can 

make some progress at the margins, but ultimately their hands are tied. 

 

Society looks to the state to solve this problem by legislating to shift the way the economy 

functions in more socially positive directions.  By legislating against harmful business 

practices, the state prevents business from making profit in those ways.  This re-directs the 

economy and unlocks the innovative, entrepreneurial creativity and the huge financial 

resources of the private sector to make profits in more socially desirable directions.  The other 

major roles of the state are to provide law, justice, peace and stability in society, and to tax the 

wealth generated by the private sector in order to provide public services for all, like education, 

healthcare and social protection.  However, as with business, for all its strengths, the state also 

finds its hands tied.  Even if the vast majority of people in government want to do the right 

thing, they cannot take major steps to improve social justice, development and environment if 

those steps are deeply unpopular with the public (either in democracies or autocracies) and 

therefore political suicide. 

 

So whether it is business being constrained to only act in ways that customers are prepared to 

pay for, or government being constrained to only act in ways that are popular with the public, 

real power comes back to civil society, community, the public, ordinary people like you and 

me.  When civil society finds its voice and influences public discourse and opinion, popular 

pressure encourages governments to take the actions and introduce the laws and policies 

required that we saw in our sections on Social Justice, Development and Environment.  This in 

turn unlocks progress from the private sector and drives it in socially positive directions, and 

we truly begin to see our world transformed at scale.  This dynamic shouldnôt surprise us.  We 

need only think of all the major progressive social changes of the past 200 years: the end of the 

slave trade; preventing child labour; the Great Reform Act; womenôs suffrage; the Indian 
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independence movement; anti-apartheid; the spread of human rights; the spread of democracy; 

greater environmental standards; development itself.  Ultimately, all began with demands for 

change from civil society and the wider public. 

 

 
 

Figure xx : Civil society agitates for change to improve social justice, development 
and the environment.  Government responds with legislation to implement these 
changes.  Business adapts and drives investment and innovation in more socially 
positive directions, improving social justice, development and the environment.  

 

In todayôs ever more globalised world we also need to consider how this dynamic plays out 

internationally, not just in each individual nation.  As companies have become larger and able 

to move between countries more easily, they have been able to play nations off against each 

other, so that nations with the lowest levels of tax, and often the weakest laws on social justice, 

development and the environment attract the most investment.  This risks creating a race to the 

bottom where nations cannot institute the right laws even if they want to, for fear of losing 

companies that are critical to their economy.  During the twentieth century the institutions of 

global and regional governance emerged: the United Nations, European Union (and other 

regional unions), World Trade Organization, G7, G20, OECD etc. to enable nations to come 

together to tackle global problems like this that transcend national boundaries.  Through these 

mechanisms, for all their imperfections and flaws, states can work together internationally in 

order to provide common laws, standards and level playing fields, stimulating peace, improving 

human rights and governance and driving international business in socially positive directions 

at a global level.  Looking to the future, these international institutions and global deals are 

essential, because we need to continue to see the policies on social justice, development and 

the environment set out in Parts 4, 5 and 6 of the full report adopted not just at a national level, 

but also internationally through global agreements. 

 

However, ultimately no major nation can be forced to participate in such global deals, and they 

wonôt want to participate if it is unpopular with their public back home.  Once again 

governments find their hands tied.  In the end they must want to do a deal, which means they 

must be feeling significant domestic pressure for progress from their public.  Therefore, in 

order to get the global deals we need to advance social justice, development and the 

environment, we need to see a global movement of domestic bottom-up reform movements 

emerging from civil society across different countries around the world.  Such a movement is 
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especially key within the largest, most powerful G20 nations which have a controlling 

influence in any international process.   

 

Ordinary Christians and the church must be at the heart of this global civil society movement 

for change.  As we have seen, our resources as Christians to respond to the worldôs problems 

are vast.  Whilst of course there are already many individual Christians, churches and Christian 

organisations doing wonderful work around the world, overall we have barely begun to unleash 

our potential to truly change our world.  We are a sleeping giant with enormous untapped 

energy.  All positive change must come from ordinary people like you and me, at the heart of 

civil society, and there is no more powerful group in the world to mobilise and shift civil society 

than the people of God, if we choose to find our voice, step up and speak out.  If not us, then 

who will do this?  If not now, then when?  This is the task God is calling us to in this generation.  

He has placed us exactly where he needs us to be, in the nations, communities and situations 

where he needs us.  Thus, in social justice, development and the environment, as well as 

evangelism and discipleship, ultimate power to effect change lies with ordinary Christians, like 

you and me.  God is not looking to presidents, prime ministers, economists and captains of 

industry to change our world, he is looking to us. 

 

We shouldnôt be surprised at this.  It is the way God has always worked.  From the very 

beginning to the very end of the Bible, God has always raised up his people; ordinary people 

to challenge the powerful and change the world.  We see Joseph and Moses influencing and 

challenging the pharaohs of Egypt.  Later, the prophets did the same to the kings of Israel and 

Judah; and Daniel, Esther, Ezra and Nehemiah influenced Babylonian and Persian kings.  In 

the New Testament, John the Baptist and Jesus himself spoke out against injustice from Herod, 

tax collectors, soldiers and Jewish religious authorities.   

 

 
 

Figure  xxi : To advance social justice, development and the environment, we need to 
see a global people movement demanding change.  Such movements have driven 

the growth of democracy, reductions in poverty, and strengthening of human rights 
in the past.  Christians have always been at the he art of such movements, and we 

mu st be at the heart of the global movement we need now . 
 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                                         Summary  

xxx  
 

This has also been true in more recent decades too.  If we think back to the bottom-up 

nonviolent civil society reform movements of the past 200 years, Christians have been at the 

heart of so many of these.  Christians successfully campaigned for the abolition of slavery in 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; for political and prison reform and improved worker 

rights in nineteenth century Britain; for the first social spending welfare states in nineteenth 

and early twentieth century Europe.  They protected indigenous communities from colonial 

exploitation across Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC); Christian 

thinking hugely influenced Gandhiôs people movements in South Africa and India; Christians 

protected Jewish communities in Nazi occupied Europe in the mid twentieth century.  Later, 

Christians were at the heart of the US civil rights movement and spoke out for democracy, 

peace, reconciliation and development, and against oppressive regimes and corruption in many 

countries across post-colonial Africa, Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).  

Christians have successfully advocated against the regimes of Ferdinand Marcos in the 

Philippines, and against Augusto Pinochet in Chile.  In the late 1980s and 1990s they were 

integral in the people movements in Poland, Russia and Eastern Europe which brought down 

Communism.  They were also central to the movement that ended apartheid in South Africa.  

In more recent decades, Christians were at the heart of the Jubilee 2000 movement which 

cancelled billions of dollars of unpayable debt in developing countries, and in campaigning for 

action on the environment, including the achievement of the major 2015 Paris Agreement on 

climate change. 

 

We are the inheritors of that amazing tradition of Christians standing up and speaking out in 

our generation.  We are not powerless ï on the contrary ï we are the only ones who really do 

have the power to change our world.  We are the ones we have been waiting for.  We are the 

ones God is calling to Arise.  We only need to find our voice, step up and speak out.  But how 

do we actually do that?  We can know and believe that in our heads and hearts, yet often that 

does not translate into meaningful action in our lives.  We all lead busy lives.  We are all 

overloaded by thousands of competing messages and demands vying for our time and attention 

every day.  We need all the help we can get to begin to turn our vision into reality ï in our lives 

and in our world ï in manageable ways, one step at time. 

 

That is why Arise was set up.  Instead of being overwhelmed with multiple good causes, Arise 

provides a one-stop shop, providing a holistic vision for the entire change we want to see in the 

world, together with actions to help you bring about that change, one step at a time.  We exist 

to help convert your passion for change into action.  We do this by focusing on two things é 

1. First, through this report we provide a holistic and Biblical Christian vision for a 

better world that is updated every five years. 

2. Second, through our website we help ordinary Christians like you and me to take one 

action each week to put that vision into practice. 

We take actions across the whole breadth of our vision for evangelism, discipleship, social 

justice, development and the environment for a changed world.  However, we place particular 

focus upon the prioritised strategic interventions which we have seen are the most effective at 

the end of Parts 2 ï 6 of the full report, and in this Summary.  These are:  

a) Evangelism: mobilising ordinary Christians to share their faith confidently and 

effectively through our Equipped to Share course 

(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share), 

b) Social Justice: supporting bottom-up reform movements struggling to improve their 

societies around the world through our weekly campaign actions 

(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/reform-movements), and 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/reform-movements
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c) Development and Environment: campaigning for a third great green economy 

revolution to lift all out of poverty without wrecking the planet through our Four 

Shifts campaign (www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts). 

(In addition we have seen how this report itself can be used as a simple spiritual health check 

for our journey of Discipleship by regularly looking at how we are doing against the actions 

in boxes for ordinary Christians in Parts 2 and 3 of the full report.) 

 

If the Christian vision for a better world that we explore together in this report resonates with 

you, then taking the first step to put this into action is the simplest thing in the world ï go to 

the website and sign up to Arise (www.ariseuk.org/sign-up).  We wonôt overload you.  We will 

just email one practical, easy action each week that you can take.  Thatôs it!  Do as many or as 

few of these as you can manage.  We donôt need your money and will never ask for it, but we 

do need you.  Later you can go deeper and do more if you want to and as the Spirit prompts 

you, but starting with just one action a week (or whatever you can manage) makes this real and 

manageable.  If you are interested, we can also connect you with other Christians in your 

church, community, town or city who have signed up to Arise, so we can encourage and support 

each other and work together for change. 

 

As more and more of us Arise, the more and more powerful our movement will become.  This 

is how God wants his people to be; dynamic, world changing, noticed and impactful.  And 

when we, Jesusô followers, Godôs church, step up in this way, what a witness to our saviour we 

can be.  How much more attractive to our world will our faith seem then!  Will you join with 

us?  Will you become part of the Arise movement?  Together we can begin to change our world 

for the better.  Now is our time.  There is more to life than this.  We are all called to be world 

changers, to lead lives of meaning and purpose that make a difference.  No one else can do this 

apart from us.  We have done it before and we can do it again.  We are the ones God has tasked 

with this challenge in this generation.  We are the ones we have been waiting for.  Together we 

can do this.  Join us today.  Be part of something that will change the world forever é Arise!

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/4-shifts
http://www.ariseuk.org/sign-up
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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

 

THE PROBLEMS OF THE WORLD ARE HUGE  ṟ 
 

The world is messed up.  Switch on the TV, read a newspaper or go online, and straight away 

it becomes clear we are living in a pretty broken and fractured world.  Two out of every three 

people donôt know Jesus.24  There are 56 wars raging in the world at this very moment.25  One 

in every three people lives under terrible human rights conditions.26  One in ten of us live in 

absolute poverty on less than $1.90 a day.27  Greenhouse gas emissions have increased by more 

than 5000% since the industrial revolution began.28  The total wildlife of the earth, on which 

we all depend for survival, has dropped by two thirds over the last 50 years alone.29  This isnôt 

the world our God wants, or that we as individual Christians want to see. 

 

 

ṟ =Ćÿ ñÃ uñ ÿoM æÃÿM¸ÿu!¬ Ãf ÿoM ğÃé¬Eẏñ >oéuñÿu!¸ñ 
 

The great news is that we can begin to change this and make a difference.  At the same time 

that we face such huge challenges, our potential as Christians to respond to them is vast.  One 

in every three people globally is a Christian.  Christianity is the worldôs largest and most 

globalised faith.  It is the majority religion in every continent of the world except Asia, and in 

six out of seven of the worldôs most powerful G7 nations.  Out of over 230 countries and 

independent territories in the world today, there are only 41 with a resident Christian population 

of less than 5%.30  The church is the largest civil society organisation in the world.  Its adherents 

are collectively more wealthy and politically influential than those of any other faith.  Most 

importantly of all, we follow the living Lord of the universe ñwho is able to do immeasurably 

more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.ò 31  The 

 
24 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 
25 UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, Version 21.1, Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Peace Research Institute, 

Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg & Håvard Strand 

(2002) Armed Conflict 1946ï2001: A New Dataset. Journal of Peace Research 39(5): 615ï637.; Pettersson, 

Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, Margareta Sollenberg 

& Magnus Öberg (2021). Organized violence 1989-2020, with a special emphasis on Syria. Journal of Peace 

Research 58(4). 
26 Freedom in the World, Freedom House, (2021) 
27 World Development Indicators, World Bank, (2022) 
28 The PRIMAP-hist national historical emissions time series (1850-2018), Climate Watch, World Resources 

Institute, (2022) 
29 Living Planet Index, World Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022) 
30 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 
31 Eph 3: 20 
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Father hears and answers our prayers,32 Jesus is with us ñalwaysò 33 and the Holy Spirit guides 

us and gives us everything we could ever possibly need for the task.34 
 

 

WE CAN BEGIN TO CHANGE OUR WORLD  
 

If we come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian vision for a better world, we really 

can make a massive difference and begin to turn our world around.  We can begin to see the 

number of people who come to know Jesus dramatically increase, conflict in our world reduce, 

human rights and democracy improve, poverty decline and our natural environment restored.  

Of course, there are millions of Christians who already live lives of radical service, as well as 

thousands of churches and Christian organisations doing amazing things in so many areas.  But 

collectively, we are still not living up to our potential to really have a world changing impact.  

We are a sleeping giant.  We need to come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian 

vision for a better world.  We need to Arise! 
 

 

THIS REPORT SUGGESTS AN APPROACH  
 

 

This report is an attempt to bring us together and sketch out what a Christian vision for a better 

world might be, then consider how we can get mobilised to achieve it.  We begin in Part 1: The 

Mission of the Church by considering theology.  What actually is Godôs big story in our world?  

What is the role of his church in delivering that story?  What is the important role we each have 

to play as individual Christians in rolling that story out?  We then suggest a process to discern 

what Godôs vision for a better world might be.  In Parts 2 ï 6 we follow this process and go on 

a journey to explore the shape of this vision together.  We explore the five critical areas where 

the world needs to see transformation: Evangelism, Discipleship, Social Justice, Development 

and the Environment.  We look at what a better world would mean in each of these areas, then 

consider where we have come from, where we are going and where we need to go next.  This 

enables us to build a clear vision for a better world, together with the concrete steps we need 

to get there.  (These steps are summarised in a box at the end of each section, and collected in 

the Appendix.)  Finally, in Part 7: Mobilisation Plan we address the practical matter of how the 

whole church, and we as individual Christians, can mobilise to bring about these 

transformations.  Of course, we know our world will never be perfect until Jesus returns to 

usher in his kingdom in full, but it can and should be a lot better than it is now.  In Part 7 we 

find that surprisingly, the key to unlocking this vision and beginning to make it a reality lies 

not in the hands of politicians, economists or captains of industry, but with ordinary people like 

you and me living it out, just as Jesus always planned. 
 

We offer this report and its vision for the church and the world in the twenty-first century, as 

both a challenge and a call to action.  We hope it will provoke debate, prayer and action, for 

governments, for church leaders, but most of all for us as individual Christians.  We hope it 

will play a part in helping to awake the sleeping giant of Godôs people around the world.  Now 

is our time.  There is more to life than this.  We are not powerless ï on the contrary ï we really 

do have the power to change our world.  We are all called to be world changers, to lead lives 

of meaning and purpose that make a difference.  We are the ones that God has tasked with this 

challenge.  We are the ones we have been waiting for é Arise!

 
32 Matt 21: 21 ï 22; Mark 11: 23 ï 24; Matt 7: 7 ï 11 
33 Matt 28: 20 
34 Acts 1: 8; John 14: 26 
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PART 1: THE MISSION OF 
THE CHURCH  

 

 

 

We begin our quest to develop a Christian vision for a better world where we should, by turning 

to the Bible and starting with our theology and an understanding of Godôs big story in our 

world. 

 

 

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN THE WORLD? Ṿ CREATION, FALL, REDEMPTION, 
GLORY 
 

Godôs story is one of creation, fall, redemption and glory.  The story begins with the creation 

of the universe by God, as we read in the very first verse of the Bible, ñIn the beginning God 

created the heavens and the earth.ò 35  The world was perfect, whole and complete, for ñGod 

saw all that he had made, and it was very good.ò 36  Humanity lived in harmony and shalom 

in perfect relationship with God, each other, and creation.  We hear how ñThe LORD God took 

the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of itò, and that God and 

his people together would go ñwalking in the garden in the cool of the dayò. 37  Humanity 

however has rebelled against God and gone our own way and sin has entered the world as a 

consequence.  As Paulôs letter to the Romans says ñThere is no one righteous, not even one; 

there is no one who understands, there is no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they 

have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one é Their feet 

are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not 

know é for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of Godò 38  This happened not just in 

humanityôs heart, but also in the physical world.  Decay entered Godôs creation for the first 

time and as a result, mortality, disease, storms, earthquakes and other natural disasters became 

normality.  The fall essentially broke the world from the way it was meant to be.  This can be 

characterised as broken relationships.  The fall broke humanityôs relationship with God, with 

each other, and with creation.  We read how God said to Adam ñCursed is the ground because 

 
35 Gen 1 ï 2, see also Ex 20: 11; Nehemiah 9: 6; Job 38 ï 41; Psalm 33: 6 ï 9; Psalm 102: 25; Prov 8: 22 ï 31; Isa 

42: 5; Jer 10: 12; Jer 51: 15 ï 16; John 1: 1 ï 4; Acts 17: 24; Col 1: 16; Hebs 1: 10; Hebs 11: 3; Rev 10: 6 etc. 
36 Gen 1 ï 2, see also 2 Sam 23: 4; Job 38 ï 41; Psalm 19: 1 ï 6; Psalm 65: 9 ï 13; Psalm 104; Psalm 139: 14; 

Psalm 148; Prov 30: 24 ï 31; Isa 40: 26; John 1: 1 ï 4; 1 Cor 15: 21 etc. 
37 Gen 1 ï 2; Gen 3: 8 ï 9, see also John 1: 1 ï 4 
38 Roms 1: 20 ï 3: 20, 23, see also Gen 3; Psalm 14: 1 ï 3; Psalm 143: 2; Isa 59: 1 ï 16; John 1: 5, 9 ï 11; John 3: 

19 ï 20; Roms 5: 12 ï 21; 1 Cor 15: 21 ï 22; Eph 2: 1 ï 3; 1 John 2: 16; 1 John 3: 8 etc. 
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of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life.  It will produce 

thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your brow 

you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust 

you are and to dust you will return.ò 39   

 

However, God so loved the world that he was not prepared to leave it in that state. When 

humanity was still in rebellion against him, he took the first step and came in the person of his 

son Jesus to suffer, die and rise again, in order to pay the price for our rebellion.  As Jesus 

himself said ñthe Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for manyò, and John testifies, ñThis is how God showed his love among us: He sent 

his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that 

we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.ò 40  

Jesusô death and resurrection brought about the possibility of redemption for every person who 

will repent of their sins and turn back to God, ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.ò 41  

Even more than this, Jesusô life, death and resurrection began to bring in the kingdom of God, 

and began to restore and reconcile all things ï humanity and the rest of creation ï towards its 

pre-fall state of perfection.  Jesus restores those broken relationships between humanity and 

God, but also between ourselves and others, and with creation.  Thus, Paul tells us that Godôs 

plan was ñthrough him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 

in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross é This is the gospel that 

you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heavenò and elsewhere that 

ñthe creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.  For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 

brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation 

has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.ò 42   

 

After he ascended, Jesus entrusted the continuation of this work ï to advance the kingdom of 

God in the world ï to his followers, Godôs people, the church, to every one of us who calls 

ourselves a Christian.  Jesus instructed them to ñgo and proclaim the kingdom of Godò, to 

ñgo, proclaim this message: óThe kingdom of heaven has come near.ô  Heal the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.  Freely you have received, freely 

giveò, so that, ñyou will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.ò 43  He didnôt leave them alone and unaided, but sent the Holy Spirit to 

empower them in this task.  As Jesus told his followers, ñthe Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 

 
39 Gen 3: 17 ï 23, see also Gen 5: 29; Deut 32: 10; Isa 41: 17 ï 20; Isa 49: 8 ï 10; Jer 2: 6; Hosea 4: 1 ï 3; Hosea 

6: 7; Roms 5: 14; Roms 8: 19 ï 22; 1 Cor 15: 21 ï 22; Rev 21: 4 ï 5 
40 Matt 20: 28; 1 John 4: 9 ï 10, see also Isa 53; Mark 10: 45; John 1: 29; John 3: 16 ï 21; John 10: 10 ï 18; John 

12: 46; Roms 3: 21 ï 27; Roms 4: 23 ï 25; Roms 5: 1 ï 2, 6 ï 11; Roms 6: 3 ï 11; Roms 10: 4, 9, 13; 2 Cor 5: 21; 

Eph 2: 1 ï 9; Phil 2: 5 ï 11; 1 Tim 2: 5 ï 6; Titus 2: 14; 1 Pet 1: 18 ï 21; 1 John 3: 16; Rev 5: 6 ï 12 etc. 
41 John 3: 16 ï 21, 36, see also John 5: 24; John 6: 32 ï 58; John 12: 46; Roms 1: 16; Roms 4: 23 ï 25; Roms 5: 

1 ï 2, 6 ï 11; Roms 6: 3 ï 11; Roms 10: 4, 9, 13; Gal 2: 16, 20; 1 Tim 1: 15 ï 16; 2 Tim 1: 8 ï 10; Titus 2: 14; 

Titus 3: 3 ï 7 etc. 
42 Col 1: 15 ï 20, 23; Roms 8: 19 ï 22, see also 1 Chron 16: 30 ï 33; Psalm 96: 10 ï 13; Psalm 98: 7 ï 9; Psalm 

148: 6; Isa 9: 6 ï 7; Isa 11: 6 ï 9; Isa 49: 8 ï 10; Isa 51: 3; Eze 47: 1 ï 12; Matt 19: 28; Acts 3: 21; 2 Cor 5: 19; 

James 1: 18; Rev 3: 12; Rev 21 ï 22 etc. 
43 Luke 9: 59 ï 60; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Acts 1: 8, see also Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 6: 10, 33; 

Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 14 ï 30; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 9: 1 ï 

2; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: 31 ï 32; Luke 19: 11 ï 26; John 14: 12; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 

23 etc. 
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the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything 

I have said to youò for they were to be ñclothed with power from on high.ò 44   

 

 
 

Figure 1 .1Ṹ gɐǱậɾ ɾʌɐɶʳ 
 

Whilst this work to grow and extend the kingdom must always continue, it will  never result in 

a utopia.  The work will only be completed when Christ himself returns in glory, ñFor the Son 

of Man is going to come in his Fatherôs glory with his angelsò,45 ushering in the kingdom of 

God in full, restoring all broken relationships; between God and humanity, between humans, 

and between humans and creation, restoring all of creation to its pre-fall state of perfection 

with God.  We hear in Revelation, ñLook! Godôs dwelling place is now among the people, 

and he will dwell with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and 

be their God.  óHe will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more deathô or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed awayò, and in Isaiah, ñThe 

wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox é They will 

neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountainò.46  Crucially, the restored kingdom in 

Revelation is noticeably different from the pre-fall world of Genesis.  We have moved from a 

pre-fall ógardenô in Genesis to a óHoly Cityô when the kingdom is restored in Revelation.47  

Thus our story is really one of creation, fall, redemption and new creation.  There is a moving 

on, dynamic quality of the kingdom of God.  It will be different from the pre-fall world.48  Thus, 

scripture ends looking forward to this great day for ñHe who testifies to these things says, óYes, 

I am coming soonôò and the Bible ends with a wholehearted ñAmen.  Come, Lord Jesus.ò 49 

 

 

 
44 John 14: 16 ï 18, 26; Luke 24: 49, see also Matt 3: 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; John 7: 38 ï 39; Acts 1: 4 ï 5, 8; 

Acts 2: 1 ï 18, 33, 38; Acts 8: 15 ï 17; Acts 9: 17 ï 18; Acts 10: 44 ï 47; Acts 19: 1 ï 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 ï 16 etc. 
45 Matt 16: 27 ï 28, see also Matt 19: 28 ï 30; Matt 24: 30 ï 31, 36 ï 44; Matt 26: 64; Mark 13: 26 ï 27; Mark 

14: 61 ï 62; Luke 9: 26 ï 27; Luke 17: 22 ï 30; Luke 21: 27; Acts 1: 11; 1 Thess 3: 13; Rev 19 ï 22 etc. 
46 Rev 21 ï 22; Isa 65: 17 ï 25, see also 1 Chron 16: 30 ï 33; Psalm 96: 10 ï 13; Isa 2: 2 ï 4; Isa 11; Isa 25: 6 ï 

9; Isa 35: 5 ï 10; Dan 7: 13 ï 28; Micah 4: 1 ï 8; Matt 6: 10; Matt 19: 28 ï 30; Luke 1: 32 ï 33; Roms 8: 18 ï 25; 

1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5: 19; Col 1: 15 ï 20, 23; James 1: 18; 2 Peter 3: 7 ï 13; Rev 3: 12; Rev 7: 14 ï 17; Rev 12: 10 

etc. 
47 Gen 1 ï 3, Rev 21 ï 22 
48 Isa 35: 5 ï 10; Eze 47: 1 ï 12; Zech 14: 5 ï 11; Rev 3: 12; Rev 22 
49 Rev 22: 20 
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WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH? Ṿ ADVANCING  THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD  
 

So, if that is Godôs big story across history, where are we now within that picture and what is 

our role now as his followers, his church?  Essentially, we are now living in the period between 

the redemption (when Jesus won the victory through his death and resurrection), and the final 

glory (when he will return to fully establish his kingdom and that victory).  Jesus spoke at great 

length about how he was bringing in the kingdom of God.  We hear how ñJesus went through 

all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom and healing every disease and sicknessò and when the crowds tried to detain him for 

too long, he told them, ñI must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 

towns also, because that is why I was sent.ò 50  This was the task that he entrusted to all of us 

as his followers, who together make up his church, to continue after he ascended.  As we have 

seen, this is not something we do alone, for Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to live, breathe in us, and 

guide us as we advance his kingdom.51  The mission of the church then, is to use all of our 

time, energy and resources to continue to expand the kingdom of God, for we read how Jesus 

gave his followers ñpower and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he 

sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sickò with urgency so that ñthis 

gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nationsò. 52  

This can be seen as a continuation of that process of restoring those broken relationships 

between people and God (evangelism and discipleship), between people and other people 

(social justice and development), and between people and creation (environment). 

 

 
 

Figure 1.2: Restoring broken relationships  

 
50 Matt 9: 35 ï 36; Luke 4: 43, see also Isa 42: 1 ï 16; Matt 3: 2; Matt 4: 23 ï 24; Matt 11: 2 ï 5; Matt 12: 18 ï 

21, 28; Matt 21: 31 ï 32; Mark 1: 14 ï 15; Mark 11: 8 ï 10; Luke 4: 16 ï 21; Luke 7: 22; Luke 8: 1; Luke 9: 11; 

Luke 11: 20; Acts 1: 3 etc. 
51 Matt 3: 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; Luke 24: 49; John 7: 38 ï 39; John 14: 16 ï 18, 26; Acts 1: 4 ï 5, 8; Acts 2: 

1 ï 18, 33, 38; Acts 8: 15 ï 17; Acts 9: 17 ï 18; Acts 10: 44 ï 47; Acts 19: 1 ï 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 ï 16 etc. 
52 Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 59 ï 60; Matt 24: 14, see also Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 6: 10, 33; Matt 9: 

35 ï 38; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Matt 25: 14 ï 30; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 10: 9, 11; 

Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: 31 ï 32; Luke 19: 11 ï 26; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc. 
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS HOLISTIC  
 

The process of restoration includes spreading the good news of the gospel so that people might 

come to a personal relationship with God through Jesusô death and resurrection.  However, it 

also includes restoring other aspects of this broken world to the way God originally intended 

them to be.  That means meeting physical, social, economic and environmental needs, as well 

as spiritual ones.  For much of history, large parts of the church have only focused on óspiritual 

transformationô; evangelism and personal discipleship, and rejected the need to also advance 

the kingdom of God by addressing social injustice, poverty and environmental degradation.  

Other parts of the church at various times in history have done the opposite, uncomfortable 

with the need for spiritual transformation through evangelism and personal discipleship, they 

have emphasised tackling injustice, poverty or environmental sustainability instead.  However, 

most of the church throughout history and today, and from all the main traditions and 

denominations around the world, recognises the holistic nature of mission in expanding the 

kingdom of God.  Mission is about meeting all needs, not just spiritual, but also physical, social, 

economic and environmental.  All  should be held together in the holistic way Jesus worked and 

talked about the kingdom of God ï this has often been described as óIntegral Missionô. 

