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Arise is a global movement, mobilising Christians to campaign and take
practical action to transform the world around us through evangelism,

discipleship, fighting social injustice, eliminating poverty and restoring

the environment.

The Arise Manifesto is our big picture, researched, Biblical, holistic and

practical vision for a better world. It looks at what the Bible says, and
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on the five major areas of evangelism, disciple ship, social justice,
development and the e nvironment. It then draws these lessons

together into a practical road map for the changes we need to see in our

world.

We offer this report as a challenge and a call to action. We hope it will

provoke debate, prayer and action, for governments, for church leaders,

but most of all for us as individual Christians. We are not powerless Von

the contrary  Vwe really do have  the power to change our world. We are

all called to be world changers, to lead lives of meaning and purpose

that make a difference. We are the ones that God has tasked with this
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SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The world is messed uiwitch on tle TV, read a newspaper or gdioa, and straight away

it becomes clear we are living in a pretty broken and fractured world. Two out of every three
peopl e dond There ard6ward mging i the world at this very momén®ne

in every thregoeople lives under télle human rights conditions.One in tenof us live in

absolute poverty on less than $18day? Greenhouse gas emiss®have increased by more

than H00% since the industrial revolution begafihe total wildlife of the earth, on which we

all depend for survival, hatropped by two thirdsver the lastGyearsalone® Thi s i snot t
world our God wantsor that we as individual Christians want to see.

The great news is that vean begin to change this and make a difference. At the same time

that we face such huge challenges, our potential as Christians to respond to them is vast. One
in every three people globally is a Christi
globalised faith. It is the majority religion in every continent of thrld except Asia, and in

six out of seven of tnatens.vootrol oded 830 coonties arqmo we r f
independent territories in the world tod#yere are onl1with a resident Christian pofation

of less than 5% The church ishe largest civil society organisation in the worlts adherents

are collectively more wealthy and politically influential than those of any other faith. Most
importantly of all, we follow the living Lord of the univerBiewh o i s abl e t o do i
more than all ve ask or imagine, according toihs power that i%That wor |

1 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedia, Third Editip(2020)

2 UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, Version 21lppsala Conflict Data Program, Peace Research Institute,
Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg & Havard Strand
(2002) Armed Conflict 194&001: A New Datasetlournal of Peace Resear@9(5): 615637.; Pettersson,
Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém, Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh, Margareta Sollenberg
& Magnus Oberg (2021). Organized violence 12820, with a special emphasis on Sydaurnal of Peace
Researctb8(4).

3 Freedom in the World=reedom House, (2021)

4World Development Indicator¥Vorld Bank, (2022)

5 The PRIMAPhist national historical emissions time series (1&8018) Climate Watch, World Resources
Institute, (2022)

8 Living Planet IndexWorld Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022)

7Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedia, Third Editip(2020)

8Eph 3: 20

viii



The Arise Manifesto Summary

Father hears and answers our praydesus is with ug a | w & ginsl the Holy Spirit guides
us and gives us everything we could ever possibly need for th& task.

If we come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian vision for a better world, we really
can make a massive difference and begin to turn our world around. We can begin to see the
number of people who come to know Jesus dramatically increasectciondlur world reduce,

human rights and democracy improve, poverty decline and our natural environment restored.
Of course, there are millions of Christians who already live lives of radical service, as well as
thousands of churches and Christian orgainons doing amazing things in so many areas. But
collectively, we are still not living up to our potential to really have a world changing impact.
We are a sleeping giant. We need to come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian
vision for a better world. We need taise!

Thisreportis an attempt tbring us together and sketch out what a Christian vision for a better

world might be, then consider how we can get mobilised to achieve it. We b&airi ih The
Mission ofthe Churchy consi dering theol ogy. What actu
What is the role of his church in delivering that story? What is the important role we each have

to play as individual Christians in rolling that story out? We then suggest aptoadiscern

what Godés vision f oParta2 ®we follow this pracesd add gmong ht b
a journey to explore the shape of this vision together.eXgéorethe five critical areas where

the world needs to seénsformationEvangelismDiscipleship Social JusticeDevelopment

andthe Environment We look at what a better world would mean in each of these areas, then
consider where we have come from, where we are going and where we need to go next. This
enables us to build a clear vision for a better world, together with the concrete stepziwe ne

to get there. (These steps are summarised in a box at the end of eachrstwifull report

and collected in théppendix) Finally, inPart 7: Mobilisation Plawe address the practical

matter of how the whole church, and we as individual Christians, can mobilise to bring about
these transformations. Of course, we know our world will never be perfect until Jesus returns

to usher in his kingdom in full, but it ogand should be a lot better than it is nowP#mt 7we

find that surprisingly, the key to unlocking this vision and beginning to make it a reality lies

not in the hands of politicians, economists or captains of industry, but with ordinary people like

you and me living it out, just as Jesus always planned.

We offer this report and its vision for the church and the world in the twigstycentury, as

both a challenge and a call to action. We hope it will provoke debate, prayer and action, for
governments, for church leaders, but most of all for us asidudivChristians. We hope it

wi || play a part in helping to awake the sl e
is our time. There is more to life than this. We are not powdrlesshe contrary we really

do have the power to change owrld. We are all called to be world changers, to lead lives

of meaning and purpose that make a difference. We are the ones that God has tasked with this
challenge. We arethemce s we have bessal waiting for é A

PART 1: THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

Turning first to theology Goddés story in our world is one
humanity turned away from God and broke the relationship between people and God, between

9Matt 21: 217 22; Mark 11: 23 24; Matt 7: 7i 11
10 Matt 28: 20
1 Acts 1: 8; John 14: 26
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people and otherpeopend bet ween people and creation.
through Jesusdeathon the cros&nd resurrectig,rand finally the o6gl ory
when Christ returns again to ushehigkingdom on earth in full.

@
© 0
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We are currently living in the period between redemption and new creation. The battle has
been won on the cross, and the role of the church, as walr asle as individualChristians,

is to further extend thigictory. We areo use all of our time, energy and resources to continue

to expand th&ingdom ofGod,working to restore the world to as close as possible to its state
of new creation.We are to lead lives of meaning, purpose and significdives,that matter

and make a difference, lives of radical discipleship in every, bregying thekingdom into

this broken worldvith our daily actions. We are to ariselhis pracess is all about restoring

the broken relationships between people and God (evangelisndiseigledip), between
people and other people (social justice and development) and between people and creation
(environment). This is a situation that the church can always improve, but one that will never
be fully completed until Jesusturns.

<—\¢)—>

Creation

Figure ii: Restoring broken relationships
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So if thisis the aim of thehurch, then it needs a pldor how it is going to do itIn order to
develop this plan, the church should first define what success looks@ike.near perfect
world would be one where everyone knows Jesus (evangelistwhere everyone is daily
growing deeper in #ir relationship withhim (discipleship). It would also be a world where
all wars are ended, where everyone enjapshuman rights and lives in free democracies
(socialjustice). It wouldbe a world without extreme or relative poverty (developmnant
one where humanity liwan balance withirthe safe natural limits of the planet (environment

Development Discipleship

Social
Justice

Figure iii: The mission of the church and every individual Christian

In order todeterminehow toreach this goahe church should
1) First look at what the Bible saybout each objective: evangelism, discipleship,
social justice, developmeand the envsnmentthen
2) Drawlessons from historgboutwhat has worked in the past to achieve these
objectivesusingthe most accurate statistics anghoritative sources,
organisations and expeitseach field (In thisSummarymostreferences have
been omitted for the sake of brevibyt in the main report and theldBography,
we have provided extensive referencesefach poind
By following this process thehurch can develop a plan for how ltegin to transform our
world.

INDICATOR \ SOURCE

Evangelism

Numberof people becoming Christian | § Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld
Christian Encyclopdia, Third
Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press2020)

1 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M.,
World Christian Trends(Pasadena:
William Carey Library, 2001)

1 Bothdrawn from théNorld Christian
Databasehosted by the Centéor
the Study of Global Christianity at

Xi



The Arise Manifesto

Summary

GordonConwell Theological
Seminary

Discipleship

Numbers of people making a whole ran
of behaviour changes that would indica
they are growing in their relationship
with Jesus

Information not available

Social Justice

Number of democracies

Polity 5 Center for Systemic Peace,

(2018)
Numberof people beingortured Freedom in the World=reedom House,
(2021)
Number of people beinarbitrarily Freedom in the World=reedonHouse,
arrested or detained (2021)
Number of peoplevith full access to Freedom in the World=reedom House,

legal rights and protection under the lay

(2021)

Number of peoplevith freedom of Freedom in the World=reedom House,

religion (2021)

Number of gople withfreedom of Freedom in the World=reedom House,

expression (2021)

Countries with a free press Freedom in the World=reedom House,
(2021)

Number of peopléacing gender, race
disability, sexual orientatioor other
discrimination

Freedom in the World~reedom House,
(2021)

Number of violent conflicts

9 Correlates of WarSarkees, Meredith

Reid and Frank Wayman (2010).
Resort to War: 18162007.
Washington DC: CQ Press.
UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Datase
Version 21.1Uppsala Conflict Data
Program, Peace Research Institute,
Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter;
Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson
Margareta Sollenberg & Havard
Strand (2002) Armed Conflict 1946
2001: A New Dataseflournal of
Peace Researc39(5): 615637.;
Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Dauvis,
Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém,
Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh,
Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus
Oberg (2021). Organized violence
19892020, with a special emphasis
on SyriaJournal of Peace Research
58(4).

Number of people dying in violent
conflicts

PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Versior
3.1, Peace Research Institute, Oslo,
(2019; Lacina, Bethany & Nils Pette

Xii
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Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends |
global combat: A new dataset of
battle deaths', European Journal of
Population 21(£3): 145 166.

UCDP BattleRelated Deaths
Dataset, Version 21,1ppsala
Conflict Data Program, (2021);
Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Dauvis,
Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém,
Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh,
Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus
Oberg (2021). Organized violence
19892020, with a special emphasis
on Syria. Journal of Ree Research
58(4).

Number of people being injured in
violent conflicts

Information not available

Development

Number of gople with sufficient food

FAO Stat UN Food andAgriculture
Organization, (2022)

Number of gople with access to safe
water

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply, Sanitatig
and Hygiene, (2022)

Number of gople with access to safe
sanitation

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply, Sanitatig
and Hygiene, (2022)

Number of people with sufficient housir]

Urban Indicators DatabasdJN-Habitat,
(2022)

Number of gople with agood
job/livelihood

World Development Indicator$Vorld
Bank, (2022)

Number of people witlfull education up
to secondary level

Barro, R. & Lee, JN., Barro-Lee
Estimates of Educational Attainment fo
the Population Aged 1564 from 1950
to 2015 (2021)

Number of people with full healthcare
(physical and mental health)

1 UN Interagency Group for Child
Mortality Estimation, access via
World Development Indicators
World Bank, (2022)

UN Population Division, access via
World Development Indicatars
World Bank, (2022)

Number of people with access to
electricity

Global ElectrificationDatabaseWorld
Development IndicatordVorld Bank,
(2022)

Number of people with access to the
internet

International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) World Telecommunication/ICT
Indicators Databasgeaccess vi&Vorld
Development IndicatordVorld Bank,
(2022)
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nations

Levels of inequality within and between

World Inequality Database, (2022)

Environment

Greenhouse gas emissions

The PRIMAPist national historical
emissions time series (182018)
Climate Watch, World Resources
Institute, (2022)

Biodiversity loss

Living Planet IndexWorld Wildlife Fund
& Zoological Society of London, (2022)

Levels of deforestation or reforestation

Global Forest Resources Assessment
202Q Food and Agriculture Organizatio
(2020)

Percentage dand/sedurned over to
human occupation arafriculture

Protected Planet Report 2020
International Union for Conservation of
Nature &UnitedNations Environment
Programme World Conservation
Monitoring CentreWorld Database on
Protected Areas, (2020)

Pollutionlevels

Information not available

Percentage of waste vs percentage
recycled

Information not available

Population growth

1 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld
Christian Encyclopdia, Third
Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press2020)

1 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M.,
World Christian Trends(Pasadena:
William Carey Library, 2001)

1 Bothdrawn from theNorld Christian
Databasehosted by the Centéor
the Study of Global Christianity at
GordorrConwell Theological
Seminary

1 UN Population Division, access via
World Development Indicatars
World Bank, (2022)

Figure iv: Indicators

However, Jesus gave us two eternal princigies: o v e
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but

updating this report every five years as our way of helping to ensure the vision Christians have

for the change they want to see in the wathis fresh, upto-date and relevant for each new

periad, season, era and generation.

12 Matt 22: 34i 40; Mark 12: 28 34; Luke 10: 25 28
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Having definedsuccesss five broad, interconnected aréasvangelism, discipleship, social
justice, development and environmént e t 6 s Herevee krewatti each. How far has the
world come, and wherdo weneed to go next?

PART 2: EVANGELISM

The 2000years sincel e s lifes death andesurrection have seen amazifngich growth
(Figure v) This began with an incredible peatiof expansion under the Romamgire, up to

and beyondhe early fourth century when Christianity became the dominant religion in the
RomanEmpire under the emper@onstantine. Thefollowed a long period of dedck in the
Dark Ages and Midle Ages as the Eastern Romangire was conqued by Islamic armies

and the burch in those lands began a I@igw process of decline which continues to this day
During the same peridthe Western Romannipire was overrun by barbarian invasiotngn
gradually reconverted to Christianityn the 1200s it seemed as if the church was taking off
again, asghe Mongol empires decimated the rBhristian populations of Asia, and were
initially receptive to Chrisanty, until they converted to Islam and brutally repressedrthe
Christian poplations, reversing these gainswas not untithe birth of the Europeamionial
empiresfrom 1500, that Christianity finally began to grow again and expand significantly
beyond itsEuropean enclave, really taking off in thmeteenth century with the Protestant
missionary movement. However, in the twentieth century Christianity began to decline as huge
numbers in the traditionally Christiavest abandoned it in favour of agnosticism and atheism,
Islam remained largely untouched by Christian missionary effant$ population growth in
Asiaoutstripped growth in Christremajority parts of the world.

40
35
30
g
= 25
N2
< 20
@]
SN 9% Christian
10
5
0
O O O OO0 OO 0O 00O 0O OO0 OO O oo o o o
O O O OO0 O 0O 00 00O 00O OO O OO OO O OO O O
I N M < 1O © ~ O -4 N M < IO O~ 0O OO O
T 4 A+ A+ - N
Years

Figure v: Percentage of Christians in the global population 3

Moving forward the challenge for thehurchtodayis toreversehat trend of declineverthe

last centuryand more,and begin to seence again,radical and ambitious growth in the
numbers of people becoming Christians. Thanks tontheteenth andwentieth century
missionary movement€hristianity has an amazing base from which to start that profess
recoveryi itisthe most globalised religion forming the majority faith in every continent except
Asia. Churches exist in every country, although in several they are underground due to
persecution.Out of over 230 countries and independent territories in the world tduag, t

13 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopediarhird Edition (2020), p. 917
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are only41 with a resident Christian population of less than 5% and d@hyith less than
1%21* Thus, although there is a need to send out small groups of Christianissasnary
communitiego plant new local churchesumreached placésparticularly in Muslimmajority
countriesi overwhelmingly the challenge for the twenfyrst century and beyond is for the
church totrain and empower individual Christians in local congregatiorevery country for
local church gangelism

Throughout historythe overwhelming majority of converts have turned to Christ through the
slow steady witness of loyal Christians sharing the gospel with their friends and family through
words and witnessnd inviting them in to their wariand welcoming local churche&or the
church to be most strategic and see the biggest results in this crucial area of evaitgelism
should put less emphasis and focus on grand schemes, plans, slogans a@ttesriterworld
evangelisationInsteadti shouldfocusontraining am equipping individuaChristiansto share

the gospel confidently, effectively and naturally witteir friends,family and neighbouts
releasing a workforcef billions with the potential to convert the wondthin a generation.

The church should support the growing number of great initiatives around the world seeking
to do this.

Figure vi: The vast majority of people who become Christians do so through the
witness of friends and family. Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and
equipping of ordinary Christians to successfully share their faith with confidence

Arise hasdeveloped Equipped to Shameww.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equipptdshare, a
free course of five sessions that can be run in any local church, to empower individual
Christians to talk with confidence about their fa@h,our contribution to this crucial priority.

1 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopediarhird Edition (2020)

XVi
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PART 3: DISCIPLESHIP

Turning to discipleship,hie church has waxed and waned in its journey of obedience and
personal discipleship with God over the last twiiennia There have been times in church
history where wehave failed catastrophicallyuch as the Crusades or Inquisitiarilst at

other times therbas been a genuine rediscovand desire toeturnto the heart of Gowith

our ways and practicesuch as the many revival movementa our world todaydifferent
individuals and areasary in their journey ofdiscipleship, regardless of denomination or
tradition. In terms of our corporate church |liiee have seen a mushrooming and diverting of
denominations and traditions over the past 2000 years. However, in the last century there has
been a more encouraging move towardsingsm; ot through formal merges of
denominationsbut with agreater emphas@n unity and working together.

Moving forward, the challenge for tloaurch in our corporate life is to continue to vigorously

pursue this trend towards unity. We must work together, downplaying our differences at the
margirsand focusing on our common shared beliefs and passions at the core. This will happen
when we stop arguing about fine points of doctrine and focus on reaching out to our needy
world in the four other great areas of titirct s mi s si on o utevangelsm, i n t |
social justicedevelopmenandthe enviroment. The more we work together to achieve these

goals the less significant our differences will become. God |dweshurch to be unified and

as we pursue thiend,we will be increasingly blessed and powerful in our witnessua
engagement witlthe world.

In our personal discipleship there isomwe simple solutionlt is an ongoing lifelong journey
of placingGod and others at the centre of our liv@gher than ourselvedHowever, there are
clear steps we can takae at a timeandwhich day after dawill bring about real, deep and
lasting changésummarised irthe full report inPart 3 on Disciplesh)p We have grouped
these under the headingstayer obedience, calling and directiprpersonal attitude and
integrity; work, rest and healttiamily life; church life the work of the Holy Spirjtspiritual
warfare and persecutipsocial justice, development anavronmentandleadership and unity
in the dwrch

We encourage every Christida run throughthe specific actions we should takethe boxes

in Parts Zand3 on EvangelismandDiscipleshipin the full reportasa regular (perhaps monthly)
spiritual healthcheck on ha we aredoingin our journey ofdisciplesip. This might sound
overwhelming, but just try it. Pray through it as you go. You may thiatlyou are doing
really well alreadywith manyof these actions With others you may find God challenging
you to take action and go further. Ultimatdlpw we progress in our discipleship is not up to
our church leaders, it iss who must take the responsibility into our own hands to keep
regularly reviewing how we amgogressingn our walk with Jesus.

PARTS 4 V6: SOCIAL JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENT AND  ENVIRONMENT

Turning to theissues of social justice, development and environmeatconsider thesa

Parts 4 5 and6 of the full report For mostof human history (certainly since the first great
revolution: the agricultural revolution thaeégan about2,000 years ago andarked the end

of the Stone Age hunter gatherer periodpject poverty, rural living, conflict, autocratic
regimes and poor human rights have been the norms for societiie las200years thee

nornms havebegun to change. Gradually the whole world has begun to transition towards
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eliminatingabsolute povertydramatically reducingonflicts, significantly improvinghuman
rights,adoptingdemocracy andn increasetiuman population limg mainly in urban centres
(Figuresvii i x). This process is furthest advanced in some areas (Europe and North America),
catching up in others @tin America, the Caribbeamd Asia) and furthest behind in still more
(SubSaharan Africa). However, it is a cleancouragingrajectory everywhere. It is not a
smooth unending upward cutvelhere hae been huge dedicks, sometimes for decades,
(indeed wemaynow beliving through just such a downturaihd some ammunities are being

left behind Thereis also no reason for complacennyillions still suffer in povertyenduring
conflict, without human rights and under terribépressiveegimes. Progresseeds to move
much further and faster. But neverthelgssoverall trend islearandpositive.
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Figure vii: Global poverty trends by percentage 15

15 FAO Staf UN Food and Agriculture Organization, (2022); WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for
Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene, (202P)ban Indicators DatabaseUN-Habitat, (2022);World
Development Indicatorsworld Bank, (2022); Barro, R. & Lee;\W., Barro-Lee Estimates of Educational
Attainment for the Population Aged 1564 from 1950 to 2015(2021) UN Interagency Group for Child
Mortality Estimation, access vi/orld Development Indicator®Vorld Bank, (2022)UN Population Division,
access viaWorld Development IndicatorsWorld Bank, (2022) Global Electrification DatabaseWorld
Development Indicators World Bank, (2022) International Telecommunication Union (ITU) World
Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Databasecess vi&Vorld Development Indicatar§Vorld Bank, (2022)
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Figure x: Deaths in conflict in the world since 1946 18

16 polity 5, Center for Systemic Peace, (2018)

" Freedom in the World=reedom House, (2021)

8 PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Version,3kace Research Institute, Oslo, (201L&kina, Bethany & Nils Petter
Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends in global combat: A new dataset of battle deaths', European Journal of
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It appears to be the process reflucing poverty througllevelopment which has driven
corresponding improvemesih social justice. This has been a consequence of the second great
revolution and leap forward in technological and social development in human history: the
industrial revolution.It brought about changes which have lifted billions out of poverty around

the world and shifted the maj orholdeysulsistentehe wo
farmers to urban workers in manufacturing aedvices. It also brought about many social
changesreducing conflict, improving human rights, reducing corruptiomproving good
governancgntroducing democragynd radically increasing the size of the global population.

It is a process that is still going on all arourdini the world we are living inWhat we call

6devel opment 6 today is really the continuin
world and all the associated accelerated technological and social changes.it brings

As this revolutiorspreads int@ach nation, theqwverty reductiorthat occursappears to be a
procesddriven bytwo distinct elemenisthe growing ofa strong and fair economynd the
provision of basic services for éiiroughtax and social spendingoth are needed for poverty
reduction. Every nation that has developed has done so by instituting the legal framework and
policies which have enabled it to develop a thrivimgl diverselomestic economyThis has
been achieved throughansferringthe skills and technologies from other nations that have
gone beforeand gradually moving theconomy up the value chaiinom agriculture and the
export of natural resource® manufacturingand eventually into services and the knowledge
economy This has directly lifted iflions out of poverty, but not all. Economic development
then is essential for poverty reductidsut in itself is not the same as poverty reduction.
Succesful nations have therefore also harness@doportion othe wealth generatday that
thriving economythrough progressive and effective taxation systeffisey have used it to
provide education, healthcare, pensions, unemployment irscapacity benefits social
protection and basic services for theirder populatios. This in turndrivesdown poverty for

all.

Development is also the underlying cause which leads to progress in social justice. As nations
started to develop strong and fair economies over th&Ufisyears this created a growing
educated middle class aierchantspbusinessmen, lawyerstudents, journaliststc. within
societieswhich in turn formedpeacefulbottomup civil society reform movementsThese
movements demandéaxation and social spending to provide basic serviceaell agreater
freedoms and rightsesulting in positive reform towardemocracy, human rights and good
governance Development also reduces the poverty which ibteeding ground for conflict.
Developmenttogether withthe posiive reforms in social justicelemocracy, human rights
and good governandhat it unleashed, in turn helpsthbilise international relations helping
to prevent major conflicts emergirandreduce and end small confliatsthin nations. These
processes creatéige conditions which make peace more attractive than waedpleon both
sides of a conflict.

Population 21(R3): 145 166.; UCDP BattleRelated Deaths Dataset, Version 21Uppsala Conflict Data
Program, (2021); Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém, Nanar Hawach, Stina
Hogbladh, Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus Oberg (2021). Organized violence2@289 with a special
emphasis on Syria. Journal ofdee Research 58(4).
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Figure xi: Nations that have developed succes sfully, have done so through a
proactive and flexible industrial and economic development strategy, which has
moved their economy up the value chain from agriculture, to manufacturing, to
services and the knowledge economy
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However, over the past 5@arsor morewe have increasingly learnt that this progress has
come at a terrible price. Ironically, the same expanding global economy which has driven so
much positive changa development and social justice,based on fossil fuels and high
physical consumption afaturalresources For the first time in human historthis hagpushed

us out of balance with our world. We are now changing our climate and degrading our
environment in massive and dangerous wagswe place itreasing pressure on natural
planetary boundariegausing climate change, ocean acidification, mass extinctions, pollution,
degrading land and fresh water resourcss. (Figures xii T xvii). Such changes are
devast atwondgfuldeeatbr andarei t t i ng t h ecomwmpunitiegiaddest,p o or e s
who have done the least to cause theM/e have left the Holocene and entered the
Anthropocene, the geological era where humanity changes the environment and biosphere in
dangerous ways. If we continue along this pathwill fall off a cliff. Historically, whenever
societies haveut consumednd polluted their natural resource hdkey have collapsed. We

are now doing this on a global scale and face a collapse into a newdgdbage, which will

cause massive human suffering and loss of Vifiging out all the gains in development and
social justice that we have seen. Furthermore, thereuntingevidence that the same process

of economic developmentvhich is driving down extreme poverty and improving social
justice is alsoincreasingelative inequalityleading tosocial breakdown and social problems
inot her wise O60devel opedd nations.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Increasing risk

STRATOSPHERIC OZONE
DEPLETION

(Not yet quantified)

ATMOSPHERIC
AEROSOL
1 LOADING

(Not yet quantified)

LAND-SYSTEM
CHANGE

OCEAN

ACIDIFICATION
FRESHWATER USE

Figure x ii: Planetary Boundaries under increasing pressure 19

19 Designed by Azote for Stockholm Resilience Centre, based on analysis in Persson et al Zéffeanelt al
2015
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Figure xiii : Climate change is leading to more extreme floods, droughts, storms,
heatwaves, wildfires, sea -level rise, the growth of deserts , and numerous other
changes, all of which impact the poorest hardest
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Figure xi v: Global greenhouse gas emissions 20

20 The PRIMAPhist national historical emissions time series (1&818) Climate Watch, World Resources
Institute, (2022)
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2! Living Planet IndexWorld Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022)

22 Global Forest Resources Assessment 262@d and Agriculturérganization, (2020

23 Barrett D. B. & Johnson,T. M., World Christian Trends(2001), pp. 320i 333; Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G.
A., World Christian Encyclopedijarhird Edition (2020), pp. 919 932
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Going forward then, the great struggle for theirch and the world in our generation is how
we keep the best bitsof the second great revolutiothé driving down of poverty and
improvements in social justiyeand accelerate the trend of progress further and fagidst
jettisoning the wors({the environmental destruction and growingquoality). This means
shifting our global economy into a new global green and fair econohtnys new economy
must be basedn 100%clean energynot greenhouse gas emitting. It must also shift from our
current linear, extraaisedispose economy to @rcular economywhere all products are
sustainably produced and waste is eliminated and inpiesttedoack round the economy as
inputs to other businesss, in a circular fashion. This would constitute the third great
revolution, returning humanity to a position of living in balance with nature, whasttaining
athrivinggr een economy t hat iphysiéatconsiempterd on hi gh |

Figure xviii : The world needs a new global green and fair economic revolution,
shifting to 100% clean energy and a circular economy , Which reuses resources rather
than consumes and dumps them as waste

We are at a pival point in history where we either succeed in doing, thiglmove forward

with eliminating extreme poverty and improving social justigeilst staying within safe
environmental limits andhinimising inequality, or we collapse back into a new global dark
age. This is the greatest challenge ever faced by humdiifigyls to our generation to resolve.