 

We hear this in the way Jesus set out his mission statement at the start of his ministry in the 

famous óNazareth manifestoô, ñHe went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on 

the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.  He stood up to read, and 

the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.  Unrolling it, he found the place where 

it is written: óThe Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good 

news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight 

for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favour.ô  Then he 

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on him.  He began by saying to them, óToday this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.ôò  Later when John the Baptist sent his disciples to see if Jesus truly 

was the coming messiah, Jesus once again describes a beautiful holistic picture of what the 

coming of the kingdom of God looks like, ñGo back and report to John what you hear and 

see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.ò 53 

 

 

WHAT IS THE MISSION  OF EVERY CHRISTIAN?  Ṿ PLAY OUR PART IN 
ADVANCING  THE KINGDOM OF GOD  
 

The holistic mission that Jesus entrusted to his church is our mission as followers of Jesus in 

our own individual lives.  Godôs will for every Christian is to use all the time, money, gifts, 

freedoms, information, skills and other resources he has given us, to advance the kingdom of 

God in the places where we live and work.  As Jesus said, the focus of our lives should be to 

ñseek first his kingdom and his righteousnessò, to ñgo and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded youò, for ñHe has shown you, O mortal, what is 

good.  And what does the LORD require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

 
53 Luke 4: 16 ï 21; Matt 11: 2 ï 5, see also Isa 42: 1 ï 16; Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 4: 23; 

Matt 6: 10; Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Matt 12: 18 ï 21; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 7: 22; 

Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 11; Luke 10: 9 etc. 
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humbly with your Godò, and ñwhoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, 

and they will do even greater things than theseò.54 

 

 

THE MISSION  ğÃ¸ẏÿ =M >Ã¶æ¬MÿME Ć¸ÿu¬ ¦MñĆñ RETURNS  
 

The Bible is clear that the mission of the church, and every individual Christian to expand the 

kingdom of God will not be fully completed until Jesus returns, and indeed we may face 

significant opposition.  A perfect world prior to Christ returning is not possible. 55  However, 

when Jesus does return, he will not burn up creation and whisk away those who know him to 

a óheavenô in the sky, but he will come down to redeem and restore all of creation in an earthy 

and real way ï the way he originally intended it to be.  He will fully restore all the broken 

relationships between humanity and God, between humans, and between humans and creation, 

to establish in full the perfect kingdom of God.56  Just as Jesusô body was renewed and 

transformed, but still very real and physical, after his death and resurrection,57 and ours too will 

be renewed and transformed into our heavenly, but still physical, bodies when he comes 

again,58 so too the whole of creation, whilst it may similarly pass through some sort of 

tribulation, will be renewed, restored, healed and transformed to the way God always intended 

it to be, as the new heaven and earth.   

 

Jesus explains how that day will see ñthe renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on 

his glorious throneò.  In Micah we hear how ñHe will judge between many peoples and will 

settle disputes for strong nations far and wide.  They will beat their swords into ploughshares 

and their spears into pruning hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will 

they train for war anymoreò, and Isaiah tells us ñThe wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard 

will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child 

will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the 

lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the cobraôs den, and the young child 

put its hand into the viperôs nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 

mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the 

sea.ò 59  In this context, all good works undertaken by the church and individual Christians 

before Christ returns will not be wasted, but will contribute to the final complete picture of 

restoration.  Therefore, although we can never know completion and perfection, we can see the 

 
54 Matt 6: 33; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Micah 6: 8; John 14: 12, see also Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Eccles 12: 13; Matt 

5: 13 ï 16; Matt 6: 10; Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 14 ï 30; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 

15 ï 18; Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 59 ï 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: 31 ï 32; Luke 19: 11 ï 26; Acts 1: 8; Acts 

8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc. 
55 Matt 16: 27 ï 28; Matt 19: 28 ï 30; Matt 24: 30 ï 31, 36 ï 44; Matt 26: 64; Mark 13: 26 ï 27; Mark 14: 61 ï 

62; Luke 9: 26 ï 27; Luke 17: 22 ï 30; Luke 21: 27; Acts 1: 11; 1 Thess 3: 13; Rev 19 ï 22 etc. 
56 1 Chron 16: 30 ï 33; Psalm 96: 10 ï 13; Isa 2: 2 ï 4; Isa 11; Isa 25: 6 ï 9; Isa 35: 5 ï 10; Isa 65: 17 ï 25; Dan 

7: 13 ï 28; Micah 4: 1 ï 8; Matt 6: 10; Matt 19: 28 ï 30; Luke 1: 32 ï 33; Roms 8: 18 ï 25; 1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5: 19; 

Col 1: 15 ï 20, 23; James 1: 18; 2 Peter 3: 7 ï 13; Rev 3: 12; Rev 7: 14 ï 17; Rev 12: 10; Rev 21 ï 22 etc. 
57 Matt 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20 ï 21; Acts 1: 1 ï 9; Acts 2: 31 ï 33; Acts 13: 37; Roms 6: 3 ï 11; 1 Cor 

15; 2 Cor 4: 7 ï 14; Phil 3: 20 ï 21; Col 1: 15 ï 22; 1 Tim 3: 16; 1 Pet 3: 18 
58 Roms 6: 3 ï 11; 1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 4: 7 ï 14; 2 Cor 5: 1 ï 7, 17; Phil 3: 20 ï 21; Col 1: 15 ï 22 
59 Matt 19: 28 ï 30; Micah 4: 1 ï 8; Isa 11, see also 1 Chron 16: 30 ï 33; Psalm 96: 10 ï 13; Isa 2: 2 ï 4; Isa 25: 

6 ï 9; Isa 35: 5 ï 10; Isa 65: 17 ï 25; Dan 7: 13 ï 28; Matt 6: 10; Luke 1: 32 ï 33; Roms 8: 18 ï 25; 1 Cor 15; 2 

Cor 5: 19; Col 1: 15 ï 20, 23; James 1: 18; 2 Peter 3: 7 ï 13; Rev 3: 12; Rev 7: 14 ï 17; Rev 12: 10; Rev 21 ï 22 

etc. 
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world in a much better state than it is today.  Thus, the role of the church60 and every Christian,61 

is to strive ceaselessly to expand the kingdom and to significantly improve our world.  We are 

to lead lives of meaning, purpose and significance, lives that matter and make a difference, 

lives of radical discipleship in every area, bringing the kingdom into this broken world in our 

everyday actions.  We are to Arise! 

 

 

PROCESS FOR DEVELOPING A CHRISTIAN VISION FOR A BETTER WORLD  
 

So, if our theology is to do all we can, with the time and resources we have, to advance the 

kingdom of God and bring the world to as close to a perfect state as possible before Jesus 

returns.  Then, what is our clear and specific Christian vision of that better world, and what is 

our plan to achieve it?  How do we figure this out?   

 

The rest of this report attempts to develop just such a vision.  Of course, this can only ever be 

óaô Christian vision for a better world, not ótheô Christian vision for a better world.  Not every 

Christian would agree with all aspects of it.  Furthermore, any such vision will need to evolve 

and change with time, as knowledge and understanding grows (more on that later).  

Nevertheless, Arise believes that developing a Christian vision for a better world is essential 

for us as individual Christians, and the church as a whole, in order to be as inspired, relevant, 

strategic, focused and impactful as possible.  So, as we go on this journey of exploration 

together, we shall use the following process to build up our vision: 

 

¶ Start with the end in mind ï First, as with any good strategy, we begin at the end, 

determining clearly what success would look like.  What are we aiming for?  Having 

established our goal, we turn to two key sources to figure out the steps to get there é 

1. What does the Bible say? ï What guidance do we have in the Bible about how to 

live our lives, and the kind of transformation God wants to see in the world?  

(Extensive Biblical references are given throughout the report.  All quotes are from 

the New International Version.)62 

2. What does history teach us? ï Next we turn to the lessons of history.  What has 

worked in the past to secure positive change and take us closer to the perfect world?  

(Extensive references from the most authoritative sources, organisations and experts 

for each field are provided throughout.  Many more could be added, but space does 

not permit.  Summary details for each reference are given in the footnotes throughout 

the report.  Full publication details, editions, websites etc. are given in the 

Bibliography at the end.  Further evidence is available from Arise on request.) 

¶ Bring it all together ï Having surveyed these sources, we bring the ideas and lessons 

together into a coherent and holistic vision for the better world we want to see, and the 

steps we need to take to get there. 

 
60 Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 6: 10, 33; Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 

14 ï 30; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 59 ï 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 

2; Luke 12: 31 ï 32; Luke 19: 11 ï 26; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc. 
61 Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Eccles 12: 13; Matt 5: 13 ï 16; Matt 6: 10, 33; Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 

10: 7 ï 8; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 14 ï 30; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 59 

ï 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: 31 ï 32; Luke 19: 11 ï 26; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 

8; Acts 28: 23 etc. 
62 Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 

2011 by Biblica, Inc.Ê Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com 

The ñNIVò and ñNew International Versionò are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office by Biblica, Inc.Ê 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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¶ Implementation Plan ï Finally, having established the world we want to see and the 

steps we need to take to get there, we need to identify a concrete implementation plan to 

set these steps in motion. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.3: Process for developing a Christian vision for a better world  
 

 

START WITH THE END IN MIND Ṿ WHAT DOES THE KINGDOM OF GOD/A 
PERFECT, RESTORED WORLD LOOK LIKE ? 
 

Starting at the beginning of this process then, let us consider what a perfect, restored world 

would look like?  Arise believes there are five key characteristics of a holistic restored world, 

which form the focus of the following five parts of this report. 

 

 
 

Figure 1.4: The mission of the church and every individual Christian  
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1) Evangelism  
 

Perhaps foremost in our minds as Bible believing Christians, would be that everyone in the 

world would have been reconciled and restored in their relationship with God through 

repentance and a personal relationship with Christ.  The Bible is clear that everyone needs to 

know Jesus and come to a personal faith in him.  It is the duty of the church, and our duty as 

individual Christians, to bring this good news to all, and to convert as many as possible.  

Famously after Jesus rose from the dead, and before he ascended, one of the last things he did 

was to send his followers out to share the gospel in the óGreat Commissionô, ñTherefore go 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.ò  Later, 

Paul modelled the sense of passion and urgency with which we should be sharing our faith 

when he said ñThough I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To 

those under the law I became like one under the law é so as to win those under the law.  To 

those not having the law I became like one not having the law é so as to win those not 

having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to 

all people so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the 

gospelò.  Thus, the first clear outcome for our vision is that the whole world, or as many people 

as possible, have a personal relationship with Jesus.  We can summarise this objective as 

Evangelism.63   

 

 
 

Figure  1.5: Sharing the good news of Jesus  with friends and family through 
evangelism, a core part of the mission of the church and every Christian . 

 
63 Matt 28: 19 ï 20; 1 Cor 9: 19 ï 22, see also Matt 18: 12 ï 14; Matt 22: 2 ï 10; Matt 24: 14; Mark 13: 10; Mark 

16: 15 ï 20; John 1: 7; 12 ï 13; John 3: 14 ï 21; John 6: 39 ï 40; Acts 1: 8; Acts 5: 42; Roms 10: 14 ï 15, 17; Phil 

2: 10 ï 11; 1 Tim 2: 3 ï 4; 2 Pet 3: 9; Rev 14: 6 ï 7 etc. 
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2) Discipleship  
 

However, a few months spent in any church on the face of the earth will demonstrate that even 

when we do have a relationship with Jesus, all is not necessarily harmonious and perfect.  

Evangelism alone will not result in a perfect world.  People who know Jesus also need to 

increasingly follow his teaching, and become more and more like him in their everyday lives.  

This means emptying ourselves entirely, reorientating our lives to put God and others first, and 

being obedient to Godôs will and calling in our lives.  As the second letter to the Corinthians 

says, ñthose who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 

was raised againò, and Peter urges ñmake every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and 

to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love.  

For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  Thus, the second 

clear outcome for our vision is that the whole world, or at least all Christians, are growing 

deeper in their relationship with Jesus.  We can summarise this objective as Discipleship.64 

 

 
 

Figure  1.6: Growing in faith through discipleship, a core part of the mission of the 
church and every Christian . 

 

 

 

 
64 2 Cor 5: 15; 2 Pet 1: 5 ï 8, see also Matt 28: 19 ï 20; Roms 5: 3 ï 4; Roms 12 ï 13; 1 Cor 9: 24 ï 27; 1 Cor 13; 

2 Cor 3: 18; Eph 4 ï 6; Col 1: 10 ï 12; 1 Thess 4: 1; 1 Tim 4: 7 ï 8, 15 ï 16; Hebs 12: 1 ï 17; 1 Pet 4: 2; 1 John 

2: 6 etc. 
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3) Social Justice  
 

If everyone in the world were a Christian, and all perfectly discipled, we should in theory end 

all injustice between human beings.  However, as we have already seen, this is a process that 

will take a long time and will not be fully completed until Jesus returns.  Therefore, in our 

current world there are millions of non-Christians and Christians who behave in enormously 

unjust ways and cause huge suffering as a result.  This happens both at an individual level, but 

also in social and structural injustices which have become locked into the working of our 

societies.  Throughout history, Christians, and humans in general, have proved themselves 

perfectly capable of being generous, humble and gracious to one other on a personal level, 

whilst owning slaves or supporting fascist policies at the same time.  This is because social 

injustice is more complex than simple personal behaviour and morality.  It relates to how 

systems are set up and maintained, not simply how individuals behave on a personal level.  As 

such, it is essential for the church to address social justice and systemic sin, not just individual 

personal morality.  We cannot wait until all are converted and all are discipled to solve this. 

 

 
 

Figure  1.7: Fighting for social justice, a core part of the mission of the church and 
every Christian . 

 

We see this in the book of Isaiah, where God strongly confronts those who believe the right 

things and practice religious rituals, but neglect to address social injustice, ñIs not this the kind 

of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to 

set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry 

and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter ï when you see the naked, to clothe them, and 

not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? é if you spend yourselves on behalf of the 

hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and 

your night will become like the noonday.ò  Again in the New Testament, Jesus made social 

justice central to his mission statement in Nazareth when he said ñThe Spirit of the Lord is on 

me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favourò.  Jesus too was scathing of those who believe 
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in God and follow religious practices but ñhave neglected the more important matters of the 

law ï justice, mercy and faithfulnessò and ñdevour widowsô housesò.  The church therefore 

must have another strand of work focusing on social justice; to tackle conflict, oppression and 

abuse in our global society, whilst still outworking its goals of evangelism and discipleship.  

Our perfect world would also see no wars, no torture, no arrest or imprisonment without fair 

trial, democracy, freedom of expression, freedom of the press, no discrimination etc.  We can 

summarise this objective as Social Justice.65   

 

 

4) Development  
 

Our perfect world would also be one without poverty.  It is tempting to think that poverty would 

end if all people became discipled Christians, and we tackled systemic social injustice.  

However, tackling poverty is not just about ending injustice, but also about technological 

advancements, as well as improvements in our understanding of how economic and social 

policies are best used.  Both injustice and ignorance need to be addressed in order to tackle 

poverty.  Therefore, our perfect world would also be one where poverty is ended.   

 

 
 

Figure  1.8: Eliminating poverty through development, a core part of the mission of 
the church and every Christian . 

 

We read that when Godôs people entered the Holy Land they were instructed ñIf anyone is 

poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land the LORD your God is 

giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted towards them.  Rather be openhanded and 

freely lend them whatever they need é Give generously to them and do so without a 

grudging heart é be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in 

your landò, and the Proverbs say ñThe righteous care about justice for the poorò.  Later, in 

the New Testament, James tells us ñReligion that God our Father accepts as pure and 

 
65 Isa 58: 6 ï 10; Luke 4: 18; Matt 23: 23; Mark 12: 40; Luke 20: 47, see also Psalm 82: 3 ï 4; Prov 13: 23; Prov 

31: 8 ï 9; Isa 1: 11 ï 17; Isa 2: 2 ï 4; Isa 59: 1 ï 16; Jer 7: 1 ï 11; Amos 5; Micah 4: 1 ï 4; Micah 6: 8; Matt 12: 

17 ï 21; Matt 21: 12 ï 13; Mark 11: 15 ï 17; Luke 11: 42; Luke 18: 7 ï 8; Luke 19: 45 ï 46; James 1: 27 etc. 



The Arise Manifesto                                                               Part 1: The Mission of the Church  

15 
 

faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distressò and the apostles instruct 

Paul that in all he does, he ñshould continue to remember the poor, the very thing I had been 

eager to do all along.ò  Thus, our perfect world would be one where poverty is eliminated ï 

all have sufficient food to eat, access to safe water and sanitation, adequate housing, a job or 

livelihood, education, good healthcare (for both physical and mental health), and, in our 

modern world, access to electricity and the internet.  It would also be a world where levels of 

inequality within and between nations are being reduced.  We can summarise this objective as 

Development.66 

 

 

5) Environment  
 

If this report had been written 50 years ago, we could probably stop here.  We have defined our 

perfect world as one where all know Jesus, where all are discipled, and where systemic social 

injustice and poverty have been eliminated.  However, evangelism, discipleship, social justice 

and development are all entirely dependent on a continuing healthy and flourishing natural 

environment, which provides the fresh water and food we need to survive, the clean air we 

need to breathe, the clothing we wear, the natural resources to build our homes and on which 

our economy is based, etc.  For thousands of years, we have taken a healthy environment as a 

given.  However, as our scientific understanding has advanced, we are increasingly aware that 

this is no longer the case.  Our current high carbon, extreme pollution, mass consumption way 

of living is having a hugely damaging impact on the natural environment on which we all 

depend.  For many Christians this has also prompted a re-examination of what the Bible says 

on this issue, and a re-discovery that it has always been clear that our world is created by God, 

owned by God, that creation is good, and that humanity is to be a loving steward of the natural 

resources of creation, not an exploiter.  Finally, it is clear that through Jesusô death and 

resurrection, God is redeeming and restoring not just humanity, but the whole of creation. 

 

Our perfect world would therefore also be one where the natural environment flourishes and 

humanity does not pollute and degrade it but lives in balance with it.  We read in Genesis that 

the first instruction God gave to humanity was to take care of his creation, for ñThe LORD 

God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of itò.  Proverbs 

adds ñThe righteous care for the needs of their animalsò.  As God told the Israelites when he 

led them into the Holy Land, ñThe land must not be sold permanently, because the land is 

mine and you reside in my land as foreigners and strangers.ò  Later the Psalms tell us ñThe 

LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has madeò and that ñYou, LORD, preserve 

both people and animalsò, for as we have seen through Jesusô death and resurrection, not just 

humanity but ñcreation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

freedom and glory of the children of God.ò  As such, the church must have a fifth and final 

objective in its vision ï to protect the Environment.67 

 

 
66 Deut 15: 4 ï 11; Prov 29: 7; James 1: 27; Gal 2: 10, see also Lev 25: 35 ï 37; Deut 10: 17 ï 18; Psalm 12: 5; 

Psalm 82: 3 ï 4; Psalm 146: 7 ï 9; Prov 14: 31; Isa 58; Matt 11: 2 ï 6; Matt 19: 21; Mark 10: 21; Luke 7: 17 ï 22; 

Luke 10: 25 ï 37; Luke 12: 33; Luke 14: 12 ï 14; Luke 18: 22; Luke 19: 8; Acts 10: 1 ï 4 etc.  
67 Gen 1 ï 2; Prov 12: 10; Lev 25: 11 ï 12, 23; Psalm 145: 9 ï 11, 15 ï 17; Psalm 36: 6; Roms 8: 19 ï 22, see also 

Gen 6 ï 9: 17; Ex 23: 10 ï 12; Lev 19: 23 ï 25; Lev 22: 27 ï 28; Deut 10: 14; Deut 11: 11 ï 17; Psalm 104; Matt 

6: 26, 28 ï 30; Matt 10: 29 ï 31; Luke 12: 6 ï 7, 24, 27 ï 28; Col 1: 15 ï 20, 23; James 1: 18 etc. 
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Figure  1.9: Caring for the environment, a core part of the mission of the church and 
every Christian . 

 

 

HOW CLOSE ARE WE TO THAT PERFECT WORLD?  Ṿ INDICATORS  
 

Having established what our perfect world would look like, we can set out clear indicators to 

investigate, which will tell us how close to that perfect world we really are.  Figure 1.10 sets 

out the indicators for each of our five areas.   

 

INDICATOR  SOURCE 
Evangelism  
Number of people becoming Christians ¶ Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World 

Christian Encyclopedia, Third 

Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020) 

¶ Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., 

World Christian Trends, (Pasadena: 

William Carey Library, 2001) 

¶ Both drawn from the World Christian 

Database, hosted by the Center for 

the Study of Global Christianity at 
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Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary 

Discipleship  
Numbers of people making a whole range 

of behaviour changes that would indicate 

they are growing in their relationship 

with Jesus 

Information not available 

Social Justice  
Number of democracies Polity 5, Center for Systemic Peace, 

(2018) 

Number of people being tortured Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people being arbitrarily 

arrested or detained 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with full access to 

legal rights and protection under the law 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with freedom of 

religion 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people with freedom of 

expression 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Countries with a free press Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of people facing gender, race, 

disability, sexual orientation or other 

discrimination 

Freedom in the World, Freedom House, 

(2021) 

Number of violent conflicts ¶ Correlates of War, Sarkees, Meredith 

Reid and Frank Wayman (2010). 

Resort to War: 1816 - 2007. 

Washington DC: CQ Press. 

¶ UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, 

Version 21.1, Uppsala Conflict Data 

Program, Peace Research Institute, 

Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; 

Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Håvard 

Strand (2002) Armed Conflict 1946ï

2001: A New Dataset. Journal of 

Peace Research 39(5): 615ï637.; 

Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, 

Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, 

Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus 

Öberg (2021). Organized violence 

1989-2020, with a special emphasis 

on Syria. Journal of Peace Research 

58(4). 

Number of people dying in violent 

conflicts 
¶ PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Version 

3.1, Peace Research Institute, Oslo, 

(2017); Lacina, Bethany & Nils Petter 
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Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends in 

global combat: A new dataset of 

battle deaths', European Journal of 

Population 21(2ï3): 145ï166. 

¶ UCDP Battle-Related Deaths 

Dataset, Version 21.1, Uppsala 

Conflict Data Program, (2021); 

Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, 

Amber Deniz, Garoun Engström, 

Nanar Hawach, Stina Högbladh, 

Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus 

Öberg (2021). Organized violence 

1989-2020, with a special emphasis 

on Syria. Journal of Peace Research 

58(4). 

Number of people being injured in 

violent conflicts 

Information not available 

Development  
Number of people with sufficient food FAO Stat, UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization, (2022) 

Number of people with access to safe 

water 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation 

and Hygiene, (2022) 

Number of people with access to safe 

sanitation 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring 

Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation 

and Hygiene, (2022) 

Number of people with sufficient housing Urban Indicators Database, UN-Habitat, 

(2022) 

Number of people with a good 

job/livelihood 

World Development Indicators, World 

Bank, (2022) 

Number of people with full education up 

to secondary level 

Barro, R. & Lee, J-W., Barro-Lee 

Estimates of Educational Attainment for 

the Population Aged 15 ï 64 from 1950 

to 2015, (2021) 

Number of people with full healthcare 

(physical and mental health) 
¶ UN Inter-agency Group for Child 

Mortality Estimation, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 

¶ UN Population Division, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 

Number of people with access to 

electricity 

Global Electrification Database, World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, 

(2022) 

Number of people with access to the 

internet 

International Telecommunication Union 

(ITU) World Telecommunication/ICT 

Indicators Database, access via World 

Development Indicators, World Bank, 

(2022) 
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Levels of inequality within and between 

nations 

World Inequality Database, (2022) 

Environment  
Greenhouse gas emissions The PRIMAP-hist national historical 

emissions time series (1850-2018), 

Climate Watch, World Resources 

Institute, (2022) 

Biodiversity loss Living Planet Index, World Wildlife Fund 

& Zoological Society of London, (2022) 

Levels of deforestation or reforestation Global Forest Resources Assessment 

2020, Food and Agriculture Organization, 

(2020) 

Percentage of land/sea turned over to 

human occupation and agriculture  

Protected Planet Report 2020, 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature & United Nations Environment 

Programme World Conservation 

Monitoring Centre, World Database on 

Protected Areas, (2020) 

Pollution levels Information not available 

Percentage of waste vs percentage 

recycled 

Information not available 

Population growth ¶ Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World 

Christian Encyclopedia, Third 

Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 

University Press, 2020) 

¶ Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., 

World Christian Trends, (Pasadena: 

William Carey Library, 2001) 

¶ Both drawn from the World Christian 

Database, hosted by the Center for 

the Study of Global Christianity at 

Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary 

¶ UN Population Division, access via 

World Development Indicators, 

World Bank, (2022) 
 

Figure 1.10: Indicators to judge progress towards a better world  
 

As we journey together, we will look at these indicators in turn.  The data source for each 

indicator is considered by experts to be the most authoritative in the field, covering the longest 

time series, and encompassing the most comprehensive global data.  Arise has then looked to 

the latest thinking and understanding of many of the worldôs leading experts in each field to 

help draw out the lessons from history that emerge from these data sources.  In several areas 

the ideal information is not available, and so here we must rely solely on what the Bible tells 

us.  It is also important to note here that when it comes to social justice there are huge areas of 

discrimination and inequality relating to issues such as gender, race, ethnicity or religious 

persecution.  Rather than look at these separately as discrete issues, we will focus on complete 

human rights and equality for all, which of course if fully applied would address all these 

crucial issues. 
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So, by starting with the desired end in mind, we find we have already come to our first major 

recommendation for governments around the world.  This definition of success and the 

associated indicators is very different to the current measures of success used by country 

governments around the world to plan and make decisions.  These indicators are usually based 

around much narrower economic definitions of success, such as Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP), as opposed to the fuller Biblical picture of life stretching across the areas of social 

justice, development and environment that we have seen.  Therefore, our first recommendation 

is that é 

 

Governments should : 
¶ Adopt the indicators of success under Social Justice, Development and Environment used 

in this report as national metrics to guide their actions, rather than using solely economic 

indicators like GDP 

 

 

EVOLVING VISION  
 

A final point to note before we move into Part 2 is that any vision and plan that we come up 

with can never become fixed and unchanging permanently.  The world changes and evolves.  

Almost any manifesto or legal code can be perfect for its times but rapidly fall out of date.  

Wonderfully, this is something Jesus recognised.  Rather than give a detailed legal code, as the 

founders of most world faiths did, Jesus calls us to focus on the principles and spirit behind the 

law.  When asked, he said that the whole of the Old Testament law could be summed up in two 

underlying principles, ñóLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.ô  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 

it: óLove your neighbour as yourself.ô  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.ò 68  Rather than become fixed on one vision, plan or legal system that worked 

well é once; our job as Christians is to figure out what that looks like in each new generation 

as the world moves forward.  We will find, in multiple areas, that the Bible will give us overall 

timeless principles, and a study of history will give us lessons about how to implement those 

principles in practice.  Therefore, whilst we need a clear vision for a better world and a practical 

plan for how we will go about achieving it, this can never become fixed and rigid, but will need 

to evolve as we apply these principles, learn and improve in a changing world.  Therefore, 

Arise will be updating this report every five years, as a way of helping to ensure this Christian 

vision for a better world evolves and improves as we continually learn, and stays fresh, up-to-

date and relevant for each new period, season, era and generation.  Thus, we can hold before 

us an ever evolving, holistic, Biblical, Christian vision of a better world to guide our efforts, 

work and action, to gradually transform our world, step-by-step, until the day Jesus returns in 

glory to complete the work he began on the cross.

 
68 Matt 22: 34 ï 40, see also Lev 19: 18; Deut 6: 5; Deut 10: 12; Deut 11: 13; Josh 22: 5; Matt 7: 12; Matt 19: 19; 

Mark 12: 28 ï 34; Luke 6: 31; Luke 10: 25 ï 28; Roms 13: 8 ï 10; Gal 5: 14; James 2: 8; 1 John 4: 7 ï 21 
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PART 2: EVANGELISM  

 

 

 

We begin our journey by considering what the Bible and history teach us about the great calling 

to evangelise the world.  In the Bible we encounter a two-fold way of sharing the Christian 

faith: first, missionary communities plant local churches, and second, the members of those 

churches evangelise the local area.  This is the fundamental model for evangelism that we will 

also see played out in history.  We have therefore grouped specific points under these two broad 

headings. 

 

 

1) WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?  
 

Missionary communities  
 

After Jesus ascended to heaven to be with the Father, the early church initially  remained in 

Jerusalem, in obedience to Jesusô command to ñstay in the cityò  until he sent the Holy Spirit 

to empower them. 69  Later, following the martyrdom of Stephen (and after the Spirit had been 

received), ña great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the 

apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria é Those who had been scattered 

preached the word wherever they went.ò 70  From this point, the global evangelism mission 

Jesus had given his church to ñgo and make disciples of all nationsò really began. 71  Christians 

travelled to new areas to preach the gospel.  We often think of these great pioneers of the early 

church, such as Peter or Paul, going alone, but in almost every instance they were travelling as 

Jesus instructed, at least ñtwo by twoò.  We see this with Peter and John, Paul and Barnabas, 

Barnabas and John Mark, or Paul and Silas.  We also see wider groups ï ñPaul and his 

companionsò, such as Timothy, Luke, Philemon, Titus, Aquila and Priscilla.72  Taking the 

gospel to a new area alone can be very hard.  Going together, groups of Christians can support 
 

69 Luke 24: 46 ï 53, see also Acts 1: 4 ï 9 
70 Acts 8: 1 ï 4 
71 Matt 28: 19 ï 20, see also Matt 24: 14; Mark 13: 10; Mark 16: 15 ï 16, 20; Luke 24: 47; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 4; 1 

Cor 9: 19 ï 22; 1 Tim 2: 3 ï 4; 1 Tim 3: 16; 2 Pet 3: 9; Rev 14: 6 etc. 
72 Mark 6: 7; Luke 10: 1; Acts 8: 25; Acts 15: 36 ï 41; Acts 16: 3 ï 6, see also Acts 13 ï 14; Acts 17: 1, 14 ï 15; 

Acts 18: 18 ï 19; Acts 19: 22; Acts 20: 4 ï 6; Roms 16: 3, 7, 9, 21; 2 Cor 1: 19; Phil 2: 22; Phil 4: 3; 1 Thess 1: 1 

etc. 
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each other, and even form the nucleus of a new local church around which others can then join.  