We needmore tharjust one specific actionWe needa new economic paradigm, a new world
view and orthodoxy which captures the best of what worksalsotembraces what we need

to do that is newin order to continue and complete the third great green economy revolution.
That is why Arise has launched the 4 Shifts camp@ignw.ariseuk.org/campaignsghifts).

Four Shifts economics captures the two great shifts that the world needs to secure a safe
environmentakeiling that keeps us well within Planetary Boundar@san energynd the

circular economy It then holds them together with the two great shifts we have seen that are
necessary for guaranteeing the social developrfleat (below which no one should be

allowed to fall):strong and fair economidsom which nations camax and provide social

spendingo meet basic needsrhere are many specific actions under each of these shifts that
governments need to take in order to transform our global economy to bring about the third
great revolution to a green economy. Ari sed
a smple overall framework which the world can understand, and we as individual Christians
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can sign up t@ndcampaign for \fyww.ariseuk.org/campaigns#ghifts), so that we can work

together to transform our world one step at a time.

SHIFT ONE: CLEAN ENERGY

From polluting fossil fuels to clean
energy . Strengthen the global Paris
Agreement on climate change to
scale down the use of fossil fuels to
zero emissions and scale up clean
energy to 100% by 2030, banning the
future use of fossil fuels. Bring in
national climate change laws to
implement it in every sector (energy,
transport, buildings, industry etc.) in
every nation.

SHIFT THREE: STRONG AND FAIR
ECONOMIES

From aid and welfare dependent to

self-sufficient and thriving strong and
fair economies . Every government to
develop a proactive  national

industrial and economic

development strategy to create a
diverse national economy that
progressively moves up the value

chain from agriculture to

manufacturing to services to the
knowledge economy, using whatever
policies are most effective at each
stage.

SHIFT TWO: CIRCULAR ECONOMY

From overconsumption and waste to
the circular economy . Agree a global
circular economy law to ban
polluting activity, further human
expansion into wild lands, the
production of natural resources that
takes out more than it puts back in,

and all waste, in order to trigger the
shift to a circular economy. Bring in
national circular economy laws to
implement it in every nation.

SHIFT FOUR: TAX AND SOCIAL
SPENDING

From economies that only work for
the richest to societies which tax and
provide social spending to also help
the poorest. Agree a global tax and
social spending agreement for every
nation to collect tax at an amount
equivalent to at least 45% of the

national economy, one third from

income taxes, one third from wealth
taxes and one third from other taxes.
Spend at least two thirds of this on
healthcare, education and socia I
protection (pensions, benefits etc.).
Bring in national tax and social
spending laws  to implement it in
every nation.

Figure xix : Four Shifts economics

In addition Four Shiftseconomicshelps to drive the emergence of midditasses around the
world, which (as we have seemjive rise to peaceful bottomup civil society reform
movements Theseare the key force for drivinglemocracy, human rights and good
governance Therefore, awell as the FouBhifts ampaign Arise is alschelping individual
Christians tosupportreform movements around the world struggling for gredi@mnocracy,
human rights and good governancéou canget involved bysigning up forAr i sveeklys
advocacy actiongwww.ariseuk.org/sigiup), andjoining alocal Arise churchbased group,
thus helpingChristians tdead the way in driving further and faster change towards the socially
just world that God wants to see.
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PART 7: MOBILISATION PLAN

Looking back across these five great areas of the missithre ofiurch and every Christiain
evangelismdiscipleship, social justice, development and environriiene have therefore
identified in Parts 2i 6 many lessons from the Bible and what has worked in the past that
together form a Christian vision for a better worlHowever, it is one thing to know what
needs to happerBut how do we actually translate that vision into meaningful reality? What

is our mobilisation plan? Wellniboth evangelism and discipleshgh the actions that need

to be taken are by us as individual Christjamsl the churches we are part of. No other group

in society can do this. So here the power is clearly already in our hands to get on with it.
However, in the areas edcialjustice, development antheenvironment there arather groups

at play.

In any country we can group the primary actors in society who have an imacialjustice,
development and thenvironment into three categories: the private sector (private companies,
shareholder owned businesses,operati\es etc.), government/state (including public sector
services such as the police, military, some healthcare and education, etc.) and civil society
(charities, faith groups, community groups, trade unions, academia, the media, society at large
etc.). Turnig first to the private s®or; its role is to create the wealth in the national economy,
provide the jobs and generate the cash in the system which helps people. diteatso
provides the resource base which can be taxed by the state to provide public services. However,
for all its strengthsthe great weakness of business is that ultimately it must follow the most
favourable route to maximise income and profit in order to survive. , Wiisst the vast
majority of people in business may want to do the right thing on social justice, development or
the environment, if this will undermine the bottdime performance of their company they can
make some progress at the margins, himnately their hands are tied.

Societylooks to the state teolve this problem byegislaing to shift the way the economy
functions in more socially positive directions. By legislating against harmful business
practices, the state prevents business from making profit in those ways. -@ilvecte the
economy and unlocks the innovative, entrepreneurial creativity and the huge financial
resouces of the private sector to make poifit more socially desirable directions. The other
major roles of the state are to provide law, justiEace and stability in society, and to tax the
wealth generated by the private sector in orderawide public services for all, like education,
healthcare and social protectioHowever, as with business, for all its strengtihs state also

finds its hands tied. Even if the vast majority of people in government want to do the right
thing, they cannot take major steps to imprss@al justice,development anénvironment if

those stepsire deeply unpopular with the public (either in democraciemutorcracies) and
therefore political suicide.

So whether it is business being constrained to only act in ways that customers are prepared to
pay for, or government being constrained to only act in ways that andaropith the public,

real power comes back to civil society, communihe public,ordinary people like you and

me. Whencivil society finds its voice and influences public discourse and opipioular
pressureencouragegjovernments to take the actions and introduce the laws and policies
required that we saw in our sections3mtial JusticeDevelopmenandEnvironment This in

turn unlocks progress from the private sector and drives it in socially positive direatons

we truly begin to see our world transformed at sc@l@s dynamic shouldht s ur pri se us
need onlythink of all the major progressive social changes of the3istears the end of the

slave tradepreventing child laboyur t he Gr eat Ref or mthAlodian wo me
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independence movemeantiapartheigthe spread of human rightee spread of democracy;
greater environmental standards; development itdditimately, dl began with demand®r
change frontivil society andhewider public.

Figure xx : Civil society agitates for change to improve social justice, development

and the environment. Government responds with legislation to implement these

changes. Business adapts and drives investment and innovation in more socially
positive directions, improving social justice, development and the environment.

I n todaybés ever more globalised world we al
internationally, not just in each individual nation. As companies have become larger and able
to move between countries more egdifyey have been able to play nations off against each
other, so that nations with the lowest levels of tax, and often the weakest |svesabjustice,
development and thenvironment attract the most investment. This risks creating a race to the
bottom where nations cannot institutee tright laws even if they want,tfor fear of losing
companieghat arecritical to their economy During the twentietltentury the institutions of

global and regional governanenerged: the United Nations, European Union (and other
regional unions), World Trade Organization, G7, G20, OE@Dto enable nations to come
together to tackle global problems like this that transcend national boundaries. Through these
mechanisms, for all their imperfections and flaws, states can work together internationally in
order to provide common laws, standaaad level playing fieldstimulating peace, improving
human rights and govesince and driving international business in socially positive directions

at a globallevel. Looking to the future, these international institutions and global deals are
essential, because we need to continue to see the policsesialjustice,development and
theenvironment set out iRarts 45 and6 of the full reportadopted not just at a national level,

but also internationally through global agreements.

However, ultimately no major nation can be forteg@articipate irsuch global deaJs&nd they
wonot w a nipate if ib is pnpopular with their public back home. Once again
governments find their hands tied. In the end they mvastto do a deal, which means they
must be feeling significant domestic pressure for progress from their pukiierefore, in
order to get the global deals we need to advasoméal justice, development and the
environment, we need to see a global movement of domesticnteup reform movements
emerging from civil societacrosdifferent countries around the world. Such a movement is

XXVili



The Arise Manifesto Summary

especially key within the largest, most powerful G20 nations which have a controlling
influence in any international process.

Ordinary Christians and the church mustabthe heart of this global civBociety movement

for chang. As we have seen, our resources as Ch
are vast. Whilst of course there are already many individual Christians, churches and Christian
organisations doing wonderful work around the world, overall we have limagln to unleash

our potential to truly change our world. We are a sleeping giant with enormous untapped
energy. All positive change must come frordinary people like you and mat the heart of

civil society, and here is no more powerful group in the worlartobilise and shift civil society

than the people of God we choose to find our voice, step up and speak out. If not us, then
who will do this? If not now, then when? This is the task God is calling us to in this generation.
He has placed us exactly whdwe needs us to be, in the nations, communities and situations
wherehe needs us. Thug social justice, development and the environmastwell as
evangelismand discipleshipultimate power to effect change lies with ordin@tyristianslike

you and me. God is not looking to presidents, prime ministers, economists and captains of
industry to change our worlte is looking to us.

We shoul dnot be surprised at this. |t is t
beginning to the very end of the Bible, God has always raiséisypeople ordinary people

to challenge the powerful and change the world. We see Joseph and Moses inflaedcing
challenging the Iparaohs of Egypt. Laterthe prophets did the same to the kings of Israel and

Judah; and Daniel, Esther, Ezra and Nehemiah influenceg@adn and Persian kings. In

the New Testameniohn the Baptist and Jesus himsetikspout against injustice from Herod,

tax collectors, soldiers and Jewish religious authorities.

Figure xxi: To advance social justice, development and the environment, we need to
see a global people movement demanding change. Such movements have driven
the growth of democracy, reductions in poverty, and strengthening of human rights
in the past. Christians have always been at the he art of such movements, and we
mu st be at the heart of the global movement we need now
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This has also been true in more recent decades too. If we think back to the-ugmttom
nonviolent civil society reform movements of the past 200 years, Christians have been at the
heart of so many of these&hristians successfully campaigned for the abolition of slavery in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; for political and prison reform and improved worker
rights in nineteenth century Britain; for the first social spending welfare states in nineteenth
and early twentieth century Europe. They petd indigenous communities from colonial
exploitation across Africa, Asiaand Latin America and the Caribbean (LACThristian
thinking hugely influenced@&cti 6 s peopl e movements in South
protected Jewish communities in Nazi occupied Europe in the mid twentieth century, Later
Christianswere at the heart of the US civil rights movement and spoke oukefopbcracy,

peace, reconciliation and developmemtd against oppressive regimes and corruption in many
countries across pesblonial Africa, Asia andLatin America and the Cidobean (LAC)
Christians have successfully advocated against the regimes of Ferdinand Marcos in the
Philippines and againstAugusto Pinochet in Chile. In the late 1980s and 1990s they were
integral inthe people movements in Poland, Russia and Eastern Europe which brought down
Communism. They were also central to the movementetinded apartheid in South Africa.

In more recent decadeShrisians were at the heart of the Jubilee 2000 movement which
cancelled billions of dollars of unpayable debtleveloping countriegnd in campaigning for

action on the environment, including the achievement of the major Rai$s Agreemendn

climate change.

We are the inheritors of that amazing tradition of Christians standing up and speaking out in
our generation. We are not powerléssn the contrary we are the only ones who really do

have the power to change our world. We are the ones we have been waiting for. We are the
ones God is calling to Arise. We only need to find our voice, step up and spe&ubbbw

do we actually do that? We can know and believe that in our heads and hearts, yet often that
does not translate into meaninghdtionin our lives. We all lead busy lives. We are all
overloaded by thousands of competing messages and demands vying for our time and attention
every day. We need all the help we cantgétegin to turrourvision into realityi in our lives

andin our worldi in manageable waysne step at time.

That is why Arise was set upnstead of being overwhelmed with multiple good causes, Arise
provides a onstop shopproviding a holistic vision for thentirechange we want to see in the
world, together with actions to help ydwing about that change, one step at a tive exist
to help convert your passion for change into actdfe do this by focusingonwo t hi ngs
1. First, through this report we provide a holistic and Biblical Christision for a
better worldthat is updated every five years
2. Secondthrough our website weelpordinary Christians like you and metake one
action each week to put that vision intgractice.
We take actions across thehwle breadth of our vision for evangelisnisaipleship, ®cial
justice, development and theveronment for a changed world. However, place particular
focusupon the prioritised strategic interventions which we have seen are the most effective
the end of Parts 26 of the full reporfand in thisSummary. These are
a) Evangelismt mobilising ordinary Christians to share their faith confidently and
effectively through ouEquipped to Sharecourse
(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equippedshare,
b) Social Justice supporting bottorup reformmovementstruggling to improve their
societies around the world through our weekly campaign actions
(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/reformovementy and

XXX
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c) Development and Environment campaiging for a third great green economy
revolution to lift all out of poverty without wrecking the planet throughEaur
Shifts campaignwww.ariseuk.org/campaignsighifts).
(In addition we have seen how this report itself can be used as a simple spiritual health check
for our journey oiscipleship by regularly looking at how we are doing against the actions
in boxes for ordinary Chrisins inParts 2and3 of the full report)

If the Christian vision for a bettevorld that weexporetogether in this reporesonates with

you, then takingthefirst step to puthis into action is the simplest thing in the woilgo to

the website and sign up to Ariégww.ariseuk.org/sigiup). Wewon o6t oveWelwdlad you
justemailonepractical, easwyction each week that you cara k e . Do lasantadyor as t !

few of these asyoucan manage don ot n e amtd wiy mever askiar jhet we

do need you.Later you can go deeper and do more if you want toaatide Spirit prompts

you, but starting with just orectiona week(or whatever you can managagkes this real and
manageable. If you are interestege can alsaonnect youwith other Christians in your

church, community, town or city who have signed up to Assave caencouage and support

each otheand work together for change.

As moreand more of uérise, the morand moregowerful our movemenwill become This

is how Godwantshis peopleto be dynamic, world changing, noticed and impactful. And

when we, Jes usadurch eteplupimtbisway, what@ dithess to our savieur

can be How much more attractive to our world will our faith seem th@#ll you join with

us? Will you become part of the Arise movementgjether we can begin to change our world

for the better. Now is our time. There is more to life than this. We are all called to be world
changers, to lead lives of meaning and purpose that make a difference. No one else can do this
apart from us. Whave done it before and we can do it again. Wéharenes God has tasked

with this challenge in this generation. We are the ones we have been waitifgdether we

can do this Join us todayBe part of something that willchgre t he wor |l d f or eve

XXX
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INTRODUCTION

THE PROBLEMS OF THE WORLD ARE HUGE r

The world is messed uBwitch on the TV, read a newspaper or go onkmel straight away

it becomes clear we are living in a pretty broken and fractured world. Two out of every three
peopl e don &tThekemrecbward mging  the world at this very moméhtOne

in every threegpeople lives under tébie human rights conditiorf§. One in tenof us live in
absolute poverty on less than $1®@ay?’ Greenhouse gas emissions haneeased by more

than H00% since the industrial revolution bedgdnThe total wildlife of the earth, on which

we all depend for survival, hasopped by two thirds over the lagt gearsalone®®* Thi s i s n
the worldour God wantsor that we as individual Christians want to see.

(@)
—

r =Cy AA ufi yoM @&@AyM, yu! = Af YoM JgAé-Eyn >o0é

The great news is thatexcan begin to change this and make a differendéthe same time

that we face such huge challenges, matentialas Gristians to respond to themviast. One

in every threepeople globally is a ChristianChristianityi s t he worl dés | arg
globaisedfaith. It is the majority religion in every continent of thrld except Asia, and in

six out of seven of tnat®ns.vootrol oded 330 coonties aqplo we r f
independent territories in the world todayeite are only1with a resident Christian pofation

of less than 5%° The church ishe largest civil society organisation in the worli adherents

are collectively more wealthgnd politically influential than those ainy other faith Most

importantly of all we follow theliving Lord of the univers@ wh o i s abl e to do i
more than all ve ask or imagine, according toilipowert hat i s at Wdhek wi th

24 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopediarlhird Edition (2020)

25 UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset, Version 21Uppsala Conflict Data Program, Peace Research Institute,
Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter; Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg & Havard Strand
(2002) Armed Conflict 194&001: A New Datasetlournal of Peace Resear@9(5): 615637.; Pettersson,
Therese, Shawn Davis, Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém, Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh, Margareta Sollenberg
& Magnus Oberg (2021). Organized violence 12820, with a special emphasis on Sydaurnal of Peace
Researctb8(4).

26 Freedom in the WorldFreedom House, (2021)

2"World Development IndicatorgVorld Bank, (2022)

28 The PRIMAPist nationalhistorical emissions time series (183018) Climate Watch, World Resources
Institute, (2022)

29 Living Planet IndexWorld Wildlife Fund & Zoological Society of London, (2022)

30 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopediarlhird Edition (2020)

S1Eph 3: 20



The Arise Manifesto Introduction

Fatherhears and answeosir prayers? Jesuss with usfialway 3 and theHoly Spirit guides
us and giveus everything we could ever possibly need for the Yask.

WE CAN BEGIN TO CHANGE OUR WORLD

If we come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian vision for a better, werteally
canmake a massive differenesmd begin to turn our world aroundVe can begin to see the
number of people who come to know Jesus dramatically increase, conflict in our world reduce,
human rights and democracy improve, poveldglineand our natural environment restored.

Of course, there are milliorss Christians who already live lives of radical service, as well as
thousands of churches and Christian organisations doing amazingithsiognany areaBut
collectively, we are still not living up to our potential to really haweoald changing impact.

We are a sleeping gianiVe need to come together, get mobilised and work for a Christian
vision for a better world. We need taige!

THIS REPORT SUGGESTS AN APPROACH

Thisreportis an attempt tbring us together and sketch out what a Christian vision for a better

world might be, then consider how we can get mobilised to achieve it. We bégiri it The

Mission of the Churchy considering theology. Whatactuallf@so d 6 s bi g st ory in
What is the role of his church in delivering that story? What is the important role we each have

to play as individual Christians in rolling that story out? We then suggest a process to discern
what Godods vision f oParta2 Gvee follow this prazesd add gmong ht b
a journey to explore the shape of this vision together.eXptorethe five critical areas where

the world needs to sénsformationEvangelismDiscipleship Social JusticeDevelopment

andthe Environment We look at what a better world would mean in each of these #reas,

consider where we have come from, where we are going and where we need to go next. This
enables us to build a clear vision for a better world, together with the concrete steps we need

to get there. (These steps are summarised in a box at the end sée#min and collected in
theAppendix) Finally, inPart 7: Mobilisation Plawe address the practical matter of how the

whole church, and we as individual Christians, can mobilise to bring about these
transformations.Of course, we know our world will never be perfect until Jesus returns to

usher in his kingdom in full, but it can and should be a lot better than it is noRartiifwe

find that surprisingly, the key to unlocking this vision and beginning to make it a reality lies

not in the hands of politicians, economists or captains of industry, but with ordinary people like

you and me living it out, just as Jesus always planned.

We offer this report and its vision for the church and the world in the twgstycentury, as

both a challenge and a call to action. We hope it will provoke debate, prayer and action, for
governments, for church leaders, but most of all for us asitha@ilChristians. We hope it

will play a part in helping to awake the sl e
is our time. There is more to life than thid/e are not powerlesson the contrary we really

do have the power to change owrld. We are all called to be world changers, to lead lives

of meaning and purpose that make a difference. We are the ones that God has tasked with this
challenge. We arethemce s we have Dbewesal waiting for é A

82 Matt 21: 21i 22; Mark 11: 23 24; Matt 7: 7i 11
33 Matt 28: 20
34 Acts 1: 8; John 14: 26



PART 1: THE MISSION OF
THE CHURCH

We begin ouguest to develop a Chstian vision for a better worldhere we should, by turning
to theBible andstartingwith our theology and an understanding®@b d 6 s bi g st ory
world.

WHAT IS GOD DOING IN THE WORLD? VCREATION, FALL, REDEMPTION,
GLORY

Go d 6 s isenk of crgaon, fall, redemptia and glory. The story begins witthe creation

of the universe by God, as we read in the very first verse @itlle il n t he begi nnir
created the hea¥ &heworldwas petfebt,evhateamdtcdmpléeii Go d

saw allthatle had made, an d® Humantydiged ia karmpny gnol shdlomd

in perfect relationship with God, each otleerd creationWe hearhowi T h e  LGGIRdok

the man and put him in th&sarden of Edet o0 wor k i t a padthabGodanadt ar e c
his people together would gpwa |l ki ng in the gar d¥ Mumamty t he ¢
however has rebelled against God and gone our owrawaysinhasentered the worlds a
consequenceAs P a u leti@rdo theRomanssaysi Ther e i s no one righte:
there is no one who understandere isno one who seeks God. All have turned away, they

have together become worthless; t hThairéeeti s no
are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not
know é for all have si nneod3arhighhagpenédinotgidtior t o f
humanityds hthaphysical worldt abescoayi nent ered Godds ¢
time and as a resulnortality, disease, storms, earthquakes and other natural disasters became
normality. Thefall essentially broke the world from the way it was meant to be. This can be
characterised as broken r elrdationshipwith Gqaswith The
each otherand withcreation We read how God saidtoAdamCur sed i s the grou

35Gen 1i 2, see als&x 20: 11; Nehemiah 9: 8pb 38i 41; Psalm 33: 6 9; Psalm 102: 25Prov 8: 22 31; Isa
42:5;Jer 10: 12; Jer 51: 1516;John 1: Ii 4; Acts 17: 24; Col 1: 16; Hebs 10; Hebs 11: 3; Rev 10:dc.

36 Gen 17 2, see also 2 Sam 23: 4; Jobi381; Psalm 19: 1 6; Psalm 65: 9 13; Psalm 104; Psalm 1394;
Psalm 148; Prov 30: 2431;Isa 40: 26; John 1:14; 1 Cor 15: 21 etc.

37Gen 1 2;Gen 3: 9 9, see alsdohn 1: I 4

38Roms 1: 20 3: 20, 23, see also Gen 3; Psalm 1#:3t Psalm 143: 2; Isa 59:7116; John 1: 5, 9 11; John 3:
197 20; Roms 5: 12 21; 1 Cor 15: 21 22; Eph 2: T 3; 1 John 2: 16; 1 John 3: 8 etc.
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of you; through painful toil you will eatfood from itall the days of your life. It will produce
thorns ard thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your fooduntil you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust
you are and to dust you will return.o

However, God so loved the worttat he was not preparei leave it inthat state When
humanity was still in rebellion agaithim, he took the first stepandcame in the person bfs

son Jesus$o suffer,die andrise again in order to jay the price for our rebellionAs Jesus
himselfsaidit he Son of Malme salved]buttoservecandmaegive his life as a

ransom f ,andJahatesyfiési Thi s i s how God showed hi s
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that

we |l oved God, but that he loved us an®? sent
J e sdeahdand resurrection brought about the possibility of redemption for every person who

will repent of their sins and turn Bato Godi For God so | ovgavehishe wor
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
Evenmorethanthis) esus 6 | i fe, death and kingdesnwffGdect i on

andbegan to restore amdconcileall thingsi humanityandthe rest of creation towardsits
prefall stae of perfection Jesugestoesthose broken relationships between humanity and

God, but also between oursehasl othersand with creation.Thus,Paul tel |l s wus tI
planwasit hr ough him to reconcile to himself all
in heaven, by making peace through his bl ooc

you heard and that has been pr aulelsewhsethatt o ev
A e creation waitsn eager expectation for the childrenf God to be revealed. For the

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, Ipthe will of the one who

subjected it, in hope that thereation itself will be liberated from its bondage to dgcand

brought into thefreedomand gloryof the children of God.We know that the whole creation

has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present tinté.

After he ascended, Jesus entrusted the continuation of thisiwtorkdvancehe kingdom of
Godintheworld t o hi s f ol | o we rclsurch tGavetydoseof psewh@dalls, t h e
ourselvesa Christian Jesusnstructedthemto figo andproclaimthek i ngdom ,®f Godao
Ago, pthiemelsasiamge: O The ki sicgmkoeard Heal the sick,vaése h a

the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely

gi vsethatiyou will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
the ends o0%Hd hki ckermdtt hl. dav e {bhtesentthe HayrSpiritnd un
empower them in this taslds Jesus toldhis followersfit h e A ,dhe blay&pirg, whom

39Gen 3: 17 23, see als@en 5: 29 Deut 32: 10; Isa 41: 1i720; Isa 49: 8 10; Jer 2: 6; Hosea 4:113; Hosea
6: 7; Roms 5: 14Roms 8: 19 22, 1 Cor 15: 21 22; Rev 21:4 5

40 Matt 20: 28; 1 John @17 10, see also Isa 5Bjark 10: 45; John 1: 29; John 3: 1&1; John 10: 10 18; John
12: 46; Roms 3: 21 27; Roms 4: 23 25; Roms 5: 1 2,61 11; Roms 6: 3 11; Roms 10: 4, 9, 13; 2 Cor 5: 21;
Eph 2: 1i 9; Phil 2: 5 11; 1 Tim 2: 5i 6; Titus 2: 14; 1 Pet 1: 1821; 1John 3: 16; Rev 5: 612 etc.

41John 3: 16 21, 36, see also John 5: 24; John 6i &8; John 12: 46; Roms 1: 16; Roms 4:1235; Roms 5:
17 2,671 11; Roms 6: 3 11; Roms 10: 4, 9, 13; Gal 2: 16, 20; 1 Tim 1:1156; 2 Tim 1: 8 10; Titus 2: 14;
Titus 3: 3i 7 etc.

42Col 1: 151 20, 23; Roms 8: 19 22, see also 1 Chron 16: B®3; Psalm 96: 10 13; Psalm 98: 7 9; Psalm
148: 6;1sa 9: 6i 7;Isa 1l1: 6 9;Isa49: 8 10; Isa51: 3; Eze 47:1112; Matt 19: 28; Acts 3: 212 Cor 5: 19;
James 1: 18; Rev 3: 12; Rev P2 etc.

43 Luke 9: 59i 60; Matt 10: 7i 8; Acts 1: 8, see also Isa 581 Z; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 12; Matt 6: 10, 33;
Matt 9: 351 38; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 1% 30; Matt 28: 18 20; Mark 6: 12 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 9: Ti

2; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2;uke 12: 31 32; Luke 19: 11 26; John 14: 12; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28:
23 etc.
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the Father will send inmy name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything
| have s fittbtywetop@dwloot hed with p®#wer from on

Figurel1 .10 geDAr rAeE'

Whilst this work to grow and extend tkengdom mustlwayscontinue, itwill never result in
a utopia. The work wilbnly be completed when Chrisimselfreturnsingloryi For t he Sor
of Manis goingtocomeimi s Fat her 6s gl & usheringinth&ingdom®f angel
God in full, restoring all broken relationships; between God and humanity, between humans,

and between humans and creatimstoring all of creation to its piffall state of perfection

with God We hear in RevelatioriiL 0 0 k ! Gododos dwwanlongrnhg peppleac e 1 ¢
and he will dwellwith them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and

be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more déath

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things a s p a s sandin lsawfa yT & e

wolf and the | amb wil feed together, and t
neither harm nordestroy on all my holy mountaim*® Crucialy, the restorekingdom in

Revelation is noticeably different from the gedl world of Genesis.We have moved from a

prefall 6 g a r ith Genésis to & Ho | y when theykihgdom is restored in Revelattén.

Thus our story is really one of creation, fall, redemption and new creation. Ther®\snag

on, dynamic quality of theikgdom of God. It will be different from the pfeall world.*® Thus,

scripture ends looking forward to this greatdayffdie wliso itf i es t o t hese

t
| am c o miandgthe 8ibl@emds dith a wholehearféimen. Come, Lor*d Jes u s

44 John 14: 16 18, 26; Luke 24: 49, see also Matt 3: 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; Johni7388Acts 1: 4 5, 8;
Acts 2: 11 18, 33, 38; Acts 8: 15 17; Acts 9: 17 18; Acts 10: 44 47; Acts 19: I 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 16 etc.

45 Matt 16: 271 28, see also Matt 19: 2830; Matt 24: 30' 31, 361 44; Matt 26: 64; Mark 13: 26 27; Mark
14: 617 62; Luke 9: 26 27; Luke 17: 22 30; Luke 21: 27; Acts 1: 11; 1 Thess 3: 13; Rev P2 eftc.

46 Rev 211 22; Isa 65: 17 25, see also 1 Chron 16: B®3; Psalm 96: 10 13; Isa 2: 2 4; Isa 11)sa 25: 6i
9;1sa35:5 10;Dan 7: 13 28; Micah 4: 1i 8; Matt 6: 10; Matt 19: 28 30; Luke 1: 33 33; Roms 8: 18 25;
1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5: 19; Col 1: 1520, 23; James 1: 18; 2 Peter 3: I3; Rev 3:12; Rev 7: 14 17; Rev 12: 10
etc.

47Gen 1i 3, Rev 21i 22

“8lsa 35:5 10; Eze 47: 1 12; Zech 14:5 11;Rev 3: 12Rev 22

49 Rev 22: 20
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WHAT IS THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH?  VADVANCING THE KINGDOM
OF GOD

So,i f that i s actsedustos/, wheregare sveé mow within that picture and what is

our role now asis followers,his church? Essentiallyve are now living in the period between

the redemptiorfwhenJesus won the victory througlstdeath and resurrectiprand the final

glory (whenhe will return tofully establish s kingdom and that victo)y Jesus spoke at great

length about hovine was bringing in thkingdom of God. We hearhoiwJ e sus went t hr
all the towns and villages, teang in their synagogues, proclaimg the good news of the
kingdom and heal i ng eandemhen the arosvds &risddo datlinifors i ¢ k n e
too long he told themji | mu s t the goodnevesiofthe kingdom of God to the other
towns al so, becaus & Thidwasthetask thalheptrusted mthafuss ent . 0
ashis followers who together make ups church to continue aftehe ascended. As we have
seen, this is not something we do alone, for Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to live, ioreathed

guide us as wadvance Is kingdom®>! The mission oflie church thenis to use all of our

time, energy and resources to conéto expand theikgdom of God, for we read how Jesus
gavehis followersi power and authority to dmrasesaedhe ut
sent them to proclaimt he ki ngdom of Go dwitraungdncytsothai € i s t
gospel of the kingdom will be preached inthe wholewlaals a t esti mormy t o
This can be seen ascantinuation of thaprocess ofrestoringthose broken relationships
between people and God (evangelism and discipleship), between people and other people
(social justice and developmerand between people and creation (environment).

al |
he
a

w, o
w,

Figure 12: Restoring broken relationships

50 Matt 9: 357 36; Luke 4: 43, see also Isa 42t 16; Matt 3: 2; Matt 4: 23 24; Matt 11: 2/ 5; Matt 12: 18

21, 28; Matt 21: 31 32; Mark 1: 14i 15; Mark 11: 8 10; Luke 4: 16 21; Luke 7: 22; Luke 8: 1; Luke 9: 11;
Luke 11: 20; Acts 1: 3 etc.

51 Matt 3: 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; Luke 24: 49; John 71 3®; John 14: 16 18, 26; Acts 1: 4 5, 8; Acts 2:
17 18, 33, 38; Acts 8: 1b17; Acts 9: 17 18; Acts 10: 44 47; Acts 19: Ii 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 16 etc.

52 Luke 9: 1i 2, 591 60; Matt 24: 14, see also Isa 58 Z; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 12; Matt 6: 10, 33; Matt 9:
3571 38; Matt 10: 7 8; Matt 25: 14i 30; Matt 28: 18 20; Mark 6: 12i 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 10: 9, 11;
Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: 31 32;Luke 19: 11i 26; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS HOLISTIC

The process of restoratiancludes spreading éhgood news of theogpel so that people might

come to a personal relationship with God thr
also includes restoring other aspects of this broken world to the way God originally intended
them to be. That means meeting physisatial, economic and environmental needswell

as spiritual oneskor muchof history, large parts of tt@hurch have only focuseddns pi r i t u al
t r ansf ¢evamgetisma@md @ersdndiscipleship, and rejected the needatsoadvance

the kingdom of Godby addresmg social injustice, poverty anehvironmentaldegradation

Other parts of thehurch at various times in history have done dpgeosite, uncomfortable

with the need for spiritual transformatitimoughevangelism and personal discipleship, they

have emphasised tacklimgustice, poverty oenvironnental sustainabilitinstead However

most of the church throughoutistory and today and from all the main traditions and
denominations around the worleecognise the holistic nature of missioim expandingthe

kingdom of God Missionis about meetingll needsnot just spiritualbut alsgphysical, social,

economic aneénvironmetal. All shouldbe hetl together in the holistic way Jesworked and

talked about theikgdom of God' this has often been describeddmtegral Missiod

We hear this in the way Jesus set luatmission statement at the startto§ ministry in the

famols O Naz ar wtGhHenawmd nftest o Nazareth, where he F
the Sabbath day he went into the fgogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and

the scroll of theprophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where

it is written: OThe Suysehehas anoiited ménteprdclaigoatl i s on
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight

for the blind, toset theoppressedree, t o procl aim the year of th

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of evarytme

synaggue were fastened on him. eHbegan by saying to thend, Today t hi s scri

fulfilled in your he a r i raer \bhen John the Baptist sent his disciples to see if Jesus truly

was the coming messiah, Jesus once adesaribesa beautiful holistic picture of what the

coming of thekingdom of God looks likeh Go back and report to Joh

see: The blind receive sight, the lame watkose who have leprosy are cleaas the deaf

hear, the dead are raed, and the good news isproclamd t o t°he poor . o

WHAT IS THE MISSION OF EVERY CHRISTIAN? VPLAY OUR PART IN
ADVANCING THE KINGDOM OF GOD

The holisticmissionthatJesus entrusted tos churchis our mission as followers of Jesus in

our own individual lives.God 6 s wi | | f o rto useval theytimeg maoneysgifts an i s
freedoms, information, skilland otler resourceke has given yso advancehe kingdom of

Godin the placesvherewe live and work.As Jesus sajdhe focus of our lives shoulak to

Aseek first his Kkingddmgoamdhdhimakrei glhtseo pd rees
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Sardaof the Holy Spirit, andeaching

them to obey everythifrgHe hasesbommahgatdad Qoo
good. And what does the LORfquire of you? To act justlyrad to love mercynd to walk

53 Luke 4: 167 21; Matt 11: 2 5, see also Isa 42:i116; Isa 58: 4 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 12; Matt 4: 23;
Matt 6: 10; Matt 9: 35 38; Matt 10: 7i 8; Matt 12: 18 21; Mark 6: 12 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 7: 22;
Luke 9: 1i 2, 11; Luke 10: 9 et
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humbl y wi t handfiwheoever b8lievein m&ill do the worksl have been doing
and theywill do even greater thingthan thes@.>*

THEMISSION A, yy =M >Afa&-My ME CREJURNS ! Mi Ch

TheBible is clear that thenission of thechurch andeveryindividual Christian to expand the
kingdom of God will mt be fully completeduntil Jesusreturns and indeed we may face
significant opposition A perfect worldprior to Christ returing is notpossible> However,
when Jesusdoes returnhe will notburn up creation and whiskwvaythose who knovhim to

a Oheavenod hewillconte dows th redeenband restalieof creation in a earthy
and real wayi the way heoriginally intended it to be He will fully restore all tk broken
relationships between humanity and God, between hyraad$etween humans and creation,
to establish in full the perfeckingdom of God® J u s t as Jesusbd6 body w
transformed, but still very real and physijedterhis death and resurrectidhand ours too will
be renewed and transformed into our heavebiyt still physical bodies wherhe comes
again®® so too the whole of creation, whilst it magimilarly pass through some sort of
tribulation, will be renewed, restored, healed and transfortodlde way God always intended
it to be,as the new heaven and earth.

Jesus explains how that day willge¢ he r enewal of all things, w
his gl or i.dwscahtwbhearhosioHe wi || judge bet ween ma
settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swordsglttoghshares

and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will
they train f,andIsaieh tellsasniryhmeo rweod f wi I I i ve with
will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child

will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the

lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the o b r a ,@arsd thd young child
putitshand i nt o t .h &heyvwilpeithed sarmnnersdéstroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be fil of the knowledge of the LORIs the waters cover the

s e &° 10 this context all good worls undertakerby the dwurch andndividual Christias

before Christ returns will not be wastdalit will contributeto the final complete picture of
restoration. Thereforalthough we can never know completion and perfecii@can see the

54 Matt 6: 33; Matt 28: 18 20; Micah 6: 8; John 14: 12, see also Isa 5872Zech 7: 3 12; Eccles 12: 13; Matt
5: 137 16; Matt 6: 10; Matt 9: 35 38; Matt 10: 7 8; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 1% 30; Mark 6: 121 13; Mark 16:
157 18; Luke 9: II 2, 597 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: BB2; Luke 19: 1T 26; Acts 1: 8; Acts
8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc.

55 Matt 16: 27i 28; Matt 19: 28 30; Matt 24: 30 31, 36i 44; Matt 26: 64; Mark 13: 26 27; Mark 14: 61i
62; Luke 9: 26 27; Luke 17: 22 30; Luke 21: 27; Acts 1: 11; 1 Thess 3: 13; ReV P2 etc.

561 Chron 16: 30 33; Psalm 96: 10 13; Isa 2: 2 4;Isa 11; Isa 25: 6 9; Isa 35: 5 10; Isa 65: 17 25; Dan
7: 131 28; Micah 4: 1Ii 8; Matt 6: 10; Matt 19: 28 30; Luke 1: 32 33; Roms 8: 18 25; 1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5: 19;
Col 1: 151 20, 23; James: 18; 2 Peter 3: 7 13; Rev 3: 12; Rev 7: 1417; Rev 12: 10; Rev 21122 etc.

57 Matt 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 2021; Acts 1: 17 9; Acts 2: 311 33; Acts 13: 37Roms 6: 3 11; 1 Cor
15,2 Cor 4: 7i 14; Phil 3: 200 21; Col 1: 15 22; 1 Tim 3: 16; 1 Pet 3: 18

58 Roms 6: 3 11; 1 Cor 15;2Cor 4:714; 2 Cor 5: 1 7, 17; Phil 3: 20 21; Col 1: 15 22

59 Matt 19: 287 30; Micah 4: 1i 8;Isa 11 see alsd Chron16: 307 33; Psalm 96: 10 13; Isa 2: & 4; Isa 25:
67 9;1sa 35:5 10; Isa 65: 17 25; Dan 7: 13 28; Matt 6: 10 Luke 1: 327 33; Roms 8: 18 25; 1 Cor 15; 2
Cor 5:19; Col 1: 15 20, 23; James 1: 12 Peter 3: 7 13, Rev 3: 12Rev 7: 14i 17, Rev 12: 10Rev 21i 22
etc.
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worldin a much better statean it is today Thus,the role of thehurctf®and every Christiaft
is to strive ceaselessly to expand kirgdom ando significantly improve ouworld. We are
to lead lives of meaning, purpose asignificance lives that matterand make a difference,
lives ofradical discipleship in every ardaringing thekingdom into this broken world in our
evayday actions. We are Arise!

PROCESS FOR DEVELOPING A CHRISTIAN VISION FOR ABETTER WORLD

So,if ourtheologyis to do all we canwith the time and resources we hateadvancehe
kingdom of Godand bringthe worldto as close to a perfect statepassible before Jesus
returns Then what is our clear and specific Christian vision of that better world, and what is
our planto achievat? How do we figure thisut?

The rest of this repodttemptgdo develop just such a visior©f course, this can only ever be

a6 Christian vision for a better world, not
Christian would agree witall aspect®f it. Furthermore, any such vision will need to evolve

and change with time, as knowledge and understanding grows (more on that later).
Nevertheless, Arise believes that developing a Christian vision for a better world is essential

for us as individual Christianand thechurch as a wholen order tobe as inspired, relevant,

strategic, focused and impactfas possible So, & we go on this journey of exploration
togetherwe shall use the following process to build up our vision

i Start with the end in mind i First, as with any good strategye begin at the end
determining clearlyvhat succeswould look like. What are we aiming forMHaving
estabishedour goa) we turn to twdkey sourceso figure out the stepstogeth er e é
1. What does the Bible say? Whatguidancedo we haven the Bibleabout how to

live our lives and the kind of transformaticGod wants to see in the world?
(Extensive Biblicareferences are given throughout the report. All quotes are from
the New International Versiof?)

2. What does history teach us? Nextwe turn to the lessons of history. hat has
workedin the pasto secure positive change and take us closeetpetfect worl®
(Extensive references from the most authoritative souarganisations and experts
for each fieldare provided throughout. Mamyore could be added, but space does
not permit. Summary details for each reference are given in the footnotes throughout
the report. Full publication details, editions, websites etc. are given in the
Bibliography at the end. Further evidence is available from Arise on request.)

1 Bring it all together i Having surveyed these source® bringthe ideas and lessons
together into a coherent and holistic vision for the better world we want,tareethe
steps we need to take to get there

60|sa 58: 2 7; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7: 2 12; Matt 6: 10, 33; Matt 9: 3638; Matt 10: 7 8; Matt 24: 14 Matt 25:

147 30; Matt 28: 18 20; Mark 6: 121 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 9: Ii 2, 597 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11:

2; Luke 12: 31 32; Luke 19: 11 26; John 14: 12; Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19: 8; Acts 28: 23 etc.

611sa 58: 2 7; Micah 6:8; Zech 7: 2 12; Eccles 12: 13; Matt 5: 1316; Matt 6: 10 33 Matt 9: 35i 38; Matt

10: 77 8; Matt 24: 14; Matt 25: 14 30; Matt 28: 18 20; Mark 6: 127 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 9: i 2, 59

T 60; Luke 10: 9, 11; Luke 11: 2; Luke 12: BB2; Luke 19: 11 26; John 14: 12Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 12; Acts 19:

8; Acts 28: 23 etc.

62 Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, In Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwigewy.zondervan.com
The ANIVO and ANew I nternational Ver siono are tradema
Office by Biblica, IncE
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1 Implementation Plani Finally, having established the world we want to see and the
steps we need to take get therewe need to identify a concrete implementation plan to
set thesstepsn motion

What
=4 doesthe
Bible say?

Vision for
a better
world

Start with

Implementation
the end P

plan

in mind

What
> does history
teach us?

Figure 13: Process for developing a Christian vision for a better world

START WITH THE END IN MIND VWHAT DOES THE KINGDOM OF GOD/A
PERFECT, RESTORED WORLD LOOK LIKE ?

Starting at the beginning of this proceksrt, let us consider what perfect restoredworld
would look like? Arise believestherearefive key characteristicef a holistic restored world
which form the focus of théollowing five parts of this repar

Development Discipleship

Social
Justice

Figure 1.4: The mission of the church and every individual Christian
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The Arise Manifesto Part 1: The Mission of the Church

1) Evangelism

Perhaps foremost in our minds as Bibkieving Christianswould be that everyone in the

world would have been recondileand restoré in their relationship with God through
repentance and a personal relationship with Chilise Bible is clear that everyone needs to

know Jesus and come to a personal faithinm It is theduty of thechurch and our duty as

individual Christiansto bring this good news to all, and tmnvert asmany aspossible.

Famously aftedesugose from the dea@dnd beforehe ascendedne of the last thingsedid

wasto send his fdbwers out to share theogpelint he 6 Gr eat AChmemies Diren .
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit, and teachi ngLattrhem t o
Paul modelled the sense of passion and urgency with which we should be sharing our faith
when he saidiThough | am free and belong to no one, | have madeyself a slave to

everyone, to win as many as possibleo the Jews | became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To
those under the |l aw | became | i ke one under
those not having the | aw | became |i ke one
having the law. To theveak | became weak, to win the weak. dye become all things to

all peopleso that by all possible means | might save sorhelo all this for the sake of the

gosped. Thus,thefirst clear outome for our visioris that the whole world, or as many people

as possible, have aersonal relationship with JesusNVe can summarise this objective as

Evangelism®®

L i
Figure 1.5 Sharing the good news of Jesus with friends and family through
evangelism, a core part of the mission of the church and every Christian

63 Matt 28: 19i 20; 1 Cor 9: 19 22, see also Matt 18: 1214; Matt 22: Z' 10; Matt 24: 14; Mark 13: 10; Mark
16: 151 20; John 1: 7; 12 13; John 3: 14 21; John 6: 39 40; Acts 1: 8; Ats 5: 42; Roms 10: 1415, 17;Phil
2:107 11;1 Tim 2: 3/ 4; 2 Pet 3: 9Rev 14: 6/ 7 etc.
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2) Discipleship

However, a few months spent in anyurch on the face of the eathil demonstratéhat even

whenwe do havea relationship with Jesysll is not necessarily harmonious and perfect.
Evangelism alone will not result in a perfect worléeoplewho know Jesusilsoneed to
increasingly followhis teachingand becoramore and more likkim in their everyday lives.

This means emptying asglves entirelyreorientating oulivesto putGod and others firsand

being obedient o Godds wi | | a nAks the setohdilettay to the Codnthians | i v e
saysit hose who | i ve s thensgdves butforhimaeimogiedrforthemamd f or
was r ai sandPeteguageBhma ke every effort to add to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, ®elhtrol; and to secontrol, perseverance; and

to perseverance, godliness; and to godlinessjual affectior and tomutual affection love.

For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproducti ve i n Thugthesecohch owl e d
clear autcome for ouwision is that the whole world, or at least all Christians, are growing

deeper irtheir relationship with Jesus. &\an summase this objectivasDiscipleship.*

Figure 1.6: Growing in faith through discipleship, a core part of the mission of the

church and every Christian

642 Cor 5: 15; 2 Pet 1: 58, see also Matt 28: 1920; Roms 5: 3 4; Roms 13 13; 1 Cor 9: 24 27; 1 Cor 13;
2 Cor 3:18; Eph 4 6; Col 1: 10i 12; 1 Thess 4: 1; 1 Tim 4:178, 157 16; Hebs 12: 1 17; 1 Pet 4: 2; 1 John
2: 6 etc.
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3) Social Justice

If everyone in the worldverea Christianand all perfectlydiscipled,we should in theory end

all injustice between human beings. However, as we have already seen, this is a process that
will take a longtime and willnot be fully completed until Jesugturns. Therefore, m our
current world therare millions of norChristians and Christians whiehavein enormously
unjust ways andausehuge suffering as a result. Thiappendoth at an individual level, but

also in social and structural injustices which have become locked into the working of our
societies. Throughdathistory, Christians and humans in generdlave proved themselves
perfectly capable of being generous, humble and gracioasdotheron a personal level,
whilst owning slaves or supporting fascist policies at the same time. This is becaiae
injustice ismore complex than simple personal behaviour and moralityelates to how
systems are set up and maintained simaply how individuals behave on a personal level. As
such it is essentiafor the church to addressocial justice andystemic sin, not just individual
personal morality. We cannot wait until all are converted and all are disciplelyédtss.

Figure 1.7: Fighting for social justice, a core part of the mission of the church and
every Christian

We see this in the book of Isaiah, where God strongly confronts those who believe the right
things and practice religious rituals, but neglect to address social injiéstics, this tbe kind

of fasting | have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to
set the oppressed free and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with sheliewhenyou see the naked, to clothe theand

not to turn away from your own fleshand | ood? € i f y o anbshplfeoftte y our s
hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and

yourni ght wi || b e c 0 meAgaininkhe NawTestameotpJaesdsamadedsocial
justice central to his mi s sTheoSpiritsfthaltoelmemt i n

me, becase he has anointed me to proclaigood news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recoverysght for the blind, to sethe oppressed
free, toproclaimh e year of ftalvaesustaorwdsiscathing of those who believe

13
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in God and follow religious practices hiltave neglected the more important matters of the
lawij usti ce, mer cyanddn @ viiad d s & .l Thecsusktisetefore
musthave another strand of work focusing on social justéackle conflict, oppression and
abuse in our global society, whilst still outworking its goals of evangelism and discipleship.
Our perfect world would also see no wars, no torture, no arrest or imprisonment without fair
trial, democracy, freedom of pression, freedom of the press, no discrimination etc. We can
summarise this objective &®cial Justice®

4) Development

Our perfect world would also be omgthoutpoverty. It is tempting to think thabverty would

end if all people became discipled Christians, and we tackled systemic social injustice
However,tackling poverty is not just about ending injustibeit also about technological
advancements, as well aaprovements in our understanding of how economic and social
policies are best used. Both injustice and ignorance need to be addnessler to tackle
poverty Therefore, our perfect world would also beeavhere poverty is ended.

i ‘,,\
. e

A
A

Figure 1.8: Eliminating poverty through development, a core part of the mission of
the church and every Christian

We read that when Goddos peopl e efinlagoneid t he
poor among your fellow Israelitegn any of the towns of the land the LORRour God is

giving you, do not béardhearted ortightfisted toward them Ratherbe openhanded and

freely lend then whateverthey need é Gi ve mamweo sowghoytat o tF
grudgi ng bperdanded tdwatu gour fellow Israelitegho arepoor and needy in

your ,bndtheéPmverbssaj The ri ghteous <car e .ahterunt | ust
the New Testament, James tellsiuRel i gi on t hat God our Fat he

651sa 58 67 10; Luke 4: 18; Matt 23: 23; Mark 12: 40; Luke 20: 47, see also Psalmi82; Brov 13: 23; Prov
31:81 9;lsal: 1% 17;lsa2: 2 4;1sab9: Ii 16; Jer 7: T 11; Amos 5; Micah 4: 1 4; Micah 6: 8; Matt 12:
1771 21; Matt 21: 12 13; Mark 11: 15 17; Luke 11: 42; Luke 18:78; Luke 19: 45 46; James 1: 27 etc.
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faultless is this: to | ook aéantthaapostieginstaucts and
Paul that in all he does, fies hou |l d c¢ o nt irtheuwpeor, thevery thingd mat eeen

eager to daall along.0 Thus, our perfect world would be one whewyrerty is eliminated

all have sufficient food to eat, access to safe water and sanitdieguatdousing, a job or

livelihood, educationgood healthcare(for both physical and mental health), and, in our

modern world, access to electricity ané thternet. It would also be a wonkhere levels of

inequality within and beteen nations are being reduced. We can summarise this obgstive

Development®®

5) Environment

If this reporthad beenwritten 50years agpwe could probably stopere We have defined our
perfectworld as one where all know Jesushereall are discipled, and where systemic social
injustice and poverty have been eliminatétbwever,evangelism, discipleship, social justice
and dkvelopment are akntirely dependent on a continuing healthy and flourishing natural
environmentwhich provides the fresh water and food we need to survive, the clean air we
need tdbreathe, the clothing we wear, the natural resourcbsild our homes and on which
our economy is basedtc For thousands gfearswe have taken a healthp@ronment as a
given However, as owscientific understanding has advanosd areincreasingly aware that
this is no longethe case Our current high carbomextremepollution, mass consumptiomay

of living is having a hugely damaging impact on the natural environment on which we all
depend. For many Christians this has also prompteggamination of what the Bible says
on this issugand a rediscovery that it haalwaysbeen clear that our world is created by God,
owned by God, that creation is goatidthat humanity is tde a loving steward dhe natural
resources of creatipmot an exploiter Finally, it is clearthat through Jesusdeath and
resurrectionGod is redeeming and restoring not just humabity the whole of creation

Our perfect world wouldhereforealsobe onewherethe naturalenvironmentlourishes and

humanity does not pollute and degrade it but lives in balancatwithle read in Genesis that

the first instruction God gave to humanity was to take catesafreationfori The L ORD
God took the man and put him in theProGabsden o1
addsfii T h e r icgréfdr heneeds of theianimalsd. As God told the Israelites whée

led them intothe HolyLandi The | and must not be sold per m.
mine and youreside in my land as foreigners and strangerg.ater the Psalms tell U6 T h e

LORDi s good to all; he has awthafpYacdi®®RDopreseoven a | |
both peopleandanimalsd , f or a s thrwh Jeadweath and msurrection, not just

humanity buficreation itself will be liberated from its bondage to dgand brought into the
freedomand gloryof the children of Godd As such the churchmust havea fifth and final

objective in itsvisioni to protect th€Environment.®’

56 Deut 15: 41 11; Prov 29: 7;James 1: 27; Gal 2: 10, see also Lev 25t 39; Deut 10: 17 18; Psalm 12: 5;
Psalm 82: 3 4; Psalm 146: 7 9; Prov 14: 31lsa 58; Matt 11: 2 6; Matt 19: 21; Mark 10: 21; Luke 7: 1722;
Luke 10: 25 37; Luke 12: 33; Luke 14: 1214; Luke 1822; Luke 19: 8; Acts 10: 1 4 etc.

87Gen 1i 2; Prov 12: 10; Lev 25: 11112, 23;Psalm 145: 9 11, 15 17;Psalm 36: 6; Roms 8: 1922, see also
Gen 6i 9:17; Ex 23: 10 12; Lev 19: 23 25; Lev 22: 27 28; Deut 10: 14; Deut 11: 1117; Psalm 104; Matt
6: 26, 28 30; Matt 10: 29 31; Luke 12: G 7, 24, 27 28; Col 1: 15 20, 23; James 1: 18 etc.
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Figure 1.9: Caring for the environment, a core part of the mission of the church and
every Christian

HOW CLOSE ARE WE TO THAT PERFECT WORLD? VINDICATORS

Having established what our perfect world would Idikk, we canset out clear indicatot®
investigate which will tell us how close to that pedeworld we really are. Figure 1.Kgts
outtheindicators for each of our five areas.