We see this model continuing to be used very successfully long after the New Testament period, 

for example, in the missionary monastic communities of the early Middle Ages or in todayôs 

church planting movements and house churches.73 

 

The early Christians listened to God and were led to the places he wanted them to go by the 

Holy Spirit.  Philip was told to ñGo south to the road ï the desert road ï that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gazaò, Simon Peter that ñthree men are looking for you é Do not hesitate to 

go with them, for I have sent themò, and Paul ñhad a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 

and begging him, óCome over to Macedonia and help us.ô  After Paul had seen the vision, 

we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 

the gospel to themò, amongst many other examples.74  It is notable throughout Acts that God 

used these missionary communities to particularly target the cities, especially the capitals.  We 

hear of the gospel being preached in Azotus, Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, Antioch, Paphos, Perga, 

Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Attalia, Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, 

Athens, Corinth, Ephesus and ultimately Rome, as missionary communities travelled through 

what is today Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Cyprus, Turkey, Greece and Italy.75  This 

intentional targeting of cities appears to have continued as a successful tactic throughout the 

Roman period and even today.76  Cities are cosmopolitan places where many people meet.  

Throughout history they have tended to be places where new ideas and communities could 

form, where those new ideas could have a disproportionately high impact in a nation relative 

to their size, because of their strategic location, and from where they could then spread out into 

rural areas. 

 

Wherever these missionary communities went, they used local culturally specific methods of 

communicating the gospel.  As Paul says, ñTo the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  

To those under the law I became like one under the law é so as to win those under the law.  

To those not having the law I became like one not having the law é so as to win those not 

having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to 

all people so that by all possible means I might save some.ò  We see this in Peter arguing from 

the scriptures to convince the Jews, ñFellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let 

me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These people are not drunk, as you 

suppose.  Itôs only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel é 

Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves 

knowò or in Paul arguing from Greek philosophy to convince hellenistic gentiles, ñPaul then 

stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: óPeople of Athens! I see that in every 

way you are very religious.  For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 

 
73 Shelley, B., Church History in Plain Language, (2013), pp. 131 ï 132, 162 ï 170, 178 ï 179, 297 ï 302, 393, 

396 ï 399, 519; Johnstone, P., The Church is Bigger than you Think, (1998), pp. 72 ï 77, 166 ï 167, 169, 180; 

Neill, S., A History of Christian Missions, (1990), pp. 57 ï 67 etc. 
74 Acts 8: 26, 29, 39 ï 40; Acts 10: 19 ï 20, Acts 16: 6 ï 10, see also Luke 24: 49, Acts 1: 4 ï 9; Acts 9: 10 ï 17; 

Acts 11: 11 ï 12; Acts 13: 2 ï 4; Acts 16: 6 ï 7; Acts 18: 9 ï 11, 20 ï 21; Acts 20: 22; Acts 23: 11 etc.   
75 Acts 8: 5, 40; Acts 9: 32, 38; Acts 10: 23 ï 24; Acts 11: 20; Acts 13: 4 ï 5, 13 ï 14, 51 ï 14: 1; Acts 14: 6, 20 

ï 25; Acts 16: 8, 12; Acts 17: 1, 10, 15, Acts 18: 1, 18 ï 19; Acts 19: 21; Acts 23: 11; Roms ï 2 Thess etc. 
76 Overy, R. (Ed.), The Times Complete History of the World, (2015), pp. 238 ï 255; MacCulloch, D., A History 

of Christianity, (2010), pp. 156 ï 160, 164 ï 165; Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global 

Christianity, (2009); pp. 238 ï 255 etc. 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                         Part 2: Evangelism  

23 
 

worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.  So you are 

ignorant of the very thing you worship ï and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.ò 77 

 

These missionary communities didnôt just preach the gospel, win local converts and then leave, 

abandoning them.  They planted new local churches, ensuring new believers were grouped 

together into communities.  We are told that as they moved on from the places where they had 

won local converts, ñPaul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with 

prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lordò.78  Furthermore, missionary communities 

ensured that new local churches were not left isolated, but connected into the wider global 

church.  They did this by sending others to visit them, writing to them and re-visiting them to 

strengthen and encourage them, such as when Paul ñtravelled from place to place throughout 

the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.ò  Thus, these local 

churches became part of the wider family of God, with ties of fellowship to all Christians.79 

 

Once a local church was planted, responsibility for evangelising that local area transferred to 

the local church.80  We never see missionary communities planting in areas where a local 

church already exists.  When missionary communities visited, they worked with and through 

the existing local churches to bolster their ministry to evangelise their local area.  They never 

went around existing local churches or re-planted the same area.  In just one example, Paul 

writes to the church already planted in Rome by another missionary community to tell them, 

ñI planned many times to come to you é in order that I might have a harvest among you, 

just as I have had among the other Gentiles.ò 81  (Of course this may have involved sending 

people into existing but dormant churches to revive them, as it does today.)  Even when the 

existing local churches had huge problems, the emphasis was on reforming, reviving and 

continuing to work through them, as all the letters of the New Testament show, not giving up 

on them and planting new local churches in their area.  Thus, when there was deep division and 

wrong teaching in the churches around Antioch, rather than give up on them and replant new 

churches, the church in Jerusalem wrote ñTo the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and 

Ciliciaò, with clear instruction to correct misunderstanding and divisions, sending ñJudas and 

Silas to confirm by word of mouth what we are writingò.82  This is still a major challenge for 

the church.  As David B Barrett and Todd M Johnson observe in their study World Christian 

Trends, ñToday, as we look back over the entire 20th century, we see that although Christian 

resources were more than adequate for evangelizing the world, 9 out of every 10 new 

missionaries sent out went to work among already Christian peoples.ò 83  This approach 

weakens our strategic focus and impact.  It undermines Christian unity, and often achieves little 

more than simply winning converts who are already Christians from one local church or 

 
77 1 Cor 9: 19 ï 22; Acts 2: 5 ï 41; Acts 17: 2 ï 4, 16 ï 34, see also John 4: 4 ï 42; Acts 3: 9 ï 26; Acts 7: 2 ï 53; 

Acts 9: 20; Acts 13: 5, 13 ï 43; Acts 14: 1; Acts 15; Acts 18: 4, 19, 26; Acts 19: 8; 1 Cor 10: 33 etc. 
78 Acts 14: 21 ï 23, see also Acts 15: 36, 41; Acts 16: 2, 5, 13 ï 18, 40; Acts 17: 4 ï 10, 12, 14, 34; Acts 18: 2 ï 

3, 7 ï 8, 18, 23, 26; Acts 20: 1 ï 2, 7 ï 8, 17 ï 31; Roms 16: 3 ï 23; 1 Cor 1: 2; 1 Cor 11: 18; Gal 1: 2; Col 4: 15 

ï 16; 1 Thess 1: 1; Titus 1: 5; Philem 1: 2; Rev 1: 4, 11 etc. 
79 Acts 18: 23, see also Acts 14: 21 ï 23; Acts 15: 23 ï 33, 36 ï Acts 16: 5; Acts 18: 27; Acts 19: 1 ï 7; Acts 20: 

1 ï 2, 7 ï 12, 17 ï 38; Roms ï 1 Tim, Titus; James 1: 1; 1 Pet 1: 1; 3 John 1: 5 ï 8; Rev 1: 4 etc. 
80 Acts 2: 41 ï 47; Acts 4: 1 ï 4, 23 ï 33; Acts 5: 12 ï 14, 42; Acts 6: 7; Acts 9: 31; Acts 13: 48 ï 49; Acts 16: 5; 

Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 14 ï 16; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Thess 1: 1, 7 ï 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 ï 12; Philem 1: 6; 1 Pet 2: 

12, 15; 1 Pet 3: 15 etc. 
81 Roms 1: 7 ï 15, see also Acts 8: 14 ï 25; Acts 9: 26 ï 43; Acts 11: 19 ï 26; Acts 14: 21 ï 23; Acts 18: 24 ï 28; 

Acts 19: 1 ï 20; Acts 21: 4, 8, 25; 2 Cor 10: 15 ï 16; 3 John 1: 5 ï 8 etc. 
82 Acts 15: 1 ï 33, see also Acts 8: 14 ï 25; Acts 11: 19 ï 26; Acts 14: 21 ï 23; Acts 16: 4; Acts 18: 24 ï 28; Acts 

19: 1 ï 7; Acts 20: 6 ï 12, 17 ï 38; Roms ï Rev etc. 
83 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), p. 761, see also pp. 762 ï 768 and Johnson, 

T. M. & Ross, K. M., Atlas of Global Christianity, (2009) pp. 288 ï 289 etc. 
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denomination to another.  The Biblical model is that missionary communities are sent to 

unreached areas only. 

 

Finally, although all Christians are called to share their faith,84 in the New Testament church it 

is clearly understood that some also have a specific calling on top of this to spend the majority 

of their time specialising in evangelism.  We see this in the early church in Jerusalem, where 

following a dispute concerning the daily distribution of food to needy widows the twelve 

Apostles were clear, ñIt would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God 

in order to wait on tables.  Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are 

known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We will turn this responsibility over to them and 

will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.ò 85  Both roles were important, 

but the Apostles were clear about their special calling to evangelism, as indeed others will have 

a special calling to issues like development or social justice.  We suggest that it is Christians 

with this special calling to evangelism that should go out as missionary communities to plant 

new churches.  So, in summary é 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ Send missionaries to unevangelised areas where there are no Christians 

¶ Send those called to be óevangelistsô 

¶ Send missionaries out together in groups as missionary communities 

¶ Be led by the Holy Spirit as to where to send them 

¶ Target the cities, especially the capitals, for particular focus 

¶ Equip missionary communities to use locally culturally specific methods of evangelism 

¶ Support missionary communities to plant new local churches 

¶ Connect these new local churches to the wider global church 

¶ Donôt send missionary communities to plant churches in areas where local churches 
already exist, even where existing churches are dormant and nominal.  Instead support 

revival within these local churches and their evangelistic ministries 

 

 

Local church evangelism  
 

In the early Christian community, once a new local church was planted in an area by a 

missionary community, responsibility for evangelising that local area transferred from the 

founder missionary community to the members of the local church.  We see this in the way the 

original local church in Jerusalem engaged in evangelism, ñEvery day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people.  And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were being saved.ò  We also see this in the actions of 

the many other local churches that were planted later in the New Testament.  Thus, the apostle 

Paul could write to the church that had been planted by a missionary community in Colosse, 

ñthe Gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world ï just as it has been 

 
84 Matt 10: 18 ï 20, 32 ï 33; Matt 13: 23; Acts 4: 4, 23 ï 29; Acts 8: 1, 4; 1 Cor 7: 16; Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 14 ï 

16; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Thess 1: 1, 7 ï 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 ï 12; 2 Tim 1: 7 ï 8; Titus 2: 7 ï 10; Philem 1: 6; 1 

Pet 2: 12, 15; 1 Pet 3: 1 ï 2, 15 etc. 
85 Acts 6: 2 ï 4, see also Acts 9: 15; Acts 13: 1 ï 5; Acts 18: 5; Acts 21: 8; Acts 26: 16 ï 20; Roms 15: 15 ï 16; 1 

Cor 1: 17; Gal 2: 7 ï 8; Eph 4: 11; Col 1: 25; 1 Tim 2: 7; 2 Tim 1: 11; 2 Tim 4: 5 etc. 
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doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood Godôs grace.ò 86  

Throughout the life of the early church there was a relentless focus on evangelism.  We are told 

how ñDay after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 

teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.ò 87  Every Christian took 

part in sharing the gospel as a fundamental part of the role we all have to play to advance the 

holistic kingdom of God, even those who didnôt have a specific calling to spend the majority 

of their time as evangelists.  Thus Peter urges all of us to ñAlways be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.ò 88 

 

 
 

Figure 2.1: Missionary communities  plant local churches, which then lead the work of 
evangelism in their local area . 

 

The early Christians ensured that all their outreach was covered in prayer.  They first prayed to 

God to provide the courage and the words to share their faith; ñNow, Lord, consider their 
 

86 Acts 2: 41 ï 47; Col 1: 6, see also Acts 4: 1 ï 4, 23 ï 33; Acts 5: 12 ï 14, 42; Acts 6: 7; Acts 9: 31; Acts 13: 48 

ï 49; Acts 16: 5; Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 14 ï 16; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Thess 1: 1, 7 ï 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 ï 12; Philem 1: 6; 

1 Pet 2: 12, 15; 1 Pet 3: 15 etc. 
87 Acts 5: 12 ï 14, 42, see also Matt 28: 19 ï 20; Mark 16: 15 ï 16, 20; Luke 10: 2; Acts 1: 8; Acts 2: 46 ï 47; 

Acts 6: 1 ï 4; Acts 8: 4; 1 Cor 9: 19 ï 22; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 2 Tim 1: 7 ï 8; Philem 1: 6; 1 Pet 3: 15 etc.   
88 1 Pet 3: 15, see also Matt 5: 14 ï 16; Matt 9: 37 ï 38; Matt 10: 32 ï 33; Matt 13: 23; Mark 4: 20; Mark 8: 38; 

Luke 8: 15; Luke 9: 26; Luke 10: 2; Luke 12: 8 ï 9; John 15: 27; Acts 8: 1 ï 4; Acts 18: 1 ï 4; 1 Cor 7: 16; Phil 

1: 14 ï 18, 27; Phil 2: 14 ï 16; Phil 4: 3; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Thess 4: 12; 2 Tim 1: 8; Philem 1: 6 etc. 
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threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.ò 89  Then they 

prayed for those with whom they were sharing their faith, as Paul says in his letter to the 

Romans, ñBrothers and sisters, my heartôs desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that 

they may be saved.ò 90  They would spend lots of time with non-Christians and take every 

opportunity to be sociable and in conversation with those around them.  They didnôt wait for 

people to come into óchurchô to hear the gospel, but went out to take the message to others at 

the local village well, in the temple in Jerusalem, from house to house, on the roadside, in the 

synagogues, by rivers where people washed their clothes, in the market place, before councils 

and courts, in lecture halls, wherever people were.91   

 

Often, they opened the way to conversations about faith by demonstrating Jesusô love through 

their actions.  They modelled a radical, open, loving and unified community that met the needs 

of its members, and the wider local community.  For example, we read that in Jerusalem, ñthere 

were no needy persons among them.  For from time to time those who owned land or houses 

sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostlesô feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need.ò 92  Later the early church father, Tertullian (160 ï 220 

AD), reported that non-believers would remark ñSee how they love one another!ò,93 whilst 

the Emperor Julian (331 ï 361 AD), who brutally opposed Christianity, complained that 

ñThese impious Galileans (Christians) not only feed their own poor, but ours alsoò.94  The 

practical love demonstrated by the early churches appears to have been a major factor 

contributing to the rapid growth of faith in the Roman world.95  In other instances, miracles of 

healing, and other signs and wonders that demonstrated Jesusô power, provided opportunities 

for ófaith conversationsô.  In just one example we hear how in Iconium ñPaul and Barnabas 

spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of 

his grace by enabling them to perform signs and wonders.ò 96  This was a central element of 

early church evangelism that Christians today should re-embrace.  We will look at this in more 

detail in Part 3 when we look at The work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

As well as opening up opportunities to share their faith through demonstrating practical love 

and miracles, it is clear that the early Christians took every opportunity to bring their faith 

naturally into their everyday conversations.  No doubt, as today, most of the people they talked 

to werenôt interested and moved the conversation on to something else.  However, some were 

ready and did respond with interest, allowing the early Christians to go deeper, turning these 

ófaith conversationsô into ógospel conversationsô.  (For talking about faith in general terms is 

great, but ultimately people need to hear about Jesusô death and resurrection if they are to come 

into the wonders of a personal relationship with God.)  The New Testament presents many 

great examples of this.  We see Philip coming alongside an Ethiopian official and opening a 

 
89 Acts 4: 29 ï 31, see also Eph 6: 19 ï 20; Col 4: 3 ï 4  
90 Roms 10: 1, see also Matt 5: 44; Matt 6: 10; Luke 6: 28; Luke 22: 32; John 17: 20 ï 21; Acts 4: 29 ï 30; Acts 

8: 24; Acts 26: 28 ï 29; Eph 6: 19 ï 20; Col 4: 3 ï 4; 2 Thess 3: 1; 1 Tim 2: 1 ï 4 etc. 
91 John 4: 4 ï 43; Acts 2: 46; Acts 3; Acts 5: 12, 20 ï 21, 25, 42; Acts 8: 26 ï 39; Acts 9: 20; Acts 13: 5, 14 ï 48; 

Acts 14: 1; Acts 16: 13; Acts 17: 2 ï 3, 10, 17 ï 34; Acts 18: 4, 7 ï 8; Acts 19: 8 ï 9 etc. 
92 Acts 4: 32 ï 35, see also Matt 5: 13 ï 16; Acts 2: 41 ï 47; Acts 6: 1 ï 7; 1 Cor 7: 12 ï 16; Phil 1: 27; Phil 2: 14 

ï 16; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Thess 4: 11 ï 12; 1 Tim 5: 25; Titus 2: 7 ï 10; 1 Pet 2: 12, 15; 1 Pet 3: 1 ï 2 etc. 
93 Tertullian, Apologeticum, (197), 39: 7 
94 Julian, Letter to Arsacius, (c 362) 
95 Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity, (2014), pp. 44, 59 ï 60; Shelley, B., Church 

History in Plain Language, (2013), pp. 37 ï 38; MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), pp. 159 ï 160 

etc. 
96 Acts 14: 3, see also Matt 15: 30 ï 31; Mark 2: 12; Mark 16: 17 ï 20; Luke 7: 15 ï 17; John 2: 11; Acts 2: 1 ï 4: 

12 ï 4: 12; Acts 4: 22; Acts 8: 5 ï 8; Acts 9: 35 ï 42; Acts 13: 9 ï 12; Acts 16: 25 ï 30; Roms 15: 18 ï 19; 1 Cor 

2: 4 ï 5 etc. 
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conversation in which he shares his faith by asking ñDo you understand what you are 

reading?ò  Similarly, Barnabas and Paul in Psidian Antioch start a conversation in which they 

can talk about Jesus by going to the synagogue and coming alongside the local Jews.  As a 

result, the invitation was given, ñBrothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, 

please speakò.  Finally, even Jesus created such an opportunity when he simply came alongside 

a Samaritan woman at a well and asked her ñWill you give me a drink?ò 97  Arise recommends 

that we follow that model and try turning óeveryday conversationsô into ófaith conversationsô, 

and ultimately ógospel conversationsô at least once a day.  When we have got into a good 

routine, work our way up to doing it once with every person we are in conversation with during 

the day.   

 

 
 

Figure  2.2: We should follow the practice of the early church, and share our faith 
naturally with friends and family in our everyday conversations . 

 

When the early Christians had these conversations, they did not seek to argue others into faith.  

They sought merely to witness to what they had seen and heard, and introduce people to Jesus 

to allow them to make a choice whether to follow him or not.  They accepted that on any given 

day many of those who heard would not respond.  As Jesus showed in the parable of the sower, 

much of the seed falls ñalong the pathò, ñon rocky placesò and ñamong thornsò but some on 

ñgood soilò.  Therefore, rather than keeping on coming back to the same small group of 

listeners, they simply moved on and kept broadcasting the message as far and wide as possible, 

so that those who were ready could respond.98  The early Christians were interested in making 

disciples of Jesus, not simply winning converts.   Those who were interested were not simply 

 
97 Acts 8: 30 ï 40; Acts 13: 5, 13 ï 43; John 4: 4 ï 43, see also Luke 4: 15 ï 21; Acts 7: 1 ï 53; Acts 17: 2 ï 4, 16 

ï 34; Acts 22, Acts 24 ï 26; 1 Cor 9: 19 ï 22; 1 Cor 10: 27 ï 33; Phil 2: 14 ï 16; Col 4: 5 ï 6; 1 Pet 3: 15 etc.  
98 Matt 13: 3 ï 23; Mark 4: 1 ï 20; Luke 8: 4 ï 15, see also Matt 10: 14; Matt 22: 2 ï 10; Mark 6: 11; Luke 10: 10 

ï 11; Luke 14: 16 ï 24; Acts 13: 43, 51; Acts 14: 4 ï 7; Acts 17; Acts 18: 6; Acts 19: 8 ï 10 etc. 
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preached to, converted and forgotten, but invited into the life of their local church community.  

In just one example, Peter preaches to the crowd in Jerusalem, and we hear how ñThose who 

accepted his message were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number 

that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer.ò 99  The early Christians therefore walked with, taught, discipled and 

instructed those who came to faith within the context of their loving local church community.  

So, in summary é 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ Keep a relentless focus and intentionality on evangelism 

¶ Help the local church take responsibility for evangelising its local area once the 

missionary community has planted it 

¶ Build loving, open and radically generous local church communities that attract others  

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Be sharing our faith, rather than just leaving it to a few óevangelistsô 

¶ Pray that God would give us the courage and the words to share our faith 

¶ Pray daily for all the people we will be coming into contact with that day to come to faith 

¶ Spend lots of time with non-Christians 

¶ Take every opportunity to be sociable and in conversation with non-Christians 

¶ Be radically loving, kind and generous to all 

¶ Pray for healing and other miracles as a witness to Jesus 

¶ Turn óeveryday conversationsô into ófaith conversationsô by finding a natural way of 
mentioning our faith in the context of whatever conversation we are having.  Start by 

doing this once a day, working up to doing it once with every person we are in 

conversation with during the day.  Most wonôt be interested and will move the 

conversation on and thatôs fine, but some will respond and with them we can go deeper 

and move from a ófaith conversationô into a ógospel conversationô and talk about Jesus 

¶ Keep creating these opportunities and broadcasting the Christian message far and wide 

with all we come into conversation with, rather than keep coming back to the same few 

who may not be interested 

¶ Invite, involve and embed those who do respond in the life of our local church 

community 

¶ Take time to walk with these people within that local church environment as they ask 

questions, explore, come to make a commitment and beyond, truly making disciples, not 

just converts 

 

 

2) WHAT DOES HISTORY TEACH US?  
 

Where have we come from?  
 

Having considered what the Bible teaches us about early church evangelism, let us now 

consider how their successors faired, and how the growth of the church has waxed and waned 

in the 2000 years since (Figures 2.3 ï 2.4). 

 

 
99 Acts 2: 41 ï 47, see also Matt 4: 18 ï 22; Matt 9: 9; Matt 16: 24; Matt 19: 21; Matt 28: 19 ï 20; Acts 5: 14 ï 

16; Acts 6: 1; Acts 9: 17 ï 19, 26 ï 28; Acts 13: 42 ï 44; Acts 14: 21; Acts 17: 4 ï 7; Acts 19: 9 ï 10 etc. 
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Figure 2.3 : Percentage of Christians in the global population  100 
 

 
 

Figure 2.4 : Percentage of Christians in each continent  101 
 

Initially, we see a story of phenomenal growth in Africa, Asia and Europe during the first 600 

years or so as the early church continued after New Testament times to grow rapidly within the 

Roman Empire, eventually taking it over and expanding far beyond its boundaries.  As W Ward 

Gasque says in the Introduction to the History of Christianity, ñBy the middle of the second 

century, little more than a hundred years after the death and resurrection of Jesus, 

flourishing churches existed in nearly all the provinces between Syria and Rome é A 

century later, a significant Christian minority existed in almost every province of the Empire 

and also in several countries to the east.  After another fifty years, around AD 300, Christians 

formed a majority in parts of the provinces of Africa and Asia Minor é Finally, the Emperor 

himself began to support Christianity in AD 312.ò 102  This is a hugely exciting and 

encouraging period from which we have much to learn. 

 
100 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), p. 917 
101 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), pp. 320 ï 333; Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. 

A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), pp. 919 ï 932 
102 Gasque, W. W., The Church Begins in Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity, (2014), p. 

43, see also pp. 42 ï 159; Shelley, B., Church History in Plain Language, (2013), pp. 29 ï 39, 97 ï 104, 518; 

Grim, B. J. &  Johnson, T. M., The Worldôs Religions in Figures, (2013), p. 211 etc.  
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There then followed many centuries when growth in Christianity stalled.  In Europe, pagan 

tribes overtook the Western Roman Empire bringing about the Dark Ages, and in Asia and 

Africa, the Eastern Roman Empire was overtaken by the emergence of Islam.  In the east, 

Christianity declined under Islam, a trend that continues to this day.  In Operation World, one 

of the two globally recognised most authoritative sources on Christian demography, and one 

of the key sources for this report, Jason Mandryk explains how ñAfter the Muslim invasions 

of the 8th Century, Christianity was suppressed or wiped out in the lands of the Middle East 

where the early Church first took root.ò 103  In the west however, the church gradually 

reasserted itself, converting the pagan peoples of Europe.  As Diarmaid MacCulloch says in A 

History Christianity, ñthe Western Church convert(ed) Europe piece by piece between the 

thousand years which separated Constantine I from the conversion of Lithuania in 1386ò.  

It was ñone of the most successful periods in the expansion of the faith, when all Europe 

became Christianò.104  These two trends resulted in a static or slightly declining global picture 

from the seventh to the fifteenth century, with a relatively brief exception in the 1200s, when 

the Mongol empires decimated the non-Christian populations of Asia, and were initially 

receptive to Christianity.  This increased the proportion of the worldôs population that was 

Christian significantly, before the Mongol empires converted to Islam and brutally repressed 

the Christian population, reducing its size again. 

 

After almost a millennium, this stalled global picture began to change again around 1500 AD 

when Western European Christendom crossed the Atlantic and the age of colonial empire 

began.  From around 1500 AD in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), 1600 AD in North 

America, and 1800 AD in Oceania, Christianity was introduced and rapidly became the 

dominant faith.  Stephen Neillôs study A History of Christian Missions shows that ñIf we 

compare the Christian situation in 1600 with that in 1500, we are aware at once of an 

immense difference.  Europe has burst its bonds é With the expansion of Europe, and often 

in advance of it, has gone the expansion of the Churchò, and by 1800 ñIn almost every 

country the Church had a bridgehead.ò 105  Whilst much of this amazing work was done by 

missionary communities acting in love, sometimes conversion in this period was forced and 

accompanied by much bloodshed.  In Church History in Plain Language, Bruce L Shelley 

describes how ñAt times it was some courageous and selfless Franciscan or Jesuit winning 

by persevering love.  At others, it was some troop of ruthless Christian conquerors forcing 

baptism upon natives at the point of the sword.ò 106  Clearly such an approach to mission is 

completely un-Biblical and should never be replicated again.   

 

Globally, growth in the Christian faith really took off in the nineteenth century.  This was partly 

because the largely Christian nations of Europe and North America industrialised and 

developed ahead of other parts of the world, increasing their birth rate and thus the overall 

 
103 Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), p. 74; see also Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global 

Christianity, (2009); pp. 8, 48 ï 54, 122 ï 125, 134, 143, 150 ï 153; Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), 

p. 204 etc.  
104 MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), p. 342; see also pp. 319 ï 362; Overy, R. (Ed.), The Times 

Complete History of the World, (2015), pp. 105, 108 ï 109, 114 ï 115, 118 ï 119, 122 ï 126; Marr, A., A History 

of the World, (2013), pp. 180, 189 ï 192 etc.  
105 Neill, S., A History of Christian Missions, (1990), pp. 150, 177; see also the rest of pp. 120 ï 204; Dowley, T. 

(Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity, (2014), pp. 348 ï 353, 368 ï 384; MacCulloch, D., A History of 

Christianity, (2010), pp. 689 ï 731 etc. 
106 Shelley, B., Church History in Plain Language, (2013), p. 292, see also pp. 293 ï 302; Bosch, D. J., 

Transforming Mission (1998), pp. 226 ï 23, 236 ï 237, 274 ï 275, 302 ï 313; Overy, R. (Ed.), The Times Complete 

History of the World, (2015), pp. 170 ï 171 etc. 
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proportion of the worldôs population that were Christians.  However, the other major factor 

during this period was the incredible work of the nineteenth century Protestant missionary 

movement, which brought the gospel to lands which had never heard it before throughout the 

European colonial empires and beyond.  Patrick Johnstone describes this phenomenon in his 

book, The Church is Bigger than you Think, ñIt was a movement that, despite its many 

weaknesses, was to lead to an astonishing and unprecedented expansion and growth of the 

Church over the following 200 years.  Over the period the largely isolated, introspective 

Protestant Church in north-west Europe was transformed into a global multi-cultural family 

of churches in which those of European origin were to be a distinct minority.ò 107 

 

However, in the last century this positive trend has flattened and started to reverse.  This is 

primarily due to the enormous growth of atheism and agnosticism in Europe, Latin America 

and the Caribbean (LAC), North America and Oceania.  The second edition of the World 

Christian Encyclopedia, describes this as ñthe meteoric growth of secularism in its religious 

forms é From a miniscule presence in 1900, a mere 0.2% of the globe, these systems had 

mushroomed to 20.8% of the globe by 1980.ò  Although, as a global percentage, this has been 

declining again since the late twentieth century, with religion proving to be more robust than 

once suspected.  Nevertheless, in absolute numbers, atheism and agnosticism ñare today 

increasing at an extraordinary rate of 8.5 million new converts each year, and are likely to 

reach one billion adherents soon.  A large percentage of their members are the children, 

grandchildren or great-grandchildren of persons who in their lifetimes were practicing 

Christians.  No Christian strategist in 1900 had envisaged such a massive rate of defection 

from Christianity within its 19th-century heartlands.ò 108 

 

More encouragingly, we can see this decline being partly offset by the staggering growth in the 

number of converts to Christianity from traditional animist faiths, especially in sub-Saharan 

Africa in the last century.  The Worldôs Religions in Figures, another work from the Centre for 

the Study of Global Christianity, relates how ñOver the past 100 years Africa has experienced 

the most profound transformation in religious populations of any continent.  The most 

dramatic numerical increase of Christians in the world occurred on the continent in the 

twentieth century, growing from 11 million (9.3%) in 1910 to 494 million (48.3%) by 2010.ò 

In recent decades Asian countries, such as China and Korea, have also seen dynamic growth, 

for ñOf the (top 10) countries with the fastest Christian growth between 1910 and 2010, seven 

were in Africa and three in Asia é In the period 2000 ï 10, the fastest growth is found in 

Asia (seven countries) and Africa (three countries).ò 109   

 

 
107 Johnstone, P., The Church is Bigger than you Think, (1998), p. 27, see also pp. 25 ï 31, 83, 94 ï 101; Neill, S., 

A History of Christian Missions, (1990), pp. 213 ï 334; Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History of 

Christianity, (2014), pp. 472 ï 493 etc.  
108 Barrett, D. B., Johnson, T. M. & Kurian, G. T., World Christian Encyclopedia, Second Edition, (2001), p. 5, 

see also pp. 3 ï 5; Christianity in its Global Context, 1970 ï 2020, Center for the Study of Global Christianity, 

(2013), pp. 7, 44 ï 53, 62 ï 67; Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), pp. 4, 16, 51, 74 ï 87 etc.  
109 Grim, B. J. & Johnson, T. M., The Worldôs Religions in Figures, (2013), pp. 81, 14, see also pp. 11 ï 16, 38, 

81 ï 83, 115, 210, 213; Barrett, D. B., & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001) pp. 3 ï 5, 9, 75, 843, 

911, 918; Johnstone, P., The Church is Bigger than you Think, (1998), pp. 101 ï 115 etc.  
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Figure  2.5: There has been staggering growth in the church in Africa in the last 
century . 

 

Taken together, these trends show that globally, Christianity has been in slight decline for the 

last century and more, dropping from 34% of the global population in 1900 to 32% in 2020.  

David B Barrett and Todd M Johnson bring this together into a profound challenge for all 

Christians in their book, World Christian Trends, ñThe most startling statement below, for 

persons unfamiliar with it, is that the percentage of Christians in the world has remained 

virtually unchanged at 34% year after year since 1900.  The fact conceals the reality that (a) 

Christianity has made enormous progress, especially numerically, in many areas of the 

world throughout the twentieth century, but (b) at the same time it has also suffered 

catastrophic losses in many other unrelated areas.  Result?  The two trends have exactly 

cancelled each other out é One immediate consequence is that the proportion of the world 

which consists of non-Christians has also remained virtually unchanged at 66% since 1900.  

In a vast range of secular measures, such as the huge medical endeavour to stamp out 

disease and epidemics worldwide, or the global attempt to increase literacy to 100% any 

percentage stuck at 34% for a whole century would be considered an unacceptable failure.ò 
110 

 

 
110 Barrett, D. B., & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), p.75 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                         Part 2: Evangelism  

33 
 

 
 

Figure 2.6 : Percentage of evangelical Christians in the global population  111 
 

 
 

Fig ure 2.7 : Percentage of evangelical Christians in the total population of each 
continent  112 

 

It is worth noting that beneath this total figure ï which includes a lot of very ónominalô Christian 

belief ï in recent decades, the proportion of the total population in every continent that 

describes itself as óevangelicalô, ópentecostalô or ócharismaticô has been growing remarkably 

(after declining for most of the twentieth century) (Figures 2.6 ï 2.7).  This offers some 

encouragement.  According to Bruce L Shelley in Church History in Plan Language, ñModest 

assessments claim they account for just more than one in four Christians today, though the 

number and influences may be much greater.ò 113  Of course there are millions of devout 

Christians of every denomination, many of whom would not identify with these labels, but this 

does at least give us some sense of the different picture between ónominalô and ócommittedô 

Christian belief. 

 
111 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), p. 918 
112 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), pp. 919 ï 932 
113 Shelley, B., Church History in Plain Language, (2013), p.498, see also pp. 494 ï 506; Christianity in its Global 

Context, 1970 ï 2020, Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), pp. 7 ï 8, 16 ï 19; Johnson, T. M. & 

Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global Christianity, (2009); pp. 54 ï 55, 67, 76 ï 79, 96, 105, 115, 139, 174 ï 193, 

265, 291 etc. 
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Patterns of conversion  
 

Looking back across the last 2000 years or more, we see that where the church has been 

operating in predominantly pagan, polytheistic or animist regions, it has generally been 

successful in winning widespread converts.  This was the case in the ancient Roman Empire, 

Europe in the Dark Ages, or sub-Saharan Africa and parts of Asia during the colonial and post-

colonial period.  Where it has encountered more developed belief systems, especially in Asia, 

conversion rates have been slower.  As David J Bosch comments in Transforming Mission, ñby 

and large, Christianity has not been very successful among those peoples who are adherents 

to what often (perhaps incorrectly) is termed the great religions ï Islam, Hinduism, 

Buddhism, etc.ò 114  However, in the last few decades we are beginning to see a positive trend 

in these areas as well, with large numbers converting to Christianity in countries such as Korea, 

China and amongst the dalits in India.115 

 

 
 

Figure 2.8 : Changes in the percentage of global religious adherents of different faiths  
since 1900  116 

 

Conversely, there are two broad historical contexts where the church has declined.  The first is 

in the geographic areas covered by Islam since the seventh century.  The second is in the 

western world from the time of the eighteenth century Enlightenment and especially since 

1900, where the church has lost massive numbers to agnosticism and atheism.  The future 

global religious picture is effectively a race between Christianity, Islam and 

agnosticism/atheism.  As Operation World puts it, ñCultural influence, proselytism and 

birthrates would indicate that global religious dominance will be contested by three main 

forces ï Christianity, Islam and non-religion.  All other faiths are limited to a specific region 

and/or are not growing.  Non-religious people tend to have the lowest birthrates, but the 

trend toward secularisation in many parts of the world has sustained and even swelled their 

numbers.  Proportionately, few convert to Islam, but high birthrates and low apostasy rates 

have propelled Islam to 22,9% of the human population.  Christianity has declined slightly 

 
114 Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), p. 477, see also pp. 476 ï 481; T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas 

of Global Christianity, (2009); pp. 6 ï 15, 34 ï 35, 44 ï 45, 60 ï 65, 134 ï 153; Johnstone, P., The Church is 

Bigger than you Think, (1998), pp. 115 ï 116, 213, 265 ï 268 etc. 
115 Christianity in its Global Context, 1970 ï 2020, Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), pp. 7, 34 

ï 37; Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), pp. 4, 8, 59 ï 60, 66; Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of 

Global Christianity, (2009); pp. 48, 134, 142, 144 etc. 
116 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020), pp. 918 
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from 34.5% in 1990 to 32.3% in 2010.  The precipitous decline of the past 30 years in Europe 

has been offset by the growth in Asia and Africa.  Where it does occur, Christian growth has 

been from both conversion and natural birthrates.ò 117  It is worth looking at these two areas 

of special challenge in a little more detail. 

 

 

Agnosticism/atheism is a special challenge  
 

The west has experienced a dramatic decline in belief (measured through declining church 

attendance and other indicators) since the Enlightenment, but especially in the twentieth 

century.  This has come out of a growing understanding of science which questions a literal 

interpretation of some of the early parts of Genesis, and over time has led to a wider questioning 

of Christian faith.   

 

 
 

Figure  2.9: Agnostici sm/atheism  is a special challenge in the w est, where the church 
has dramatically declined in the last century . 

 

The church has not yet found a way to reinvent itself and to communicate the gospel in a 

manner that recaptures the western public mind, in order to bring about a dramatic reversal in 

this decline, something we desperately need to see.  We are still to discover a post-

Enlightenment Christianity that has mass popular appeal.  Diarmaid MacCulloch captures this 

challenge as he closes his sweeping, A History of Christianity, ñThe more interesting 

 
117 Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), p. 21, see also pp. 16, 22 ï 27, 38 ï 40, 63 ï 66, 69 ï 71, 74 ï 87; The 

Future of World Religions, Pew Research Center, (2015); Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian 

Trends, (2001), pp. 8, 39 ï 40, 52 ï 53, 60, 73, 84, 761 ï 769, 843 ï 844, 912 ï 918 etc. 
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conundrum for Christianity is a society in which polite indifference has replaced the battles 

of the twentieth century: Europe, which is not so much a continent as a state of mind, to be 

found equally in Canada, Australasia and a significant part of the United States.  Can there 

be a new Christian message of tragedy and triumph, suffering and forgiveness to Europeans 

and those who think like them?  é Can the many faces of Christianity find a message which 

will remake religion for a society which has decided to do without it?ò 118 

 

 

Muslim -majority countries are a special challenge  
 

Alongside the decline of Christianity in the west, the other major area of decline has been right 

across the Muslim world.  There are two obvious institutional beliefs within Islam which help 

explain the massive decline of the church in areas that have come under Islamic domination.  

The first is the dhimmi system.  In classical Islam the world is divided into Muslims, other 

peoples of the book (Jews and Christians), and polytheists (animists, polytheists etc.).  

According to historic Islamic scripture and tradition, polytheists are simply to be converted or 

executed, whilst peoples of the book are permitted to continue in their traditions as dhimmi 

peoples, tolerated minorities.  Whilst dhimmis were not forced to convert, they were subjected 

to numerous restrictions, institutionalised discrimination etc.  Thus, over the centuries, where 

predominantly Christian regions in the Middle East, North Africa and other areas came under 

Islamic dominance, there has been a constant pressure to convert to Islam in order to enjoy the 

full benefits of society. This has resulted in a gradual dwindling of Christian populations in 

these areas.  Thus, in A History of Christian Missions Stephen Neill notes that after the Arab 

conquests, Christians ñsuffered certain hardships, and had to endure loss of equality and 

privilege.  They were second-class citizens and tax-payers, and could never hope to rank with 

the Muslim overlords é A number of Christians rose comparatively high in government 

service, though there was ceaseless pressure on them to improve their position by turning 

Muslim, and a great many of them yielded to this pressure é The ancient Eastern Churches 

lost their dominant position in government and in the world of thought.  They were 

constantly drained of their resources through the defection of so many of their young men.ò  

This is a trend which continues today.119 

 

Alongside this issue is the classical Islamic teaching of apostasy.  Under this rule, any adult 

male Muslim who converts to another faith should be executed.  The human rights organisation, 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, sets this out in a rigorous study of the fate of apostates from 

Islam, No Place to Call Home, ñAlthough the Qurôan does not prescribe a temporal 

punishment for apostasy, the vast majority of traditional Islamic theology and jurisprudence 

has advocated the death penalty for a mentally sane male apostate and life-long 

imprisonment or harsh treatment for a female apostate.ò  These ñtraditional views on 

apostasy continue to dominate popular Muslim opinion.ò  In the modern world, the death 

penalty for apostasy is seldom enforced, even in the most extreme states.  However, even when 

it is not, apostasy remains illegal in more than twenty nations, and individual converts face 

massive persecution and rejection from society and their own families.  ñApostates are subject 

to gross and wide-ranging human rights abuses including extra-judicial killings by state-

related agents or mobs; honour killings by family members; detention, imprisonment, 

 
118 MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), p. 1016; see also Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), 

pp. 349 ï 519; Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global Christianity, (2009); pp.55, 104 ï 105 etc. 
119 Neill, S., A History of Christian Missions, (1990), p. 55, see also pp. 56, 112 ï 114, 179 ï 180, 444 ï 448; 

MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), pp. 261 ï 263, 273 ï 278, 483, 495 ï 499, 854 ï 855, 920 ï 

927, 1005; Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity, (2014), pp. 190, 208, 579 etc. 
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torture, physical and psychological intimidation by security forces; the denial of access to 

judicial services and social services; the denial of equal employment or education 

opportunities; social pressure resulting in loss of housing and employment; and day-to-day 

discrimination and ostracism in education, finance and social activities.  The affect of all 

this on the personal lives of apostates and their families can be significant and far-reaching.ò 

120  Taken together with the dhimmi law, this results in both a pressure to convert to Islam, and 

a barrier which prevents Muslims from converting out of Islam into Christianity or any other 

faith.   

 

 
 

Figure  2.10: The Muslim -world is a special challenge to reach with the gospel . 
 

There are several important caveats to note when considering this sensitive subject.  First, when 

this system emerged in the seventh century, the allowance of dhimmi peoples to continue to 

live and worship under significant restrictions was nevertheless considerably more enlightened, 

moderate and tolerant than the behaviour of the Christian church at the time and in later 

centuries.  Second, whilst this is demonstrably the position of classical Islamic theology, it has 

very often not been followed to the letter in many Muslim majority countries, any more than 

Christian countries or churches have always followed orthodox Christian teaching.  Thus, at 

many points in history, dhimmis and other peoples have been treated with considerably more 

tolerance, whilst at other times, they have been treated even more harshly, with execution or 

forced conversion.  For example, in A History of Christianity Diarmaid MacCulloch describes 

how in the nineteenth century ñthe Ottoman rulerôs pursuit of Tanzimat (óreorganisationô) 

brought modernising reforms in edicts of 1839 and 1856 which dismantled the millet system 

of separate religious communities.  This provoked a good deal of resentment from Muslims, 

 
120 No place to call home, CSW, (2008) p. 4; see also pp. 1 ï 116; Which countries still outlaw apostasy and 

blasphemy, Pew Research Center, (29 Jul 2016); Neill, S., A History of Christian Missions, (1990), pp. 56, 117, 

179, 359, 424 etc. 
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who now saw former second-class status groups claim equality with themselvesò, yet in the 

same century the Ottoman empire also saw ña series of massacres of Dyophysite Christian 

mountain communities by Kurds in what is now Iranian Azerbaijanò and ña series of 

massacres of Armenians in the Caucasus and further south during the 1890s, which 

included the burning alive in 1895 of several thousand Armenians in their cathedral in 

Urfaò.121  Finally, it is important to note that many Muslim academics, theologians, secularists, 

moderates and liberals would today challenge this historic traditional position of Islam in 

relation to both dhimmi and apostasy law.  Again, as Christian Solidarity says in their report 

No Place to Call Home, ñAn increasing number of contemporary Muslim thinkers, 

particularly those residing in the West, have called for a re-evaluation of the shariôa position 

on the death penalty for apostasy and return to a more faithful interpretation based on the 

Qurôan.ò 122  Nevertheless, despite these important considerations, both historically and today 

Christians and other non-Muslims in most majority-Muslim contexts face a degree of 

institutionalised discrimination in the form of pressure to convert, and an abhorrence of 

apostasy, which has prevented Muslims from converting to other faiths. 

 

 

Local church evangelism becomes the primary factor for the future  
 

Despite these areas of setback and challenge, today Christianity is the largest religion in the 

world, with approximately a third of all people identifying themselves as Christians.  

Christianity is also the most globalised religion.  It is the majority religion in every continent 

in the world except Asia.  Churches exist in every country, although in several they are 

underground due to persecution.  Out of over 230 countries and independent territories in the 

world today, there are only 41 with a resident Christian population of less than 5% and only 19 

with less than 1%.123  Therefore, although there is still a need to send out small groups of 

Christians as missionary communities to plant new local churches in unreached places 

(particularly in Muslim-majority countries), in many ways the job of the missionary 

communities is largely completed.  The church has been planted around the world, and the bulk 

of the evangelism that needs to take place today should be focused on effective local church 

evangelism by ordinary Christians, like you and me. 

 

For example, in the UK, the evangelist, J John, quotes survey results indicating why people 

who are not yet Christians come to church.  These show ñ1% come because they were visited 

by Christians, 2% come because of the church programme ï theyôve come along to a holiday 

club, a senior citizensô lunch, toddler group and so on, 3% come because of bereavement, 

3% come because of Sunday school, 6% walk through the door because they see some 

publicity, 8% come because of some personal contact theyôve had with the minister or church 

staff, and 77% come because friends or relatives invited them.ò  Similarly, speaking about 

church growth in Asia, Operation World says ñThe recent growth of the Church has largely 

been through the work of national workers, local evangelists and ordinary believers.  These 

churches are, more than ever, Asian in structure, style and leadership ï taking forms 

relevant for those they are trying to reachò, and again specifically in reference to South Asia, 

 
121 MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), p. 855, see also pp. 259 ï 267, 273 ï 278, 483, 495 ï 499, 

854, 920 ï 927; Freedom of religion and the persecution of Christians 2016, Open Doors, (2016), pp. 3, 5, 8 ï 

23; Overy, R. (Ed.), The Times Complete History of the World, (2015), pp. 112, 156, 252 etc. 
122 No place to call home, CSW, (2008), p. 4; see also pp. 6, 25, 27 ï 31, 33; Donnelly, J., Universal Human Rights 

in Theory and Practice, (2013), pp. 79 ï 80; Moving Away from the Death Penalty, OHCHR, (2015), pp. 198 ï 

200 etc.  
123 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. A., World Christian Encyclopedia, Third Edition, (2020) 
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but which could be applied to any continent, ñThe vast majority of Kingdom increase in this 

region is through the faithful witness of indigenous believers sharing the good news village 

by village and town by town.ò  Again, writing in an Introduction to the History of Christianity, 

W Ward Gasque show this same approach being used to enormous effect during the Roman 

Empire, one of the most successful periods of mass evangelism in history, ñEarly Christianity 

in no way depended solely upon professional leaders for its practice and growth.  Each 

Christian was both ópriestô and ómissionaryô é All were active in sharing the message of 

Christ with others.ò  The point is further reinforced by Michael A Smith in the same 

publication, ñPersonal witness was by far the most common method of evangelism used by 

Christians, because it was the easiest to organise.  Personal friendship formed the basis for 

bringing many people to Christ é Celsus mentions how Christians with little or no education 

seized every opportunity to witness to people, and even when confronted by educated pagans 

would not stop pushing their opinions.ò 124 

 

 
 

Figure  2.11: The vast majority of people who become Christians do so through the 
witness of friends and family.  Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and 

equipping of ordinary Christians to successfully share their faith with confidence.  
 

The amazing power of local congregations of ordinary Christians being mobilised for 

friendship evangelism can be demonstrated by using a simple thought experiment (Figures 2.12 

ï 2.13).  Imagine a dynamic and successful missionary with a major global reach, who 

successfully converts an incredible 10,000 people every year.  After 34 years of this astonishing 

ministry, they will  have converted a staggering 340,000 people.  Conversely, imagine yourself, 

a normal, average everyday Christian.  Instead of 10,000 people, give yourself a far, far less 

 
124 John, J., The Natural Evangelism Course, (2014), p. 37; Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), pp. 19, 60, 66; 

Gasque, W. W., The Church Begins, & Smith, M. A., Spreading the Good News, in Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction 

to the History of Christianity, (2014), pp. 44, 59 ï 60 etc. 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                         Part 2: Evangelism  

40  
 

ambitious, but more realistic target of converting just one person every year.  Next, imagine 

that person also manages to convert just one person each year, and that person also converts 

just one person a year, and so on.  Thus, in the first year there is just one of you, after another 

year there are two, the year after that there are four and so on.  If we continue this process for 

the same period of 34 years, we reach the staggering total of 8,589,934,592 converts, more than 

the entire population of the planet.  Throughout this whole period of time, you as the starting 

individual have only converted 34 people, compared to our stellar missionaryôs 340,000, but 

the collective impact of the church mobilised, empowered and confident to share its faith has 

transformed the world. 

 

 
 

Figure 2.12 : Local friendship evangelism vs professional evangelist  
 

 
 

Figu re 2.13: Local friendship evangelism vs professional evangelist ẙ first 20 years  
 

This thought experiment becomes even more staggering when we consider that obviously we 

arenôt starting in a world with only one Christian.  As we saw earlier, one in three people is 

already a Christian; 2.5 billion.  If every Christian already in the world today were to truly 

grasp the potential of this simple friendship evangelism model, and each commit to seek to 

convert just one person each year, we would see the entire world converted to Christianity in 

less than two years.  Of course, the real world is more complex than this statistical exercise.  

Christians are not distributed equally and many, or even most of us, are not active in 
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evangelism.  Nevertheless, the point is clear that it is the grassroots personal evangelism of 

people like you and me that has the potential to yield the biggest results, if we can be equipped, 

trained and mobilised.125   

 

 

WHERE DO WE NEED TO GO NEXT?  
 

There are a number of key lessons that we can extract from our consideration of evangelism 

over the last 2000 years, to help form part of our vision for achieving a better world.  

 

 

Missionary communities  
 

Our examination of history indicates that missionary communities have been extremely 

effective in church planting around the world, and as a result it is now local church evangelism 

from the churches they have planted which will be most significant for the future.  However, 

there is still an important role for missionary communities and some key lessons we can draw 

from history as major priorities for the church in the twenty-first century.  First, the church 

should prioritise reaching the Islamic world as one of the two major areas in the world where 

the gospel has failed to have significant impact.  In other countries, such as those where the 

gospel has come up against significant resistance from atheist/agnostic, Hindu and Buddhist 

belief systems, there are large indigenous churches that can lead evangelism.  In large parts of 

the Islamic world this isnôt the case, and missionary communities still have a major role to play.  

As the Centre for the Study of Global Christianityôs report Christianity in its Global Context 

says, ñThe countries in which there is least personal contact between religionists are 

overwhelmingly Muslim-majority countries.  On a regional basis, only 10% of individuals in 

Western Asia and 11% in Northern Africa are thought to have personal contact with a 

Christian.ò 126  Therefore a key priority must be to continue to research, develop and support 

effective ways of reaching Muslims with the gospel, and to support local churches and 

underground believers in Muslim-majority nations to send out more missionary communities 

to plant local churches both in their own countries, and neighbouring Muslim-majority nations.   

 

Another lesson for the church is that the gospel travels more easily within cultures than across 

them. Therefore, missionary communities should be sent to plant churches from social groups 

that are as culturally and ethnically close as possible to those they are seeking to reach.  In 

Operation World, Jason Mandryk notes that in South Asia whilst there is much success ñthe 

gospel has rarely jumped across ethno-linguistic or caste boundariesò, and that to do so 

requires that ñnew languages, new cultures and new methods of ministry must be learnedò.  

Where churches have been phenomenally successful it is precisely because ñThese churches 

are, more than ever, Asian in structure, style and leadership ï taking forms relevant for those 

they are trying to reach.ò  Similarly, in Africa ñThe vast bulk of Africaôs unreached are 

Muslim many of them practicing an African brand of folk Islam.  As demonstrated in West 

Africa, East Africa and elsewhere, sub-Saharan Africans can be extremely effective at 

winning Muslims to Jesus and are doing so to greater effect than ever.ò  Consequently, ñThe 

 
125 Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global Christianity, (2009); pp.316 ï 319; Barrett, D. B. & 

Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), pp. 759 ï 769; Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), p. 19 etc. 
126 Christianity in its Global Context, 1970 ï 2020, Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), pp. 8, see 

also p. 79; The Future of World Religions, Pew Research Center, (2015), pp. 5 ï 18, 25 ï 26, 29 ï 37, 40, 43, 47 

ï 52, 70 ï 80, 143 ï 150, 154 ï 165; Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), pp. 9 ï 10, 

40, 52 ï 58, 60, 73, 80 ï 84, 761 ï 769, 912 ï 918 etc. 
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missionary force is increasingly African and multi-continental and less Western.  Much 

sensitivity and humility is required for effective ministry that reaches the unevangelised and 

defers to the maturity and vision of the growing African Church.ò  As Philip Ball says in 

Critical Mass, his study of the dynamics of human group behaviour, ñtransmission of cultural 

ideas depends on how much common ground already exists.ò 127  As well as sending 

missionary communities, the church should also make maximum use of multi-media channels 

such as radio, TV, internet and, of course, Bible translation and scripture resources.  These are 

ministries that have been used incredibly effectively to spread the gospel, particularly to 

isolated and hostile areas, over the last 100 years.128  So, in summary é 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ Focus research and resources on reaching the Islamic world  

¶ Send missionary communities from social groups that are as culturally and ethnically 

close as possible to those they are seeking to reach 

¶ Make effective use of radio, TV and internet ministries to share the gospel 

 

 

Local church evangelism  
 

The lessons from history indicate that the simple sharing of faith by ordinary Christians with 

local friends, family and neighbours, should be the key focus for driving evangelism around 

the world in the twenty-first century.  William Carey, the famous ófather of modern missionsô, 

saw this, as Bruce L Shelley describes in Church History in Plain Language, ñHe held that 

the foreign missionary can never make more than a small contribution to the 

accomplishment of the work that has to be done, and that therefore the development of the 

local ministry is the first and greatest of all missionary considerations.ò  Similarly, David J 

Bosch in Transforming Mission, like so many other experts in this area, rightly celebrates the 

crucial role that ordinary Christians played in the growth of the early church in the Roman 

Empire, one of the most successful periods of Christian growth in history, ñOf far greater 

significance for mission than the ministry of the peripatetic preacher or the monk was the 

conduct of early Christians, the ólanguage of loveô on their lips and in their lives é In the 

final analysis it was not the miracles of itinerant evangelists and wandering monks that 

impressed the populace ï miracle workers were a familiar phenomenon in the ancient world 

ï but the exemplary lives of ordinary Christiansò.  He goes on to lament that since that time; 

ñFor almost nineteen centuries and in virtually all ecclesiastical traditions ministry has been 

understood almost exclusively in terms of the service of ordained ministers.ò  He then rightly 

celebrates that we are now beginning to return to that original understanding of the enormous 

potential of ordinary Christians for mission, for ñThe movement away from ministry as the 

monopoly of ordained men to ministry as the responsibility of the whole people of God, 

ordained as well as non-ordained, is one of the most dramatic shifts taking place in the 

church today.ò  Or as David B Barrett and Todd M Johnson put it in World Christian Trends, 

ñIt is important to realise that evangelising Christians, the evangelising Church, consists 

almost entirely of lay persons ï non-ordained, non-professional Christians, engaged full-

time in secular occupations in the secular world.  In the vast majority of Christian 

 
127 Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), pp. 66, 60, 34, 38; Ball, P., Critical Mass, (2005), p. 427; see also pp. 

428 ï 436; Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global Christianity, (2009); pp. 48 ï 49, 104, 138, 142 

ï 144 etc. 
128 Johnstone, P., The Church is Bigger than you Think, (1998), pp. 230 ï 240; Mandryk, J., Operation World, 

(2010), pp. 9 ï 10, 13, 60, 64 ï 65, 69 ï 70; Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, (2001), pp. 

5, 8, 42 ï 45, 639 ï 650, 684 ï 691, 765, 843 ï 844 etc. 
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denominations across the world, the laity number from 99.0% to 99.9% of the entire 

membership of the church é In 1954 the WCCôs (World Council of Churches) first survey 

Evangelism stated, óLaymen are on the frontier, served by the ministry whose function is to 

equip the people of God for its mission.ô  Nearly every lay believer meets in his daily work 

people who are outsiders or even (in many parts of the world) persons who are unevangelised 

or unreached by the Gospel.ò 129  

 

Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and equipping of ordinary Christians to 

successfully share their faith with confidence, in order to see a real step change in the successful 

sharing of the gospel.  This is why Arise has developed Equipped to Share 

(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share), a free course of five sessions that can be run 

in any local church, to empower individual Christians to talk with confidence about their faith, 

as our contribution to this crucial priority.  The course also helps us to make our church services 

welcoming and relevant places to invite our non-Christian friends.   

 

 
 

Figure  2.14: We must e nsure our local churches are places where people are warmly 
welcomed, and can find love and friendship . 