INDICATOR \ SOURCE

Evangelism

Numberof people becoming Christian | § Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld
Christian Encyclopdia, Third
Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press2020)

1 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M.,
World Christian Trends(Pasadena:
William Carey Library, 2001)

1 Bothdrawn from theNorld Christian
Databasehosted by the Center for
the Study 6Global Christianity at
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GordonConwell Theological
Seminary

Discipleship

Numbers of people making a whole ran
of behaviour changes that would indica
they aregrowing in their relationship
with Jesus

Information not available

Social Justice

Number of democracies

Polity 5 Center for Systemic Peace,

(2018)
Numberof people beingortured Freedom in the World=reedom House,
(2021)
Number of people beinarbitrarily Freedom in the World=reedom House,
arrested or detained (2021)
Number of peoplevith full access to Freedom in the World=reedom House,

legal rights and protection under the lay

(2021)

Number of peoplevith freedom of Freedom in the World=reedom House,

religion (2021)

Number of gople with freedom of Freedom in the World=reedom House,

expression (2021)

Countries with a free press Freedom in the World=reedom House,
(2021)

Number of peopléacing gender, race
disability, sexual orientatioor other
discrimination

Freedom in the World~reedom House,
(2021)

Number of violent conflicts

9 Correlates of WarSarkees, Meredith

Reid and Frank Wayman (2010).
Resort to War: 18162007.
Washington DC: CQ Press.
UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Datase
Version 21.1Uppsala Conflict Data
Program, Peace Research Institute,
Oslo, (2021); Gleditsch, Nils Petter;
Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson
Margareta Sollenberg & Havard
Strand (2002) Armed Conflict 1946
2001: A New Dataseflournal of
Peace Researc39(5): 615637.;
Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Dauvis,
Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém,
Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh,
Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus
Oberg (2021). Organized violence
19892020, with a special emphasis
on SyriaJounal of Peace Research
58(4).

Number of people dying ini@lent
conflicts

PRIO Battledeaths Dataset, Versior
3.1, Peace Research Institute, Oslo,
(2017);Lacina, Bethany & Nils Pette
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Gleditsch (2005) Monitoring trends |
global combat: A new dataset of
battle deaths', European Journal of
Population 21(£3): 145 166.

1 UCDP BattleRelated Deaths
Dataset, Version 21,1ppsala
Conflict Data Program, (2021);
Pettersson, Therese, Shawn Dauvis,
Amber Deniz, Garoun Engstrém,
Nanar Hawach, Stina Hogbladh,
Margareta Sollenberg & Magnus
Oberg (2021). Organized violence
19892020, with a special emphasis
on Syria. Journal of Ree Research
58(4).

Number of people being injured in
violent conflicts

Information not available

Development

Number of gople with sufficient food

FAO Stat UN Food and Agriculture
Organization, (2022)

Number of gople with access to safe
water

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply, Sanitatig
and Hygiene, (2022)

Number of gople with access to safe
sanitation

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring
Programme for Water Supply, Sanitatig
and Hygiene, (2022)

Number of gople withsufficient housing

Urban Indicators DatabasdJN-Habitat,
(2022)

Number of gople with agood
job/livelihood

World Development Indicator$Vorld
Bank, (2022)

Number of gople with full education up
to secondary level

Barro, R. & Lee, JN., Barro-Lee
Estimates of Educational Attainment fo
the Population Aged 1564 from 1950
to 2015 (2021)

Number of gople with full healthcare
(physical and mental health)

1 UN Interagency Group for Child
Mortality Estimation, access via
World Development Indicators
World Bank, (2022)

1 UN Population Division, access via
World Development Indicatars
World Bank, (2022)

Number of people with access to
electricity

Global Electrification DatabasajNorld
Development IndicatordVorld Bank,
(2022)

Number of people with access to the
internet

International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) World Telecommunication/ICT
Indicators Databasgeaccess vi&Vorld
Development IndicatordVorld Bank,
(2022)
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Levels of inequality within and between World Inequality Database, (2022)
nations
Environment
Greenhouse gas emissions The PRIMAPhist national historical
emissions time series (182018)
Climate Watch, World Resources
Institute, (2022)

Biodiversity loss Living Planet IndexWorld Wildlife Fund
& Zoological Society of London, (2022)
Levels of deforestation or reforestation| Global Forest Resources Assessment
202Q Food and Agriculture Organizatio

(2020)
Percentage dand/sedurned oveto Protected Planet Report 2020
human occupation and agriture International Union for Conservation of

Nature &UnitedNations Environment
Programme World Conservation
Monitoring CentreWorld Database on
Protected Areas, (2020)

Pollutionlevels Information not available

Percentage of waste vs percentage Information not available

recycled

Population growth M Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld

Christian Encyclopdia, Third
Edition, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press2020)

1 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M.,
World Christian Trends(Pasadena:
William Carey Library, 2001)

1 Bothdrawn from theNorld Christian
Databasehosted by the Centéor
the Study of Global Christianity at
GordorrConwell Theological
Seminary

1 UN Population Division, access via
World Development Indicatars
World Bank, (2022)

Figure 110: Indicators to judge progress towards a better world

As we journeytogetheyr we will look at thesendicatorsin turn. The data sourcéor each
indicatoris consideredy expertdo bethe mostuthoritativein the field coveringthe longest
time seriesandencompassinthe most comprehensive global datsrise hashen looked to
the laest thinking and understandingrofiny oft he wo r | éxpests ih eachdieldnta
help draw out the lessons from toig/ that emerge from these dataurces.In several areas
theidealinformation is no available, and so here we must redplely on what the Bible tells
us ltis also important toate here that when it comes to socigtjce there are huge areas of
discrimination and inequalityelating toissuessuch asgender, race, ethnicity or religious
persecution. Rather than look at these separateliga®tessueswe will focus on comlete
human rights and equality for all, which of courséduify applied would address all these
crucial issues.
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So, by starting with thalesiredend in mindwe find we have already come to our first major
recommendation for governments around the world. This definitioauofess and the
associated indicatons very different to the current measures of sucesssl by country
governments around the worldgtan and make decisions. Thesedicatorsare usually based
around much narrower economic definitioos successsuch as Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), as opposed tthe fuller Biblical picture of life stretéchg across the areas ajcsal
justice,development andwironmenthat we have seemhereforepur first recommendation
is that é

Governments should

1 Adopt the indicators of success un@ercial JusticeDevelopmenandEnvironmentused
in this reportas national metrics to guide their actipregher than usingolely economic
indicators likeGDP

EVOLVING VISION

A final pointto notebefore we move int®art 2 is that any visioa and plan that we come up

with can never become fixed and unchanging permanently. The world changes and evolves.
Almost any manifesto or legal code can be perfect for its times but rapidly fall out of date.
Wonderfully, tis is something Jesus recognised. Rather than give a detailed legalsdbee
founders ofmost world faiths did, Jesus calls us to focus on the principles and spirit behind the
law. Whenasked he said thathe whole of the Old Testameit could be summed up in two
underlying principlesi 6 L o v e t h &odlwdhrall yoyr beart and with all your soul

and with all your mind. This is the first
it 6Love your neighbour as yourself . o Al
¢ o mma n d nmi®Rathes thah beconfixed on one vision, plan or legal system that worked

well €& once; our |job as bkslikesineach mew genesatiano f i g

as the world moves forwardVe will find, in multiple areagthat the Bible will give us overall
timeless principles, and a study of history will give us lessons about how to implement those
principlesin practice.Thereforewhilst we need a clear vision for a better world and a practical
plan for how we will go about achieving it, tlian nevebecome fixed and rigid, but will need
to evolveas we apply these principleearn and improvén a changing world Therefoe,
Arise will be updating this report every five yeaas away of helping to ensure thighristian
vision for a betteworld evolves and improves as we continually learn, stagls frel, upto-

date and relevaribr each new period, season, era and generation., Weusanhold before

us an ever evolvingholistic, Biblical, Christian vision of a better world to guide our efforts,
work and action, to gradually transform our world, stggstep, until the day Jesus returns in
glory to complete the worke began on the cross.

68 Matt 22: 34i 40, see also Lev 19: 18; Deut 6: 5; Deut 10: 12; Deut 11: 13; Josh 22: 5; Matt 7: 12; Matt 19: 19;
Mark 12: 28i 34; Luke 6: 31; Luke 10: 2628; Roms 13: 8 10; Gal 5: 14; James 2: 8; 1 John 4: 71
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Development Discipleship

Social
Justice

PART 2. EVANGELISM

We begin our journelgy considering what the Biblnd historyteach us about the great calling

to evangelise the worldIn the Bible we encounter a twold way of sharing the Christian

faith: first, missionary communities plant local churches, and second, the members of those
churches evangelise the local area. This is the fundamental model for evangelism that we will
also see played out in history. We halverefore groupeslpecific pointainder these two broad
headings

1) WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Missionary communities

After Jesus ascended to heaven to be with the Fdkieeearly churchinitially remained in
Jerusalemin obedience to Jestisommandoi st ay i rnuntithbh gent the Holy 8pirit

to empower then¥® Later, following the martyrdom oStepher(and after the Spirit had been
received)i a gr eat bpokerogt againstthe chorch iderusalem, and all except the

apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Saméria Those who had been

preached the wor d’0wiom this pomtthe gldbad gvangetism ission
Jesus had giveis churcht@igo and make di sredlybégand Clristians | |
travelled to new areds preach theaspel We often think of theegreatpionees of the early
church such a$eter or Pauloing alone, but in almost every instance they were travelbng
Jesus instructed, at leastt wo b We sew this withPeter and JohriPaul and Barnabas
Barnabas and John Markr Paul and Silas We also seevider groupsi i P a u | and
c 0 mp a n,isucmas dimothyLuke, Philemonitus, Aquila and Priscilld? Taking the
gospel to a n& area alone can be very hardoi® togethergroupsof Christianscan support

89 L uke 24: 46i 53, see also Acts 1:149

O Acts 8: 11 4

I Matt 28: 19i 20, see alsMatt 24: 14; Mark 13: 10; Mark 16: 1516, 20; Luke 24: 47Acts 1: 8; Acts 8: 4; 1
Cor9:19i 22; 1 Tim2:3i 4;1Tim 3: 16; 2 Pet 3: 9; Rev 14: 6 etc.

2Mark 6: 7; Luke 10: 1Acts 8: 25;Acts 15: 36/ 41; Acts 16: 3i 6, see also Acts 1i314; Acts 17 1,147 15;

Acts 18: 18 19; Acts 19: 22; Acts 20:46; Roms 16: 3, 7,9, 21; 2 Cor 1: 19; Phil 2: 22; Phil 4: 3; 1 Thess 1: 1
etc.
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each otherandevenform the nucleus of a new local church around which others cajoihen

We see this model continuing to be used very successfully long after the New Testament period
for examplein the missionarymonastic communities of thearly Middle Ages orint oday 6 s
church planting movements and house churéhes.

The early Christians listened to God and werettethe places he wanted them tolgothe

Holy Spirit. Philip was told tadiGo south to the road the desert road that goes down from

Jerusalem to Gaza Simon Peterthadit hr ee men ar & Dooobhesitategto f or y
go with them, f,adPdui had ea swindgi dmeanfc a man of
and begging him, 6Come over to Macedonia anc
we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach

t he g os p edmongsbmanyhothen éxamplést is notable throughout Acts th&od

usedthese missionary communitigsparticularly target the cities, especially the capitals. We

hear of thegospel being preached in Azotus, Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, Antioch, Paphos, Perga,
Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Attalia, Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea,
Athens, Corinth, Ephesus anltimately Romeas missionary communities travelled through

what is today Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Cyprus, Turkey, Greece and IEtys

intentional targeting of cities appears to have continued as a successful tactic throughout the
Roman period and even tod4y.Cities arecosmopolitan places where many peopleem
Throughout history they have tended to be plagksre new ideas and communities could

form, where those new ideasuld have a disproportiondgehigh impact in a nation relative

to their sizebecause of their strategic locatiamd from where they could thepread out into

rural areas.

Wherever these missionary communitresnt, they used local culturally specific metis of
communicating theagpel. A Paul saydi T the Jews | became like a Jew, to win the Jews.

To those under the |l aw | became | i ke one und
To those not having the | aw | became | i ke or
having the law. To the wak | became weak, to win the weak. &ve become all things to

allpeoples o t hat by all possi DNeseethisiaResarglingfiomght s a
the scriptures to convince the JeiskF el | ow Jews and al l of you w
me explain this to you; listen caefully to what | say. These peopére not drunk asyou

suppose. | t 6s onl ythisidwhawas sp kteme bmot hien gor o pNa

Fellow Israelites listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a maocredited by God to you by
miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you tigio him, as you yourselves

knowo or in Paul arguing fronGreek philosophyo convince hienistic gentiles’Paul then

stood up in the meeting of the Areopagasds a i d: 6People of Athens!
way you are very religiousFor as | walked around and looked carefully at your objects of

73 Shelley, B.,Church History in Plain Languag€2013),pp. 1317 132, 162 170, 178 179, 297 302, 393,
39671 399,519; Johnstone, PThe Church is Bigger than you Thjn®#998), pp. 72 77, 166i 167,169, 180
Neill, S.,A History of Christian Mission1990),pp. 57i 67 etc.

74 Acts 8: 26, 29, 39 40; Acts 10: 19 20, Acts 16: 6 10, see also Luke 24: 49, Acts 1i 9; Acts 9: 10/ 17;
Acts 11: 111 12; Acts 13: 2 4; Acts 16: 61 7; Acts 18: 9i 11, 20i 21; Acts 20: 22Acts 23: 1letc.

S Acts 8: 5, 40; Acts 9: 32, 38; Acts 10: R24; Acts 11: 20; Acts 13: 45, 137 14, 511 14: 1; Acts 14: 6, 20
T 25; Acts 16: 8, 12; Acts 17: 1, 10, 15, Acts 18: 1] 1®; Acts 19: 21; Acts 23: 11; Rorm Thess etc.

6 Overy, R.(Ed.), The Times Complete History of the Wo(R15), pp. 238 255; MacCulloch, D.A History
of Christianity, (2010), pp. 156 160, 1647 165; Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.), Atlas of Global
Christianity, (2009); pp. 238 255 etc.
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worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOU[%0 you are
ignorant of the very thing you worship and thisiswhat am going to ““procl a

Thesamissionarycomm ni t i es di d n 6spel, winlgcal copverts and thenteave, ¢
abandoning them. They planted new local churches, ensuring new believers were grouped
together into communitiesVe are told thaas they moved on from the places where they had

won local convertsi P a u | Baraabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with
prayer and fasting, c’® Runhiemmore disstofmag communities h e L
ensured that newocal churcleswere notleft isolated but connected into the wider global

church They did this bysending others to visit themriting to themand revisiting them to

strengthen and encourage thesoch as when Pafilt r avel | ed from qui ace t
the region of Gat i a and Phrygi a, str enThushheseilona al |
churches becanart of the wider family of Gadwith ties of fellowship to all Christian’$

Once a local church was plantedsponsibility for evangelising that local area transferred to

the local churc® We never see missionary communities planting in areas where a local
churchalready exists.When missionary communitiegsited, they worked with and through

the existingocal churcles to bolster theministry to evangelise thelocal area. Tey never

went aroundexisting local churches ae-planted the same arealn just one example, Paul

writes to the church already planted in Rome by another missionary community to tell them

A pl anned many times to come to you €é in ol
just as | have had among the oth@e n t i & @S§coubsethis may have involved sending

people into existing but dormant churches to revive thasrt does today Even when the

existing local churches had huge problethe® emphasis was on reforming, reviving and
continuing to work through them, as ik lettersof the New Testamersthow, not giving up

on them and planting new local churches in their afésas,when there was deep division and

wrong teaching in the churches around Antioch, rather than give up on them and replant new
churches, the church in Jerusalem widtd o t he Gentil e believers
Ci | i,with cdear nstruction to correct misunderstanding and divisions, seridihgy d as and
Silas to confirm by wor & Thidisstl amajorchalemgefdr we ar
the church As David B Barett andTodd M Johnsombservean their studyWorld Christian

Trendsi Today, as we | oo k'cdntarg, ke seevtlearalthougreChristian i r e 2
resources were more than adequate for evangelizing the world, 9 out of every 10 new

mi ssionaries sent out went t o &dhiskappeoacb ng al
weakens or strategic focus and impact.uhdermines Christian unitgnd often achieves little

more than simply winning convertgsho are already Christhns fom one local churclor

771 Cor 9: 19 22 Acts 2: 5i 41; Acts 17:271 4,161 34, see also John 4:i442; Acts 3: 9i 26; Acts 7: 2i 53;
Acts 9: 20; Acts 13: 5, 1B43; Acts 14: 1; Acts 15; Acts 18: 4, 19, 26; Acts 191&or 10: 33 etc.

78 Acts 14: 217 23, see also Acts 15: 36, 41; Acts 16: 2, 57 1B, 40; Acts 17: 4 10, 12, 14, 34; Acts 18: 2
3,771 8,18, 23, 26; Acts 20: 1.2, 71 8, 177 31; Roms 16: 3 23; 1 Cor 1: 2; 1 Cor 11: 18; Gal 1: 2; Col 4: 15
T 16; 1 Thess 1: 1; Tiwl: 5; Philem 1: 2; Rev 1: 4, 11 etc.

79 Acts 18: 23, see also Acts 14: PP3; Acts 15: 23 33, 36i Acts 16: 5; Acts 18: 27; Acts 19:i17; Acts 20:
17 2,77 12,171 38; Roms 1 Tim, Titus; James 1: 1; 1 Pet 1: 1; 3 John .85 Rev 1: 4 etc.

80 Acts 2: 417 47; Acts 4:171 4, 231 33; Acts 5: 12 14, 42; Acts 6: 7; Acts 9: 31; Acts 13: 4819; Acts 165;
Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 14 16; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 6; 1 Thess 1: 1,7 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 12; Philem 1: 6; 1 Pet 2:
12, 15; 1 Pet 3: 16tc.

81Roms 1: 7 15, see also Acts 8: 1425; Acts 9: 26 43; Acts 11: 19 26; Acts 14: 21 23; Acts 18: 24 28;
Acts 19: 1i 20; Acts 21: 4, 8, 25; 2 Cor 10: 15816; 3 John 1: 5 8 etc.

82 Acts 15: 11 33, see also Acts 8: 1425; Acts 11: 19 26; Acts 14: 21 23; Acts 16: 4; Acts 18: 24 28; Acts
19: 17 7; Acts 20: 6 12, 177 38; Roms Rev etc.

83 Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. MWorld Christian Trends(2001), p. 761, see also pp. 76268 and Johnson,
T. M. & Ross, K. M. Atlas of Global Christianity(2009) pp. 288 289 etc.
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denominationto arother The Biblical model is that mesionary communitiesare sent to
unreached areas only.

Finally, although all Christians are called to share their fdiththe New Testament church it

is clearly understood thabsealsohave a specific calling on top of this to spendrtfagority

of their timespecialising in evangelismWe see this in the early church in Jerusalehere
following a dispute concerning the daily distributionfobd to needy widows the twelve
Apostles werecleain |l t woul d not be right for us to ne.
in order to wait on tables Brothersand sisterschoose seven mgrom among you who are
known tobe full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to thenda
will give our attention to prayer and theninistry of the word & Bothroleswere important

but the Apostles were clear about their special calling to evangeksmdeed others will have

a special calling tissues likedevelopment or socialigtice Wesuggest that it is Christians
with this specialcalling to evangelisnthat should go out as missionary communities to plant
new chuches.Sgi n summary ¢é

The ¢ hurch should

Send missionaries to unevangelisedas where there are no Christians

Send those called to be 6evangelistséd
Sendmissionarie®ut together in groups as missionary communities

Be led by the Holy Spirit as to where to send them

Target the cities, especially the capitdts particular focus

Equip missionary communities to use locally culturally specific methods of evangelism
Support missionary communities to plant new local churches
Connect these new ldoeghurches to the wider globaharch
Donét send missionary communities to [plant
already exist, even where existing churcheedormant and nominal. Instead support
revival within these local churches atieir evangelistic ministries

A =A-_4_5_9_9_98_2°_2-2

Local church evangelism

In the early Christiarcommunity, mce anew local churchwas planted in an area by a
missionary community, responsibility for evangelising that local area traedfieom the

founder missionary community to the members of the Iclmaich. We see this in the way the

original local church in Jerusalem engaged in evangeiisehv er y day t hey cont |
together in the temple courts. They broke breadheir homes and ate together with glad

and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour ofthk people. And the Lord

added to theirnumbed ai 'y t hose wh o Wevaso se thiein theqactisnaaf e d . 0
the many other local churches thaktre plantedater in the New Testamenthus,the apostle

Paul could write to the church that had been planted by a missionary community in Colosse
fithe Gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole woflgust as it has been

84 Matt 10: 18 20, 327 33; Matt 13: 23Acts 4: 4, 23 29 Acts 8: 1, 41 Cor 7: 16;Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 14
16, Col 1: 6; Col 4:5 6; 1 Thesd: 1, 77 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 12, 2 Tim 1: 71 8; Titus 2: 71 10; Philem 1: 61
Pet 2: 12, 15; 1 Pet 3:112, 15 etc.

85 Acts 6 21 4, see also Acts 9: 15; &¢13: 1i 5; Acts 18: 5; Acts 21: 8; Acts 26: 1620; Roms 15: 15 16; 1
Cor1:17;Gal 2: 7 8; Eph 4: 11; Col 1: 25; 1 Tim 2: 7; 2 Tim 1: 11; 2 Tim 4: 5 etc.
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doing among you since the day you heard it atdily undersbod Godo6&§® gr ace
Throughout the life of the early church there was a relentless focus on evand#isane told

howfi Day after day, in the temple courts and
teaching and proclaiming the gmd news that Jesus is the MessialY Every Chrstian took

part in sharing theagpel as a fundamental part of the role we all have to play to advance the
holistick i ngdom of God, even those who didnét ha:
of their time as evangelistsThusPeter urges all of usi® Al ways be prepared
answer to everyone who asks you t@& give the

Local church
evangelism

Local church
evangelism

Local church
evangelism

Missionary
communities

Local church
evangelism

Local church
evangelism

y 4

Figure 2.1 Missionary communities plant local churches, which then lead the work of
evangelism in their local area

TheearlyChristiansensuredhatall their outreach was covered in pray@&heyfirst prayed to
God to providethe courage anthe words to share their fajth N o w rd, dorsider their

86 Acts 2: 411 47; Col 1: 6, see also Acts 47 4, 231 33; Acts 5: 12 14, 42; Acts 6: 7; Acts 9: 31; Acts 13: 48
T 49; Acts 16: 5; Phil 1: 14, 27; Phil 2: 1416; Col 4: 5i 6; 1 Thess 1: 1,7 8; 1 Thess 4: 11 12; Philem 1: 6;
1 Pet?2:12,15; 16? 3: 15 etc.

87 Acts 5: 127 14, 42 see alsdMait 28: 191 20; Mark 16: 15i 16, 20; Luke 10: 2; Acts 1: 8; Acts 2: 4647;
Acts 6: 11 4; Acts 8:4; 1 Cor 9: 1D 22; Col 1: 6; Col 4: 5 6; 2 Tim 1: 7i 8; Philem 1: 6; 1 Pet 3: 15 etc.

881 Pet 3: 15, see also Matt 5: 146; Matt 9: 37/ 38; Matt 10: 32 33; Matt 13: 23; Mark 4: 20; Mark 8: 38;
Luke 8: 15; Luke 926; Luke 10: 2; Luke 12: 8 9; John 15: 27; Acts 8: 1 4; Acts 18: 1i 4; 1 Cor 7: 16; Phil
1: 147 18, 27; Phil 2: 14 16; Phil 4: 3; Col 1: 6; Col 4:66; 1 Thess 4: 12; 2 Tim 1: 8; Philem 1: 6 etc.
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threats and enable your servants® Thentepeak vy
prayed for thosavith whom they were sharing their faith, as Paul says in his letter to the
Romansii Br o tahdesistetrs my heart 6s desire and prayer
they may ° heyswauidesdendlots of time with nd@hristiansand take every
opportunity to be sociable and i n aovaitfover sat.i
people to come intd c hur ¢ h 6 dspel, bueeatrout to kake thg messageothers at

the local village well, in the temple in Jerusaldrom house to house, on the roadside, in the
synagoguedy rivers where people washed their clothes, in the market place, before councils

and courtsin lecture hallswherever peoplavere!

Often,they opened the way to conversations about faith by demonstiagnglove tbrough

their actions Theymodelleda radical, open, loving and unified community that met the needs

of its membersand the wider local communityror examplewe read that in Jerusalefmhere

were no needy persons among them. For from time neetthose who owned lanal houses

sold them, brought the money from the sales and putit atdpeo st | e sdbitwas et , a
distributed to anyone whd a d  n% eaterthi early church fathefertullian (1601 220

AD), reportedthat nonbelievers would remark See how t hey |%Pwiilst one a
the Emperor Julian(3317 361 AD), who brutally opposedChristianity, complainedthat
iThese impi 0Chr Gati aeaphsnot only fe%@het heir
practical love demonstrated by the early churches appears to have been a major factor
contributing tothe rapid growth of faith in the Roman woPfiIn other instancesniracles of

healing, and other signs and wonders that desd r a t @alverJpeogidedpportunities

for 6 f aconwvehsationd In just one example we hear how in Iconiéin® a u | and Bar na
spent considerable time there, speaking boldly for the Lastho confirmed the message of

his grace by enabling them tperformsignsa n d  w o {8dThis was adcentral element of

early church evangelism that Christians today shouéhrbrace We will look at thisn more

detail in Part 3 when we look @he work of the Holy Spirit

As well as opening up opportunities to share their faith through demonstrating praetcal

and miracles, it is cleahatthe early Christiansook every opportunityo bringtheir faith

naturally intotheir everyday conversationdlo doubt, as today, ast of the people they talked

to werenodot interested and mov ¢dweverlsamewasen ver s a
ready and did responalith interest,allowing the earlyChristiansto godeeperturning these
6faith converspatli a«rogdFeitakirgiabodtgashdn generdégérms is

great,tbt ul ti mately people need to hear about Je
into the wonders of gersonalrelationship with God.)The New Testament presemsny

great examples of thiswe see Philigoming alongside an Ethiopian official angdening a

89 Acts 4: 291 31, see also Eph 6: 1920; Col 4: 3i 4

%0ORoms 10: 1, see also Matt 5: 44; Matt 6: 10; Luke 6: 28; Luke 22: 32; John 1212®\cts 4: 29 30; Acts
8: 24; Acts 26: 28 29; Eph 6: 19 20; Col 4: 3/ 4;2 Thess 3: 1; 1 Tim 2:114 etc.

%1John 4: 4 43; Acts 2: 46; Acts 3; Acts 5: 12, 21, 25, 42; Acts 8: 26 39; Acts 9: 20; Acts 13: 5, 1448;
Acts 14: 1; Acts 16: 13; Acts 17:123, 10, 171 34; Acts 18: 4, 7 8; Acts 19: 8 9 etc.

92 Acts 4: 327 35, see also Matt 5: 1316; Acts 2: 4T 47; Acts 6: 11 7; 1 Cor 7: 12 16; Phil 1: 27; Phil 2: 14
T 16; Col4:5 6;1Thess 4: 11 12; 1 Tim 5: 25; Titus 2: Y 10; 1 Pet 2: 12, 15; 1 Pet 31 P etc.

93 Tertullian, Apologeticum(197), 39: 7

94 Julian,Letter to Arsacius(c 362)

% Dowley, T.(Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity(2014), pp. 44, 59 60; Shelley, B.Church
History in Plain Languagg2013), pp. 37 38; MacCulloch, D.A History of Christianity (2010), pp. 159 160
etc.