 

We must expand our concept of the local church, from a single congregation meeting in a single 

building to a networked local church, where many communities can meet around a core 

congregational space.  These can include small groups, Alpha groups, discipleship courses, 

mothers and toddlers groups, mid-week services, menôs and womenôs meetings, youth groups, 

older peoples groups, the group that meets in the pub on Sunday night, the church football team 

etc.  All of these groups are equally valid parts of a networked local church where non-believers 

 
129 Shelley, B., Church History in Plain Language, (2013), p. 391; Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), 

pp. 191, 467, see also pp. 192, 211 ï 212, 468 ï 474; Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M., World Christian Trends, 

(2001), p. 667, see also pp. 665 ï 674, 765; Mandryk, J., Operation World, (2010), pp. 19, 60, 66 etc. 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
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can be invited, make friends, settle into and be discipled.  As Nicky Gumbel, leader of the 

enormously successful global evangelism movement, Alpha, has said, ñPeople will come to 

church for many reasons, but they will stay for only one ï friendship.  People arenôt looking 

for a friendly church; theyôre looking for a church where they can make friends.ò  Local 

churches that are structured in such a way to foster, build and support those friendships will be 

the most successful. 130  As local churches get larger as more people join them as a result of 

successful friendship evangelism by ordinary Christians, they will need to further split and sub-

divide into new local churches in the same area.   

 

To further assist this process of local church based friendship evangelism, the church should 

focus research and resources on reaching the post-Enlightenment agnostic/atheist western 

world.  As we have seen, the future of faith in our world is largely a race between Islam, 

Christianity and agnosticism/atheism.  We have already observed that having impact in the 

Muslim world is mainly a job for missionary communities to plant local churches where they 

are lacking.  However, in the post-Christian western world, local churches exist but are in 

dramatic decline.  As the Atlas of Global Christianity puts it, ñDiscernible today is a 

globalisation of secularism and pluralism, which are becoming the Zeitgeist in the 

postmodern West and beyond é Christianity in the West suffers from an image problem.  

Christianity has ceased to be an attractive religion among the younger generation.ò 131  The 

church has yet to develop a way of communicating Christianity to the post-Enlightenment 

agnostic/atheist world that has widespread popular traction and this must be a major focus.  As 

we do this, particular focus must be placed on young people.  There is a large amount of 

academic research suggesting that most people make major decisions about their world view, 

such as coming to follow Jesus, in their formative years.  Afterwards, many of course will still 

come to know Jesus, but it becomes harder for them to take that step. 

 

History shows that when the church has experienced rapid growth, such as during: the ancient 

Roman Empire; the European Dark Ages; the colonial and post-colonial period of Sub-Saharan 

Africa; or within parts of Asia today, there has been the sense in the zeitgeist of Christianity as 

an emerging, confident force, and the faith of the future.  Thus, in A History of Christian 

Missions, Stephen Neill writes of the church in the Roman Empire, ñthe favourable attitude 

of the emperor produced a complete change in the situation of the Christian Church.  From 

obscurity it emerged into brilliance, from obloquy to the height of popularity.  Crowds 

pressed into it é Christianity was fashionable, and the majority of men, then as now, found 

it convenient to follow the fashion.  It seems likely that the number of Christians in the 

empire at least quadrupled itself in the century that followed Constantine.ò  We see similar 

cultural momentum with the growth of Islam in Asia and North Africa during the Middle Ages 

(and arguably in the west today), and with agnosticism/atheism in the west during the twentieth 

century.132   

 

Re-capturing the cultural mood and the zeitgeist is key for Christianity to be once more seen 

as the faith of the future.  In our modern world, this overwhelmingly means that the church 

 
130 Nicky Gumbel: óPeople come to church for many reasons, they stay for one ï friendshipô, Christian Today, 

(2014); see also Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), p. 414; Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History 

of Christianity, (2014), pp. 44, 58 ï 60, 62, 586 etc.  
131 Lee, M., Future of Global Christianity, in Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. M. (Eds.), Atlas of Global Christianity, 

(2009); pp. 104 ï 105, see also p. 55; Bosch, D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), pp. 349 ï 519; Gladwell, M., 

The Tipping Point, (2015) etc. 
132 Neill, S., A History of Christian Missions, (1990), p. 41, see also pp. 25 ï 26, 35 ï 36, 40, 288 ï 289; Bosch, 

D. J., Transforming Mission (1998), pp. 191 ï 194; MacCulloch, D., A History of Christianity, (2010), pp. 164 ï 

165 etc. 
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must draw on lessons from fields such as psychology, sociology and marketing, to craft and 

communicate a positive and attractive picture of Christianity through the media.  As Malcolm 

Gladwell says in The Tipping Point, his famous book on runaway social phenomena, there are 

real answers to the ñtwo simple questions that lie at the heart of what we would all like to 

accomplish as educators, parents, marketers, business people, and policymakers.  Why is it 

that some ideas or behaviours or products start epidemics and others donôt?  And what can 

we do to deliberately start and control positive epidemics of our own?ò, for ultimately, ñThere 

is a simple way to package information that, under the right circumstances, can make it 

irresistible.  All you have to do is find it.ò 133  So, in summary é 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ Massively focus on training and empowering ordinary Christians in local congregations 

to share the gospel confidently and naturally with their friends, family and neighbours 

through initiatives like Ariseôs Equipped to Share course, 

www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share 

¶ Make church services as welcoming as possible to non-believers 

¶ Promote networked local churches, where the focus is on multiple congregational spaces 

around the main meeting: small groups where non-Christians can be invited, such as, 

Alpha groups, discipleship courses, mother and toddler groups, mid-week services, menôs 

and womenôs meetings, youth groups, older peopleôs groups, the group that meets in the 

pub on Sunday night, the church football team etc. 

¶ Sub-divide churches into multiple local churches in the same area when they become too 

full to make meeting together practical 

¶ Particularly focus research and resources on communicating the gospel effectively to the 

post-Enlightenment agnostic/atheist western world 

¶ Particularly focus on communicating the gospel effectively to young people 

¶ Proactively engage with the media, projecting a positive image of Christianity which 

creates fertile cultural soil for conversion 

 

 

PRIORITISE  
 

Taken together, these lessons from the Bible and history provide a detailed plan for the church, 

and for us as individual Christians, to be released into powerful world-changing evangelism.  

They are all important, and they all need to be done.  However, if we could do just one thing it 

must be to é  

 

¶ Massively focus on training and empowering ordinary Christians in local congregations 

to share the gospel confidently and naturally with their friends, family and neighbours 

through initiatives like Ariseôs Equipped to Share course, 

www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share 

 

We have seen how it is ordinary people, like you and me, sharing our faith powerfully and 

effectively that will have the greatest impact for the gospel.  This is why Arise has developed 

Equipped to Share (www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share), a free course of five 

sessions that can be run in any local church, to empower individual Christians to talk with 

confidence about their faith, as our contribution to this crucial priority.  For the church to be 

 
133 Gladwell, M., The Tipping Point, (2015), pp. 14, 132; see also Heath, C. & Heath, D., Made to Stick, (2008); 

Ball, P., Critical Mass, (2005) etc. 

http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
http://www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipped-to-share
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most strategic and see the biggest results in this crucial area of evangelism, it should put less 

emphasis on professional evangelists, rallies, slogans and conferences for evangelism.  Instead 

it should focus on training and equipping individual Christians to share the gospel confidently, 

effectively and naturally with their friends, family and neighbours, releasing a workforce of 

billions with the potential to convert the world within a generation.
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PART 3: DISCIPLESHIP  
 

 

 

Once we have come into a personal relationship with Jesus, there begins a lifelong journey of 

growing deeper in our faith.  Having considered what needs to happen in our world in our first 

area of evangelism, we now turn to our second: discipleship.  In this Part of the report we will 

rely solely on what the Bible because there is no readily available statistical information 

relating to the churchôs progress with discipleship over the last 2000 years.  Fortunately (and 

unsurprisingly) there is no shortage of excellent lessons we can distil from the Bible to guide 

us in our discipleship.  As in Part 2, we have grouped these lessons together under particular 

themes. 

 

 

1) WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?  
 

Prayer  
 

The foundation of our relationship with God, and the primary way communication flows 

between us, is prayer.  Throughout the Old and New Testament, the people of God are 

instructed to pray regularly to him, for we hear how they should ñin every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.ò 134  They did this when they 

met together as a community, like the early Christians in Jerusalem who ñall joined together 

constantly in prayerò.135  They also did this privately as individuals, one-to-one with God, 

often going away to find a quiet place where they wouldnôt be interrupted, as Jesus regularly 

did.  We frequently read how ñVery early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got 

up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.ò 136  A practical way to 

do this today is to ensure that we all have a daily óquiet timeô in prayer, ideally first thing in 

the morning.  Jesus then gave us a wonderful model to follow in the Lordôs prayer: ñThis, then, 

 
134 Phil 4: 6, see also Psalms; Matt 6: 5 ï 13; Mark 1: 35; Luke 9: 28; Luke 11: 1 ï 13; John 16: 23 ï 24; Acts 2: 

42; Roms 12: 12; Eph 6: 18 ï 19; Col 4: 2 ï 4; 1 Thess 5: 17; Hebs 5: 7; James 5: 13 ï 18; Jude 1: 20 etc. 
135 Acts 1: 14, see also 1 Sam 7: 5; Joel 1: 14; Matt 18: 19 ï 20; Luke 9: 28 ï 36; Acts 3: 1; Acts 4: 24 ï 31; Acts 

12: 5 ï 12; Acts 16: 25; Acts 20: 36; Acts 21: 5 etc. 
136 Mark 1: 12, 35, see also 1 Kings 19; Matt 4: 1; Matt 6: 5 ï 6; Matt 14: 13, 23; Matt 15: 29; Matt 26: 36 ï 46; 

Mark 6: 46; Mark 14: 32 ï 42; Luke 4: 1, 42; Luke 5: 16; Luke 6: 12; Luke 9: 18; Luke 22: 39 ï 46 etc. 
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is how you should pray éò 137  Our quiet time should include giving thanks and worship (ñOur 

Father in heaven, hallowed be your nameò),138 prayer for others and the world (ñyour 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heavenò),139 prayer for ourselves and 

our day ahead (ñGive us today our daily breadò),140 repentance for anything we have done 

wrong since we last repented (ñforgive us our debtsò)141 and prayer for protection from 

spiritual attack (ñlead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil oneò ).142   

 

 
 

Figure  3.1: Prayer, the foundation of our relationship with God . 
 

We should not just broadcast our wishes at God, but include a time of listening to anything he 

may want to say to us.  We may get a general sense God is saying something, see pictures, or 

be given passages of scripture or particular words.  In just one example from the Bible, David 

made a constant practice of listening to God for his will.  We hear how ñDavid inquired of the 

LORD. óShall I go up to one of the towns of Judah?ô he asked.  The LORD said, óGo up.ô  

 
137 Matt: 6: 9 ï 13; Luke 11: 1 ï 4 
138 Matt: 6: 9; Luke 11: 2, see also 1 Sam 2: 1 ï 10; Psalms; Jer 32: 16 ï 21; Dan 6: 10; Habak 3: 2 ï 19; Acts 13: 

2; Acts 16: 25; 2 Cor 1: 11; Col 1: 3; 1 Thess 1: 2; 1 Thess 5: 18; 2 Tim 1: 3; Philem 1: 4 etc. 
139 Matt 6: 10; Luke 11: 2, see also Matt 7: 7 ï 11; Luke 22: 32; John 17: 9 ï 26; Acts 12: 5 ï 12; Acts 14: 23; 

Acts 28: 8; Roms 1: 9; Roms 10: 1; Roms 15: 30 ï 31; 2 Cor 1: 11; Eph 6: 18 ï 19; 1 Thess 1: 3; 1 Tim 2: 1 ï 2; 

3 John 1: 2 etc. 
140 Matt 6: 11; Luke 11: 3, 5 ï 10, see also Gen 24: 12 ï 15, 42 ï 45; 2 Sam 15: 31; 2 Kings 20: 1 ï 6; Psalms; 

Matt 21: 22; Mark 11: 23 ï 24; Luke 1: 13; John 14: 13 ï 14; John 15: 7, 16; John 16: 23 ï 24; Roms 1: 10 etc. 
141 Matt 6: 12, 14 ï 15; Luke 11: 4, see also 1 Sam 7: 2 ï 6; 1 Kings 8: 33 ï 36, 46 ï 50; 2 Kings 22: 19; 2 Chron 

7: 13 ï 14; Nehemiah 1: 5 ï 11; Job 42: 1 ï 6; Psalm 25: 11; Psalm 32; Psalm 51; Jonah 3; Rev 3: 3, 19 etc. 
142 Matt 6: 13; Luke 11: 4, see also 1 Chron 21: 1 ï 8; Job 1: 6 ï 2: 7; Matt 26: 41; Mark 14: 38; Luke 11: 4; Luke 

22: 31 ï 32, 40, 46; John 17: 11 ï 15; James 4: 7; 1 Pet 5: 8 ï 9; 1 John 2: 13 ï 14; 1 John 4: 3 ï 4; 1 John 5: 4 ï 

5, 18 ï 19; Rev 2: 10, 13 etc. 
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David asked, óWhere shall I go?ô  óTo Hebron,ô the LORD answered.ò 143  We should also 

read our Bibles in our quiet times, a practice of studying scripture, which once again was 

strongly followed by the people of God throughout the Bible, for ñAll scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.ò 144  As well as 

praying with others as a community, and alone as individuals in a daily routine, the people of 

God in the Bible prayed throughout their days, calling out to God in ad hoc ways as the need 

arose.  In just one example, Nehemiah tells us that despite being ñvery much afraidò, in the 

middle of a conversation with the Persian King Artaxerxes, ñI prayed to the God of heaven, 

and I answered the king, óIf it pleases the king é let him send me to the city in Judah where 

my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild it.ô é And because the gracious hand of my 

God was on me, the king granted my requests.ò 145  Prayer is never far from the lips of Godôs 

people throughout the Bible.  Whenever they pray, they are instructed to keep their prayers 

simple and short, as Jesus said ñwhen you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they 

think they will be heard because of their many words.ò 146  They are also told to persevere in 

prayer, as we do not always see immediate results.  Jesus explained this to his disciples with 

the parable of the persistent widow, ñto show them that they should always pray and not give 

up.ò 147  So, in summary é 

 
Individual Christians should : 
¶ Have a daily óquiet timeô, ideally in the morning.  This should involve é 

o Going to a quiet place where we wonôt be interrupted 

o Thanking and worshipping God 

o Repenting of anything wrong we have done since we last repented 

o Reading the Bible 

o Spending a few minutes asking God if there is anything he wants to say to us 

and quietly listening 

o Praying for others and our world 

o Praying for ourselves and our day ahead 

o Praying for protection  

¶ Pray in ad hoc ways throughout our day as we need to 

¶ Pray together with other Christians in church and when we meet 

¶ Pray simple and short prayers 

¶ Persevere in our prayers 

 

 

Obedience, calling and direction  
 

Throughout the Bible amazing things happen when Godôs people are obedient to the things he 

asks them to do.  We see this ï time after time ï in Godôs calling to Abraham, Moses, Gideon, 

Samuel, David, Jonah, Paul and many others, such as the disciples, who ñleft everythingò when 

 
143 2 Sam 2: 1, see also Judges 18: 5 ï 6; Judges 20: 18, 23, 26 ï 28; 1 Sam 9: 15 ï 16; 1 Sam 22: 5, 10, 13, 15; 1 

Sam 23: 2, 4, 10 ï 12; 1 Sam 30: 8; 2 Sam 5: 19, 23 ï 25; Jer 21: 2; Jer 42: 1 ï 3; Acts 13: 2; Roms 8: 26 etc. 
144 2 Tim 3: 15 ï 17, see also Nehemiah 8 ï 9; Psalm 1: 1 ï 3; Dan 9: 2; Matt 21: 42; Matt 22: 29; Mark 12: 10, 

24; Luke 4: 21; Luke 24: 27 ï 32; Acts 8: 27 ï 39; Acts 17: 11; Acts 18: 24; Roms 15: 4; 1 Tim 4: 13 etc. 
145 Nehemiah 2: 2 ï 8, see also Gen 20: 17; Gen 24: 12 ï 15; Judges 15: 18 ï 19; Judges 16: 28; 1 Chron 5: 20; 2 

Chron 13: 14 ï 15; Jonah 2; Acts 7: 59 ï 60; Acts 4: 24 ï 31; Acts 20: 36; Acts 21: 5 etc. 
146 Matt 6: 7 ï 8, see also Mark 12: 40; Luke 20: 47 
147 Luke 18: 1 ï 8, see also Ex 2: 23 ï 25; Dan 10: 12; Acts 10: 4; Roms 1: 9 ï 11; Roms 12: 12; 2 Cor 1: 11; Eph 

1: 15 ï 17; Phil 1: 3 ï 5; 1 Thess 1: 2 ï 3; 2 Tim 1: 3; James 5: 7 ï 8, 10 ï 11 etc. 



The Arise Manifesto                                                                                        Part 3: Discipleship  

50  
 

Jesus said ñFollow meò.148  This obedience to God is deeply prized, as an expression of our 

faith in him.  In one wonderful passage in Hebrews, the characters of the Old Testament are 

praised for their obedient faithfulness to God for ñfaith is confidence in what we hope for and 

assurance about what we do not see.  This is what the ancients were commended for é who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice and gained what was promised; 

who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 

swordò.149  Essentially, the job of each of us as Christians is to ófigure out what God wants you 

to do and go and do itô.  As Jesus himself put it, the focus and purpose of our lives is to simply 

ñseek first his Kingdom and his righteousnessò 150 and if we do that, we find that all the other 

things of life: money, family, career, will naturally follow.   

 

Arise suggests a simple, practical way to discern Godôs guidance, both for our individual 

calling and in major life decisions, drawn from Biblical principles.  First (as we saw in our last 

section on Prayer), we should find a quiet place151 and there (again as we saw in our last 

section), listen to God for this.152  We should then time limit our listening.  We live in the real 

world, where we have to get on and make decisions.  We should set aside an appropriate 

timeframe to listen to God (hours, weeks, a month or two etc.) for guidance, but then make a 

decision, to the best of our ability, once this time period is over.  In the Bible, Godôs people set 

aside a night or a day or two for seeking his will and listening, rather than waiting forever.   For 

example, we read in the book of Judges, ñall the Israelites, the whole army, went up to Bethel, 

and there they sat weeping before the LORD.  They fasted that day until evening and 

presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings to the LORD.  And the Israelites inquired 

of the LORD.ò 153  When we have made a decision, we should check it against the Bible154 and 

share with Christian friends to elicit their prayers and advice.  As Paul tells us when we listen 

to God in church ñTwo or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully 

what is said.ò 155  We should also consider writing it down, and then reviewing our current life 

situation and daily routine to see if there is anything we need to change in order to do whatever 

God is asking of us.  It is not enough to have simply heard from him, we need to make sure we 

are actually putting it into practice in reality as well.  As Jesus said, ñMy mother and brothers 

are those who hear Godôs word and put it into practice.ò 156   

 

Once we are outworking his calling, we will find ï just like all the characters of the Bible ï 

that alongside the great excitement of living life to the full,157 we will also face doubt, spiritual 

 
148 Luke 5: 10 ï 11, 27 ï 28, see also Judges 6: 8 ï 26; 1 Sam 3; 1 Sam 16: 1 ï 13; Jonah 1: 1 ï 2; Matt 4: 18 ï 

22; Matt 9: 9; Mark 1: 16 ï 20; Mark 2: 14; John 1: 35 ï 51; Acts 7: 2 ï 8, 30 ï 36; Acts 9: 3 ï 20 etc. 
149 Hebs 11, see also Ex ï Deut; Judges; 1 Kings ï 2 Chron; Isa ï Mal; Acts 7: 2 ï 8, 30 ï 36; Acts 8: 26 ï 27; 

Acts 9: 3 ï 20; Acts 10: 3 ï 33; Acts 13: 2 ï 4; Acts 16: 6 ï 10; Acts 18: 9 ï 11; Acts 20: 22 ï 23 etc. 
150 Matt 6: 33, see also Matt 12: 50; Matt 26: 36 ï 42; Mark 3: 35; Mark 14: 32 ï 36; Luke 12: 31; Luke 22: 39 ï 

42; John 8: 28 ï 29; John 12: 49 ï 50; Eph 6: 6; Hebs 10: 36; 1 Pet 4: 2; 1 John 2: 17 etc. 
151 1 Kings 19; Matt 4: 1; Matt 6: 5 ï 6; Matt 14: 13, 23; Matt 15: 29; Matt 26: 36 ï 46; Mark 1: 12, 35; Mark 6: 

46; Mark 14: 32 ï 42; Luke 4: 1, 42; Luke 5: 16; Luke 6: 12; Luke 9: 18; Luke 22: 39 ï 46 etc. 
152 Judges 18: 5 ï 6; Judges 20: 18, 23, 26 ï 28; 1 Sam 9: 15 ï 16; 1 Sam 22: 5, 10, 13, 15; 1 Sam 23: 2, 4, 10 ï 

12; 1 Sam 30: 8; 2 Sam 2: 1; 2 Sam 5: 19, 23 ï 25; Jer 21: 2; Jer 42: 1 ï 3; Acts 13: 2; Roms 8: 26 etc. 
153 Judges 20: 18, 23, 26 ï 28, see also Judges 6: 36 ï 40; Judges 18: 5 ï 6; 1 Sam 9: 6 ï 9; 1 Sam 10: 20 ï 24; 1 

Sam 30: 8; 2 Sam 2: 1; 2 Sam 5: 19, 23 ï 25; Matt 26: 36 ï 46; Mark 14: 32 ï 42; Luke 22: 39 ï 46 etc. 
154 Nehemiah 8 ï 9; Psalm 1: 1 ï 3; Dan 9: 2; Matt 21: 42; Matt 22: 29; Mark 12: 10, 24; Luke 4: 21; Luke 24: 27 

ï 32; Acts 8: 27 ï 39; Acts 17: 11; Acts 18: 24; Roms 15: 4; 1 Tim 4: 13; 2 Tim 3: 15 ï 17 etc. 
155 1 Cor 14: 26 ï 29, see also Roms 12: 2; 2 Cor 13: 5; Gal 6: 4; 1 Thess 5: 19 ï 21; 1 John 4: 1 ï 6 
156 Luke 8: 21, see also Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Eze 33: 31; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 7: 21, 24 ï 27; Matt 21: 28 ï 

31; Luke 6: 46 ï 49; John 14: 21; Phil 4: 9; 1 Tim 5: 4; James 1: 22 ï 25; James 2: 14 ï 26 etc.  
157 Matt 13: 44; Matt 19: 27 ï 29; Mark 10: 28 ï 30; Luke 18: 28 ï 30; John 10: 10; Roms 15: 13; Eph 4: 1; Phil 

3: 7 ï 9; Col 1: 10 ï 12; 1 Tim 6: 19; 1 Pet 1: 8; Jude 1: 24 
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attack, criticism from others, setbacks and times when everything seems to have gone wrong.  

We will need to learn to persevere, as James says ñBrothers and sisters, as an example of 

patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  As 

you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered.  You have heard of Jobôs 

perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.ò 158  Finally, we need to 

periodically pause to listen to God to check we are still on track and to review the progress we 

have made.  And in all of this we need a healthy dose of common sense.  Often we wonôt hear 

anything specific.  Thatôs fine.  We have given God the opportunity to speak which delights 

him, and he will speak if he wants to.  For many of us, for large parts of our lives there is not 

one specific thing God is asking us to do, other than just get on with the amazing task he has 

already set us to advance his kingdom and transform our world.  This alone is a glorious calling, 

and often all we are being asked by God is to just get on with it.  As the prophet Micah said 

ñHe has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the LORD require of you?  To 

act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your Godò or Jesus commanded ñgo, 

proclaim this message: óThe kingdom of heaven has come near.ô  Heal the sick, raise the 

dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.  Freely you have received; freely 

give.ò 159  So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Go to a quiet place where we wonôt be interrupted 

¶ Ask God what he wants us to do about a particular major decision and quietly listen 

¶ Set a time when we will end our time of listening and make the decision as best we can 

¶ Check our decision against the Bible 

¶ Get prayers and advice about our decision from other Christians 

¶ Write up the decision we make 

¶ Review our current situation and daily routine to see if there is anything we need to 

change to make our decision a reality 

¶ Persevere in the direction we have felt called to go when we face setbacks 

¶ Regularly listen to God again and review the progress we are making 

 

 

Personal attitude and integrity  
 

The Bible has much to instruct us as people of God in our personal attitude, and in the integrity 

we should display as we engage with others in our world.  We are to be radically loving to all, 

loving our neighbours as ourselves.  As the letter to the Galatians says, ñLet us not become 

weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.  

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong 

to the family of believers.ò 160  In particular, we are to spend time with the needy in our society: 

the poor, the marginalised, the unpopular, those society rejects, as this is what Jesus did.  As 

he said, ñWhen you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or 

 
158 James 5: 10 ï 11, see also Matt 5: 10 ï 12; Matt 13: 21; Roms 15: 4 ï 5; 2 Cor 4: 8 ï 9, 17; 2 Thess 1: 4 ï 5; 2 

Tim 2: 3, 8 ï 12; Hebs 10: 32 ï 36; Hebs 12: 1 ï 11; James 1: 2 ï 4, 12; 1 Pet 4: 12 ï 19; Rev 2: 3 etc. 
159 Micah 6: 8; Matt 10: 7 ï 8, see also Isa 58: 2 ï 7; Zech 7: 2 ï 12; Matt 4: 23; Matt 6: 33; Matt 9: 35 ï 38; Matt 

11: 2 ï 5, 12; Matt 28: 18 ï 20; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; Mark 16: 15 ï 18; Luke 4: 16 ï 21; Luke 9: 1 ï 2; Luke 10: 9, 

17; Luke 12: 31; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8 
160 Gal 6: 9 ï 10, see also Lev 19: 18; Matt 7: 12; Matt 19: 19 Matt 22: 34 ï 40; Mark 12: 28 ï 34; Luke 6: 31; 

Luke 10: 25 ï 28, 33 ï 37; John 13: 34 ï 35; John 15: 12 ï 13, 17; Roms 12: 10; Roms 13: 8 ï 10; 1 Cor 13; 1 

Cor 16: 14; 2 Cor 1: 4; Gal 5: 14; Eph 4: 32; Phil 2: 4; Col 3: 12 ï 14; James 2: 8; 1 Pet 3: 8 ï 11; 1 John 4: 7 ï 

21 etc.  
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sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours é But when you give a banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.ò 161  When anyone interrupts 

our lives with a need, we should drop whatever we are doing and help.  People come first.  This 

is what Jesus did, and no one in history had a more important job to do than him.  If he can 

make time, then so can we.  Jesus did this, even in the midst of deepest grief, when he had just 

been told of the murder of John the Baptist, ñWhen Jesus heard what had happened, he 

withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on 

foot from the towns.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them 

and healed their sick.ò 162  In engaging with others, we should be ñquick to listen, slow to 

speakò 163 and we should show no favouritism.  As Paul says to Timothy, ñI charge you, in 

the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without 

partiality, and to do nothing out of favouritism.ò 164  We should respect our elders, as Peter 

instructs ñyou who are younger, submit yourselves to your eldersò.165  And we should be 

hospitable to all who need it.  As the letter to the Hebrews urges, ñDo not forget to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 

knowing it.ò 166  

 

In our approach to life, the Bible constantly encourages us to be bold and courageous.  This is 

not about how confident we feel.  None of us can control how we feel, and therefore we 

shouldnôt beat ourselves up about it.  We can only control what we do.  Being bold and 

courageous means doing what we believe is the right thing, even when it is unpopular, or will 

have negative consequences for us, or we are fearful.  The more we choose to be bold and 

courageous, the more the feeling of confidence will naturally follow.  As Joshua was famously 

told by God when he entered the Holy Land, ñBe strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.ò 167  We 

are to seek wisdom, education, knowledge and understanding.  In just one example from the 

Bible, God was delighted with Solomon when he asked ï not for wealth, riches, honour, the 

death of his enemies or long life, but instead ï for ñwisdom and knowledge, that I may lead 

this peopleò.168  In our engagement with others, we should always try to be positive, upbeat 

and optimistic, even when we donôt feel like it.  After all, we already know the end of our story, 

and Godôs big story in our world, and it is a very happy one.  We have every reason for hope.  