% Acts 14: 3 see alsdMatt 15:307 31;Mark 2: 12 Mark 16: 17 20;Luke 7: 15 17; John 2: 11 Acts 2: 1i 4:
127 4:12; Acts 4: 22; Acts 8: b8; Acts 9: 35 42; Acts 13: 91 12; Acts 16: 25/ 30; Roms 15: 18 19;1 Cor
2: 471 5etc.
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conversationin which he shares his faith by askiigbo you wunder stand wt
r e a d i Singl&ly Barnabas and Pain Psidian Antiochstarta conversation in which they

cantalk about Jesus by going to the synagogue and ¢paiongside the local Jews.sA

result theinvitation was givenfi Br ot h er s, word of gxloottatiamfar the peaple,

pl e as e. Fmaleexdn desus created such an opportunity when he simply came alongside

a Samaritan woman at a well and askedih@vi | | you g i ¥ Arisemecomamendir i n k ? ¢
that we follow thamo d e | and try turning Oeveryday conyv
and ultimatel y Oéayleastprcé a dayyMnenevehave gat imto a good

routineg work our way upto doing it once with every person we are in conversation with during

the day.

Figure 2.2: We should follow the practice of the early church, and share our faith
naturally  with friends and family in our everyday conversations

When the earlZhristians had these conversatiahgy did not seek to argue others into faith
They soughtnerely to witness to what they had seen and headintroducepeople to Jesus

to allow them to make a choice whether ti/ofie him or not. Theyaccepted that on any given
day many of those who heard would not respoksl Jesus showed in the parable of the sower,
much oftheseedfalBa | on g tfihoen praotchkendiplmomeas dubhsomens o
i g ood. FBherefdre)ather than keeping oooming back tahe same smalgroup of
listenersthey simpy moved on and kefroadcasting the messamefar and wide as possible,
so that those whwere ready couldespond® The early Christiang/ereinterested in making
disciples of Jesus, not simply winning converiBhose who were interest&ere not simply

97 Acts 8: 30i 40; Acts 13: 5, 13 43; John 4: 4 43, sealso Luke 4: 15 21; Acts 7: Ii 53; Acts 17: 2i 4, 16
T 34; Acts 22, Acts 24 26;1 Cor 9: 19 22 1 Cor 10: 27 33;Phil 2: 147 16; Col 4: 51 6; 1 Pet 3: 1%tc.

9B Matt 13: 37 23; Mark 4: 17 20; Luke 8: 4i 15, see also Matt 10: 14; Matt 227 20; Mark 6: 11 Luke 10: 10
T 11;Luke 14: 160 24;Acts 13: 43, 51; Acts 14:47; Acts 17;Acts 18: 6; Acts 19: 8 10etc.

27



The Arise Manifesto Part 2: Evangelism

preached to, converted and forgotten,ibuited into the life of theidocal church community
In just oneexample Peter preaches to the crowdJerusalemandwe hear howi T h o s e
acceptechis message were baptd, and about three thousand were added to their number

that day. They devoted themselvedicet a p o st | e s Ofellowshapctdtihedrgakiagn d t o

of

br ead a f°Theearly Ghristigntharefote walked with, taught, discipland

wh o

instructed those who came to faith within tdontext of their lovindocal church community.

So,

i n summary €

The ¢ hurch should

il
il

)

Keep a relentless focus and intentionalityeeangelism

Help the local church take responsibility for evangelising its local area once the
missionary community has planted it

Build loving, open and radically generous local church communities that attract othg

Individual Christians should

=4 48 -_5_-5_9_9_°_-92°

Be sharing our faith, rather than jus
Pray that God would give us the courage and the words to share our faith

Pray daily for all the people we will be coming into contact whttday to come to faith
Spend lots of time with ne@hristians

Take every opportunity to be sociable and in cosat®on with norChristians

Be radically loving, kind andenerous to all

Pray for healing and other miracles as a witness to Jesus

Turn 6deveryday conversations6 into o6f
mentioning our faith in the context of whatever conversation we are having. Start b
doing this once a day, working up to doing it once with every person we are in
conversatiowi t h during the day. Most wonot
conversation on and thatos fine, but
andmovefroma O6f aith conwvwepeat icomdtalk abdutbIesasn
Keep creating these opportunities and broadcasta@tristianrmessage far and wide
with all we come into conversation wjttather than keep coming back to the edew
who may not be interested

Invite, involve and embed those who do respond in the life of our local church
community

Take time to walk with these people within that local church environment as they as
guestions, explore, come to make a commitment and beyond, truly making disciple

D

rs

t | eav

ai th

be i
some
g and

5K
S, not

just converts

2) WHAT DOES HISTORY TEACH US?

Where have we come from?

Having considered what the Bibleeaches usbout early church evangelisiet us now
consider how their successors fairadd how the growth of the church has waxed and waned
in the2000years sincéFigures 2.3 2.4).

99 Acts 2: 417 47, see also Matt 4: 1822; Matt 9: 9; Matt 16: 24; Matt 19: 21; Matt 28: 120; Acts 5: 14i
16; Acts6: 1; Acts 9: 17 19, 261 28; Acts 13: 42 44; Acts 14: 21; Acts 17: B 7; Acts 19: 9 10 etc.
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Figure 2.4 : Percentage of Christians in each continent 101

Initially, we see a story of phenomenal growth in Africa, Asia and Europe during theddrst

years or so as thearly church continued after New Testament times tav gapidly within the
RomanEmpire, eventually taking it over and expanding far beyond its bound&saa/ Ward

Gasque says in tHatroduction to the History of ChristianityiBy the middle of the second
century, little more than a hundred years after the death and resurrection of Jesus,
flourishing churches existed in nearly all/l
century later, a significant Christian minority existed ialmost every province of the Empire

and also in several countries to the east. After another fifty yearsund AD300, Christians
formed a majority in parts of FindlethgEmpevwor nces
hi mself began to suppot% ThG lisrai hsigely axaiting gnd i n A
encouraging period fra which we have much to learn.

100 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedijarhird Edition (2020), p. 917

101 Barrett D. B. & Johnson,T. M., World Christian Trends(2001), pp. 320i 333; Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G.
A., World Christian Encyclopedijarhird Edition (2020), pp. 919 932

102 Gasque, W. W.The Church Beginism Dowley, T.(Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity2014), p
43, see also ppl2i 159; Shelley, B.Church History in Plain Languag€2013), pp.291 39, 977 104, 518;
Grim, B. J.& Johnson, T.MT he Wor |l dés Re(2018)jpo2dilsetci n Fi gur es
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There therfollowed many centuries when growth @hristianity stalled In Europe pagan

tribes overtook the Western Romamgire bringing about the Darkges and in Asia and

Africa, the Eastern Romannipire was overtaken by the emergence of Isldmthe east
Christianitydeclined under Islam, a trend that continues to this da@peration World one

of the two globally recognisemhost authoritativesources on Christian demography, and one

of the key sources for this report, Jason Mandryk explainsthéwf t er t he Mus |l i m
of the 8" Century, Christianity was suppressed or wiped out in the lands of the Middle East
where the early CHh% dnctie wdstihowsver the dwardh gradoatlyt . 0
reasserted itsel€onverting the pagan peoples of Europes Diarmaid MacCulloch says /&

History Christianityit he Western Church convert (ed) Eur
thousand years which separated Constantine |
twasione of the most successful periods in t1l
became C.HYThesetwodrends resulted irstaticor slightly decliningglobal picture

from the sgenth to the fifteenth centurwith arelatively brief exception in the 12008hen

the Mongol empires decimated the rOhristian populatiors of Asia, and were initially
receptive to Chrisan i t y . This increased the proportio
Christian significantly, before the Mongol empires converted to Islam and brutally repressed

the Christian population, reducing its size again.

After almost a millennium, this stalled global picture begachtange agaiaround 150AD
when Western European Christendom crossieel Atlantic and the age alonial empire
began. Fom around 150@D in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAQ)600AD in North
Americg and 1800AD in Oceania Christianity was introduce@nd rapidly became the

dominant faith St e p hen A Nistaryl of ©hsistias Migstbiyshowsthatii | f we
compare the Christian situation in 1600 with that in 1500, we are aware at once of an
i mmense difference. Europe has burst its bo
in advance of it has go,maedby 18eXi lex palnmo o @V

country the Chur c' Whistanuch of this anthzjng iwarkandiwnéby

missionary communities acting in love, sometimeaversion in tls periodwas forced and
accompaniedy much bloodshed In Church History in Plain LanguageBruce L Shelley

describes hovii At t i m®ecaurtageaus ad selfless Franciscan or Jesuit winning

by perseveringove. At others, it was some troop of ruthless Christian conquerors forcing
baptism upon natives Y dearlysuehanmpproach to misiortih e s w.
completely urBiblical and should never be replicated again.

Globally, growth in theChristianfaith really took off in the nineteenth centuryhis was partly
becausethe largely Christian nations of Europe and North America industrialised and
developed ahead of other parts of the world, increasing their birth rate and thus the overall

103 Mandryk, J.,Operation World (2010), p. 74; see also Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K(Bds.) Atlas of Global
Christianity, (2009); pp. 8, 48 54, 122i 125, 134, 143, 150 153; Bosch, D. JTransforming Missior§1998),
p. 204 etc.

104 MacCulloch, D. A History of Christianity (2010),p. 342; sealso pp. 319 362;Overy, R.(Ed.), The Times
Complete History of the Worl|@015), pp. 105, 108109, 114 115,118 119, 1221 126;Marr, A., A History
of the World (2013), pp. 180, 180192 etc.

105Neill, S.,A History of Christian Mission$1990),pp. 150, 177; see also the rest of pp. 122D4;Dowley, T.
(Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity2014), pp348i 353, 368 384;MacCulloch, D.A History of
Christianity, (2010), pp689i 731 etc.

106 Shelley, B.,Church History in Plain Languagg2013), p. 292, see algmp. 2937 302; Bosch, D. J.,
Transforming Missiof1998),pp. 226i 23, 236i 237, 274 275, 302" 313;0very, R(Ed.), The Times Complete
History of the World(2015), pp170i 171 etc.
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proportion of the worl dés p o phe bthet mappnfactorhat w
during this period was the incredibheork of the nineteenth centuryd®estant missionary
movementwhich brought the gospel to lands which had never heard it before throughout the
European colonial empires and beyorRatrick Johnstone describes this phenomenon in his

book The Church is Bigger than you Thjnk | t was a movement t hat ,
weaknesses, was to lead to an astonishing and unprecedentethsiym and growth of the

Church over tte following 200 years. Over the period the largely isolated, introspective
Protestant Church in northwest Europe was transformed into a global medtiltural family

of churches in which those of Eur%Ypean ori gi

However, in the last century this positive trend has flattenedstamtedto reverse. This is

primarily due to the enormous growth of atheism and agnosticidfanope, latin America

and the Caribbean AC), North Americaand Oceania The second edition of th&/orld

Christian Encyclopdia describes thisast he met eori c growth of sec
forms é From a miniscule presence stermshdd9 00, é
mushroomed to 20.8%fdhe globe by 1980. Although as aglobalpercentagehis hadeen

declining again since the late twentieth centwigh religion proving to bemore robust than

once suspected Neverthelessin absolute numbersgtheism and agnosticisifiere today

increasing at anextraordinary rate of 8.5 million new converts each year, and are likely to

reach one billionadherents soon. A large percentage of their members are the children,
grandchildren or greatgrandchildren of persons who in their flietimes were practicing
Christians. No Christian strategist in 1900 had envisaged such a massive rate of defection

from Christianity withinits 19"-c ent ury h*¥ar tl ands. 0

More encouraginglywe @an see this decline being gavffset by the staggering growth in the

number ofconverts to Christianity from traditional animist faitlespeciallyin sulzSaharan
Africainthe lastcenturyT he Wor | d 6 s R e anotlger wonk somithe Ceftredou r e s
the Study of Global Christianity,ledeshowii Over t he past 100 years A
the most profound transformation in religious populations of any continent. The most
dramatic numerical increase of Christians in the world occurred on the continent in the
twentieth century, growing froni1 million (9.3%) in 1910to@4mi | | i on (48. 3%) b
In recent decadeAsian countriessuch aChina and Koreghave also seetlynamicgrowth,

fori Of t he ( tieswith h@fastest Ghustian growth between 1910 and 2010, seven
were in Africa and t hr ekelO,jthe fatestigewthéis foundint he p
Asia (seven countries)¥®nd Africa (three cou

107 Johnstone, PThe Church is Bigger than you Thijr(#998), p. 27, see also pp.281, 83, 94 101;Neill, S.,

A History of Christian Missions(1990), pp. 2131 334; Dowley, T. (Ed.), Introduction to the History of
Christianity, (2014), pp472i 493 etc.

108 Barrett, D. B., Johnson, T. M. & Kurian, G. World Christian Encyclogdia, Second Edition(2001),p. 5,
see als@p. 37 5; Christianity in its Global Context, 1970202Q Center for the Study of Global Christianity,
(2013), pp. 7, 44 53, 62i 67; Mandryk, J.Operation World (2010), pp. 4, 16, 51, 7487 etc.

109Grim, B. J.& Johnson, T.MT he Wor |l do6s Re[(2018)jpm 81s14,isee alsoipg L1638,
8171 83, 115, 210, 21Barrett D. B.,& Johnson,T. M., World Christian Trends(2001) pp. 31 5, 9, 75, 843,
911, 918; Johnstone, Fhe Church is Bigger than you Thjr(#998), pp. 101 115 etc.
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Figure 2.5: There has been staggering growth in the church in Africa in the last
century .

Taken togethethese trendshowthatglobally, Christianity has been islight decline for the

last centuryand moredropping from 34% of the global population1900to 32% in 2020.

David B Barrett androdd M Johnsorbring thistogether into a profoundhallengefor all

Christiansin their book World Christian Trendsi The most startling sta
persons unfamiliar with it, is that the percentage of Christians in the world has remained
virtually unchanged at 34% year after year since 1900. The fact conceals the reality that (a)
Christianity has made enorma progress, especially numerically, in many areas of the

world throughout the twentieth century, but (b) at the same time it has also suffered
catastrophic losses in many other unrelated areas.si& The two trends have exactly
cancell ed each other out €é One i mmediate con
which consists of norChristians has also remained virtually unchanged at 66% since 1900.

In a vast range of secular measures, sual the huge medical endeavour to stamp out

disease and epidemics worldwide, or the global attempt to increase literacy to 100% any

percentage stuck at 34% for a whole century
110

0Barrett D. B.,& Johnson,T. M., World Christian Trendg(2001), p.75
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Fig ure 2.7 : Percentage of evangelical Christians in the total population of each
continent 112

It is worth noting that beneath this total figiine@hichincludsa | ot of very &énomi
belief T in recent decadeshe proportion of the total population in every contindrt
describei t sel f as d6éevangelical 6, Opentecostal o

(after declining for most of thementieth century)Figures 2.6i 2.7). This offers some
encouragementAccording toBruce L Shelley irChurch History in Plan Languagé Mo d e s t
assessments claim they account for just more than one in four Christians today, though the
number and i nfl uence?’® Ohaoyrselihere anairillionsgfrdevaut e r . 0
Christians of every denomination, many of whom would not identify with these labels, but this

does at least give us some sense of the different picatveeenrd n o mi nat é memndt ed 6

Christian belief.

111 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedijarhird Edition (2020), p. 918

112 3ohnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedijarhird Edition (2020), pp. 919 932
1135helley, B.Church History in Plain Languagé€2013), p.498, see alpp.4941 506;Christianity in its Global
Context, 1970 202Q Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), pj.8, 161 19; Johnson, T. M. &
Ross, K. M.(Eds.) Atlas of Global Christianity(2009); pp541 55, 67, 76/ 79, 96, 105, 115, 139, 174193,
265, 291 etc.

33



The Arise Manifesto Part 2: Evangelism

Patterns of conversion

Looking back across the 1a8000 years or morewe see that where thdwarch has been
operating in predominantly pagapolytheistic or animist regionst has generally been
successful in winning widespread converts. This thascase in the ancient Romamjgire,
Europe in the Dark Agesr subSaharan Africandparts of Asiaduring the coloniahnd post
colonialperiod. Where it has encountered moeselogedbelief systemsespeciallyin Asia,
conversion ratelave been slower As David J Bosch commentsTnansforming Missiom b y
and large, Christianity has not been very successful among those peoples who are adherents
to what often (perhaps incorrectly) is termed the great religiohsislam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, eta 14 However, in the last few decades we are beginning ta pesitive trend
in these areams wel| with large numbers converting to Christianitycountriessuch asiorea,
China and amongst the dalits in Indfta.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%

m Others

m Nonreligious

m Animist

%

m Chinese folk-religionist

Buddhists
20%
10% Hindus
0% m Muslims
S -
K m Christians
Figure 2.8 : Changes in the percentage of global religious adherents of different faiths

since 1900 6

Conversely,hiere aréwo broad historicatontexts where theharch has declinedThe first is

in the geographic areas covered by Islsinte the seventh centuryThe second isn the
western world from theéime of the eighteenth centurynkghtenmentand especially since
1900, wherethe dwurch has lost assive numbers to agnosticism attleism The future
global religious picture is effectively a race between Christianity, Islam and
agnosticism/atheism.As Operation Worldputs it,t A Cul t ur al infl uence,
birthrates would indicate that global religious dominance will be contested by three main
forcesi Christianity, Islam and nonreligion. All other faiths are limited to a specific region
and/or are not growing. Nosreligious people ted to have the lowest birthrates, but the
trend toward secularisation in many parts of the world has sustained and even swelled their
numbers. Proportionately, few convert to Islam, but high birthrates and low apostasy rates
have propelled Islam to 22,9% the human population. Christianity has declideslightly

114Bosch, D. J.Transforming Missiorf1998),p. 477, see alspp. 4761 481;T. M. & Ross, K. M.(Eds.) Atlas
of Global Christianity (2009); pp6 1 15, 341 35, 44i 45, 601 65, 1347 153; Johnstone, PThe Church is
Bigger than you Think1998), pp. 11% 116, 213, 265 268 etc.

115 Christianity in its Global Context, 1970202Q Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), pp34
T 37; Mandryk, J.Operation World (2010),pp. 4, 8, 59 60, 66;Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.) Atlas of
Global Christianity (2009); pp48, 134, 142, 144 etc.

116 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian EncyclopediaThird Edition (2020), pp. 918
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from 34.5% in 1990d 32.3% in 2010. The precipitous decline of the past 30 years in Europe
has been offset by the growth in Asia and Africa. Where it does occur, Christian growth has
beenfrom both conversion and natural birthrated!’ It is worth looking at these two areas
of special challenge in a little more detail.

Agnosticism/atheism is a special challenge

The west has experienced a dramatic decline in bétefasuredhrough declining church
attendance and other indicatosnce the Enligtenment, but especially in the twentieth
century. This has come out of a growing understanding of science which gsiestinal
interpretation of some of the early parts of Genasid,over time has led &owiderquestioning
of Christian faith.

Figure 2.9: Agnostici sm/atheism is a special challenge in the w est, where the church
has dramatically declined in the last century

The dwrch has noyet found away to reinvent itself and to communicate thesgel in a

mannerthat recaptures theastern public mingdin order tobring about alramatic reversal in

this decline somethingwe desperately need to see. eVdre still to discover a pest
Enlightenment Christianity that has mass popular appeermaid MacCulloch captures this

challenge as he closes his sweepiAgHistory of Christianity i The more i nter .

117 Mandryk, J.Operation World (2010),p. 21, see alspp. 16 221 27, 38i 40, 63i 66, 697 71, 741 87;The
Future of World ReligionsPew Research Center, (201Bprrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. M\World Christian
Trends (2001), pp. 8, 39 40, 527 53, 60, 7384, 761i 769, 843 844, 91% 918 etc.
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conundrum for Christianity is a society in which polite indifference has replaced the battles

of the twentieth century: Europe, which is not so much a continent as a state of mind, to be

found equally in Canada, Australasia and a significant part of the itéd States. Can there

be a new Christian message of tragedy and triumph, suffering and forgiveness to Europeans
and those who think |like them? e Can the ma
will remake religion for a society which has decidedo do wi'®hout it ?0

Muslim -majority countries are a special challenge

Alongside the decline of Christianity in thaest, the other major area of decline has been right
across the Muslim worldThere are two obvious institutional beliefs vinthslam whichhelp
explainthe massive decline of tlehurchin areas that have come under Islamic domination

The first is the dhimmi system. In classical Islam the world is divided into Muslims, other
peoples of the book (Jews and Christiarem)d polytheists (animists, polytheists etc.).
According to historic Islamic scripture atradiion, polytheistsare simply to be converted or
executed, whilspeoples of the boolire permitted to continue in their traditions as dhimmi
peoples, tolerated minorities. Whilst dhimmis were not forced to comlveytwere subjected

to numerous restrictions, institutionalised discrimination &ticus,over the centuriesvhere
predominantly Christian regions the Middle EastNorth Africa and other areas came under
Islamic dominancehere has been a constant pressure to convert to Islam in order to enjoy the
full benefits of societyThis has resulted in gradual dwindling of Christiapopulations in

these areas Thus, n A History of Christian MissionStephen Neill notes that after the Arab
conquestsChristiansi suf f er ed certain hardships, and h:
privilege. They were secordass citizens and tapayers, and could never hope to rank with

the Muslim overlordsé A number of Christians rose comparatly high in government

service, though there was ceaseless pressure on them to improve their position by turning
Musl im, and a great many of them yielded to
lost their dominant position in government and in theorld of thought. They were
constantly drained of their resources throug
This is a trend which continues toddy.

Alongside thisissueis the classical Islamic teaching of apostasy. Under thisanieadult

maleMuslim who converts to another faith should be executé@. human rights organisation

Christian Solidarity Worldwidesets this out in @éigorous studyof the fate of apostatésom

Islam, No Place to Call Homeifi Al t hough the Qurdéan does not
punishment for apostasy, the vast majority of traditional Islamic theology and jurisprudence

has advocated the death penalty for a mentally sane male apostate dedorg

i mpri sonment or harsh tredheseBnt adiotri oan afl e nvail
apostasy continue to domilmthet reodem ovgridtheaeath Mu s | i |
penalty for apostagg seldom enforceeven in the mostxtreme sties However, even when

it is not, apostasy remains illegal in more th@venty nations andindividual converts face

massive persecution and rejection from society and their own familidsp o st at es ar e
to gross and wideanging human rights abuses including extraudicial killings by state

related agents or mobs; honour killings by family members; detention, imprisonment,

118MacCulloch, D. A History of Christianity(2010), p1016; see alsBosch, D. J.Transforming Missioi(1998),
pp. 3497 519 Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.) Atlas of GlobalChristianity, (2009); ppb5, 104i 105 etc.
119 Neill, S., A History of Christian Missiong1990), p. 55, see algmp. 56, 1127 114, 1797 180, 444i 448;
MacCulloch, D. A History of Christianity (2010), pp261i 263, 273 278, 483, 495 499, 854 855, 920i
927, 1005Dowley, T.(Ed.), Introduction to the History of Christianity2014), pp190, 208, 579 etc.
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torture, physical and psychologicahtimidation by security forces; the denial of access to

judicial services and social services; the denial of equal employment or education
opportunities; social pressure resulting in loss of housing and employment; andtdaday
discrimination and ostracism in eduden, finance and social activities. The affect of all

this on the personal lives of apostatsd their families can be significantandfar e ac hi ng. 0
120 Taken together with the dhimmi lawhis results in both a pressure to convert to Iskamd

a barrier which prevents Muslims from converting out of Islam into Christianity or any other
faith.

Figure 2.10: The Muslim -world is a special challenge to reach with the gospel

There are several important caveats to note when considering this sensitive subject. First, when
this system emerged in the seventh centuryattoevance of dhimmi peoples to continue to

live and worshipunder significant restrictions was nevertheless considerably more enlightened,
moderate and tolerant thahe behaviour othe Christian church at the time and in later
centuries. Seconavhilst this is demonstrably the position of classical Islamic theglobas

very often not been followed to the letter in many Muslim majority countries, any more than
Christian countries or churches have alwi®wed orthodox Christian teachingThus,at

many points irhistory, dhimmis and other peoples have been treated with considerably more
tolerancewhilst at othertimes,they have been treated even more harshityy executionor
forcedconvesion For example, irA History of ChristianityDiarmaid MacCulloch describes

how in the nineteenth centuiyt he Ot t oman rul erés pursuit of
brought modernising reforms in edicts of 1839 and 1856 which dismantled the millet system

of separate religious communities. This provoked a good deal of resentment from Muslims,

120 No place to call homeCSW, (2008). 4; see also pp. il 116 Which countries still outlaw apostasy and
blasphemyPew Research Center, (29 Jul 202eill, S., A History of Christian Mission$1990), pp. 56, 117,
179, 359, 424tc.
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who now saw former secord | ass status groups clyatintheequal i
same century the Ottoman empire also favw s eri es of massacres of
mountain communities by Kurds andiiavhsadr iiess nox
massacres of Armenians in the Caucasus and further south during the 1890s, which
included the burning alive in 1895 of several thousand Armenians in their cathedral in

Ur f.1& &inally, it is important to note that many Muslim academics, theologians, secularists,
moderates and liberals would today challenge this historic traditional position of itslam

relation toboth dhimmi and apostasy lawAgain, as Christian Solidarity says in their report

No Place to Call Homei An i ncreasing number of contem
particularly those residing in the West, have called foragev al uati on of the sh
on the death penalty for apostasy and return to a more faithful interpretation based on the

Qu r 6 #nNewertheless, despite these important consideratiotis historically andoday

Christians and other neMuslims in most majorityMuslim contextsface a degree of
institutionalised discriminationn the form of pressure to converind an abhorrence of
apostasywhich has prevented Muslims from converting to other faiths.

Local church evangelism becomes the primary factor for the future

Despite thesareas of setback and challenge, to@dwyistianity is the largest religion in the
world, with approximately a third of all people identifying themselves as Christians.
Christianity is also the most globalised religion. It is the majority religion in every continent
in the world except Asia. Churches exist in every country, although imasahey are
underground due to persecutioBut of over 230 countries and independent territories in the
world today, here are only1 with a resident Christian patation of less than 5% and orl9

with less than 1%2° Therefore,although there istill a need to send out small groups of
Christians asmissionary communitieso plant new local churches ianreached places
(particularly in Muslimmajority countries),in many ways the job of the missionary
communities is largelgompleted The ¢wrch has been planted around the wanitdl the bulk

of the evangelism that needs to take placky shoulde focused on effective local church
evangelism by ordinary Christigri&ke youand me.

For examplein the UK, the evangelist] John quotes survey resuliadicatingwhy people

who are nbyet Christians come to churcfiheseshowii 1 % come because they
by Christians, 2% come becausetbé church programmét hey d6ve come al ong
club, a senior citizendlunch, toddler group and so on, 3% come because of bereavement,

3% come because of Sunday school, 6% walk through the door because they see some
publicity, 8% come because of thenonmteronclurcts on a l
staff, nd 77 % come because fr i e ®ichiarly,ocspeakingdbaut i ves
church growth in AsiaOperation Worldssaysh The r ecent growth of the
been through tle work of national workers, local evangelists and ordinary believers. These
churches are, mag than ever, Asian in structure, style and leadershiptaking forms

relevant forthose they are trying to reachand again specifically in reference to South Asia,

121 MacCulloch, D. A History of Christianity (2010),p. 855, see alspp. 259 267, 273i 278, 483, 495 499,
854, 9201 927, Freedom of religion and theersecution of Christians 201®pen Doors, (2016), pp. 3, 5i 8
23; Overy, R(Ed.), The Times Complete History of the WoR15), pp. 112, 156, 252 etc.

122No place to call homeCSW, (2008)p. 4; see alspp. 6, 25, 27 31, 33; Donnelly, JUniversal Human Rights
in Theory and Practicg2013),pp. 797 80; Moving Away from the Death Pengl@HCHR, (2015), pp. 198
200 etc.

123 Johnson, T. M. & Zurlo, G. AWorld Christian Encyclopedialhird Edition (2020)
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but which could be applied to any contindhtT h e v a st ingdgmancreaseyin thosf K
region is through the faithful witness of indigenous believers sharing the good news village

by vill age anAdgain vaitimgin aniptroductianrto.the History of Christianity

W Ward Gasque show this same approach being used to enormousl@fiegtthe Roman

Empire, one of the most successful periods of mass evangelism in higtarly Christianity

in no way depended solely upon professional leaders for its practice and growth. Each
Christian was both O&épriestd and Omissionary/
Chri st wi tThe poirt fsfirther reinforced by MichaelA Smith in the same
publicationi Per s on al witness was by far the most
Christians, because it was the easiest to organise. Personal friendship formed the basis for

bring ng many peopl e t o Chr ididanswthli@ed rroeducatne nt i on
seized every opportunity to witness to people, and even when confronted by educated pagans
woul d not stop pu¥hing their opinions. o

I N

1171, ,‘.
M

%

Figure 2.11 The vast majority of people who become Christians do so through the
witness of friends and family. Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and
equipping of ordinary Christians to successfully share their faith with confidence.

The amazing power of local congregatienof ordinary Christiansbeing mobilised for
friendship evangelism can be demonstrated by using a simple thought expéfignaels 2.12

T 2.13) Imagine a dynamic and successful missionary with a major global, redach
successfully converts an incredible 10,000 people every year. 34fgears of this astonishing
ministry, they will have converted a staggering 340,000 people. Conversely, imagine yourself
a normal, average everyday Christian. Instead of 10,000 pegateyourself a far, far less

124 3ohn, J.The Natural Evangelism Cours@014), p. 37; Mandryk, XQperation Worlg (2010), pp. 19, 60, 66
Gasque, W. WThe Church Beging Smith, M. A.,Spreading the Good Newa Dowley, T. (Ed.)|ntroduction
to the History of Christianity(2014), pp. 44, 59 60 etc.
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ambitious, bummore realistic target of convertingst one person every yeahext, imagine

that person also manages to convert just one person each year, and that person also converts
just one person a yeand so on. Thuysn the first year there is just one of you, after another

year theraretwo, the year after that theaeefour and so on. If we continue this process for

the same period &4 yearswe reach the staggering total of 8,589,934,592 converts, more than

the entire population of thdgmet. Throughout this wholgeriod oftime, you as the starting
individual have only converteBdp eop | e, compared to ourtstell:
the collective impact of theharch mobilised, empowered and confident to shareitis has
transformed the world.
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Figure 2.12 : Local friendship evangelism vs professional evangelist
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Figu re 2.13: Local friendship evangelism vs professional evangelist y first 20 years

This thought experimentbtecomes even more staggering when we consideolivaiuslywe

a r esmading in a world with only one Christian. As we saw egrbee in three paple is
already a Christian; 2.billion. If every Christian already in the world today were to truly
grasp the potential of this simple friendship evangelism maadel each commit to seek to
convert just one person each year, we would seerntire &orld converted to Christianiip

less than two years. Of course, the real world isenaomplex than this statistical exercise
Christians are not distributed equally and many, or even most of us, are not active in
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evangelism. Nevertheless, the point is clear that it is the grassroots personal evangelism of
people like you and me that has the potential to yield the bigegests, if we can be equipped,
trained and mobilisetf®

WHERE DO WE NEED TO GO NEXT?

There are a number of key lessons that we can extract from our consideration of evangelism
overthe last2000years, to help form part of our vision for achieving a better world.

Missionary communities

Our examination of historyndicates thatmissionary communities have been extremely
effective in church planting around the worahd as a result it isowlocd church evangelism
from the churches they have planted which will be mrsagtificant for the future. However,
there is still an important role for missionary communiéird somekey lessonsve can draw
from historyas major priorities for the church in the tweffitgt century. First, the church
shouldprioritise reaching the Islamic warhs one othetwo major areas in the world where
the gospel has failed to have significantpact In othercountries such as thosehere the
gospelhas come up against significant resistance from athgrsistic Hindu and Buddhist
belief systemsthere are large indigenous chioes that can lead evangelisim large parts of

the Islamicworld hi s i s jaddtmisdiohaey camenandies still have a major role to.play
As the Centreforth&t udy of GI obal Clgistianitysntits @lobal Contéxs r ep o
saysi The countries in which there is | east o

overwhelmingly Muslimmajority countries. On aegional basis, only 10% of individuals in
Western Asia and 11% in Northern Africa are thought to have personal contact with a
Chr i s % Theneforga key priority must be toontinueto research, develop and support
effective wag of reaching Muslims with theogpe] and to supportlocal churches and
underground believers in Muslimajority nations to send out more missionary communities
to plant local churchesoth in their own countrieand neighbouring Muslirmajority nations

Another lesson for the church is thlaé gospel travelsnore easilywithin cultures than across

them Thereforemissionay communitieshould be sertb plant church&from social groups

that are as culturally and ethnically close as possible to those they are seeking tdrreach.
Operation World Jason Mandrykotes that in South Asia whilst there is mstitcessi t h e

gospel has rareljjumped across ethneinguistic or caste boundarie® andthat to do so
requiresthai new | anguages, n e wo desu lotfu rneisn iasntdr.yn enwu snte
Where churches have been phenomenally successful it is precisely bécalse s e c hur ch
are, more than ever, Asian in structure, style and leadershipking forms relevant for those

t hey ar e tr ySimiagy, ih AfricafieTahceh . wa s t bul k of Afri c:
Muslim many of them practicing an African brand of folk Islam. As demonstrated/\fest

Africa, East Africa and elsewhere, seBaharan Africans can be extremely effective at
winning Muslims to Jesus and aCoesequentyn@hes o t o

125 Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.) Atlas of Global Christianity (2009); pp.316 319; Barrett, D. B. &
Johnson, T. M.World Christian Trends(2001), pp. 759 769; Mandryk, J.Operation World (2010), p. 19 etc.
126 Christianity in its Global Context, 1970202Q Center for the Study of Global Christianity, (2013), §psee
also p. 79The Future of World Religion®ew Research Center, (2015p. 51 18, 251 26, 291 37, 40, 43, 47
T 52,701 80, 143i 150, 154 165;Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. MWorld Christian Trends(2001), pp97 10,
40, 52i 58, 60, 73, 80 84, 761i 769, 912 918 etc.
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missionary force is increasingly African and muitontinental and less Western. Much
sensitivity and humilityis required for effective ministry that reaches the unevangelised and
defers to the maturity and viAsPhidmBalosaysihnhe gr
Critical Mass his study of the dynamics of human group behavidur,r ans mi ssi on of
ideas depends on how much Jd% Mmmwel asgseraliogn d  a |
missionary communitieshé church shouldlsomakemaximumuse ¢ multi-media channels

such as radio, TMnternetand of courseBible translation and scripture resources. These are
ministries that have been usedcredibly effectively b spread the @gpel particularly to

isolated and hostile argamver the lasiOOyears'?® Soi n summary &

The ¢ hurch should

1 Focusresearch and resources on reachthg Islamic world

1 Send missionary communities from social groups that are as culturally and ethnically
closeas possibl¢o those they are seeking to reach

1 Make effective use of radio, TV and imet ministriedo shareghe gspel

Local church evangelism

The lessons from history indicatieat the simple sharing of faithy ordinary Christiansvith

local friends, family and neighboyrshould be the key focus for drivireyangelismaround

the worldin the twentyfirstcentury. Wi | | i am Car ey, the famous 06f &
saw this asBruce L Shelley describes Dhurch History in Plain Languagéi He hel d t ha
the foreign missionary can never make more than a small contribution to the
accomplishment of the work that has to be done, and tiharefore the development of the

| ocal ministry is the first an®&milyDaviddst of
Boschin Transforming Missionlike so many other experts in this area, rightly celebrates the

crucial role that ordinary Christians played in the growtlthef early church in the Roman

Empire oneof the most successful periods of Christian growth in historpf f ar gr e a't
significance for mission than the ministry of the peripatetic preacher or the monk was the
conductofear y Chri stians, the o6l anguage of | ovebd
final analysis it was not the miracles of itinerant evangelists and wandering monks that
impressed the populademiracle workers were a familiar phenomenon in the ancient wbrl
Tbut the exempl ary | i.Hegoesordlamentdhasineethgttimn@h r i s
AFor al most nineteen centuries and in virt
understood almost exclusively in terms of the serviceaf d ai n e d Hethemightyer s .
celebragsthatwe are now beginning to return to that original understanding of the enormous
potential of ordinary Christians for mission, forT he movement away fr om
monopoly of ordained men to ministry as thresponsibility of the whole people of God,
ordained as well as nowordained, is one of the most dramatic shifts taking place in the
chur ch Qrasdaig B Barett andTodd M Johnson put it iiorld Christian Trends

Al't is important to realise that evangel i si
almost entirely of lay persons non-ordained, nonprofessional Christians, engaged full

time in secular occupations in the secular world. In the vast majority @firistian

ti
ua
0

127 Mandryk, J., Operation World (2010, pp. 66, 60, 34, 38all, P.,Critical Mass (2005),p. 427; see also pp.
42871 436;Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.) Atlas of Global Christianity(2009); pp487 49, 104, 138, 142
T 144 etc.

128 Johnstone, PThe Church is Bigger than you Thind998), pp. 230 240; Mandryk, J., Operation World
(2010, pp. 97 10, 13, 60, 64 65, 691 70;Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. MWorld Christian Trends(2001), pp.
5, 8,421 45, 6391 650, 684 691, 765, 843 844 etc.
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denominations acrosghe world, the laity number iom 99.0% to 99.9% of the entire

member ship of the church € In 1954 the WCCO6s

Evangelismst at ed, Oo6Laymen are on the frontier, seEe
equip the people of God for its mission. o |
people who are outsiders or even (in many parts of the world) persons who akangelised

or unreached ¥y the Gospel .o

Therefore, the church must prioritise the training and equipping of ordinary Christians to
successfully share their faith with confidence, in order to see a real step chisneggiiccessful
sharing of the gspel. This is why Arise hasdeveloped Equipped to Share
(www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equippedshare, a free course of five sessions that can be run
in any local church, to empower individual Christians to talk with confidence about their faith,
as our contribution to this crucial prioritfhecourse alstielps us tanake our church services
welcomingand relevant plasgo invite our norChristian friends.

Figure 2.14: We muste nsure our local churches are places where people are warmly
welcomed, and can find love and friendship

We must expand our concept of the local church, from a single congregation meeting in a single
building to a networked local church, where many communities can meet around a core
congregational space. These can include small groups, Alpha groups, sispigleurses,

mothers and toddlers groups, mmidce e k s ervices, menbd6és and women
older peoples groups, the group that meets in the pub on Sunday night, the church football team
etc. All of these groups are equally valid parts oftavorked local church where ndrelievers

129 Shelley, B.,Church History in Plain Languag€2013), p 391;Bosch, D. J.Transforming Missior{1998),
pp. 191, 467, see also pp. 192, 21212, 468i 474;Barrett, D. B. & Johnson, T. MWorld Christian Trends
(2001),p. 667, see alspp.66571 674, 765Mandryk,J., Operation World (2010, pp. 19, 60, 66 etc.
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can be invited, make friends, settle into and be discipled. As Nicky Gumbel, leader of the

enormously successful global evangelism movement, Alpha, hasisBid¢ o p | e wi | | cCo
church for many reasons, but they will stay foronlyoné r i ends hi p. Peopl e
for a friendly <church; theyore | ookLocay for

churches that are structured in such a way to foster, build and support those friendships will be
the most successfdf® As local churches get larger as more people join them as a result of
successful friendship evangelism by ordinary Christians, they will need to further split and sub
divide into new local churches in the same area.

To further assisthis process of locathurch based friendship evangeligiee church should

focus research ancesources on reaching the péstlightenmentagnostic/atheist astern

world. As we have seethe future of faith in ou world is largely arace between Islam,
Christianity and agnosticism/atheism. We have alredibervedthat having impact in the

Muslim world ismainly a job for missionargommunitiego plant local churches where they

are lacking However, in the posChristian western worlglocal churches exist but are in
dramatic decline. As the Atlas of Global Christianityputs it fiDiscernible today is a
globalisation of secularism and pluralism, which are becoming the Zeitgeist in the
postmodern West and beyond €é Christianity i
Christianity has ceased to be an atffdlecti ve
church has yeto develop a way of communicating Christianity to the {irdightenment
agnostic/atheist world that has widespread popular traction and this must be a majoA$ocus.

we do this, prticularfocus must be placed on young people. There is a large amount of
academic researcuggestinghat most people make major decisions about their world view,

such agoming to follow Jesysn their formative yearsAfterwards,many of course wiltill

come to know Jesus, butiécomes harder for them takethat step

History shows thatvhen the church has experienced rapinvth, such agluring:the ancient

Roman Enpire theEuropearDark Agesthe colonialand postcolonialperiodof SulbSaharan

Africa; or within parts of Asia todaythere has been the sense in the zeitgeist of Christianity as

an emergingconfidentforce and the faith of the future.Thus, inA History of Christian

Missions Stephen Neill wtes of the church in the Romampire it he f avour abl e
of the emperor produced a complete change in the situation of the Christian Church. From
obscurity it emerged into brilliance, from obloquy to the height of popularity. Crowds
pressed into it €& Chr ihemajoatyadfmen, theraas nofv,domlhi onab
it convenient to follow the fashion. It seems likely that the number of Christians in the
empire at | east quadrupled itselWeseesimiarhe cer
cultural momentum with the growth of Islam in Asia awith Africa during the Middle ges

(and argualylin the west today)and with agnosticism/atheism in tvestduringthe twentieth

century®®?

Re-capturing the culturanoodand the zeitgeiss key forChristianityto beonce more seen
asthe faith of the future In our modern worldthis overwhelmingly meanthatthe dwrch

B¥Nicky Gumbel: oO6People come to chfuricén Cwistiangidalayy r easo
(2014); see also Bosch, D. Transforming Missiot§1998), p. 414; Dowley, T. (Ed.ptroduction to the History

of Christianity, (2014), pp. 44, 58 60, 62, 586 etc.

131 ee, M.,Future of Global Christianityin Johnson, T. M. & Ross, K. MEds.) Atlas of Global Christianity

(2009);pp. 1041 105, see also p. 5Bosch, D. J.Transforming Missiorf1998), pp. 349 519; Gladwell, M.,

The Tipping Point(2015) etc.

132 Neill, S., A History of Christian Missiong1990),p. 41, see alspp.2571 26, 351 36, 40, 288 289;Bosch,

D. J.,Transforming Missiorf1998), pp191i 194;MacCulloch, D. A History of Christianity (2010), pp164i

165 etc.
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must drawon lessons from fieldsuch agpsychology, sociology and marketirtg craft and
communicate a positive and attractive picture of Christianity thrthugimedia As Malcolm
Gladwell says imThe Tipping Pointhis famous book on runaway social phenomenae trer

real answerstothet wo si mpl e questions that || ie at
accomplish as educators, parents, marketdrgsiness people, and policymakers. Why is it
that some ideas or behaviours or products

we do to deliberately start a,fodultimatetyfi Ther posi

is a simple way to package information that, under the right circumstances, can make it

rresistible. Al *Soowm mawmenatry &o is find

The ¢ hurch should

T

Massively bcus on trainingand empoweringrdinary Christian#n local congregations
to share thgospelconfidently and naturallyith their friends, family and neighbours

through initiatives | i ke Ariseb6s Equi|jpped
www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equippedshare

1 Make church services as welcoming as possible tebetiavers

1 Promote networked local churchaghere the focus is on multiple congregational spages
around the main meetingmall groupsvhere norChristians can be invited, such as
Alpha groups, discipleship courses, mother and toddler groupsymieé k s er vi ces
and women6s meetings, youth groups, ol der
pub on Sunday night, the church football team etc

1 Subdivide churches into multiple local churches in the same area when they become too
full to make meeting together practical

1 Particularly focus research aresources on communicating the gospel effectively to the
postEnlightenment agnostic/atheisestern world

1 Particularly focus on communitiag the gspel effectively to young people

1 Proactively engage with the meggaojecting a positive image of Christianity which
creates fertile cultural soil for conversion

PRIORITISE

Taken togethethese lessons from the Bible and history provide a detailed pl#refciurch
and for us as individual Christiarn® be released into powerful wortthanging evangelism.
They are all importanand they all need to be dondowever, if we could do just one thing it
must be to é

T

Massively focus on training and empowering ordinary Christians in local congregati
to share the gospel confidently and naturally with their friends, family and neighbou
t hrough initiatives | ike Arisebs Equi
www.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equippedshare

ons
rs

pped

We have seen how it is ordinary peqgpike you and me, sharing our faith powerfully and
effectively that will hae the greatest impact for thegpel. This is why Arise hasgeveloped
Equipped to Sharewfvw.ariseuk.org/campaigns/equippedshard, a free course of five
sessions that can be run in any local church, to empower individual Christians to talk with
confidence about their faitls our contribution to this crucial prioritysor thechurch to be

138 Gladwell, M., The Tipping Point(2015), pp. 14, 132; see alsi@ath, C. & Heath, DMade to Stick(2008)
Ball, P.,Critical Mass (2005) etc.
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most strategic and see the biggest results in this crucial area of evangellsoald put less
emphasis oprofessional evangelists, ralliedogans and conferendes evangelism Instead

it shouldfocus ontraining am equipping individual Christras to share the gospel confidently,
effectively and naturally witltheir friends,family and neighboursreleasing a workforcef
billions with the potential to convert the worhdthin a generation.
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Social
Justice

PART 3: DISCIPLESHIP

Once we have come into a personal relationship with Jesus, there begins a lifelong journey of
growing deeper in our faith. Having considered what needs to happen in our world in our first
area of evangelism, we now turn to second: discipleship. In thisR of the report we will

rely solely on what the Bible because there is no readily available statistical information
relating to t he discipleshigdvér the la200Dyeare Bogunately {(ahd
unsurprisingly) there is no shortage of excellent lessons we can distil from the Bible to guide
us in our discipleship. As iRart 2 we have grouped these lessons tiogreunder particular
themes.

1) WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?
Prayer

The foundation of our relationship with Goand the primary way communication flows

between usis prayer. Throughout the Old and New Testamethte people of God are
instructed to prayegularly to m, for we hear how they shoufdi n e v e r,pypsyet uat i o
and petition, with thanksgiving, presenby r r e g u e s'£* sThey ddl thiS wigkn tidey

met together as a communijtijke the early Christians in Jerusalemwh@ | |  j oi ned t o
constant | y®° Thayalgodia thigprivately as individuals, ort-one with Godl

often going avay to find a quiet place where thepw! d n 6t b e asiJasusectamyu pt e d

did. We frequentlyread howi Very early in the morning, whi
up, |l eft the house and went o%Apracicalwayol i t ar
do thistodayst o ensure that we all h ideally fird thidgani | vy 0 ¢

themorningJ esus then gave us a wonder fiiuTlth inso,d etlh etnc

134 Phil 4: G see also PsalmMlatt 6: 57 13; Mark 1: 35 Luke 9:28; Luke 11: 17 13; John 16: 23i 24; Acts 2:
42; Roms12: 12 Eph 6: 18 19; Col 4: 2i 4; 1 Thess 5: 1;/Hebs 5: 7James 5: 18 18; Jude 1: 2@tc.

135 Acts 1: 14 see alsd Sam 7: 5Joel 1: 14Matt 18: 191 20; Luke 9: 281 36; Acts 3: I Acts 4: 247 31; Acts
12: 51 12; Acts 16: 25 Acts 20: 36 Acts 21: 5etc.

B6Mark 1: 12, 35see also 1 Kings 198Jatt 4: 1; Matt 6: 5 6; Matt 14: 13, 23; Matt 15: 29; Mt 26: 36/ 46;
Mark 6: 46; Mark 14: 32 42; Luke 4: 1, 42; Luke 5: 16 .uke 6: 12;Luke 9:18; Luke 22: 39 46 etc.
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i's how you s% @uuduidttinpersroyld inElode giving thanks and worshi®(u r

Father in heaven, hallowed be your namg'*® prayer for others and the worldi § o u r
kingdom come, your will be)™poapeeforousaiveseaadr t h a
our day aheadiiG ve us t oday ) epentaheeifor gnything weahdvé done

wrong since we last repented { or gi ve u)¥ aml prayerda protection from

spiritual attack filead us not ino temptation, but deliverugém t he e)¥*4 | oneo

v

|

Figure 3.1 Prayer, the foundation of our relationship with God

We should not just broadcast amishes at God, but includetime of listening to anything he
maywantto say to us. W may get generalsense God is saying something, petures,or

be givenpassages of scriptucg particular words In just one example from the Bible, David

made a constant @etice of listening to God forisiwill. We hearhowi Davi d i nquired
LORD. 6 S poaup to one ofthetowsn of Judah?d hesaiskedoGo T

37 Matt: 6: 97 13; Luke 11: I 4

138 Matt: 6: 9 Luke 11: 2, see alsbSam 2: I 10; Psalms; Jer 32: 1621; Dan 6: 10; Habak 3:1219; Acts 13:
2; Acts 16: 25; 2 Cor 1: 11; Col 1: 3; 1 Thess 1: 2; 1 Thess 5: 18; 2 Tim 1: 3; Philem 1: 4 etc.

139 Matt 6: 10; Luke 11: 2, see aldtatt 7: 77 11; Luke22: 32 John 17: 9 26; Acts 12: 5 12; Acts 14: 23
Acts 28: 8 Roms 1: 9Roms 10: 1Roms 15: 3G 31; 2 Cor 1: 11Eph 6: 18 19; 1 Thess 1: 31 Tim 2: 17 2;
3 John 1: Ztc.

140 Matt 6: 11; Luke 11: 3, 5 10, see als@en 24: 12 15, 42i 45; 2 Sam 15: 312 Kings 20: 1i 6; Psalms
Mat 21: 22 Mark 11: 23/ 24;Lukel: 13 John 14: 13 14;John 15: 7, 16;John 16: 23i 24; Roms 1: 10 etc.

Ml Matt 6: 12, 141 15;Luke 11: 4 see alsd Sam 7: 2 6; 1Kings 8: 33 36, 461 50; 2 Kings 22: 192 Chron
7: 137 14; Nehemiah 1: % 11; Job 42: Ti 6; Psalm 25: 11; Psalm 3Psalm 51; Jonah Rev 3: 3 19 etc.

142 Matt 6: 13; Luke 11: 4, see also 1 Chron 21:8 Job 1 67 2:7; Matt 26: 41; Mark 14: 38;uke 11: 4 Luke
22:317 32, 40,46; John 17: 14 15;James 4:71 Pet5:8 9; 1 John 2: 13 14; 1 John 437 4;1 John 5: 4

5,181 19; Rev 2: 10, 13:tc.
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David asked,l dWhgeor?ed s hoaT o aHes lwe ¢*eVdedsidoulthaso L OR D
readour Biblesin our quiet timesa practiceof studying scripturewhich once agairwas

strongly followed by the people of God throughout Bible, for i Al | scripture
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so

that theservantof God may be thoroughly ¥ dawepgsed for
praying with others as a communignd alone as individuals in a daily routitiee people of

God in the Bible pragdthroughout their days, calling out to God in ad hoc ways as the need

arose In just one examp)dNehemiahtells us thatlespite beingi v er y mucihtheaf r ai d
middle of a conversation with the Persian King Artaxerkes pr ayed t o t he Go
and | answered the king, oI f thedityipJudalavtherss t he
myancesto s are buried so that | egmaousrhadoobtinmyl d it .
Godwason me, the ki ng YrPaapetienmvemiay froméiigsoe s tGso.dd s
people throughout the BihleWherever theypray, they are instructed to keep their prayers

simple and shojas Jesus saitwh e n 'y o u p r anyabblidgdike pagdns, fordaheyp o
think they wil!/ be heard® Theg arcaissteltb pefsevérdie i r  ma
prayer as we daot always see immediate result3esusexplained this tdis discipleswith

the parable of the persistentwiddvt o s how t hem t hat they shoul
up ¥0Sai n summary é

Individual Christians should
T Have a dai liydebagluliyeti nt itnhee6 mor ni ng.
Going to a quiet place where we w
Thanking and worshipping God
Repenting of anything wrong we have done sincéaserepented
Reading the Bible
Spending a few minutesking God if there is anythingehwants to say to us
and quietly listening
o Praying for others and our world
o Praying for ourselves and our day ahead
o Praying for protection
Pray in ad hoc ways throughout our day as we need to
Pray together with other Christians in church and when we meet
Pray simple and short prayers
Persevere in our prayers

O O OO o

= —a —a A

Obedience, calling and direction

Throughout the Biblamazing things happemh e n G o e @esobeglienbtghke things he
asks them to doWe see thi$ time aftertimé i n Goddés calling to Abr al
Samuel, David, Jonah, Paul andny otherssuch ashe discipleswhoii | ef t ewkenyt hi n

1432 Sam 2: 1see alsdudgesl8: 51 6; Judges 20: 18, 23, 2&28; 1 Sam 9: 15 16; 1 Sam 22: 5, 10, 13, 15; 1
Sam23: 2,4, 10 12; 1 Sam 30::8 Sam 5: 19, 2B 25; Jer 21: 2; Jer 42:113; Acts 13: 2; Roms 8: 26 etc.
1442 Tim 3: 151 17, see alst?Nehemiah 8 9; Psalm 1: I 3; Dan 9: 2; Matt 21: 42; Matt 22: 29; Mark 12: 10,
24; Luke 4: 21; Luke 24: 27 32; Acts 8: 27i 39; Acts 17: 11; Acts 18: 24; Roms 15: 4; 1 Tim 4€ei&
145Nehemiah 2: 2 8, see also Gen 20: 17; Gen 24 115; Judges 15: 1819; Judges 16: 28 Chron 5: 202
Chron 13: 14 15; Jonah 2; Acts 7: 5960; Acts 4: 24 31; Acts 20: 36; Acts 21: 5 etc.

18 Matt 6: 717 8, see alsiark 12: 40;Luke 20: 47

17Luke 18: 11 8, see als&x 2: 231 25, Dan 10: 12 Acts 10: 4; Roms 1: B11;Roms 12: 122 Cor 1: 11; Eph
1: 157 17; Phil 1: 3i 5; 1 Thess 1: 2 3; 2 Tim 1: 3;James 5: 7 8, 1071 11 etc.
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Jesus saidi F o | | oY Thismldediencdo God is deeply prized, as an expression of our

faith in him. In onewonderfulpassage in Hebrewthe characters of the Old Testament are

praised for their obedient faithfulness to Godffdr a i corffidemce in whaive hope for and

assurance abouvh at we do not see. This i s whoat the
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice and gained what was promised,;

who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped theoétige

s w o Y Essentiallythe job ofeach of us as Christianstiso 6f i gur e out what
to do and go and do,thefocus and pArposelotosirdives idito smplg | f  p
iseek first hiss rKigrdg'e®andifswm dodhatie findthatall the other

things of life: money, family, career, will naturally follow.