As Paul urges, ñRejoice alwaysò, and the book of Proverbs says ñthe cheerful heart has a 

continual feast.ò 169   

 

 
161 Luke 14: 12 ï 24, see also Psalm 41: 1; Matt 9: 9 ï 13; Matt 11: 19; Mark 2: 14 ï 17; Luke 5: 27 ï 32; Luke 

7: 34 ï 50; Luke 15: 1 ï 10; Luke 19: 5 ï 10; John 4: 7 ï 9; Roms 12: 16; James 2: 1 ï 9 etc.  
162 Matt 14: 13 ï 14, 35 ï 36, see also Matt 8: 16; Matt 9: 2, 18 ï 22, 27, 32, 36; Matt 19: 2, 13 ï 15; Matt 20: 29 

ï 34; Mark 1: 30 ï 34, 40 ï 2: 3, 13; Mark 5: 21 ï 43; Mark 6: 33 ï 34, 54 ï 56; Mark 10: 1, 46 ï 52; Luke 8: 4, 

27, 40 ï 48; Luke 9: 11; Luke 17: 12 ï 14; Luke 18: 15 ï 16, 35 ï 43 etc.  
163 James 1: 19, see also Prov 15: 28; Prov 17: 27 ï 28; Prov 18: 13; Prov 21: 23; Prov 29: 20 
164 1 Tim 5: 21, see also Ex 23: 3; Lev 19: 15; Acts 10: 34 ï 35; Roms 2: 9 ï 11; Roms 12: 16; 1 Cor 11: 17 ï 34; 

Col 3: 23 ï 25; James 2: 1 ï 9; James 3: 17 
165 1 Pet 5: 5, see also Lev 19: 32; 1 Tim 5: 1 ï 2; Titus 2: 2 ï 5 
166 Hebs 13: 2, see also Gen 18: 1 ï 8; Gen 26: 30; Job 31: 32; Matt 25: 35 ï 46; Acts 16: 15; Acts 28: 30; Roms 

12: 13; Roms 16: 23; 1 Tim 3: 2; 1 Tim 5: 10; Titus 1: 8; 1 Pet 4: 9; 3 John 1: 5 ï 8 etc. 
167 Josh 1: 6 ï 9, 18, see also Deut 31: 6 ï 8, 23; Josh 10: 25; 1 Chron 22: 13; 1 Chron 28: 20; 2 Chron 32: 7 ï 8; 

Prov 28: 1; Acts 4: 29 ï 31; Acts 28: 30 ï 31; 1 Cor 16: 13; 2 Cor 3: 4 ï 5, 12; 1 Thess 5: 14; 2 Tim 1: 7 etc. 
168 2 Chron 1: 7 ï 12, see also 1 Kings 3: 5 ï 14; Job 28; Psalm 90: 12; Psalm 119: 12; Proverbs; Dan 1: 17 ï 20; 

Dan 2: 20 ï 23; Acts 6: 3; Eph 1: 17; Col 1: 9; Col 3: 16; James 1: 5; James 3: 13 ï 17 etc. 
169 1 Thess 5: 16; Prov 15: 13, 15, see also Prov 17: 22; Roms 8: 23 ï 39; Roms 12: 11 ï 12; Roms 15: 4, 13; 1 

Cor 13: 7; 2 Cor 3: 12; 2 Cor 4: 16 ï 18; 2 Cor 5: 6 ï 8; Gal 5: 22; Col 1: 11 ï 12 etc. 
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We should be humble, for Jesus told his followers ñwhoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of allò.170  We should 

also ñbe patient with everyoneò in all situations. 171  We are to ñbe self-controlledò.172  We are 

to be law abiding, as Paul instructed Titus, ñRemind the people to be subject to rulers and 

authorities, to be obedientò.173   This is unless the law compels us to compromise our faith, 

which obviously we should never do, in which case, like Peter and the apostles, ñWe must obey 

God rather than human beings!ò 174  For those of us living in democracies, we should always 

exercise our freedom and vote.  The Bible was of course written long before any modern 

democracies emerged.  However, it does state that those in positions of national authority have 

been placed there by God and are to exercise their responsibilities justly, an area we will 

explore more fully in Part 4 on Social Justice.  For now, we note that in modern democracies 

the ultimate authority lies with the people ï you and me ï and thus, we are to follow this 

Biblical injunction and engage in the democratic process by always using our vote in the way 

we believe God would want.175  In our engagement in the world, we are to be ñas shrewd as 

snakes and as innocent as dovesò.176  We should therefore not be naïve about what is 

happening around us and the motives people may have, whilst at the same time, ensuring that 

for our part we always act with complete integrity. 

 

As well as these behaviours of attitude and integrity discussed above, there are also a range of 

things the Bible tells us we must not do.  We are not to gossip or criticise others behind their 

backs, for ñA perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.ò 177  We 

should not mock or tease others, as the Psalms say ñBlessed is the one who does not walk in 

step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of 

mockersò.178  We should not judge others, for Jesus urged us ñDo not judge, or you too will 

be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judgedò.179  Neither should we 

lie, as Paul tells us ñeach of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 

neighbourò.180  Neither should we grumble or complain, but ñDo everything without 

grumbling or arguingò.181  We should try to stay calm and not get angry no matter how 

provoked, James urges us all to be ñslow to become angry, because human anger does not 

 
170 Mark 10: 42 ï 45, see also Prov 3: 34; Prov 11: 2; Matt 18: 4, 10; Matt 23: 1 ï 12; Mark 9: 35; Luke 14: 8 ï 

11; Luke 18: 9 ï 14; John 13: 4 ï 17; Roms 12: 3, 10, 16; Eph 4: 2; Phil 2: 3; James 3: 13; 1 Pet 5: 5 ï 6 etc. 
171 1 Thess 5: 14, see also Prov 15: 18; Prov 16: 32; Prov 19: 2, 11; Prov 21: 5; Prov 25: 15; Roms 12: 12; 1 Cor 

13: 4; 2 Cor 1: 6; 2 Cor 6: 6; Gal 5: 22; Eph 4: 2; Col 1: 11; Col 3: 12; 2 Tim 3: 10; 2 Tim 4: 2; Rev 3: 10 etc. 
172 Titus 2: 2, 5 ï 6, 12, see also Prov 16: 32; Prov 25: 28; Prov 29: 11; Acts 24: 25; Gal 5: 23; 1 Thess 5: 6 ï 8; 1 

Tim 3: 2; 2 Tim 1: 7; 2 Tim 3: 3; Titus 1: 8; 1 Pet 1: 13; 1 Pet 4: 7; 1 Pet 5: 8; 2 Pet 1: 6 etc. 
173 Titus 3: 1, see also Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Daniel; Matt 17: 24 ï 27; Matt 22: 16 ï 21; Matt 23: 2 ï 3; Mark 

12: 14 ï 17; Luke 3: 12 ï 13; Luke 20: 21 ï 25; Acts 23: 5; Roms 13: 1 ï 7; 1 Pet 2: 13 ï 14, 17 etc. 
174 Acts 5: 29 ï 32, see also Dan 1; Dan 3; Dan 6; Matt 10: 17 ï 20; Mark 13: 11; Luke 12: 11 ï 12; Luke 21: 12 

ï 15; Acts 4: 19 ï 20; Acts 23: 1 ï 3; Eph 3: 1; Eph 4: 1; Philem 1: 1; Rev 13 ï 14 etc. 
175 Deut 17: 14 ï 20; Deut 31: 7 ï 8, 14, 23; Josh 1: 1 ï 9; Judges 2: 16, 18; 1 Sam 10: 1, 19 ï 24; 1 Sam 16: 1; 2 

Sam 5: 10, 12; 1 Chron 28: 4 ï 10; Prov 21: 1; Dan 2: 21, 37; Dan 5: 18 ï 19; Roms 13: 1 ï 7; Col 1: 16 etc. 
176 Matt 10: 16, see also Matt 21: 23 ï 27; Matt 22: 15 ï 40; Mark 11: 27 ï 33; Mark 12: 13 ï 34; Luke 20: 1 ï 8, 

20 ï 40; Acts 23: 6 ï 9 
177 Prov 16: 28, see also Psalm 101: 5; Prov 11: 12 ï 13; Prov 17: 4; Prov 20: 19; Prov 25: 9 ï 10; Prov 26: 20; 

Roms 1: 29; 2 Cor 12: 20; 1 Tim 3: 11; 1 Tim 5: 13; 3 John 1: 10 
178 Psalm 1: 1, see also Psalm 35: 16; Prov 3: 34; Prov 9: 12; Prov 13: 1; Prov 14: 6; Prov 17: 5; Prov 22: 10; Prov 

24: 9, 17 ï 18; Prov 26: 18 ï 19; Prov 29: 8; Prov 30: 17; Isa 28: 22; Isa 29: 20; Isa 57: 4; Hosea 7: 5 etc. 
179 Matt 7: 1 ï 5, see also Zech 7: 10; Luke 6: 37 ï 42; Roms 2: 1 ï 4; Roms 14: 1 ï 13, 22; 1 Cor 4: 5; Col 2: 16; 

James 4: 11 ï 12 
180 Eph 4: 25, see also Lev 19: 11; Psalm 5: 6; Hosea 4: 2; Amos 5: 10; Micah 6: 12; Nahum 3: 1; Mark 7: 22; 

Roms 1: 29; Roms 3: 13; 2 Cor 6: 7; Col 3: 9; 1 Tim 1: 10; 1 Pet 2: 1; Rev 14: 5; Rev 21: 8; Rev 22: 15 etc. 
181 Phil 2: 14, see also Ex 15: 24; Ex 16: 2, 7; Ex 17: 3; Num 11: 1; Num 14: 2, 27 ï 35; Num 16: 11, 41; Deut 1: 

27; Psalm 106: 25; John 6: 41; 1 Cor 10: 10; James 5: 9; Jude 1: 16 etc. 
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produce the righteousness that God desires.ò 182  Neither therefore should we be 

argumentative, for ñthe Lordôs servants must not be quarrelsomeò.183  We are not to be 

envious or jealous of other people, as the letter to the Galatians says ñLet us not become 

conceited, provoking and envying each other.ò 184  We should not look at anyone with lust 

but instead follow Jobôs example, who was able to say ñI made a covenant with my eyes not 

to look lustfully at a young woman.ò 185   

 

We should never make an oath or swear by anything, as Jesus said ñdo not swear an oath at 

all:  either by heaven é or by the earth é All you need to say is simply óYesô or óNoôò.186  

We should also avoid swearing, cursing, blaspheming or using profanities, for as James urged, 

ñWith the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who 

have been made in Godôs likeness.  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing.  My 

brothers and sisters, this should not be.ò 187  We should not be hypocritical, as Jesus 

challenged us, ñWhy do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brotherôs eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye? é You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your 

eyeò.188  We should also pay any debts we have incurred, and ideally avoid getting into debt, 

or putting up security for anyone else in debt, in the first place, as the book of Proverbs says, 

ñDo not be one who shakes hands in pledge or puts up security for debts; if you lack the 

means to pay, your very bed will be snatched from under you.ò 189   

 

Jesus also tells us not to worry, urging us ñdo not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

worry about itselfò.190  As we have already seen, we cannot choose how we feel, but we can 

choose how we act.  So if we find ourselves worrying and dwelling on something, we should 

not feel guilty about that.  Instead what we can do when we notice we have mentally gone back 

to it again, is each time make a choice to think about something else.  Over time, this will 

encourage us out of the cycle of worry.  We will explore this further below under Spiritual 

warfare and persecution.  Finally, across the Old and New Testament the Bible is clear that we 

should worship God alone and not engage in any other sort of worship or spiritual activity.  In 

just one of many instances throughout the Bible, we are warned ñDo not turn to mediums or 

seek out spiritistsò.191  So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Be radically loving to all, loving our neighbour as ourselves 

¶ Interrupt what we are doing to make time for others if they need us ï put people first 

 
182 James 1: 19 ï 20, see also Prov 14: 17, 29; Prov 15: 18; Prov 17: 27; Prov 19: 19; Prov 22: 24 ï 25; Prov 27: 

4; Prov 29: 11, 22; Matt 5: 21 ï 22; 2 Cor 12: 20; Gal 5: 20, 22; Eph 4: 31; Col 3: 8; Titus 1: 7 etc. 
183 2 Tim 2: 14, 23 ï 24, see also Prov 15: 18; Prov 17: 14, 19; Prov 18: 19; Prov 19: 13; Prov 20: 3; Prov 22: 10; 

Prov 26: 21; Isa 58: 4, 9; 1 Cor 1: 11; 1 Cor 3: 3; Phil 2: 14; 1 Tim 3: 3; Titus 3: 9 ï 11; James 4: 1 etc. 
184 Gal 5: 20 ï 21, 26, see also Ex 20: 17; Deut 5: 21; 2 Sam 11 ï 12; Psalm 37: 1; Roms 1: 29; Roms 7: 7 ï 8; 

Roms 13: 9, 13; 1 Cor 3: 3; 1 Cor 13: 4; 2 Cor 12: 20; Titus 3: 3; James 3: 14 ï 16; James 4: 2; 1 Pet 2: 1 etc. 
185 Job 31: 1, see also Num 15: 39; 2 Sam 11 ï 12; Prov 6: 25; Habak 2: 15; Matt 5: 27 ï 28; Col 3: 5; 1 Thess 4: 

4 ï 5; 1 Pet 4: 3; 2 Pet 2: 18; 1 John 2: 16 
186 Matt 5: 33 ï 37, see also Lev 5: 4; Deut 5: 11; Deut 23: 22; Hosea 4: 15; James 5: 12 
187 James 3: 9 ï 10, see also Ex 20: 7; Ex 22: 28; Lev 22: 32; Deut 5: 11; Psalm 10: 7; Psalm 59: 12; Isa 33: 19; 

Hosea 4: 2; Roms 3: 14; Eph 5: 4; Col 3: 8; 1 Tim 1: 13, 20; 2 Tim 3: 2; 2 Pet 2: 10 ï 12 etc. 
188 Luke 6: 37 ï 42, see also Psalm 26: 4; Matt 6: 1 ï 6, 14 ï 18; Matt 7: 1 ï 5; Matt 15: 1 ï 9; Matt 22: 18; Matt 

23; Matt 24: 51; Mark 7: 1 ï 13; Luke 13: 10 ï 17; 1 Tim 4: 2; 1 Pet 2: 1; 1 John 3: 18 etc. 
189 Prov 22: 26 ï 27, see also Prov 6: 1 ï 5; Prov 11: 15; Prov 17: 18; Roms 13: 8 
190 Matt 6: 25 ï 34, see also Psalm 37: 1; Prov 24: 19; Matt 10: 19 ï 20, 26, 28 ï 31; Matt 13: 22; Mark 4: 19; 

Luke 8: 14; Luke 12: 22 ï 32; Luke 21: 34; Phil 4: 6; 1 Pet 5: 7; 1 John 4: 18 etc. 
191 Lev 19: 4, 31, see also Ex 20: 3 ï 5, 23; Deut 5: 7 ï 9; Judges 2: 11 ï 13; 1 Sam 7: 3 ï 4; 1 Kings 14: 9, 15; 2 

Kings 16: 2 ï 4; Psalm 4: 2; Isa 2: 6, 8, 18, 20; Acts 19: 18 ï 19; 1 Cor 5: 11; Gal 5: 20; 1 John 5: 21 etc. 
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¶ In particular, look out for the needy and marginalised 

¶ Be quick to listen and slow to speak 

¶ Show no favouritism 

¶ Respect our elders 

¶ Be hospitable 

¶ Be bold and courageous 

¶ Seek wisdom, education, knowledge and understanding 

¶ Choose to be upbeat and optimistic 

¶ Be humble ï don't show off our good deeds looking for praise 

¶ Be patient 

¶ Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves 

¶ Be self-disciplined 

¶ Be law abiding, unless the law compels us to compromise our faith 

¶ Vote 

¶ Not gossip or criticise others behind their backs 

¶ Not mock or tease others 

¶ Not judge 

¶ Not lie 

¶ Stay calm and not get angry with others 

¶ Not be envious or jealous 

¶ Not look at other women or men with lust 

¶ Not make an oath or swear by anything 

¶ Not swear, blaspheme or use profanities 

¶ Not worry 

¶ Not be argumentative 

¶ Not grumble or complain 

¶ Not be hypocritical 

¶ Not get into debt 

¶ Worship God alone and not engage in any other sort of worship or spiritual activity 

 

 

W ork, rest and health  
 

Throughout the Bible, the people of God are taught to be hard working.  Work, whether paid 

or voluntary, is good, and it is healthy for us to work hard and well, with purpose, rather than 

live lives of dissolute self-centred leisure.  Paul tells us, ñWhatever you do, work at it with all 

your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human mastersò 192  However, this is always to 

be balanced with significant times of rest, relaxation, time off work doing the things we enjoy 

and long periods of holiday and celebration.  God made us to both work hard, and to enjoy 

times of rest and relaxation to re-charge.  God is a God of fun, laugher, joy and delight, as well 

as challenge and hard work.  The Sabbath model of six parts work, to one part rest, (with 

significant extra holiday thrown in on top) is a good ratio to follow.  From the earliest times, 

Godôs people were encouraged ñSix days do your work, but on the seventh day do not work, 

so that your ox and your donkey may rest, and so that the slave born in your household and 

 
192 Col 3: 23, see also Ex 20: 9; Lev 23: 3; Deut 5: 13; Prov 6: 6 ï 11; Prov 10: 4 ï 5, 26; Prov 12: 11, 14, 24, 27; 

Prov 13: 4; Prov 14:  23; Prov 15: 19; Prov 18: 9; Prov 20: 4, 13; 2 Thess 3: 6 ï 15; Titus 3: 14 etc. 
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the foreigner living among you may be refreshed.ò 193  Alongside this healthy work/life 

balance, we are told to eat healthily, and not be greedy or to get drunk for both spiritual and 

health reasons.  In just one instance, the book of Proverbs urges ñDo not join those who drink 

too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and 

drowsiness clothes them in rags.ò 194  This guidance, together with the general principle that 

we want to be active for as long as possible in order to serve God with maximum longevity, 

points to the Biblical principle that we should keep ourselves healthy.195  With our modern 

understanding of health, we can add that we should take regular exercise, have sufficient sleep, 

wash and clean ourselves daily, and avoid smoking or taking drugs.  Furthermore, if we follow 

the other practices discussed in this Part 3 of the report, these will also help to promote good 

mental health.  So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Work hard 

¶ Balance this with significant time off to rest, relax and have fun 

¶ Eat healthily and not be greedy 

¶ Not get drunk 

¶ Take daily exercise 

¶ Get enough sleep 

¶ Not smoke 

¶ Not take drugs 

¶ Wash and clean ourselves daily 

 

 

Family life  
 

In addition to the lessons we have considered for our own personal walk with God, the Bible 

has much to teach us about wider family life.  As followers of Jesus, we are advised that it is 

better to remain single if we can.  This is for purely practical reasons, as without the 

responsibility of a spouse and children to raise, we will have more time to dedicate to our 

calling to advance Godôs kingdom in the world.  Thus, when the disciples asked Jesus if it is 

better not to marry, he replied ñNot everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it 

has been givenò for ñthere are those who choose to live like eunuchs for the sake of the 

kingdom of heaven.  The one who can accept this should accept it.ò 196   However, both Jesus 

and Paul recognised that this would be too difficult  for many of us, and if so, then it is 

permissible to get married.  Indeed, marriage is an institution created and blessed by God, for 

ñHe who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favour from the LORD.ò 197   

 

 

 

 
193 Ex 23: 12, see also Gen 2: 1 ï 3; Ex 20: 8 ï 11; Lev 23; Num 28: 16 ï 29: 39; Deut 5: 12 ï 15; Deut 16: 1 ï 

17; Ezra 6: 19 ï 22; Esther 9: 18 ï 32; Matt 11: 28 ï 30; Mark 6: 31 ï 32; Luke 7: 34; John 2: 1 ï 11 etc. 
194 Prov 23: 20 ï 21, 29 ï 35, see also Prov 20: 1; Prov 25: 16, 27; Prov 28: 7; Isa 5: 11 ï 12, 22; Luke 21: 34; 

Roms 13: 13; 1 Cor 5: 11; 1 Cor 6: 10; Gal 5: 21; Eph 5: 18; 1 Thess 5: 7; 1 Tim 3: 3, 8; Titus 1: 7; Titus 2: 2 ï 

3; 1 Pet 4: 3 etc. 
195 Job 27: 3 ï 4; Psalm 104: 33; Psalm 146: 2; Prov 3: 7 ï 8; Prov 4: 20 ï 22; 1 Cor 9: 24 ï 27; Eph 5: 28 ï 29; 

Phil 1: 21 ï 26; 1 Tim 4: 8; 1 Tim 5: 23 
196 Matt 19: 10 ï 12, see also Matt 22: 23 ï 30; Mark 12: 18 ï 25; Luke 20: 27 ï 36; 1 Cor 7 
197 Prov 18: 22, see also Gen 2: 24; Deut 20: 7; Matt 19: 3 ï 12; Mark 10: 2 ï 12; Luke 16: 18; 1 Cor 7; Eph 5: 21 

ï 33; Col 3: 18 ï 19; 1 Tim 3: 2, 12; 1 Tim 4: 2 ï 3; 1 Tim 5: 14; Titus 1: 6; Hebs 13: 4; 1 Pet 3: 1 ï 7 etc. 
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If we marry, it should be with another Christian.198  This is not a petty rule that discriminates 

against true love, rather, it is for our own benefit and to protect us.  There is a level of intimacy 

and connection between two believers in a marriage, which can never be achieved when one is 

not a Christian.  However, if we are already married when we become Christians we should 

not leave our partners, unless they choose to leave us.  As Paul instructs, ñIf any brother has 

a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.  And 

if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must 

not divorce him.ò 199  In this context, or if our spouse has died, we may marry again, for we 

hear, ñA woman is bound to her husband as long as he lives.  But if her husband dies, she is 

free to marry anyone she wishesò.200  Otherwise, we should be married to one partner for life, 

for ñwhat God has joined together, let not no one separate.ò 201   

 

We should only divorce for reasons of unfaithfulness, for as Jesus said, ñanyone who divorces 

his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.ò 202  

We are to be loving, kind and devoted to our spouses, a husband concerned with ñhow he can 

please his wifeò and a wife with ñhow she can please her husbandò.203  Sex is given as a 

wonderful gift from God to be enjoyed between a man and a woman within the context of 

marriage, for from the earliest times ña man leaves his father and mother and is united to his 

wife, and they become one flesh.ò 204  If we are blessed with children, we are to love them and 

raise them well, as Paul urges ñdo not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in 

the training and instruction of the Lord.ò 205  We are also instructed to ñHonour your father 

and your motherò and obey them.206  Finally, we should financially support wider family 

members who canôt support themselves.  Thus, Paul urges ñif a widow has children or 

grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for 

their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to Godò, 

so that the church can focus on helping those in the greatest need, who have no other support.207  

So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Remain single if we can, but é 

¶ Marry if we find it too difficult  to remain single 

¶ Only marry another Christian 

¶ Stay with our spouses if we were already married before we became Christians, unless 

they choose to leave us 

 
198 Ex 34: 15 ï 16; Deut 7: 3 ï 4; Josh 23: 12 ï 13; Judges 3: 6 ï 7; 1 Kings 11: 2 ï 10; Ezra 9 ï 10; Nehemiah 

10: 30; Nehemiah 13: 23 ï 27; 1 Cor 7: 39; 1 Cor 9: 5; 2 Cor 6: 14 
199 1 Cor 7, see also 1 Pet 3: 1 ï 7 
200 1 Cor 7, see also Roms 7: 2 ï 3 
201 Matt 19: 3 ï 9, see also Mal 2: 14 ï 16; Mark 10: 2 ï 12; Luke 16: 18; 1 Cor 7; Eph 5: 21 ï 33; Col 3: 18 ï 19; 

1 Tim 3: 2, 12; Titus 1: 6; Hebs 13: 4 
202 Matt 19: 3 ï 9, see also Matt 5: 31 ï 32; Mark 10: 2 ï 12; Luke 16: 18 
203 1 Cor 7, see also Gen 11 ï 23: 2; Gen 24: 67; Deut 24: 5; Ruth; Prov 5: 18 ï 20; Prov 31: 10 ï 31; Song of 

Solomon; Isa 62: 5; Joel 1: 8; Eph 5: 21 ï 33; Col 3: 18 ï 19; Titus 2: 4 ï 7; 1 Pet 3: 1 ï 7 
204 Gen 2: 24, see also Song of Solomon; Mal 2: 14 ï 16; Matt 5: 27 ï 28; Matt 19: 4 ï 6, 18; Mark 10: 6 ï 9, 19; 

Luke 18: 20; John 8: 3, 11; Roms 2: 22; Roms 7: 2 ï 3; 1 Cor 5: 1 ï 2; 1 Cor 6: 15 ï 20; 1 Cor 7; 1 Tim 5: 9; Hebs 

13: 4; 2 Pet 2: 14 etc. 
205 Eph 6: 4, see also Prov 13: 22; Prov 15: 5; Prov 19: 18; Prov 22: 6, 15; Prov 29: 15, 17; Mal 4: 6; Matt 7: 9 ï 

11; Luke 11: 11 ï 13; 2 Cor 12: 14; Col 3: 21; 1 Tim 3: 4 ï 5, 12; 1 Tim 5: 10; Titus 1: 6; Titus 2: 4 etc. 
206 Ex 20: 12, see also Lev 19: 3; Deut 5: 16; Prov 6: 20 ï 23; Prov 13: 1; Eze 22: 7; Matt 15: 4; Mt 19: 19; Mark 

7: 10; Mark 10: 19; Luke 18: 20; Roms 1: 30; Eph 6: 1 ï 3; Col 3: 20; 1 Tim 3: 4, 12; 2 Tim 3: 2 etc. 
207 1 Tim 5: 3 ï 8, 16, see also Lev 21: 3; Lev 22: 13; Lev 25: 25; Num 27: 1 ï 11; Deut 25: 5 ï 10; Ruth 2 ï 4 
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¶ Only consider re-marrying if our non-Christian spouse has left us or our Christian spouse 

has died, otherwise é 

¶ Stay married for life 

¶ Divorce only for reasons of unfaithfulness 

¶ Be loving, kind and devoted to our spouses 

¶ Enjoy sex within marriage 

¶ Love and raise our children well 

¶ Honour and obey our parents 

¶ Support wider family members who canôt support themselves 

 

 

Church life  
 

The book of Acts and the letters of Paul, James, Peter and John also have much to teach us 

about the way Christians in the early church lived their wider corporate church life together.  

They were all active members of a local church.  Christianity is a team sport.  It is done in 

community with others.  Thus, we hear how in the early church in Jerusalem ñall the believers 

used to meet together in Solomonôs Colonnadeò and later, in other towns and cities, the local 

believers would regularly ñcome together as a churchò.208   

 

They practiced one adult baptism, which tended to be very informal and occurred immediately 

when someone came to faith.  As the Ethiopian eunuch said when Philip had led him to faith, 

ñóLook, here is water.  What can stand in the way of my being baptised?ô  And he gave orders 

to stop the chariot.  Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 

baptised him.ò 209  They regularly celebrated communion together (again often more 

informally than we do today) as a key way of remembering Jesusô amazing death and 

resurrection for us all, ñFor whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 

Lordôs death until he comes.ò 210   

 

They worshipped together, as Paul urged the Ephesians ñbe filled with the Spirit, speaking to 

one another with psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit.  Sing and make music from your 

heart to the Lordò,211 and were also encouraged to ñconfess your sins to each otherò.212  They 

regularly fasted and prayed, as Jesus said, not if but ñwhen you fast, put oil on your head and 

wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your 

Father é who sees what is done in secretò.213  There is no indication of how frequently this 

was, but it was certainly regular.  Arise would suggest doing this once a week, eating only an 

evening meal on that day, if your health permits.   

 

 
208 Acts 5: 12; 1 Cor 11: 18, 33, see also Acts 2: 44 ï 47; Acts 11: 22, 26; Acts 19: 9 ï 10; Roms 16: 1, 5, 23; 1 

Cor 1: 2; 1 Cor 14: 23, 26; 1 Cor 16: 19; Gal 1: 2; Col 4: 15 ï 16; Philem 1: 2; Hebs 10: 25; James 2: 2 etc. 
209Acts 8: 12 ï 13, 16, 36 ï 38, see also Matt 28: 19; John 3: 5; Acts 2: 38, 41; Acts 9: 18; Acts 10: 47 ï 48; Acts 

16: 15, 33; Acts 18: 8; Acts 22: 16; Gal 3: 27; Eph 4: 5; Col 2: 12; Hebs 6: 2; Hebs 10: 22; 1 Pet 3: 21 etc. 
210 1 Cor 11: 18 ï 34, see also Matt 26: 26 ï 29; Mark 14: 22 ï 25; Luke 22: 14 ï 20; Acts 2: 42, 46; 1 Cor 10: 16 

ï 17 
211 Eph 5: 4, 19 ï 20, see also Psalms; Acts 2: 46 ï 47; Acts 13: 2; Roms 15: 6, 9 ï 11; 1 Cor 14: 26; Gal 1: 22 ï 

24; Phil 4: 4 ï 6; Col 3: 16; 1 Tim 2: 1; Hebs 13: 15; 1 Pet 2: 9; Rev 5: 8 ï 14; Rev 7: 9 ï 12 etc. 
212 James 5: 16, see also 1 Sam 7: 3 ï 6; Ezra 10; Nehemiah 9 ï 10; Luke 19: 1 ï 10; Acts 19: 18 ï 20 
213 Matt 6: 16 ï 18, see also Judges 20: 26; 1 Sam 7: 6; 2 Sam 1: 12; 1 Kings 21: 27; 2 Chron 20: 3; Ezra 8: 21, 

23; Matt 4: 2; Matt 9: 15; Mark 2: 20; Luke 2: 37; Luke 4: 2; Luke 5: 35; Acts 13: 2 ï 3; Acts 14: 23 etc. 
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Figure  3.2: W orshipping together is a core part of church life . 
 