Arise suggesta simple practical way todiscernGo d 6 s g hothdora ourcirdividual

calling and in major lifelecisionsdrawn from Biblicalprinciples Hrst (as we savin our last

section onPrayed), we shouldfind a quiet place! and therg(again as we saw in our last

section) listen to God for thi$®>? We should then time limit our listening. We live in the real

world, where we havéo get on and make decisions. We showt aside an appropriate
timeframeto listen to Godhours, weeks, a month or two etfo) guidancebut then make a
decision to the best of our ability, once this time period is overthe BibleGod 6 s peopl e
aside anight or aday or two for seekingis will and listening, rather thamaiting forever For

examplewe read in the book of Judgésa | lisratliteg the whole armywent up to Bethel,

and therethey sat weeping before the LORDThey fasted thatlay until evening and

presented burnt offerings antellowship offerings to the LORD And thelsraelites inquired

of the LORDO '3 When we have made a decisipwe shouldcheckit against the BibiE*and

share with Christiafriends toelicit their prayers and adviceAs Paul tells us when we listen
toGodinchurcih Two or three prophets should speak,
what i 8 Weshouttalgo consider writingdown, andthen revieving our current life

situation and daily routin® seeif there is anything waeed to change in order to do whatever

God is askingf us It is not enough to have simply heard frbim, we need to make sure we

are actually putting itnto practice in reality as wellAs Jesus sajdi My mot her and br
are those who hear Godoés™®word and put it int

Once we are outworkingisicalling we will find 7 just like all the characters of the Bille
thatalongside the great excitement of living life to the,feflwe will also face doubt, spiritual

18| uke 5: 10i 11, 27i 28, see alsdudges 6: 8 26; 1 Sam 3; 1 Sam 16:1113; Jonah 1: 1 2; Matt 4: 18i
22; Matt 9:9; Mark 1: 16/ 20; Mark 2: 14 John 1: 35 51; Acts 7: 2 8, 307 36; Acts 9: 37 20 etc.

19 Hebs 11, see aldBx i Deut; Judges; 1 Kings 2 Chron; Isd Mal; Acts 7: 2i 8, 307 36; Acts 8: 26 27;
Acts 9: 31 20; Acts 10: 3 33; Acts 13: 2 4; Acts 16: 6 10; Ads 18: 9i 11; Acts 20: 22 23 etc.

150 Matt 6: 33, see also Matt 12: 50; Matt 26:1382; Mark 3: 35; Mark 14: 32 36; Luke 12: 31; Luke 22: 39
42; John 8: 28 29; John 12: 49 50; Eph 6: 6; Hebs 10: 36; 1 Pet 4: 2; 1 John 2: 17 etc.

1511 Kings 19;Matt 4: 1; Matt 6: 5 6; Matt 14: 13, 23; Matt 15: 29; 8ft 26: 36i 46, Mark 1: 12, 35Mark 6:
46; Mark 14: 32 42; Luke 4: 1, 42; Luke 5: 16l.uke 6: 12;Luke 9:18; Luke 22: 39 46 etc.

152 Judgesl8: 51 6; Judges 20: 18, 23, 2628; 1 Sam 9: 15 16; 1 Sam 22: 5, 10, 13, 15; 1 Sas 2, 4, 10
12; 1 Sam 30: 8 Sam 2: 12 Sam 5: 19, 28 25; Jer 21: 2; Jer 42:113; Acts 13: 2; Roms 8: 26 etc.

153 Judges 20: 18, 23, 2628, see also Judges 6:1B3@0; Judges 18:656; 1 Sam 9: 6 9; 1 Sam 10: 20 24; 1
Sam 30: 8; 2 Sam 2: 1; 2 Sam 5: 19 Z%; Matt 26: 3G 46; Mark 14: 32 42; Luke 22: 39 46 etc.

154 Nehemiah 8 9; Psalm 1: 1 3; Dan 9: 2; Matt 21: 42; Matt 22: 29; Mark 12: P@; Luke 4: 21; Luke 24: 27
T 32;Acts 8: 271 39; Acts 17: 11; Acts 18: 24; Roms 15: 4; 1 Tim 4; 23im 3: 15i 17 etc.

1551 Cor 14: 26 29, see also Roms 12: 2; 2 Cor 13: 5; Gal 6: 4; 1 Thessi52191 John 4: 1 6

156 | uke 8: 21, see also Isa 581 Z; Eze 33: 31; Micah 6: 8; Zech 7i212; Matt 7: 21, 24 27; Matt 21: 28
31; Luke 6: 46 49; John 14: 21; Phil 4: 9; 1 Tim 5: 4; James 1i 25; James 2: 1% 26 etc.

157 Matt 13: 44; Matt 19: 27 29; Mark 10: 28 30; Luke 18: 28 30; John 10: 10; Roms 15: 13; Eph 4: 1; Phil
3:7719;Col1:10i 12; 1 Tim 6: 19; 1 Pet 1: 8; Jude 1: 24
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attack, criticism from others, dmcks and times when everything se¢mbave gone wrong

We will need to learn to persever@s James says B r o tahdesistersas an example of

patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name difdhe: As

you know, we count abl essed those who have persever e
perseverance and have seen whiHRnally, weneedtor d f i 1
periodically paus#o listen to God to check wae still on track antb review the progress we

have made And in all of this we need a healthy dose of common sefise.t e n  whear wo n 0 t
anythingspecific. Th astfide. We have given God the opportunity to speak which delights

him, and he will speak if & wants to.For many of us, for large parts of our lives there is no

one specific thing God is asking us tg dther than jusget on with the amazing task has
alreadysetusto advanceils kingdom andransformour world This alone is a glorious calling

and often all we are being asked by God is to just get on withsitthe prophet Micah said

AHe has s hownwhatasigood.Ahd what daesathe LORDequire of you? To

act justly and to love mercy and to wallkumbly with your Go@ or Jesus commandédg o ,
proclaimt hi s me s s agdoen:of héaVvem bsscokmen e ar . 0 He al t he si
dead, cleanse those who halsprosy, drive out deons. Freely you have receivefteely

gi vie®Sg@i n summary ¢é

Individual Christians should
Go to a quiet place where we wonot be inte:
Ask God whathe wants us to do about a particut@ajor decision and quietlisten
Set a time when we will end our timelstening and make the decision as best we can
Check our decision against the Bible

Get prayers and adviedoutour decision from other Christians

Write up the decision we make

Review our current situation and daily routine to see if there is anything we need to
change to make our decision a reality

Persevere in the direction we havd t&llled to go when we face batks

Regularly listen to God again and review the progress we are making

= =4-a_-8_9_9_-2

= =

Personal attitude and integrity

The Bible has much to instruct us as people of Badir personal attitudeandin the integrity

we should display as we engage with others in our world. We are to be radically loving to all,
loving our neighbours as ourselvess the letter to the Galatians safisL et us not be
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong

to the f ami n parficuldr,ee aie o gpend $medvith the needy in our society:

the poor, thenarginalisedtheunpopularthose society rejectasthis is what Jesus didAs

he saigin When you give a luncheon or dinner, do

158 James 5: 10 11, see also Matt 5: 1012; Matt 13: 21; Roms 15:i45; 2 Cor 4: 8§ 9, 17; 2 Thess 1: 45; 2
Tim 2: 3, 81 12; Hebs 10: 32 36; Hebs 12: 1 11; James 1: P4, 12; 1 Pet 4: 1P 19; Rev 2: 3 eftc.

159 Micah 6: 8; Matt 10: 7 8, see also Isa 58:127; Zech 7: A 12; Matt 4: 23; Matt 6: 33; Matt 9: 3538; Matt
11: 27 5, 12; Matt 28: 18§ 20; Mark 6: 12 13; Mark 16: 15 18; Luke 4: 16 21; Luke 9: 1i 2; Luke 10: 9,
17; Luke 12: 31; John 14: 12Acts 1: 8

160 Gal 6: 97 10, see also Lev 19: 18; Matt 7: 12; Matt 19: 19 Matt 22 30; Mark 12: 28 34; Luke 6: 31;
Luke 10: 25/ 28, 331 37; John 13: 34 35; John 15: 12 13, 17; Roms 12: 10; Roms 13i80; 1 Cor 13; 1
Cor 16: 14; 2 Cor 1: 4; Gal 5: 14; Egh32; Phil 2: 4; Col 3: 12 14; James 2: 8; 1 Pet 31811; 1 John 4: 7T

21 etc.
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sisters,your el ati ves, or your rich neighbours ¢€é B
poor, the crippled, the | am® Whenhangonddtérruptsd, and
our lives with a needve should drop whatever we ateing anchelp. Peoplecomefirst. This

is what Jesus djcind noone in history had enore important job to do than hinmif he can

make timethenso can we.Jesus did thigven in he midst of deepest grieffhen te had just

been told of the murder of John the Baptistwhen Jesus heard what h
withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on

foot from thetowns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them

and heal ed¥tImengaging with otkersde shouldbdiqui ck t o | i sten
s p e &%and we should show no favouritisnAs Paul says to Timothji | char ge you
the sight of God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without
partiality, and to do®% weshtuid regpecbourteldemsPetdra v our i
instructsfiyou who are younger, submit yourselves to yaul d €% Ani we should be

hospitable to all who need. itAs the letter to the Hebrews urgésDo not showr get t
hospitality tostrangers, for by so doing some people hakiewn hospitality tangels without

knowi ng it.o

In our approach tbfe, the Bibleconstantly encouragausto be bold and courageous$his is

not about how confident we feel. oNe of us can control how we feel, and therefore we

shoutd n 6 t beat our s ed caremly comrol avtmtowe tdo. i Being boldVend
courageous means doing what we believe is the right,teugy when it is unpopulaoy will

have negative consequences for arswe arefearful. The more we choose to be bold and
courageous, the mored feeling ofconfidencewill naturally follow. As Joslia was famously

told by God when he entered the Holy LaiidB e s t r counageows.n@b not be afrajd

donot be discouraged, forthe LORRpour God wi | | be wi®HhWeyou wh
are to seek wisdom, education, knowledge anderstanding.In just one example from the

Bible, God was delighted with Solomon when he askedt for wealth, riches, haur, the

death of his enemies tong life, but instead fori wi sdom and knowl edge,

t hi s po lo puremgagementith others we should alwaysry to be positive, upbeat

and optimistic, eve Afteval eemlready kndwtme@nd ofowewgtdry | i k e
and Godbés bi g,aditnsayweryihgpy anel We haverelvedy reason tiope.

As Paul urgesii Re j al w g gnd the book of Proverbs says he cheer f ul hea
continudt feast. o

161 yke 14: 12i 24, see also Psalm 41: 1; Matt 9 @3; Matt 11: 19; Mark 2: 14 17; Luke 5: 27 32; Luke
7: 347 50; Luke 15: 1i 10;Luke 19: 5 10;John 4: 7 9; Roms 12: 16; James 21 B efc.

162 Matt 14: 13i 14, 35 36, see also Matt 8: 16; Matt 9: 2,182, 27, 32, 36; Matt 19: 2, 1315; Matt 20: 29
T 34; Mark 1: 300 34, 407 2: 3, 13; Mark 5: 21 43; Mark 6: 33 34, 541 56; Mark 10: 1, 46 52; Luke 8: 4,
27,401 48; Luke 9: 11; Lukd 7: 121 14; Luke 18: 15 16, 35i 43 etc.

163 James 1: 1%ee also Prov 15: 28; Prov 17:1228; Prov 18: 13; Prov 21: 23; Prov 29: 20

1641 Tim 5: 21, see also Ex 23: 3; Lev 19: 15; Acts 10i 35; Roms 2: 9 11;Roms 12: 161 Cor 11: 17 34;
Col 3: 231 25; James 2: 1 9; James 3: 17

1651 Pet 5: 5see alstev 19: 321 Tim 5: 1i 2; Titus 2: 2/ 5

166 Hebs 13: 2, see also Gen 18: 8; Gen 26: 30; Job 31: 32; Matt 25: B86; Acts 16: 15; Acts 28: 30; Roms
12: 13; Roms 16: 23; 1 Tim 3: 2; 1 Tim 5: 10; Titus 1: 8; 1 Pet 4: 9; 3 John & :€fc.

167 Josh 1: @ 9, 18, see also Deut 31i @, 23; Josh 10: 28 Chron 22: 13; 1 Chron 28: 2D;Chron 32: 7T 8;
Prov 28: 1 Acts 4: 29 31; Acts 28: 30 31; 1 Cor 16: 13; 2 Cor 3:145, 12;1 Thess 5: 142 Tim 1: 7etc.

1682 Chron 1: 7 12, see also 1 Kings 3:1514; Job 28; Psalm 90: 12; Psalm 119: 12; Proverbs; Dani12@Q7
Dan 2: 20/ 23; Acts 6: 3; Eph 1: 17; Col 1: 9; Col 3: 16; James 1: 5; Jamesi3l1 &tc.

1691 Thess 5: 16; Prov 15: 13, 15, see also Prov 17: 22; Romsi8323Roms 12: 11 12; Roms 15: 4, 13; 1
Cor13:7;2Cor 3:12; 2 Cor 4:1618; 2 Cor5: 6 8; Gal 5: 22; Col 1: 11 12 etc.
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We should be humbldor Jesus toldik followersi wh oever wants to becon
you must be your servant, and whoewea nt s t o be fir s wWeshsuld be sl
alsofl bpatientwi t h e vireall situmtioest! We are tai b e -csoenltfr .54 Weard 0

to be law abidingas Paul instructed Titu Re mi nd t he people to be
authoriti es, ! tThis ibuales®thedaivicampelsiis to compromise our faith,
which obviously we should never da which casgdike Peter and the apost/é&Ve must obey

God rather than human beingds &4 For those of us living in democracjege should always
exercise our freedom and vote. The Bible was of course written long before any modern
democracies emerged. Howevéedoes statéhat those in positions of national authority have
been placed there by God and are to exercise their responsibilities justly, an andh we
explore more fully inPart 4 on Social Justicé~or now, we note that in modern democracies

the ultimate authority lies with the peopleyou and mé and thuswe are to follow this

Biblical injunction and engage in the democratic protgsaslwaysusing our voten the way

we believeGod would want’® In our engagement in the woylde aretobédias s hr ewd a
snakesand asi nnoc e nt & aVe should eheréforenot be naiveaboutwhat is
happeningaround us anthe motives people may hawehilst at the same timensuring that

for our partwe always acwith completeintegrity.

Yy .

As well as these behaviours of attitude and integliggussedbove there are also a range of

thingsthe Bibletells us we must not do. We are not to gossipriticise others behind their
backsforfi A p e persenstssaipconflict,and a gossip sepdWates cl
should not mock or tease otheas the Psalms séiyB | e s s e d wihosloes rotewallbin e

step withthe wicked o stand in the way thatsinners take or sit in the company of
mocker®.1’® We should not judge otherfor Jesus urged isDo not judge, or
be judged. For in the same wH%NeithershouJdwel ge o't
lie, as Paul tellsu§ieach of y o u rhood &and ppeak trubhfulfy tofyeaut s e

nei ghbBb Neitber should we grumble ocomplain butiDo everything w
grumblingo r  a r g% Wa should tryto stay calm and not get angry no matter how
provoked James urges us alltofhes | ow t o become aangerdogesndiecaus

170 Mark 10: 42i 45, see also Prov 3: 34; Prov 11: 2; Matt 18: 4, 10; Matt 2314; Mark 9: 35; Luke 14: 8

11; Luke 18: 9 14; John 13: 4 17; Roms 12: 3, 10, 16; Eph 4: 2; Phil 2: 3; James 3: 13; 1 PétGekc.

1711 Thess 5: 14, see also Prov 15: 18; Prov 16: 32; Prov 19: 2, 11; Prov 21: 5; Prov 25: 15; Roms 12: 12; 1 Cor
13: 4; 2 Cor 1: 6; 2 Cor 6: 6; Gal 5: 22; Eph 4: 2; Col 1: 11; Col 3212 3: 10;2 Tim 4: 2; Rev 3: 10 etc.

12 Tjtus 2: 2, 5 6, 12, see also Prov 16: 32; Prov 25: 28; Prov 29: 11; Acts 24: 25; Gal 5: 23; 1 Thés 3: 6
Tim3:2;2Tim1: 72 Tim 3: 3;Titus 1: 8; 1 Pet 1: 13; 1 Pet 4: 7; 1 Pet 5: 8; 2 Pet 1: 6 etc.

173 Titus 3: 1, see also Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Daniel; Matt 17274 Matt 22: 16 21; Matt 23: 2 3; Mark

12: 147 17; Luke 3: 12 13; Luke 20: 21 25; Acts 23: 5; Roms 13:117; 1 Pet 2: 13 14, 17 etc.

174 Acts 5: 297 32, see also Dan 1; Dan 3; Dan 6; Matt 107 120; Mark 13: 11; Luke 12: 10 12; Luke 21: 12

T 15;Acts 4: 19 20; Acts 23: 1i 3; Eph 3: 1; Eph 4: 1; Philem 1: 1; Revil34 etc.

5Deut 17: 14 20; Deut 31: 7 8, 14, 23; Josh 1:19; Judges 2: 16, 18; 1 Sam 10: 1,/124; 1 Sam 16: 1; 2

Sam 5: 10, 12; 1 Chron 28i410; Prov 21: 1; Dan 2: 21, 37; Dan 5:1189; Roms 13: I 7; Col 1: 16etc.

178 Matt 10: 16 see alstMatt 21: 23i 27; Matt 22: 15 40; Mark 11: 27 33; Mark 12: 13 34; Luke 20: T 8,

207 40; Acts 23: 61 9

177 Prov 16: 28, see also Psalm 101: 5; Prov 111 13; Prov 17: 4; Prov 20: 19; Prov 251 940; Prov 26: 20;

Roms 1: 29; 2 Cor 12: 20; 1 Tim 3: 11; 1 Tim 5: 13; 3 John 1: 10

178pgalm 1: 1, see also Psalm 35: 16; Prov 3: 34; Prov 9: 12; Prov 13: 1; Prov 14: 6; Prov 17: 5; Prov 22: 10; Prov
24:9, 171 18; Prov 26: 18 19; Prov 29: 8; Prov 30: 17; Isa 28: 22; Isa 29: 20; Isa 57: 4; Hosea 7: 5 etc.

19 Matt 7: 17 5, see als@ech 7: 10Luke 6: 371 42;Roms 2: 1i 4; Roms 14: 1 13, 22; 1 Cor 4: 5Col 2: 16;

James 41171 12

180 Eph 4: 25, see also Lev 19: 11; Psalm 5: 6; Hosea 4: 2; Amos 5: 10; Micah 6: 12; Nahum 3: 1; Mark 7: 22;
Roms 1: 29; Roms 3: 13; 2 Cor 6: 7; Col 3: 9; 1 Tim 1: 10; 1 PetRe14: 5Rev 21: 8; Rev 22: 15 etc.

181 Phj| 2: 14, see also Ex 15: 24;: Ex 16: 2, 7; Ex 17: 3; Num 11: 1; Num 141 2327/MNum 16: 11, 41; Deut 1:

27; Psalm 106: 25lohn 6: 41; 1 Cor 10: 10ames 5: 9; Jude 1: &&c.
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produce the righteousiesst h a t Go d ¥d eNeither ¢herefave should we be
argumentativefor it he Lor dos s berquamaisons. ¥ mWs are notad be
envious or jealous of other peoples the letter to the Galatians sdiys e t us not

be

conceited, provoki ng!®anedhoddnetyookrednyomeavithiustot h e r

but insteadollow Jod s exampl e, whd wvwead ealnl e otve nchayt
to look lustfully at a young woman &°

We should never make an oath or swear by anytlEsgesus saitl d not swearan oath at
al:either by heaven Aéyowneed tbpaytsisrep leyaa G Y16.886 6
We should also avoid swearingursing,blaspheming or using profanitiger as James urged
AWi th the tongue wathep and with & weacwse humanrbeingshn d
have been made in Godos | i k erisesasd.cursin@uMy o f
brothers and sisters t hi s s h o | We showd nottbe hypocriticahis Jesus

Wi |

t

challengedusi Why do you | ook at the speck of sawd

attention to the plank in your own eye? ¢é
e y & We shouldalsopayany debts we have inored and ideallyavoid getting mto debt

or putting up security for anyone else in debtthe first place, as the book of Proverbs says
ADo not be olmeads wpledgesohpatk @ securigr debts; if you lack the
meanst o pay, your very bed wi1l be snatched

Y

fr

Jesusalsotells us notoworry, urgingusid o not worry about tomorrc

wor ry ab.®UAs we haw alteddp seeme cannothoosenow we feel, but we can
choosehow we act. So if we find ourselves wyging and dwelling on somethingve stould

not feel guilty about that. Insteadhat we can davhen we noticeve have mentally gone back

to it again is each time make a choice to think about something és@r time this will
encourageais out of tie cycle of worry. We will eyplore this further below undépiritual
warfareand persecutianFinally, across the Old and New Testament the Bible is clear that we
should worship God alone and not engage inathgrsort of worship or spiritual activityIn

just one of many instances throughout the Bibsle are wenedi Do not turn to
seek outsSpimisiummany é

Individual Christians should
1 Be radically loving to allloving our neighbour as ourselves
1 Interruptwhatwe are doing to make time for others if they need pst people first

182 James 1: 19 20, see also Prov 14: 17, 29; Prov 15: 18; Prov 17: 27; Prov 19: 19; Provi2252®8rov 27;

4; Prov 29: 11, 22; Matt 5: 2122; 2 Cor 12: 20; Gal 5: 20, 22; Eph 4: 31; Col 3: 8; Titus 1: 7 etc.

1832 Tim 2: 14, 23 24, see also Prov 15: 18; Prov 17: 14, 19; Prov 18: 19; Prov 19: 13; Prov 20: 3; Prov 22: 10;
Prov 26: 21; I1sa58: 4,9; 1 Cor 1: 11; 1 Cor 3: 3; Phil 2: 14; 1 Tim 3: 3; Titus 319James 4: 1 etc.

184 Gal 5: 201 21, 26, see alsBx 20: 17; Deut 5: 21; 2 Sam 1112; Psalm 37: 1; Roms 1: 29; Roms T &;

Roms 13: 9, 13; 1 Cor 3: 3; 1 Cor 13: 4; 2 Cor 12: 20; Titus 3: 3; James 3:6tdames 4: 2; 1 Pet 2: 1 etc.

185 Job 31: 1, see also Num 15: 39; 2 Sanii 12; Prov 6: 25; Habak 2: 15; Matt 5: P28; Col 3: 5; 1 Thess 4:

471 5;1 Pet4: 3; 2 Pet 2: 18; 1 John 2: 16

186 Matt 5: 337 37, see also Lev 5: 4; Deut 5: 1Deut23: 22;Hosea 4: 15James 5: 12

187 James 3: 9 10, see also Ex 20: 7; Ex 22: 28; Lev 22: 32; Deut 5: 11; Psalm 10: 7; Psalm 59: 12; Isa 33: 19;
Hosea 4: 2; Roms 3: 14; Eph 5: 4; Col 3: 8; 1 Tim 1: 13220m 3: 2 2 Pet 2: 14 12 etc.

188 yke 6: 37i 42, see also Psal@6: 4; Matt 6: 1l 6, 147 18; Matt 7: 1i 5; Matt 15: 11 9; Matt 22: 18; Matt

23; Matt 24: 51; Mark 7: 1 13; Luke 13: 10 17; 1 Tim 4: 2; 1 Pet 2: 1; 1 John 3: 18 etc.

189 proy 22: 26 27, see also Prov @:i 5; Prov 11: 15; Prov 17: 1&oms 13: 8

190 Matt 6: 251 34, see alsd®salm 37: 1; Prov 24: 19; &t 10: 197 20, 26, 28 31; Matt 13: 22; Mark 4: 19;
Luke8: 14; Luke 12: 227 32; Luke 21: 34; Phil4: 6; 1 Pet 5: 7; 1 John 4: 18 etc.

Pllev 19 4, 31, see also Ex 20135, 23; Deut 5: 7 9; Judges 2: 11 13; 1 Sam 7: 3 4; 1 Kings 14: 9, 15; 2

Kings 16: 2i 4; Psalm 4: 2; Isa:®, 8, 18, 20Acts 19:1871 19; 1 Cor 5: 11 Gal 5: 20 1 John 5: 2ktc.
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In particularlook out for the needy and marginalised

Be quick to listen and slow to speak

Show no favouritism

Respecburelders

Be hospitable

Be bold and courageous

Seek wisdom, education, knowledge and understanding
Choose to be pbeat and optimistic

Be humble don't show offour good deeds looking for praise
Be patient

Be as shrewd as snakes anihascent as doves

Be slf-disciplined

Be law abidingunless the law compels us to compromise our faith
Vote

Not gossip orcriticise others behind their backs

Not mock or tease others

Not judge

Not lie

Stay calm and not gengry withothes

Not beenvious or jealous

Not look at other women or men with lust

Not make an oath mwear by anything

Not swear, blaspheme or use profanities

Not worry

Not be argumentative

Not grumble or complain

Not be hypocritical

Not get into debt

Worship God alone anabt engage in any other sort of worship or spiritual activity

=4 A2 -2_5_9_92_95_95_°2_2_9_959_95_92_2_2_9_9_92_°2_92_9_95_95_2_2_-2_--°

W ork, rest and health

Throughout the Biblegthe people of God are taught to be hard working. Work, whether paid

or voluntary is good and it is healthy for us to work hard and waelith purposerather than

live lives of dissolute seientred leisurePaul tellsusii What ever you do, wor |
your heart, asworking for the Lord, not for huma master® %2 However, this is always to

be balanced with significant times of rest, relaxation, time off work doing the things we enjoy
and long periods of holiday and celebration. God mad®both work hard and toenjoy

times of rest and relaxation to-cbarge.God is a God of fun, laugher, joy and deligig well

as challenge and hard workihe Sabbath model of six parts worio one part restwith
significant extra holiday thken in on top) is a good ratim follow. From the earliest times
Godds peopl e wRire caxudagyeadur wor k, but on
so that your ox and your donkey may reahd so thatthe slave born in your household and

192Col 3: 23 see also Ex 20: 9; Lev 23: 3; Deut 5: PBov 6: 6i 11; Prov 10: 4 5, 26; Prov 12: 1114, 24, 27;
Prov 13: 4 Prov 14: 23Prov 15: 19Prov 18: 9Prov 20: 4, 132 Thess 3: 6 15; Titus 3: 14etc.
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the foreigner living among youmay be r é% Alengside this lbealthy ark/life
balancewe are toldo eat healthilyand not be greedy or to get drufok both spiritual and
health reasonsin just one instangeéhe book of Proverbsrgesi Do not j oin t hose
too much wine or gorge themselves on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and
drowsi ness c | ot Eis gutdénestogether withtlee giererad principle that

we want to be activéor as long as possible in order to serve God with maximum longevity,
points tothe Biblical principle that we should keep ourselves heafthywith our modern
understandingf health, we caadd that we should take reguéercisehavesufficient sleep,
wash ancatlean ourselves dailandavoidsmokng or takng drugs. Furthermoreif we follow

the other practicediscussedn this Part 3 of the repqgrthesewill also help tgoromotegood
mental healthSoi n summary e

Individual Christians should

Work hard

Balance this with significant time off to rest, relax and have fun
Eat healthily and not be greedy

Not get drunk

Take daily exercise

Get enough sleep

Not smoke

Not take drugs

Wash and clean ourselves daily

=4 A4 -_a8-5_95_92_4_2_-_212

Family life

In addition to thdessons we have considered for our own personal walk with GoBjhilee

has much to teach us about wider famifg.li As followers of Jesysve are advisethat it is

better to remain singleif we can This is for purely practical reasonsas without the
responsibilityof a spouse and children to raise, we will have more time to dedicate to our
calling toadvanceG o d kingdom in the world.Thus when the disciples asked Jesus if it is

better not to marryhe repliedi Not everyone can accept this wc
has beeforfigtihveerne0 are those who choosetheo | i ve
kingdom of heaven. The onewho canacceph i s s h o u MY Hosvever bothtlesist . 0

and Paul recognised that this would be thificult for many of us, andf so thenit is
permissibleto get married Indeed, marriages an institution created and blessed by God

i He wh o wife findsdwhat ia good rad receives favour from the LORD &’

18 Ex 23: 12, sealsoGen 2: 1i 3; Ex 20: 81 11; Lev 23 Num 28: 16/ 29: 39; Deut 5: 12 15; Deut 16: 1i

17; Ezra 6: 19 22; Esther 9: 18 32; Matt 11: 28i 30; Mark 6: 317 32;Luke 7: 34; Joh 2: 17 11etc.