They taught and discipled each other, all participating in the church service.  The letter to the 

Colossians says ñteach and admonish one another with all wisdomò, for ï the letter to the 

Romans explains ï ñyou yourselves are full of goodness, filled with knowledge and competent 

to instruct one another.ò 214  In particular, they encouraged each other.  In Macedonia Paul 

ñtravelled through that area, speaking many words of encouragement to the peopleò.215  

They were taught to respect and obey their church leaders.  In 1 Thessalonians we are 

encouraged ñto acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord 

and who admonish you.  Hold them in the highest regard in loveò.216  They tried not to be a 

stumbling block to others, abstaining from particular practices if other Christians found them 

offensive.  Thus, Paul tells us ñIf your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, 

you are no longer acting in love.  Do not by your eating destroy someone for whom Christ 

died.ò 217   

 

Similarly to the Israelites in the Old Testament, the early Christians lent money to each other 

without charging interest, and eventually cancelled any loans that could not be repaid.  As God 

had instructed, ñDo not charge a fellow Israelite interest, whether on money or food or 

anything elseò.218  Jesus and his disciples, and the first church in Jerusalem, went even further 

than this, holding all things together in common, as we hear ñAll the believers were one in 

 
214 Col 3: 16; Roms 15: 14, see also Roms 12: 4 ï 12; 1 Cor 12 ï 14; Eph 4: 11 ï 16; 1 Thess 5: 14; 1 Tim 4: 26, 

11, 13; 1 Tim 5: 17; 2 Tim 2: 2, 24 ï 26; 2 Tim 4: 2; Titus 1: 9; Titus 2; Hebs 5: 12 etc. 
215 Acts 20: 1 ï 2, see also Acts 11: 23; Acts 14: 21 ï 22; Acts 15: 31 ï 32, 36, 41; Acts 16: 40; Acts 18: 22 ï 23, 

27; Roms 1: 11 ï 12; Roms 12: 8; 1 Cor 14: 31; Eph 4: 29; 1 Thess 5: 11, 14; 2 Tim 4: 2 etc. 
216 1 Thess 5: 12 ï 13, see also Ex 22: 28; Matt 23: 2 ï 3; Acts 23: 5; 1 Tim 5: 17 ï 18; Hebs 13: 7, 17 
217 Roms 14: 1 ï 15: 7, see also Acts 16: 3; Acts 21: 20 ï 26; 1 Cor 8; 1 Cor 10: 14 ï 32; 2 Cor 6: 3 
218 Deut 23: 19 ï 20, see also Ex 22: 25 ï 27; Lev 25: 35 ï 37; Deut 15: 1 ï 3; Deut 31: 10; Nehemiah 5; Nehemiah 

10: 31; Psalm 15: 5; Eze 18: 7 ï 8, 12 ï 13, 16 ï 17; Eze 22: 12 ï 13 
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heart and mind.  No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared 

everything they had.ò 219  Later in the New Testament, we find this wasnôt always practiced, 

but nevertheless, the global Christian family showed extraordinary generosity to each other, 

meeting each otherôs needs as they arose.  We hear that when the prophet Agabus ñthrough 

the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world é The 

disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in 

Judea.ò 220  Therefore, we donôt all need to live in communes (although some may well be 

called to this), but when we become Christians we immediately enter a global Christian family, 

and should share and give to one another as there is need, just as we should with our biological 

family.  Thus, Paul tells us ñShare with the Lordôs people who are in needò and James says 

ñSuppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to them, 

óGo in peace; keep warm and well fed,ô but does nothing about their physical needs, what 

good is it?ò 221  Of course we should also be radically generous with those beyond that Christian 

family as well, as we will explore when we consider Social Justice, Development and the 

Environment.222  So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Attend a local church weekly and be active members 

¶ Receive one adult baptism as soon as possible after we become Christians 

¶ Regularly take communion, and also do it more informally when we eat together 

¶ Worship with other Christians in church 

¶ Fast regularly 

¶ Teach, admonish and disciple each other, and all participate in church services 

¶ Respect and obey our leaders 

¶ Confess our sins to each other 

¶ Not be a stumbling block to others 

¶ Lend to each other without charging interest 

¶ Hold all things in common with other Christians 

 

 

The work of the Holy Spirit  
 

In the New Testament, Jesus tells us that after he went to be with the Father, he sent the Holy 

Spirit to bless and fill his church, to dwell in us and empower us to fulfil the ministry he gave 

us to advance his kingdom on earth.  After receiving the Spirit, the early church passed it on, 

teaching that Christians need to be baptised by the Holy Spirit after they have been baptised 

with water.  This comes through other Christians laying hands on them and praying for them 

to receive the Spirit.  Thus, we hear how in the early church, Peter and John were sent to the 

new believers in Samaria, ñWhen they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that 

they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; 

 
219 Acts 4: 32 ï 35, see also Matt 27: 55 ï 56; John 12: 6; John 13: 29; Acts 2: 44 ï 45; Acts 6: 1 ï 6 
220 Acts 11: 27 ï 30, see also Matt 25: 31 ï 46; Roms 12: 13; Roms 15: 25 ï 28; 1 Cor 11: 18 ï 22; 1 Cor 16: 1 ï 

4; 2 Cor 8 ï 9; 1 Tim 5: 3 ï 16; 1 Tim 6: 17 ï 19; Hebs 6: 10; James 1: 9 ï 11; James 2: 1 ï 9, 15 ï 17; 1 John 3: 

17 etc. 
221 Roms 12: 13; James 2: 1 ï 9, 15 ï 17, see also Mark 10: 28 ï 30; Luke 18: 28 ï 30; Matt 25: 31 ï 46; Acts 11: 

27 ï 30; Roms 15: 25 ï 28; 1 Cor 16: 1 ï 4; 2 Cor 8 ï 9; Gal 6: 9 ï 10; 1 Tim 5: 3 ï 16; Hebs 6: 10; 1 John 3: 17 

etc. 
222 Deut 15: 4, 7ï 14; Psalm 37: 21; Prov 11: 24 ï 28; Prov 28: 27; Matt 5: 42; Matt 19: 21 ï 26; Mark 10: 21 ï 

27; Mark 12: 41 ï 44; Luke 6: 30; Luke 10: 25 ï 37; Luke 16: 19 ï 31; Luke 18: 22 ï 27; Luke 19: 8; Luke 21: 1 

ï 4; Acts 10: 2, 4, 31; 1 Tim 6: 17 ï 18 etc. 
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they had simply been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then Peter and John placed 

their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.ò 223  Of course the Holy Spirit fills 

and guides us in all things.  However, there are some very specific ósupernaturalô expressions 

of his work that we will particularly explore in this section.  The Bible teaches that there are 

specific spiritual gifts such as wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, 

distinguishing between spirits, tongues and the interpretation of tongues, visions and dreams.  

As Peter said, quoting the prophet Joel, ñIn the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit 

on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your 

old men will dream dreams.ò 224  This should not be taken as a definitive list, but examples of 

some of the key spiritual gifts.  The Holy Spirit can also bless us in other ways.  We should 

eagerly seek spiritual gifts by praying and asking God for them, as the early church in Jerusalem 

did when they prayed ñóNow, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak 

your word with great boldness.  Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders 

through the name of your holy servant Jesus.ô  After they prayed, the place where they were 

meeting was shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spiritò.225 

 

Spiritual gifts are wonderful and should be used when we meet to encourage and build up the 

whole local church, but in a way that is inclusive and edifying to all.  As Paul says ñNow to 

each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.ò 226  Paul therefore 

teaches that ñIf anyone speaks in a tongue, two ï or at the most three ï should speak, one at 

a time, and someone must interpret é Two or three prophets should speak, and the others 

should weigh carefully what is said.ò 227  The gift of tongues can also be used in our private 

worship without interpretation, for ñIf there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet 

in the church and speak to himself and to God.ò 228  Beyond spiritual gifts, Jesus commands 

his followers to ñdrive out demonsò 229 and ñheal the sickò.230  We hear that his followers also 

ñanointed many sick people with oilò.231  He even commands us to ñraise the deadò.232  All 

of this happens in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Such ósupernaturalô miracles are an important 

indicator that the kingdom of God is coming into our world, since they look forward to the time 

when Godôs kingdom will be restored in full when Jesus returns, and the physical brokenness 

of creation that results in demonic possession, sickness and even death will be no more.233  So, 

in summary é 

 
Individual Christians should : 
¶ Receive and pass on the baptism of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands and 

prayer 

 
223 Acts 8: 15 ï 17, see also Matt 3: 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; Luke 24: 49; John 7: 38 ï 39; John 14: 16 ï 18, 

26; Acts 1: 4 ï 5, 8; Acts 2: 1 ï 18, 33, 38; Acts 9: 17 ï 18; Acts 10: 44 ï 47; Acts 19: 1 ï 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 ï 16 etc. 
224 Acts 2: 1 ï 18, see also Joel 2: 28 ï 29; Mark 16: 17 ï 18; Acts 4: 29 ï 31; Acts 10: 44 ï 47; Acts 19: 6; Roms 

12: 6 ï 8; Roms 15: 18 ï 19; 1 Cor 1: 7; 1 Cor 12 ï 14; Hebs 2: 4; James 1: 17; 1 Pet 4: 10 ï 11 etc. 
225 Acts 4: 29 ï 31, see also 1 Cor 12: 31; 1 Cor 14: 1, 5, 12 ï 13, 39; Eph 1: 17; Col 1: 9; James 1: 5 
226 1 Cor 12 ï 14, see also Acts 2: 14 ï 18; 1 Pet 4: 10 ï 11; 1 John 4: 1 ï 6 
227 1 Cor 14, see also 1 Thess 5: 19 ï 21; 1 John 4: 1 ï 6 
228 1 Cor 14, see also Roms 8: 26 ï 27; 1 Cor 13: 1 
229 Matt 10: 1, 8, see also Mark 3: 14 ï 15; Mark 6: 7, 13; Mark 9: 38 ï 40; Mark 16: 17; Luke 9: 1, 49 ï 50; Luke 

10: 17 ï 20; John 14: 12; Acts 5: 16; Acts 8: 7; Acts 16: 16 ï 18; Acts 19: 11 ï 12 etc. 
230 Luke 10: 9, see also Matt 10: 1, 8; Mark 6: 13; Mark 16: 18; Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 6; Acts 3: 1 ï 10, 16; Acts 4: 9 ï 

10, 14, 22, 30; Acts 5: 15 ï 16; Acts 8: 7; Acts 9: 32 ï 35; 1 Cor 12: 9, 28 ï 30; James 5: 14 ï 16 etc. 
231 Mark 6: 13, see also James 5: 14 
232 Matt 10: 8, see also 2 Kings 4: 11 ï 37; 2 Kings 8: 5 ï 6; 2 Kings 13: 21; Matt 9: 23 ï 26; Matt 11: 5; Luke 7: 

12 ï 15, 22; Luke 8: 49 ï 56; John 11: 1 ï 44; John 14: 12; Acts 9: 40 ï 42; Acts 20: 9 ï 12 etc. 
233 Matt 4: 23; Matt 9: 35; Matt 10: 7 ï 8; Matt 11: 2 ï 5; Matt 12: 24 ï 28; Mark 3: 14 ï 15; Mark 6: 12 ï 13; 

Mark 15: 16 ï 18; Luke 4: 16 ï 21; Luke 9: 1 ï 2, 11; Luke 10: 9; Luke 11: 15 ï 20 etc. 
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¶ Seek and pray for spiritual gifts such as é 

o Wisdom 

o Knowledge 

o Faith 

o Healing 

o Miracles 

o Prophecy 

o Distinguishing between spirits 

o Tongues (which can be used for private worship as well as public worship if 

someone can interpret them) 

o The interpretation of tongues 

o Visions 

o Dreams 

¶ Use spiritual gifts in local church meetings to build us all up by speaking one at a time, 

sharing prophecies, dreams and visions for the whole church to prayerfully consider 

¶ Cast out demons 

¶ Heal the sick 

¶ Anoint the sick with oil 

¶ Raise the dead 

 

 

Spiritual warfare and persecution  
 

As we engage in our calling to advance the kingdom of God, the Bible is very clear that we 

will be entering a spiritual battle against real spiritual powers.  Even though our message is one 

of love, hope and joy, we should expect to face opposition, ñFor our struggle is not against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.ò 234  This may even 

take the form of outright persecution, as Jesus warned ñthey will seize you and persecute you.  

They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before 

kings and governors, and all on account of my name.ò 235  Most painfully of all, this 

persecution can sometimes come from fellow Christians, wittingly or otherwise, as we see in 

the life of the early church.236  This spiritual and human opposition tends to take the form of 

temptation; doubts in our faith, our calling or ourselves; division with others; setbacks and 

frustrations; the fierce opposition of institutions and systems, and outright persecution.  Indeed, 

it is crucial to remember that when we engage in issues of social justice, development and 

environment (that we will turn to in the next section), and deal with political and economic 

systems, inequality, power and injustice, there is an important spiritual dimension to those 

struggles.  Thus, prayer is crucial as our first (and ongoing) action in all these areas, just as it 

was the first priority in Part 2 on Evangelism and in this Part 3 on Discipleship. 

 

As we have seen, the Bible teaches that we should be ready for spiritual attack and not surprised 

by it.  It also gives us practical ways to deal with attack.  In the face of temptation, we are 

encouraged, not so much to stoically resist, but to ñfleeò ï to recognise the patterns of our 

 
234 Eph 6: 10 ï 17, see also Job 1 ï 2; Matt 4: 1 ï 11; Matt 6: 13; Matt 16: 23; Luke 22: 31 ï 32; 2 Cor 2: 11; 2 

Cor 10: 4 ï 5; Eph 2: 2; Eph 4: 26 ï 27; 1 Thess 2: 18; 2 Thess 3: 3; 1 Tim 4: 1; 1 Tim 5: 15; 2 Tim 2: 26 etc. 
235 Luke 21: 12 ï 19, see also Psalms; Matt 5: 10 ï 12; Matt 10: 17 ï 28; Mark 10: 30; Mark 13: 9 ï 13; Luke 6: 

22 ï 23; John 15: 18 ï 21; Acts; 2 Cor 1: 5 ï 10; 1 Thess 3: 3 ï 4, 7; 2 Thess 1: 4 ï 5 etc. 
236 Roms 16: 17 ï 18; 1 Cor 3: 3; 1 Cor 6: 1 ï 8; 2 Cor 7: 12; 2 Cor 10: 10 ï 13: 13; Gal; Phil 4: 2; 1 Tim 1: 3 ï 7, 

19 ï 20; 1 Tim 4: 1 ï 7; 1 Tim 6: 20 ï 21; 2 Tim 1: 15; 2 Tim 2: 16 ï 18, 23; 2 Tim 4: 3 ï 4, 10, 14 ï 16 etc.  
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weaknesses, and then avoid putting ourselves in positions where we face overwhelming 

temptation.237  When we experience doubts of all kinds we are encouraged to instead fill our 

minds with positive things, to ñSet your minds on things above, not on earthly things.ò 238  

The more we dwell on the positive, the more positive we will be; the more on the negative, the 

more negative we become.  One practical way of doing this is to worship and praise God in the 

face of negative thoughts.  In terms of doubting ourselves and our calling, the Bible also gives 

practical advice to never care what others think of us, for it is God alone we are serving, not 

others.  As Paul says in the letter to the Galatians, ñAm I now trying to win the approval of 

human beings, or of God?  Or am I trying to please people?  If I  were still trying to please 

people, I would not be a servant of Christ.ò 239  We can also avoid doubt in ourselves by never 

comparing ourselves to others.  Each of us has a unique calling, different from anyone elseôs.  

Again in Galatians we are encouraged, ñEach one should test their own actions.  Then they 

can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each 

one should carry their own load.ò 240   

 

When we face setbacks, we are to persevere through tough times, not giving up easily, as James 

says, ñConsider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Let perseverance 

finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.ò 241  If we find 

ourselves facing fierce opposition from institutions and systems, or even physical persecution, 

the Bible tells us to love our enemies and turn the other cheek.  For Jesus powerfully exhorted 

us in the Sermon on the Mount, ñYou have heard that it was said, óEye for eye, and tooth for 

tooth.ô  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  If someone slaps you on the right cheek, 

turn to them the other cheek also.ò 242  We are to ñforgive everyone who sins against usò, no 

matter how petty or serious, and as far as it is up to us be reconciled with them.243  We should 

also not just forgive, but ñpray for those who persecute youò,244 and pray for those in authority 

more widely whether they persecute us or not.245  We can flee from persecution, as Jesus said 

ñwhen you are persecuted in one place, flee to anotherò.246  Finally, we should stand in 

solidarity with fellow Christians where they are persecuted, supporting them in every possible 

way as our family.  Thus, speaking of the church Paul says ñIf one part suffers, every part 

suffers with itò and the Hebrews are commended because ñSometimes you were publicly 

 
237 1 Cor 6: 18; 1 Cor 10: 13 ï 14; 1 Tim 6: 11; 2 Tim 2: 22, see also Matt 4: 10; Matt 6: 13; Matt 26: 41; Mark 

14: 38; Luke 11: 4; Luke 22: 40, 46; 1 Cor 7: 5; 2 Cor 6: 17; Gal 6: 1 
238 Col 3: 1 ï 2, see also Roms 8: 6; Roms 12: 2; 2 Cor 10: 5; Eph 4: 22 ï 24; Phil 3: 19; Phil 4: 8; Hebs 2: 18 ï 

3: 1; 1 Pet 1: 13; 1 Pet 4: 7; 2 Pet 3: 1 ï 2 
239 Gal 1: 10, see also Matt 6: 1 ï 6, 16 ï 18; Matt 22: 16; Matt 23: 5 ï 7; Mark 12: 14, 38 ï 39; Luke 6: 22, 26; 

Luke 11: 43; Luke 16: 15; Luke 20: 46; John 5: 44; 1 Cor 4: 3; 1 Thess 2: 4 ï 6 etc. 
240 Gal 6: 4 ï 5, see also Job 21; Psalm 10; Psalm 73; Luke 18: 9 ï 14; Acts 10: 34 ï 35; Roms 12: 4 ï 8; 1 Cor 

12; 2 Cor 10: 12 ï 13; Eph 4: 11 ï 12  
241 James 1: 2 ï 4, 12, see also Matt 5: 10 ï 12; Matt 13: 21; Roms 15: 4 ï 5; 2 Cor 4: 8 ï 9, 17; 2 Thess 1: 4 ï 5; 

2 Tim 2: 3, 8 ï 12; Hebs 10: 32 ï 36; Hebs 12: 1 ï 11; James 5: 10 ï 11; 1 Pet 4: 12 ï 19; Rev 2: 3 etc. 
242 Matt 5: 38 ï 42, see also Lev 19: 18; Prov 12: 16; Prov 20: 22; Prov 25: 21 ï 22; Mark 14: 46 ï 49; Luke 22: 

49 ï 53; John 18: 10 ï 11, 36; Roms 12: 17, 19 ï 21; 1 Cor 4: 12 ï 13; Eph 4: 31 ï 32; 1 Thess 5: 15; 1 Pet 3: 9 

etc. 
243 Luke 11: 4, see also Matt 5: 23 ï 25; Matt 6: 12; Matt 18: 21 ï 35; Mark 11: 25; Luke 6: 37; Luke 12: 57 ï 59; 

Luke 17: 3 ï 4; Luke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60; Roms 12: 18; 1 Cor 13: 5; 2 Cor: 2: 10; Eph 4: 26 ï 27, 32 etc. 
244 Matt 5: 44, see also Luke 6: 28; Luke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60; Acts 26: 29; Roms 12: 14 
245 Luke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60; Acts 26: 29; Acts 28: 7 ï 8; 1 Tim 2: 1 ï 2 
246 Matt 10: 23, see also Matt 2: 13 ï 23; John 7: 1 ï 10; Acts 8: 1, 4; Acts 9: 23 ï 25, 29 ï 30; Acts 11: 19; Acts 

14: 5 ï 6, 19 ï 20; Acts 17: 5 ï 10, 14; Acts 20: 1, 3; Acts 23: 12 ï 35; 2 Cor 11: 32 ï 33 
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exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were 

so treated.  You suffered along with those in prisonò.247  So, in summary é 

 

Individual Christians should : 
¶ Flee from temptation, avoid putting ourselves in positions where we will be tempted and 

remove ourselves from them when they occur 

¶ Choose to dwell on positive things to shape our thinking in the face of doubts 

¶ Choose not to care what others think of us 

¶ Choose not to compare ourselves with others 

¶ Persevere in tough times 

¶ Turn the other cheek and love our enemies 

¶ Pray for those who persecute us 

¶ Pray for those in authority 

¶ Forgive all who wrong us, and as far as it is up to us be reconciled with them 

¶ Flee to avoid persecution 

¶ Stand in solidarity with fellow Christians where they are persecuted 

 

 

Social Justice, Development and Environment  
 

As we saw in Part 1, the Bible is very clear that our perfect world where the kingdom of God 

has come in full , which we are all to work towards, would be a world with full social justice, 

an end to poverty for all, and a restored natural environment.  These will be the subjects of the 

next three parts of this report, where we will find that many of the major actions need to be 

taken by the private sector, national governments and the international community.  However, 

we as individual Christians, and together as the wider church, also have a critical role to play 

ï both in our own right, and even more importantly, to influence these big players.  Indeed, in 

Part 7 we shall see that we have the most important role of all; to pressure the other actors to 

take the steps required.  We shall therefore consider here the role we should play in social 

justice, development and the environment as followers of Jesus, whose faith cannot remain just 

personal and private, but must reach out and have massive impact in the political and public 

sphere as well.   

 

As individual Christians and local churches there are essentially five ways in which we can 

engage in social justice, development and the environment, and the Bible encourages us to be 

active in all of them é 

 
5 actio ns for Christians  and churches to tackle  

Social Justice, Development and the Environment  
1. Prayer 

2. Giving 

3. Practical action 

4. Ethical consumption 

5. Speaking out in advocacy 
 

Figure 3.3: Five  actions for Christians  and churches to tackle social justice, 
development and the environment . 

 
247 1 Cor 12: 25 ï 26; Hebs 10: 33 ï 34, see also Acts 9: 23 ï 25, 29 ï 30; Acts 12: 5; Acts 14: 19 ï 20; Acts 19: 

30 ï 31; Acts 23: 16 ï 22; Acts 24: 23; Acts 27: 3; Phil 1: 16; 2 Thess 3: 2; 2 Tim 1: 15 ï 17; Hebs 13: 3 etc. 
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One: Prayer  
 

First, we should pray.  In one example, Paul calls for prayer for national authorities that they 

might govern justly and ensure social stability, ñI urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people ï for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.ò 248   

 

 
 

Figure  3.4 : Prayer, one of five actions Christians and churches can take to address 
social justice, development and the environment . 

 

 

Two: Giving  
 

Second, the Bible challenges us as followers of Jesus to give radically, living simple lives, 

keeping only what we require for necessities and a few occasional treats, and giving the rest 

away.  As Jesus challenged us, ñSell your possessions and give to the poor.  Provide purses 

for yourselves that will not wear outò, and Zacchaeus said when he came to follow Jesus, 

ñLook, Lord!  Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.ò 249  Radical generosity like 

this can literally be the difference between life and death for many in the greatest poverty or 

oppression.  How can we as Christians justify anything else?  When we give, we should try to 

 
248 1 Tim 2: 1 ï 2, see also Matt 6: 10; Matt 7: 7 ï 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 22: 32; John 17: 9 ï 26; Acts 12: 5 ï 12; 

Acts 14: 23; Acts 28: 8; Roms 1: 9 ï 10; Roms 10: 1; Roms 15: 30 ï 31; 2 Cor 1: 11; Eph 6: 18 ï 19; 1 Thess 1: 

3; 3 John 1: 2 etc. 
249 Luke 12: 15 ï 34; Luke 19: 8, see also Deut 15: 4, 7ï 14; Psalm 37: 21; Prov 11: 24 ï 28; Prov 21: 26; Prov 

28: 20, 22, 25, 27; Matt 5: 42; Matt 19: 21 ï 26; Mark 10: 21 ï 27; Mark 12: 41 ï 44; Luke 6: 30; Luke 16: 19 ï 

31; Luke 18: 22 ï 27; Luke 21: 1 ï 4; Acts 10: 2, 4, 31; 1 Tim 6: 9 ï 10, 17 ï 18 etc. 
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do so through Christian organisations that operate via local churches as much as possible, so 

we continue to strengthen the capacity of the church to have impact in these critical areas.  

Where there are no Christian organisations in a specific area, we should of course support non-

Christian groups who are still doing important work.  This is something that should apply not 

just throughout our lives, but also at the end of our lives, where we should aim to pass on only 

a reasonable amount to our children, and give as much as possible away. 

 

 
 

Figure  3.5: Giving, one of five actions Christians and churches can take to address 
social justice, development and the environment . 

 

There are many great Christian and non-Christian organisations we should consider supporting 

financially.  In the area of social justice: International Justice Mission, Barnabas Fund, 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Open Doors, Release International (www.ijm.org, 

www.barnabasfund.org, www.csw.org.uk, www.opendoors.org, 

www.releaseinternational.org) and many other Christian organisations work for improved 

human rights and religious liberty.  Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch 

(www.amnesty.org, www.hrw.org) are great secular groups doing the same thing.  In the area 

of development, you might wish to support Christian Aid, Cafod, Compassion, Tearfund or 

World Vision (www.christianaid.org.uk, www.cafod.org.uk, www.compassionuk.org, 

www.tearfund.org, www.wvi.org) ï all excellent Christian organisations doing great work.  

Secular groups such as Action Aid, Oxfam and Save the Children (www.actionaid.org, 

www.oxfam.org, www.savethechildren.net) do similar good work in this critical area.  For the 

environment, A Rocha (www.arocha.org) is a notable Christian organisation, Friends of the 

Earth, Greenpeace, the World Wildlife Fund, and local wildlife trusts (www.foei.org, 

www.greenpeace.org, www.wwf.panda.org) are good secular ones.  When it comes to giving, 

we should support evangelism and discipleship as well as social justice, development and the 

environment.  For evangelism, we should consider supporting organisations that have really 

demonstrated their ability to help ordinary Christians and churches become involved in 

effectively sharing their faith, such as the Alpha Course (www.alpha.org) or Christianity 

http://www.ijm.org/
http://www.barnabasfund.org/
http://www.csw.org.uk/
http://www.opendoors.org/
http://www.releaseinternational.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.cafod.org.uk/
http://www.compassionuk.org/
http://www.tearfund.org/
http://www.wvi.org/
http://www.actionaid.org/
http://www.oxfam.org/
http://www.savethechildren.net/
http://www.arocha.org/
http://www.foei.org/
http://www.greenpeace.org/
http://www.wwf.panda.org/
http://www.alpha.org/
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Explored (www.christianityexplored.org).  In both evangelism and discipleship, we should also 

generously support our own local church.  There are of course many other great smaller 

organisations in all of these areas.  Research and pray to decide which God would like you to 

support financially. 

 

 

Three: Practical action  
 

Beyond prayer and giving, the third thing we can do is take practical action, responding with 

compassion in immediate practical ways in the situations where we come into direct contact 

with people in need.  We see God challenge his people with this through the prophet Isaiah, 

who asks rhetorically what kind of fasting and worship God requires, ñIs it not to share your 

food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter ï when you see the 

naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?ò  In the New 

Testament, we see this exemplified in the Good Samaritan, who ñas he travelled, came where 

the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to 

an inn and took care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper.  óLook after him,ô he said, óand when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 

expense you may have.ôò 250  This direct practical action can take a myriad of forms, perhaps 

financially supporting extended family members; a gift or loan (without interest) to a friend; 

flowers for someone who is feeling low; letting a friend in need live with you for a while; 

volunteering your time for good causes; cooking a meal for a stressed family; babysitting for 

someone who really needs a break; making sure we always pay our taxes in full and donôt 

practice tax avoidance; or if we are blessed with a family, prayerfully considering having no 

more than two children to limit future population growth and the pressures on the planet.   

 

One area it is worth pausing to consider, because we often donôt know how to react, is when 

we encounter people begging or sleeping rough on the street.  In most developed nations, 

homelessness is not simply a problem of lack of money, but usually linked to other issues, such 

as abuse or drug and alcohol addiction.  Such problems are not resolved by simply giving.  

What would Jesus do instead?  Ideally we should stop, buy food and a hot drink for homeless 

people we encounter, and spend time in conversation with them.  However, practically we often 

donôt have the time to do this for every person we see.  After discussing the issue with experts, 

Arise advises that we show practical love when encountering homeless people by carrying 

three things with us in our wallets and purses.  First, the contact telephone numbers for 

professional agencies that can help homeless people get off the streets.  In many developed 

nations, local authorities are obliged to provide housing and multiple other support services.  

In the UK, you could give out the phone number for Shelterôs (www.shelter.org.uk) helpline, 

0808 800 4444, and this website www.gov.uk/homelessness-help-from-council, both of which 

can help them access these services.  You can also report the location of people you see sleeping 

rough via Street Link (www.streetlink.org.uk), which will again alert local authorities who can 

help them (similar organisations and sources of information exist for other countries).  Second, 

you can give homeless people vouchers or a gift card for food outlets regularly found on the 

high-street (try and choose ones which offer tasty and nutritious food).  Finally, you can give 

a tract explaining something of our faith.  These can be ordered from organisations like the 4 

Points (www.the4points.com), Lifewords (www.lifewords.global) or Agape 

 
250 Isa 58: 6 ï 7, 10; Luke 10: 25 ï 37, see also Prov 22: 9; Eze 18: 7; Matt 25: 35 ï 46; Luke 3: 11; Luke 14: 12 

ï 14; Acts 9: 36, 39; 2 Cor 1: 4; Gal 6: 9 ï 10; 1 Thess 5: 14; James 2: 15 ï 17; 1 John 3: 17 etc. 

http://www.christianityexplored.org/
http://www.shelter.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/homelessness-help-from-council
http://www.streetlink.org.uk/
http://www.the4points.com/
http://www.lifewords.global/
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(www.agape.org.uk), or use specific resources like the Jesus at the Door card 

(www.jesusatthedoor.com). 

 

 
 

Figure  3.6: Volunteering and loving our neighbour through practical action, one of 
five actions Christians and churches can take to address social justice, development 

and the environment . 
 

For many of us, one of the main opportunities for practical action in our lives is in applying 

our faith through our jobs and working lives to improve social justice, development and the 

environment.  Most of us will be specifically called to spend the majority of our time in full-

time paid employment in one of these areas.  The Bible is full of politicians and civil servants 

like Joseph, Ezra, Nehemiah and Daniel; farmers and businessmen like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 

and Job; judges like Moses, Eli and Samuel; soldiers like Joshua, Gideon and David; and 

followers of Jesus from all walks of life: fishermen, tax collectors, servants, tentmakers, cloth 

sellers, tanners, jailers, doctors and lawyers. 251  Thus today, some will be called to be 

missionaries and evangelists (evangelism), and some to full time church leadership 

(discipleship), but others will be called to be politicians, civil servants, public sector employees, 

lawyers, police officers, members of the armed forces or journalists (social justice), others will 

be teachers, health professionals, work for the private sector or set up their own businesses 

(development), and others, scientists or conservationists (environment).  We should take every 

opportunity in the roles we have, and the places God has called us, to take practical actions and 

decisions which improve social justice, development and the environment. 

 

 

Four: Ethical consumption  
 

As well as praying, giving and taking practical action, the fourth thing we can do is begin to 

shape the global economy, with which we all engage, through ethical consumption ï choosing 

to buy more ethically and environmentally sustainably products and services.  The Bible is 

 
251 Gen 12 ï 50; Ex ï Josh; Judges 6 ï 8; Ezra; Nehemiah; Daniel 1 ï 6; 1 Sam ï 2 Chron; Job; Matt 4: 18 ï 22; 

Matt 9: 9; Acts 9: 43; Acts 16: 14 ï 15; Acts 18: 3; Roms 16: 10 ï 11; Col 4: 14; 2 Tim 4: 19; Titus 3: 13 etc. 

http://www.agape.org.uk/
http://www.jesusatthedoor.com/
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clear about the need for those engaged in business to act fairly, pay their workers well, and not 

exploit people or the environment.   Thus the Israelites were warned, ñDo not take advantage 

of a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is a fellow Israelite or a 

foreigner residing in one of your towns.  Pay them their wages each day before sunset, 

because they are poor and are counting on it.ò  Later the Ninevites are strongly condemned, 

among other things, that ñYou have increased the number of your merchants till they are 

more numerous than the stars in the sky, but like locusts they strip the land and then fly 

away.ò 252  It follows therefore, that as Christians, we should seek to purchase goods and 

services from companies that try to follow ethical behaviour.  The Ethical Consumer website 

(www.ethicalconsumer.org) can help us to identify these.  In addition, let us pause briefly to 

consider what some of these ethical consumption choices might be.   

 

To help with development, we should prioritise buying products which have the Fair Trade 

mark (www.fairtrade.org.uk) or other known ethical standards, which guarantee good incomes 

and conditions for businesses and workers in developing nations.  Where these are not 

available, we should buy other products from developing nations where we can, thus still 

supporting their economies and helping reduce poverty.  Beyond this, wherever possible we 

should shop from small, local firms and enterprises, the healthy backbone of any economy, 

rather than large companies, supporting local development and helping to keep people out of 

poverty nearer to home.  We should buy goods and services from companies that pay a 

reasonable Living Wage (www.livingwage.org.uk) and a fair share of tax (again, similar 

organisations and sources of information exist for other countries).  We should consider 

divesting our pension and other financial savings from investment in unethical practices and 

fossil fuel industries, and instead invest them in companies with good ethical standards, and in 

clean energy renewable companies.  Organisations like Share Action (www.shareaction.org) 

can advise with this.  We should be prepared to pay more for ethical, developing country and 

local business goods and services, even if  this means giving less to charity.  Directly supporting 

people and their businesses in this way is more empowering than simply providing aid, and 

this is the kind of kingdom-values economy we want to see.   

 

To protect the environment, we should switch to a green electricity provider like Ecotricity 

(www.ecotricity.co.uk) or Good Energy (www.goodenergy.co.uk) (which generates power 

from renewables like solar, wind or wave).  (Similar companies exist in other countries.)  If we 

can afford it, we should convert our homes from using gas for heating, hot water and cooking 

to electricity from the same green provider.  We should reduce our use of both electricity and 

gas for heating, hot water and cooking as much as possible by intentional changes in behaviour, 

such as switching off lights and unplugging devices when not in use, wearing warmer clothing 

rather than putting the heating on, and ensuring our home is properly insulated.  To help with 

this we should use an energy monitor (available online and from many high-street shops) to 

monitor and identify ways of reducing our energy use at home.  In terms of transport, we should 

walk or cycle as much as possible, rather than using vehicles.  If feasible, we should use public 

transport, car shares or occasionally rent rather than own a car.   If we do need a car, then if we 

can afford it, we should buy an electric car which can be charged using green electricity.  If 

not, and if we do need a traditional car, we should try and have just one per family.  We should 

also buy a car that is as fuel efficient and low emission as possible.  We should avoid flying, 

or do so as little as possible, and try to use trains or boats instead of planes where we can.  After 

we have done all this, we should offset any fossil fuel emissions that remain, from either our 

 
252 Deut 24: 14 ï 15; Nahum 3: 16, see also Lev 19: 13; Lev 25: 53; Prov 22: 22 ï 23; Isa 23; Isa 58: 3; Jer 22: 13; 

Eze 26 ï 28; Hosea 12: 8 ï 9; Mal 3: 5; Matt 10: 10; Luke 10: 7; 1 Tim 5: 18; James 5: 4 etc. 

http://www.ethicalconsumer.org/
http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
http://www.livingwage.org.uk/
http://www.shareaction.org/
http://www.ecotricity.co.uk/
http://www.goodenergy.co.uk/
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home or transport, with an offsetting company like the Christian organisation, Climate 

Stewards (www.climatestewards.org), that plants trees and implements other offsetting 

programmes to absorb emissions.   

 

 
 

Figure  3.7: Ethical consumption, such as buying products which guarantee good 
incomes and conditions for workers in developing nations, one of five actions 

Christians and churches can take to address social justice, development and the 
environment . 

 

In our diets, we should buy organic food, and meat and other animal products that are free-

range, as much as possible.  There is plenty of non-organic food which is produced in ways 

which donôt harm the environment.  However, in the absence of a clear labelling scheme, 

buying organic is the only way to be certain that harmful polluting chemicals havenôt been 

used.  Similarly, we should only buy wood products that are sustainably logged, and buy 

second-hand rather than new wherever possible, thus reducing our overall consumption and 

driving more funds towards good causes.  In terms of what we eat, we should have a diet that 

is based mainly upon fruit and vegetables (at least a third), and cereal and carbohydrates (at 

least a third), with a small amount of meat (less than a sixth) and dairy (less than a sixth).253  

Furthermore, when we do eat meat, we should try to eat white meat and fish rather than red 

meat.  We shall see later in Part 6 on the Environment, that this is how God designed our bodies 

to be healthy,254 and it is also good for people and planet, reducing currently unsustainable 

global meat and dairy production.  We should limit food waste as much as possible, and 

compost all organic waste.  Beyond our diets, we should also seek to reduce all other kinds of 

waste from our homes, making a note of every item we put in our bins and then searching 

 
253 The Eatwell Guide, National Health Service, www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide.  Similar 

sources of information exist for other countries. 
254 Gen 1: 29 ï 30; Gen 2: 9, 16 ï 17; Gen 3: 17 ï 23; Gen 9: 2 ï 3, Deut 14: 4 ï 20; Mark 7: 14 ï 19; Roms 14; 

1 Cor 8 

http://www.climatestewards.org/
http://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide
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online to see if there is a recyclable, re-usable, non-waste alternative.  We should do all we can 

to reduce and eliminate altogether the plastic products we buy, as plastic can only be recycled 

a limited number of times before it ends up as waste. 

 

 

Five: Speaking out in advocacy  
 

Moving on from ethical consumption, the fifth and final thing we can do as individual 

Christians towards a more socially just, developed and environmentally sustainable world, is 

to speak out in advocacy.  This means challenging and changing the policies and actions of 

those in power ï in governments and business ï along the direction set out in Parts 4, 5 and 6 

of this report on Social Justice, Development and the Environment.  As the book of Proverbs 

says, ñSpeak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 

destitute.  Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and the needyò, and God 

challenges us through the words of the Prophet Isaiah, ñIs not this the kind of fasting I have 

chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed 

free and break every yoke? é if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the 

needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become 

like the noonday.ò 255   

 

 
 

Figure  3.8 : Speaking out in advocacy, one of five actions Christians and churches can 
take to address social justice, development and the environment . 

 

 
255 Prov 31: 8 ï 9; Isa 58: 6 ï 10, see also Gen 41; Gen 46: 31 ï 47: 11; Ex 5: 1 ï 12: 32; 2 Sam 7; 2 Sam 12; 1 

Kings 1; 1 Kings 17 ï 22; 2 Kings 1 ï 3; 2 Kings 6: 8 ï 8: 15; Ezra 4 ï 7; Ezra 8: 36; Nehemiah 1 ï 2; Esther; 

Prov 13: 23; Prov 21: 13; Prov 25: 15; Prov 29: 7; Isa ï Mal (e.g. Isa 59: 3 ï 4); Dan 1 ï 6; Matt 10: 18 ï 20; Matt 

14: 3 ï 4; Matt 23; Mark 6:17 ï 18; Mark 13: 9 ï 11; Luke 3: 12 ï 14, 19; Luke 11: 42; Luke 12: 11 ï 12; Luke 

13: 31 ï 32; Luke 21: 12 ï 15; Acts 21: 31 ï 28: 31; Eph 6: 12 etc. 
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This can seem overwhelming, and it can be hard to know where to start.  There are so many 

important groups, working on so many important causes.  Arise exists to help make this easy 

and manageable.  We are a one-stop-shop for helping you put your faith into practice, including 

speaking out in advocacy, across the key issues of social justice, development and the 

environment.  If you sign up with Arise we will send you one weekly action, to help put these 

five ways of acting (including speaking out in advocacy) into practice in your life one step at a 

time (www.ariseuk.org/sign-up).  Will you commit to taking just one action a week to help 

change our world?   

 

 

Church -wide action  
 

Our churches should also take the same five Biblical actions at a corporate level.  This means 

facilitating corporate church prayer, giving, practical action, ethical consumption and advocacy 

for social justice, development and the environment.  The practical action we take together as 

a church might be foodbanks, debt counselling, reconciliation in areas of conflict, or other ways 

of meeting the immediate needs of our community together as a church.  With regards to ethical 

consumption, our churches should model the same practices we considered above, in the 

products and services they buy for their use.  In addition to these five actions, the church can 

go further and ensure that it is teaching us as individual Christians that taking radical action 

through prayer, giving, practical action, ethical consumption and advocacy on social justice, 

development and the environment is an integral part of our faith. 

 

Furthermore, as we have seen, most of us will be specifically called to spend the majority of 

our time in full -time employment in one of these areas.  Thus some will be called to be 

missionaries and evangelists (evangelism), and some to full time church leadership 

(discipleship), but others will be called to be politicians, civil servants, public sector employees, 

lawyers, police officers, members of the armed forces or journalists (social justice), others will 

be teachers, health professionals, work for the private sector or set up their own businesses 

(development), and others scientists or conservationists (environment).  These are all legitimate 

fields of calling and ministry, and the church should teach this and encourage its members to 

consider them, and affirm, celebrate and support members who are called into them.  We need 

Christians in all these areas, living out their faith, advancing Godôs kingdom, and shaping and 

influencing the world around us.  So, in summary é 

 
Individual Christian should : 
¶ One: Pray 

¶ Two: Give radically  

o Give all our income, except what we need for necessities and a few occasional 

treats, and live simple lives 

o Give through Christian organisations that operate via local churches wherever 

possible 

o Only pass on a reasonable amount to our children when we die, giving most 

away 

¶ Three: Take direct practical action to meet the needs of the people we come into 

contact with, and our local environment, in a myriad of hands-on ways, including é 

o Financially support extended family members in need 

o Always pay our taxes in full and donôt practice tax avoidance 

o If we are blessed with a family, prayerfully considering having no more than 

two children to limit future population growth and the pressures on the planet 

http://www.ariseuk.org/sign-up
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o Donôt just walk past homeless people, but give them contact details for local 

authorities that can help get them off the street, food vouchers for high-street 

food outlets, and tracts.  (Carry these around with us) 

o Take every opportunity in the jobs we have, whether it be politicians, civil 

servants, public sector employees, lawyers, police officers, members of the 

armed forces, journalists etc. (social justice), teachers, health professionals, 

private sector employees, entrepreneurs etc. (development), scientists, 

conservations etc. (environment), to take practical actions and decisions which 

improve social justice, development and the environment. 

¶ Four: Consume ethically in the products and services we buy 

o Buy products with known ethical standards wherever possible, thus supporting 

development in poor nations 

o Where these are not available, buy other products from the developing world, 

still supporting development in poor nations 

o Buy from small, local firms for everything else, thus helping keep people out of 

poverty near to home by supporting small and medium enterprises, the healthy 

backbone of any economy 

o Buy goods and services from companies that pay a reasonable Living Wage 

wherever possible 

o Buy goods and services from companies that pay a fair share of tax wherever 

possible 

o Divest our pensions and other financial savings from investment in unethical 

practices and fossil fuel industries, and instead invest them in companies with 

good ethical standards and in green energy renewable companies 

o Switch to a green electricity provider 

o Convert our homes from using gas for heating, hot water and cooking, to 

electricity from the same green provider (if we can afford it) 

o Reduce our use of electricity and gas as much as possible through actions such 

as switching off lights and unplugging devices when not in use, wearing 

warmer clothing rather than putting the heating on, and ensuring our home is 

properly insulated 

o Use an energy monitor to help identify ways of reducing our energy use at 

home 

o Walk or cycle rather than using other vehicles where possible 

o Use public transport, car shares or occasionally rent a car rather than owning 

one, but if we do need a car we should é 

o Buy an electric car which can be charged using green electricity (if we can 

afford it) 

o Reduce to just one car per family 

o Buy as fuel efficient and low emission car as possible 

o Reduce our flights as much as possible 

o Use trains or boats instead of planes where possible 

o Offset any fossil fuel emissions we have from either our home or travel with an 

offsetting company that can plant trees to absorb the equivalent amount of 

emissions we have made 

o Buy organic food, meat and other animal products that are free-range, as much 

as possible 

o Only buy wood products that are sustainably logged 

o Buy second-hand rather than new wherever possible, reducing overconsumption 

and driving more funds towards good causes 
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o Have a healthy diet that is based upon mainly fruit and vegetables (at least a 

third), and cereal and carbohydrates (at least a third), with a small amount of 

meat (less than a sixth) and dairy (less than a sixth), and eating white meat and 

fish rather than red meat wherever possible 

o Reduce and eliminate buying plastic products, as plastic can only be recycled a 

limited number of times before it ends up as waste 

o Reduce waste from our homes as much as possible, making a note of every item 

we put in our bins, then searching online to see if there is a recyclable, re-

usable, non-waste alternative.  This should include composting all organic 

waste 

¶ Five: Advocate to those in power to take action on social justice, development and 

environment é 

o Sign up to speak out in advocacy on the major social justice, development and 

environment issues once a week with Arise (www.ariseuk.org/sign-up) 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ One: Pray 

¶ Two: Give radically 

¶ Three: Take direct practical action to meet the needs of the people in our local 

communities and our local environment in a myriad of hands-on ways 

¶ Four: Model the same ethical consumption in the products and services it buys as outlined 

for individual Christians above 

¶ Five: Advocate to those in power to take action on social justice, development and 

environment 

¶ Teach that all Christians should pray, give, take practical action, consume ethically and 

advocate for social justice, development and environment 

¶ Teach that most of us will be specifically called to spend the majority of our time in full-

time employment in one of these areas, as politicians, civil servants, public sector 

employees, lawyers, police officers, members of the armed forces, journalists etc. (social 

justice), teachers, health professionals, private sector employees, entrepreneurs etc. 

(development), scientists, conservations etc. (environment), and affirm, celebrate and 

support Christians called into these roles 

 

 

Leadership and unity in the church  
 

We are now beginning to move beyond the lessons we can learn from the Bible for our 

discipleship as individual Christians and to consider what we can learn from the Bible about 

how our churches should operate as organisations.  So, in this final section we examine the 

lessons in the New Testament relating to leadership and unity in the fledgling early church.  In 

each individual church, elders, rather than an individual minister, were appointed, who together 

ran the church and were in charge of evangelism and its spiritual direction.  Thus, as they 

travelled, we hear how ñPaul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, 

with prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lordò, and later how Paul instructs Titus to 

ñappoint elders in every townò.256  Under the elders, deacons were responsible for the 

administration and practical functions of the church.  We see this modelled in the early church 

in Jerusalem where the practicalities of providing food for poor widows was becoming a huge 

 
256 Acts 14: 23; Titus 1: 5, see also Acts 1: 15 ï 26; Acts 15: 1 ï 33; Acts 20: 17, 28; Acts 21: 17 ï 26; 1 Cor 12: 

28 ï 29; Eph 4: 11; Phil 1: 1; 1 Tim 3: 1 ï 13; 1 Tim 5: 17; I Pet 5: 1 ï 4; 2 John 1: 1; 3 John 1: 1 etc. 

http://www.ariseuk.org/sign-up
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task and causing contention, therefore the apostles decided ñIt would not be right for us to 

neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.  Brothers and sisters, 

choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.  We 

will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry 

of the word.ò 257  The oversight of whole groups of individual churches appears to have been 

the responsibility of the apostle who founded them, and this can probably best be compared 

with the role of a bishop today.  Thus, in the second letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks about 

the authority he has over that church, ñauthority the Lord gave me for building you up, not 

for tearing you down.ò 258  Indeed, most of the letters in the New Testament are from those in 

authority over groups of different local churches, written to encourage, instruct and teach them 

from afar.  Major decisions affecting the whole body of the church seem to have been made by 

a council of apostles and elders in Jerusalem, which today would probably best fit the model 

of global church councils, where bishops make corporate decisions led by the Holy Spirit.  

Thus, following one such major decision, we hear how as Paul and his companions ñtravelled 

from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in 

Jerusalem for the people to obeyò, and in each town, ñthe people read it and were glad for its 

encouraging message.ò 259   

 

At every level, those in church leadership were to be servant leaders, whose whole approach 

should be to serve, equip and release their congregations to go and change the world, as Jesus 

said, ñThe kings of the Gentiles lord it over them é you are not to be like that.  Instead, the 

greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 

serves.ò 260  Leaders in the church were to be mature in their faith; they ñmust not be a recent 

convertò.261  They were to hold to ñsound doctrineò 262 and model a good personal attitude 

and integrity to those they led, so that they might ñIn everything set them an example by doing 

what is good.ò 263  They were to be someone ñwhose children believe and are not open to the 

charge of being wild and disobedientò,264 as evidence of their ability to lead others well, 

including leading others into faith.  They were to be ñtestedò before being allowed to serve as 

leaders.265  Full time church leaders could be financially supported by the church to enable 

them to dedicate themselves to the role, if they wanted to be, ñfor the worker is worth his 

keep.ò 266  In the event of any problems with leaders, accusations against them were to be 

ñbrought by two or three witnessesò.267  If they had seriously sinned, then Paul instructed those 

in authority in the church that ñelders who are sinning you are to reprove before everyoneò.  

This enabled them to publicly repent, be forgiven, and for the issue to be addressed so that the 

 
257 Acts 6: 1 ï 6, see also 1 Cor 12: 28 ï 29; Eph 4: 11; Phil 1: 1; 1 Tim 3: 1 ï 13 
258 2 Cor 13: 10, see also 2 Cor 10: 8 ï 11 and much of the rest of Roms ï Jude; Acts 11: 1 ï 24; Acts 15; Acts 

16: 4; Acts 20: 16 ï 38 
259 Acts 16: 4; Acts 15: 1 ï 33, see also Acts 11: 1 ï 24; Acts 21: 17 26; Gal 1: 18 ï 19; Gal 2: 1 ï 10  
260 Luke 22: 24 ï 30, see also 1 Kings 12: 7; Matt 18:1 ï 4; Matt 20: 25 ï 28; Matt 23: 1 ï 12; Mark 9: 33 ï 35; 

Mark 10: 42 ï 45; 1 Cor 4: 7 ï 13; 2 Cor 13: 10; Phil 2: 5 ï 8; 1 Tim 3: 1 ï 13; 1 Pet 5: 1 ï 4 etc. 
261 1 Tim 3: 6 
262 Titus 1: 9, see also 1 Tim 4: 16; Titus 2: 1 
263 Titus 2: 7 ï 8, see also 1 Cor 4: 16; Phil 3: 17; 2 Thess 3: 7, 9; 1 Tim 3: 1 ï 13; 1 Tim 4: 12; Titus 1: 6 ï 9; 1 

Pet 5: 1 ï 4 
264 Titus 1: 6, see also 1 Tim 3: 4 ï 5, 12  
265 1 Tim 3: 10, see also 1 John 4: 1; Rev 2: 2 
266 Matt 10: 9 ï 11, see also Mark 6: 8 ï 10; Luke 8: 3; Luke 9: 3 ï 4; Luke 10: 4 ï 7; Acts 18: 5; 1 Cor 9: 1 ï 18; 

2 Cor 11: 7 ï 9; 1 Thess 2: 6 ï 9; 2 Thess 3: 7 ï 9; 1 Tim 5: 17 ï 18; 3 John 1: 7 ï 8 etc. 
267 1 Tim 5: 19 
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church could move on.268  Of course, we have already seen that we should be just269 and law 

abiding,270 hence this process is not a substitute for reporting any serious abuse or law breaking 

by leaders or church members to the police, without covering it up. 

 

Again and again, the New Testament writers stress the importance of the pursuit of unity in 

local churches and across the whole global church, to come before all else (except serious 

heretical teaching relating to the theological core of the gospel).  Thus, Jesus said ñA new 

command I give to you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one anotherò, and Paul wrote 

ñI appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be perfectly united in mind and thought.ò 271  For us today this means working together 

in unity across all the major Christian denominations and traditions: Protestant, Catholic and 

Orthodox.  Paul warns us several times to avoid indulging in inward looking and divisive 

arguments over minor theological points, and to instead be unified and outward facing in 

pursuing the churchôs mission to advance the kingdom of God in the world.  Thus, we are to 

ñavoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, 

because these are unprofitable and useless.ò 272   

 

Within a local church context, individual believers are to sort out their disagreements and be 

reconciled.273  We can do this by first privately discussing our disagreements frankly, but with 

love and grace, as Jesus instructed, ñIf your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, 

just between the two of you.ò 274  If that doesn't resolve the issue, then as with accusations 

against elders, we should next ñtake one or two others along, so that óevery matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.ôò 275  However, ñif they still refuse to 

listenò then next ñtell it to the churchò.276  Finally, ñif they refuses to listen even to the 

church, treat them as you would a pagan or tax collectorò, i.e. ñput out of your fellowship 

the man who has been doing thisò. 277  This last instruction to expel the unrepentant individual 

from the church seems harsh at first, but this is after multiple patient and reasonable 

opportunities have been given for an individual to rectify their behaviour.  Ultimately, unity is 

preserved by confronting, not ignoring, persistent bad behaviour, which isnôt fair on others and 

undermines the church.   

 

 

 
268 1 Tim 5: 20, see also Gal 2: 11 ï 14 
269 Isa 58: 6 ï 10; Luke 4: 18; Matt 23: 23; Mark 12: 40; Luke 20: 47, see also Psalm 82: 3 ï 4; Prov 13: 23; Prov 

31: 8 ï 9; Isa 1: 11 ï 17; Isa 2: 2 ï 4; Isa 59: 1 ï 16; Jer 7: 1 ï 11; Amos 5; Micah 4: 1 ï 4; Micah 6: 8; Matt 12: 

17 ï 21; Matt 21: 12 ï 13; Mark 11: 15 ï 17; Luke 11: 42; Luke 18: 7 ï 8; Luke 19: 45 ï 46; James 1: 27 etc. 
270 Titus 3: 1, see also Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Daniel; Matt 17: 24 ï 27; Matt 22: 16 ï 21; Matt 23: 2 ï 3; Mark 

12: 14 ï 17; Luke 3: 12 ï 13; Luke 20: 21 ï 25; Acts 23: 5; Roms 13: 1 ï 7; 1 Pet 2: 13 ï 14, 17 etc. 
271 John 13: 34 ï 35; 1 Cor 1: 10 ï 13, see also John 17: 11, 21 ï 23; Acts 4: 32; Roms 12: 4 ï 8, 16; Roms 15: 5 

ï 7; 1 Cor 3: 3 ï 9; 1 Cor 11: 18 ï 22; 1 Cor 12: 12 ï 31; 2 Cor 12: 20; Eph 4: 3, 13, 16, 25; Phil 2: 1 ï 2 etc. 
272 Titus 3: 9 ï 10, see also 1 Tim 1: 3 ï 4; 1 Tim 6: 3 ï 4, 20; 2 Tim 2: 14, 23 ï 26 
273 Lev 19: 17; Matt 5: 21 ï 26; Matt 18: 15 ï 17; Luke 12: 58 ï 59; Luke 17: 3 ï 4; 1 Cor 1: 10 ï 13; 1 Cor 3: 3 

ï 9; 1 Cor 6: 1 ï 8; Eph 4: 26- 27, 30 ï 32; Col 3: 12 ï 14; Titus 3: 10; James 3: 13 ï 18 etc.  
274 Matt 18: 15, see also Lev 19: 17; Matt 5: 21 ï 26; Luke 12: 58 ï 59; Luke 17: 3; Eph 4: 26; 2 Thess 3: 15; Titus 

3: 10 
275 Matt 18. 16, see also Deut 19: 15; John 8: 17; 1 Cor 6: 1 ï 5; 2 Cor 13: 1; 1 Tim 5: 19; Titus 3: 10 
276 Matt 18. 17, see also Gal 2: 11 ï 14; 1 Tim 5: 20; Titus 3: 10;  
277 Matt 18. 17; 1 Cor 5, see also 2 Thess 3: 6, 14; Titus 3: 10 
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Figure  3.9: We should vigorously pursue unity across all churches and denominations  
that accept the core principles of the Christian faith . 

 

Finally, as we saw when we considered Church life, in the Bible, local churches organised 

support for their vulnerable members that could not be supported by their own families.  As we 

read in the early church in Jerusalem, ñthere were no needy persons among them.  For from 

time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 

and put it at the apostlesô feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.ò 278  This was 

true, not only within the local church, but across the church globally, so churches supported 

each other when in need.  For example, we hear how the churches in ñMacedonia and Achaia 

were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lordôs people in Jerusalem.ò 
279  However, the church was not to support those who could be supported by their families, or 

who were not genuinely in need, but taking advantage.  For example, they were told ñIf any 

woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should help them and not let the church 

be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need.ò 
280  So, in summary é 

 

The c hurch should : 
¶ Appoint a group of elders to lead local churches 

¶ Appoint deacons under these elders to manage the practical running of the local church 

¶ Ensure groups of local churches are overseen by a bishop or equivalent 

¶ Make major decisions affecting the whole church at a gathering of the bishops 

 
278 Acts 4: 32 ï 35, see also Matt 10: 42; Matt 25: 31 ï 46; Mark 9: 41; Acts 2: 44 ï 45; Acts 6: 1 ï 6; Roms 12: 

13; Gal 6: 9 ï 10; 1 Tim 5: 3 ï 16; Hebs 6: 10; James 2: 15 ï 17; 1 Pet 4: 9; 1 John 3: 17 etc. 
279 Roms 15: 25 ï 28, see also Matt 25: 31 ï 46; Mark 10: 28 ï 30; Luke 18: 28 ï 30; Acts 11: 27 ï 30; Roms 12: 

13; 1 Cor 16: 1 ï 4; 2 Cor 8 ï 9; Gal 6: 9 ï 10; Hebs 6: 10; James 2: 15 ï 17; 1 John 3: 17 etc. 
280 1 Tim 5: 3 ï 16, see also 1 Thess 4: 11 ï 12; 2 Thess 3: 6 ï 15 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