194 Prov 23: 20/ 21, 297 35, see also Prov 20: 1; Prov 25: 16, 27; Prov 28: 7; Isa b:1P1 22; Luke 21: 34;
Roms 13: 13; 1 Cor 5: 11; 1 Cor 6: 10; Gal 5: 21; Eph 5: 18; 1 Thess 5: 7; 1 Tim 3: 3, 8; Titus 1: 7; Titus 2: 2
3;1 Pet 4: 3 etc.

195 Job 27: 3 4; Psalm 104: 33; Psalm 146: 2; Prov 3: &; Prov4: 201 22; 1 Cor 9: 24 27; Eph 5: 28 29;

Phil 1: 217 26; 1 Tim 4:8; 1 Tim 5: 23

19 Matt 19: 10i 12, see also Matt 22: 2330; Mark 12: 18 25; Luke 20: 27 36; 1 Cor 7

197Prov 18: 22, see also Gen 2: 24; Deut 20: 7; Matt 1913 Mark 10: 2 12; Luke 16: 18; 1 Cor 7; Eph 5: 21
133;Col3:18 19;1Tim3:2,12; 1 Tim4:23; 1 Tim5: 14; Titus 1: 6; Hebs 13: 4; 1 Pet 3: 1 etc.
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If we marry, it should be with anoth@hristian!®® This is not a petty rule that discriminates
againstrue love, ratheit is for our own benefit and to protect us. There is a level of intimacy

and connection between two believers in a marriafeh can never be achieved when one is

not a Christian.However, if we are already married when we become Christiansovdds

not leave oupartnersunless they choose to leave uss Paul instructsi| f any br ot he
a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. And

if a woman has a husband who is notkeeliever and he is willing to lie with her, she must

not di v ot ¢nehisledntextodif our spouse has diedle may marry agajrfor we

heath A woman is bound to her husband as | ong a
free to marry .#NhOtherwisews shald beimarhiee sné partner for life

forii wh a t hasjaindd together, letnotnoonge e p ar’&t e . o

We should only divorcéor reasons of unfaithfulnestor as Jesussgilanyone who di v
his wife, except for sexual immorality and marries anot her?woman
We are to be loving, kind and devoted to our spqusésisband concerned withh ow he can
pl ease &andawifawithietlbow she can pl.®aSeeisdvenrasahusbar
wonderful gift from God to be enjoyed between a man and a woman within the context of
marriage for from the earliest time® a  rfeavss his father and mother and ignitedto his

wife, and theyp e ¢ 0 me o A%If wle hre debsedowith childrewe are to love them and

raise them wejlas Paulurged o not exasperate your childre
the training and i%°hWearewmlsihsirustadtdd Hohbaer Lpodr 0f a
and y o ur andhabeyhtremr®® Finally, we shouldfinancially support wider family
members who candt Thus Paplaurgesi itfh eanswi dew. has ch
grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for
their own family and so repaying their, paren
so that the church can focus on helping those in the greatest need, who have no othéfsupport.
Soin summary €

Individual Christians should

1 Reman single ifwe can, but

1 Marry if wefind it too difficult to remain single

1 Only marry another Christian

1 Stay with our spouses if we were already married before we became Christians, unless
they choose to leave us

198 Ex 34: 15i 16; Deut 7: 3 4; Josh 23: 12 13; Judges 3: 6 7; 1 Kings 11: 2 10; Ezra 9 10; Nehemiah
10: 30; Nehemiah 13: 2327; 1 Cor 7: 39; 1 Cor 9: 5; 2 Cor 6: 14

1991 Cor 7, see also 1 Pet 3i ¥

2001 Cor 7, see also Roms 71 3

201 Matt 19: 37 9, see also Mal 2: 1416; Mark 10: 2 12; Luke 16: 18; 1 Cor 7; Eph 5: 2133; Col 3: 18 19;
1Tim 3: 2, 12; Titus 1: 6; Hebs 13: 4

202 Matt 19: 31 9, see also Matt 5: 3132; Mark 10: 2 12; Luke 16: 18

2031 Cor 7, see also Gen 1123: 2; Gen 24: 67; Deut 24: 5; Ruth; Prov 5:1180; Prov 31: 10 31; Song of
Solomon; Isa 62: 5; Joel 1: 8; Eph 5:1233; Col 3: 18 19; Titus 2: 4 7; 1 Pet3: 1 7

204Gen 2: 24, see also Song of Solomon; Mal Zi 14; Matt 5: 27 28; Matt 19: 4 6, 18; Mark 10: G 9, 19;
Luke 18: 20; John 8: 3, 1Roms 2: 22Roms 7: 4 3;1 Cor5: 1i 2;1 Cor 6: 15 20; 1 Cor 7; 1 Tim 5: 9; Hebs
13: 4; 2 Pet 2: 14tc.

205Eph 6: 4, see also Prov 13: 22; Prov 15: 5; Prov 19: 18; Prov 22: 6, 15; Prov 29: 15, 17; Mal 4: 6; Matt 7: 9
11;Luke 11: 117 13; 2 Cor 12: 14Col 3: 21; 1 Tim 3: 4 5, 12; 1 Tim 5: 10; Titus 1: 6; Titus 2: 4 etc.

206 Ex 20: 12, see also Lev 19: 3; Deut 5: 16; Prov 6: 28; Prov 13: 1Eze 22: 7Matt 15: 4; Mt 19: 19Mark
7:10;Mark 10: 19; Luke 18: 20; Roms 1: 30; Eph 6: 3; Col 3: 20; 1 Tim 3: 4, 12 Tim 3: 2 etc.

2071 Tim 5: 37 8, 16, see also Lev 21: 3; Lev 22: 13; Lev 25: 25; Num 2711; Deut 25: 5 10; Ruth 2 4
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Only consider ranarrying if ournon-Christian spouse has left us or our Christian spo
has died, otherwise &

Stay married for life

Divorce only for reasons of unfaithfulness

Be loving, kind and devoted to our spouses

Enjoy sex within marriage

Love and raise our children well

Honour and obey our parents

Support wider family members who cané

use

t

Church life

The book of Acts andhe letters of Paul, James, Peter and Jalso have much to teach us
aboutthe wayChristians in the early churdived theirwider corporatechurchlife together.
They were all active members of a local church. @hngy is a team sport. It idone in

community with othersThus we hear how in the early church in Jerusaiei | |

us
beli

t he

sup

bel i

ed to meet t oget he andlaterin Stlvet tammoandécisieth€lodalo n na d e

everswouldregularlfic ome t oget hé% as a churcho

They practiced one adult baptism, which tended to be very informal and occurred immediately

when someone cante faith. As the Ethiopian eunuch said whehilip had led him to faith

A lbook, hereiswater. WAt can stand i n t he Aaddhggaw brdensy
to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went dowto the water and Philip

bapti se®®

Theynregalarly celebrated communion togettfagain often more

informally than we do todayas a key way foremembering Jes@samazing death and

resurrectionforusali For whenever you eat this bread

Lo

rdéos death ®ntil he comes. 0

They worshipped togetheas Paul urged the Ephesidiee filled with the Spirit, peakng to
one another vwth psalms, hymns andongsfrom the Spirit. Sing and make music frogour

h e

art t o?andwere hlspertauragediioc onf ess your .2%They

t

regularly fasted and praygeds Jesus said, nbbutfi \Wwen youfast, put oil on your head and
wash your face, so #i it will not be obvious to otherthat you are fasting, but only to your
Father é who sees .WhThdreisne indicationeof howfrequentdyrthéest o
was but it was certainly regular. Arise would suggest doing this once a week, eating only an
evening meal on that daif your health permits

208 Acts 5: 12; 1 Cor 11: 18, 33, see also Acts 21 44¥; Acts 11: 22, 26; Acts 19:1910; Roms 16: 1, 5, 23; 1

Cor

1: 2; 1 Cor 14: 23, 26; 1 Cor 16: 19; Gal 1: 2; Col 4i 16; Philem 1: 2; Hebs 10: 25; James 2: 2 etc.

209cts 8: 121 13, 16, 36" 38, see also Matt 28: 19; John 3: 5; Acts 2: 38, 41; Acts 9: 18; Acts 104&7Acts
16: 15, 33; Acts 18: 8; Acts 22: 16; Gal 3: 27; Eph 4: 5; Col 2: 12; Hebs 6: 2; Hebs 10: 22; 1 Pet 3: 21 etc.
2101 Cor 11: 18 34, see alsdatt 26: 26i 29; Mark 14: 22 25; Luke 22: 147 20; Acis 2: 42, 46; 1 Cor 10: 16

117

211Eph 5: 4, 19 20, see also Psalms; Acts 2:1487; Acts 13: 2; Roms 15: 6,1911; 1 Cor 14: 26; Gal 1: 22
24; Phil 4: 41 6; Col 3:16; 1 Tim 2: 1; Hebs 13: 15; 1 Pet 2: 9; Revi518; Rev 7: 9 12 etc.

212 James 5: 16see also 1 Sam 7:i36; Ezra 10; Nehemiahi910; Luke 19: T 10; Acts 19: 18§ 20

213 Matt 6: 167 18, see also Judges 20: 26; 1 Sam 7: 6; 2 Sam 1: 12; 1 Kings 21: 27; 2 Chron 20: 3; Ezra 8: 21,
23; Matt 4: 2; Matt 9: 15; Mark 2: 20; Luke 2: 37; Luke 4: 2; Luke 5: 35; Acts 133;2Acts 14: 23 etc.
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Figure 3.2: W orshipping together is a core part of church life

They taught and discipled eacther, all participating in the churdervice The letter to the
Colossianssay8§t each and admoni sh o n,doriahe tettehtethe wi t h
Romans explainsi'y o u y o uerfull ef joodmess, filled witknowledge and competent

t o instr uct?2¥dnrparticidantbely éneouragéd each othdn Macedonia Paul
Afitravelled through that area, speaki.fg many
They were taught to respect and obey their chieelders In 1 Thessalonians we are
encouraged t acknowledgehose who wrk hard among you, who care forou in the Lord

and who admonish youHold them in the highest regard in lowe?'® They triednotto be a

stumbling block to othersbstaining from particular practices if other Christians fotiean

offensive. Thus Paul tellsugi | f y o u or sidierisodistregsed because of what you eat,

you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destsoyneondor whom Christ

di ed. o

Similarly tothe Israelites in the Old Testament, the early Christemsnoneyto each other

without charging interesaind eventually cancelled any loans that could not be repaiGod

had instructedi Do no't c h alsraglée interest, avthether wn money or food or

anyt hi f'%Jesus andibalisciples, and thiérst church in Jerusalerwent even further

than this holding all thingstogetherin common as we heail Al | the believers

214Col 3: 16;Roms 15: 14see also Roms 12:1412; 1 Cor 12i 14; Eph 4: 11 16; 1 Thess 5: 14; 1 Tim 26,
11, 13; 1 Tim 5: 17; 2 Tim 2: 2, 2426; 2 Tim 4: 2; Titus 1: 9; Titus 2; Hebs 5: 12 etc.

215 Acts 20: 1i 2, see also Acts 11: 23; Acts 14:1222; Acts 15: 31 32, 36, 41; Acts 16: 40; Acts 18: 223,
27, Roms 1: 11 12; Roms 12: 8; 1 Cor 14: 31; Eph 4: 29; 1 Thess 5: 11, 14; 2 Tim 4: 2 etc.

2161 Thess 5: 12 13, see also Ex 22: 28; Matt 23i 3; Acts 23: 5; 1 Tim 5: 17 18; Hebs 13: 7, 17

217Roms 14: I 15: 7, see also Acts 16: 3; Acts 21:i2R6; 1 Cor 8; 1 Cor 10: 1432; 2 Cor 6: 3

218Deut23: 197 20, see also Ex 22: 2227; Lev 25: 35 37; Deut 15: 1 3; Deut 31: 10; Nehemiah 5; Nehemiah
10: 31; Psalm 15: E£ze 18: 7 8, 127 13, 167 17; Eze 22: 12 13

59



The Arise Manifesto Part 3: Discipleship

heart and mind.No one claimed that any of their possessions was tbein, but they shared

everythingt h ey 2K aaleriothe New Testamewe find this wasndt a
but neverthelesshe global Christian family showed extraordinary generosity to each, other
meeting each othé& needs as they arosé/e hear that when the prophet Agalfus h r o u g h
the Spirit predicted that a severe famine woa
disciples, as each one was ablgecided to provide help for the brothesiad sisterdiving in

J u d e’® Tigerefore, wedodt al | need to | i vemaywellb® mmune
called to thi, but when we become Christiawg immediately enter a global Christian family

and should share and givedonearother as there is negdst as we should with our biological

family. Thus, Paultellsus Share widdh pédeplleor WhaodJanmeesaysn n e e
ASuppose asiftarie withoritrclotlees and daily foodf one of you says to tha,

0 Gio peace;keepwarmandwelf ed, 6 but does physicalmeedsgwha b o ut

g ood %9f course we should also be radically generous with those beyond that Christian
family as wel| as wewill explore when we consideBocial Justice, Development and the
Environment??> Soins u mmar y €

Individual Christians should

Attend a local church weekly and be active members

Receive one adult baptisas soon as possible aftee become Christians
Regularly take communigmand also do inore informally when we eat together
Worship with other Christians in church

Fast regularly

Teach, admonish and disciple each qgthed all participate iochurchservices
Respect and obey our leaders

Confess our sins to each other

Not be a stumbling block to others

Lendto each other without charging interest

Hold all things in common with other Christians

=2 A-42-_5_9_9_95_°_2°_2_-2

The work of the Holy Spirit

In the New Testment Jesus tells uthatafter he went to be with theather he sent théHoly
Spirit to bless and fill hislwrch to dwell in us and engwer us to fulfil the ministry he gave
usto advanceéiis kingdom on earth After receiving the Spirit, thearly churclpassed it on,
teachingthat Christians need tbe baptised byhe Holy Spiritafter they have been baptised
with water. This comes throughother Christians lagjg hands on them and praying for them
to receive the Spirit.Thus we hear how in the early churdheter and John were sent to the
new believers in Samarida Wh e ey atrived, they prayed for the new believéngre that
they might receive the Holy Spirit, because tHely Spirit had not yet comen any of them;

219 Acts 4: 32 35, see also Matt 27: 5556; John 12: 6; John 13: 29; Acts 2:1445; Acts 6: 1i 6

220 Acts 11: 27 30, see also Matt 25: 3146; Roms 12: 13; Roms 15: 238; 1 Cor 11: 18 22; 1 Cor 16: 1
4:2Cor8 9;1Timb5:3i 16; 1 Tim 6: 17 19; Hebs 6: 10; James 11 41; James 2: 1 9, 151 17; 1 John 3:
17 etc.

221Roms 12: 13; James 2719, 157 17, see also Mark 10: 2830; Luke 18: 28 30; Matt 25: 311 46; Acts 11:
2771 30; Roms 15: 25 28; 1 Cor 16: 1 4; 2 Cor 8 9; Gal 6: 9 10; 1 Tim 5: 3i 16; Hebs 6: 10; 1 John 3: 17
etc.

222Deut 15: 4, 7 14; Psalm 37: 21; Prov 11: 2428; Prov 28: 27; Matt 5: 42; Matt 19: 2126; Mark 10: 21
27; Mark 12: 471 44;Luke 6: 30 Luke 10: 25 37; Luke 16: 19 31; Luke 18: 22 27; Luke 19: 8; Luke 21: 1
T 4; Acts 10: 2, 4, 31; 1 Tim 6: 1718 etc.
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they had simply been baptised ihe name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed
their hands on them, an d??tOhcewsethe ¢lalyeSpititélld t he |
and guides wus in all things. Ho wexpressions t her e
of his work that we will particularly explore in this sectioifhe Bibleteaches that there are

specific spiritual gifts such aswisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy,
distingushing between spirits, tongues and ifterpretation of tonguewisions and dreams

As Peter said, quoting the prophetJéel n t he | ast days, God says,
on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your

ol d men wi |l | 2?4This should dat ke takes as & definitive list, but examples of

some of the key spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit casobless us in otheways. We should

eagerly seek spiritual gifts by praying and asking God for them, as the eadlg chidlerusalem

did when they prayefli 6 N,d.avd, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak

your word with great boldness. Stretch out your lthio heal and perfornsigns and wonders
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.
meeting was shieen. And they were all?filled with the

Spiritual gifts aravonderful and should be used when we meet to encouradsudddip the
whole local churchbut in a way that is inclisse and edifying to all As Paul say§f Now t o

each one the manifestation of ¢hRaultBegeforei t i s
teachesthdt | f agpeaksine tongue, twioor at the most threé should speak, one at

a time, and someone must interpret €& Two or
shoul d wei gh c ar?¥ fThebift of tonglesacan alisosbe gsediindour @rivate
worshipwi t hout i nt & there i®no amterpretar, thespeaker shinld keep quiet

in the church and speak to himself artd G o d 222 Beyond spiritual giftsJesus commands

his followerstoi d r i v e o #?Pandiireahthesekh?>® We hear thatis followersalso
fianointedma ny si c k p &3blgeleeen eoimmands asiidr @i s e .Bhal deado
of thishappensn the power of the Holy SpiritSuch &ésupernatural &8 mir ac
indicator that th&ingdom of God is coming into our world, since they léakvard to the time

wh e n Gragdotmwill lBe restored in full when Jesus returns, and the physical brokenness

of creation that resulis demoric possession, sickness and even death witidomore?*® So

i n summary ¢

Individual Christians should :
1 Receive and pass on the baptism of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands and
prayer

223 Acts 8: 15 17, see also Matt 3; 11; Mark 1: 8; Luke 3: 16; Luke 24: 49; John 7:3%8 John 14: 16 18,
26; Acts 1: 4i 5, 8; Acts 2: Ti 18, 33, 38; Acts 9: 17 18; Acts 10: 44 47; Acts 19: T 7; 1 Cor 2: 10 16etc.
224 pcts 2: 11 18, see also Joel 2: 289; Mark 16: 17 18; Acts 4: 29 31; Acts 10: 44 47; Acts 19: 6; Roms
12: 67 8; Roms 15: 18 19;1 Cor 1: 7; 1 Cor 1R 14; Hebs 2: 4; James 1: 17; 1 Pet 47 1A etc.

225 Acts 4: 297 31, see also 1 Cdr2: 31; 1 Cor 14: 1, 5, 1213, 39; Eph 1: 17; Col 1: 9; James 1: 5

2261 Cor 12i 14, see also Acts 2: 1418; 1 Pet 4: 10 11; 1 John 4:1 6

2211 Cor 14, see also 1 Thess 5:1121; 1 John 4: 1 6

2281 Cor 14, see alsRoms 8: 26 27; 1 Cor 13: 1

229 Matt 10: 1, 8, see also Mark 3: 145; Mark 6: 7, 13; Mark 9: 3840; Mark 16: 17; Luke 9: 1, 4950; Luke
10: 177 20; John 14: 12; Acts 5: 16; Acts 8: 7; Acts 167 183; Acts 19: 11 12 etc.

230 Luke 10: 9, see also Matt 10: 1, 8; Mark 6: 13; Mark 16: 18; Lukei92,16; Acts 3: I 10, 16; Acts 4: 9
10, 14, 22, 30; Acts 5: 1516; Acts 8: 7; Acts 9: 3P 35; 1 Cor 12: 9, 28 30; James 5: 14 16 etc.

231 Mark 6: 13, see also James 5: 14

232 Matt 10: 8, see also 2 Kings 4: 1B7; 2 Kings 8: 5 6; 2 Kings 13: 21; Matt 9: 28 26; Matt 11: 5Luke 7:
127 15, 22;Luke 8: 49 56; John 11: I 44; John 14: 12; Acts 9: 4042; Acts 20: 9 12 etc.

283 Matt 4: 23; Matt 9: 35; Matt 10: 7 8; Matt 11: 21 5; Matt 12: 247 28; Mark 3: 14i 15; Mark 6: 12 13;
Mark 15: 16i 18;Luke 4: 16i 21; Luke 9: 17 2, 11; Luke 10: 9; Luke 11: 1520 etc.
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1 Seek and pray for spiritual gifts su
Wisdom
Knowledge
Faith
Healing
Miracles
Prophecy
Distinguishing between spirits
Tongues (which can be used for private worship as well as public worship
someone can interpret them)
The interpretation of tongues
Visions
o Dreams
i Use spiritual gifts in local church meetings to build us all up by speaking one at a
sharing prophecies, dreams and visions for the whole chupsiayerfully consider
Cast out demons
Heal the sick
Anoint the sick with oil
Raise the dead

OO O0OO0OO0OO0OOoOOo
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Spiritual warfare and persecution

As we engage in our calling sdvancehe kingdom of Godthe Bibleis very clear thaive

will be entering a&piritual battleagainst real spiritual power&ven though our message ise0

of love, hope and joywe should expect to faoppositioni For our struggl e i
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this

dark world and against the spiritual fores of evil in the heavenly reais. &* This may even

take the form of outright persecution, as Jesus wdinech e y  woulahd pssecuteyeu.

They will handyou overto synagogues anput you in prison and you will be brought before
kings and governors, a n d 23%a Mdst painfully afcalt, dnig n t o f
persecutiorcan sometimesome from fellow Christians, wittingly or otherwises we see in

the life of the early churck® This spiritual and human opposition teridsake the form of
temptation;doubts in ourfaith, our calling or ourselveglivision with others;setbacks and
frustratiors, the fierce opposition of institutions and systeargloutright persecutionlindeed

it is crucial to remember #t when we engage issues of social justice, development and
environment (that we will turn tan the next sectiol, anddealwith political and economic

systems, inequality, power and injustitieere is an important spirii dimension to those
struggles. Thugrayeris crucialas our first (and ongoing) actiam all these areagust as it

was the first pority in Part 2 orEvangelsmandin this Part 3 orDiscipleship

As we have seem¢ Bible teaches that we should be readgpitual attackand not surprised
by it. It also gives us practical ways deal withattack In the face of temptationve are
encouragednot so much to stoically resjdiut to fifleed i to recognise the patterms our

234Eph 6: 10 17, see also Jobil2; Matt 4: 11 11; Matt 6: 13; Matt 16: 23; Luke 22: 3132; 2 Cor 2: 11; 2
Cor 10: 4i 5; Eph 2: 2; Eph 4: 2627; 1 Thess 2: 18; 2 Thess 3: 3; 1 Tim 4: 1; 1 Tim 5: 15; 2 Tim 2: 26 etc.
235 uke 21: 121 19, see also Psalms; Matt 5:11Q2; Matt 10: 17 28; Mark 10: 30; Mark 13: ® 13; Luke 6:
2271 23;John 15: 18 21; Acts; 2 Cor 1: % 10; 1 Thess 3: B4, 7; 2 Thess 1: &4 5 etc.

236 Roms 16: 17 18; 1 Cor 3:3; 1 Cor 6:1.8; 2 Cor 7: 12; 2 Cor 10: 1013: 13; Gal; Phil 4: 2; 1 Tim 1: 37,
1971 20; 1 Tim4: 11 7;1Tim6: 20/ 21; 2 Tim 1: 15; 2 Tim 2: 16 18, 23; 2 Tim 4: 3 4, 10, 14i 16 etc.
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weaknessesand then avoid putting ourselves in positions where we face overwhelming
temptatior?®’ When we experiencgoubtsof all kinds weare encouraged tasteadfill our

minds with positive thingstoi Set your minds on thing%® above
The more we dwell on the pasi, the more positive we willdgthe more on the negative, the

more negative we becom@nepracticalway of doing thiss toworship and praise God in the

face of negative thoughtdn terms of doubting ourselves and our callithgg Bible also gives

practical advice to never care what others think ofarsit is God alone we are serving, not

others As Paul says in the letter to the GalatidhsA m | rymgtavwirt the approval of

human beings or of Gal? Or am Itrying to please peopk If | were still trying to please

people | woul d not b & Wecanalsowamid doubdif ouGdivesiteser . o
compaing ourselves to othersEach of us has a uniqualling,di f f er ent from any
Again inGalatians we are encouragédE a c h o ne s hownactibnst Ehertheyt hei r
can take pride in themselves aloneithout comparing themselvds someneelse, for each

oneshould carry theiro wn | 8°ad. o

When weface sdbacks we are to persevere through tough times, not giving up easilames
sayshConsi der it pandeistgrsavigenevenyou face toidlslofemarsy kinds,

because you know that the testing of yoiaith develops perseverance. Let perseverance

finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, nokiaw g a n y* Ihwe fing . 0
ourselves facingjerce oppositiorirom institutions and systemer evenphysical persecutign

the Bible tells us to love our enemies and turn the other cheeklesus powerfully exhorted

us in the Sermon onthe MoufitYou have hear,d 6tEhyaet fiotrhforayse,s air
tooth. o Baunbt rekist aneVil persgno ki somebskaps youon the right cheek,

turn to themthe othercheekalso. &2 We aretdif or gi ve everyonenowho si
matter how petty or seriopyand as far as it is up to us be reconciled with thEnwe should

alsonot just forgivebuti pr ay f or t h o s e?**andpray forehose i authoriey y o u 0
more widely whether they persecute us orfidtwWe can flee from persecutipas Jesus said

iwhen you are persecut ed.? Fnallp weshquitstacden f | ee
solidarity with fellow Christians where they are persecuted, stipgahem in every possible

way asour family. Thus, speaking of the church Paul sadys f one part suf fer
suf f er s andvthe Hebrsis mrecommended becauseSomet i mes you wer e

2371 Cor 6: 18; 1 Cor 10: 1814; 1 Tim 6: 11; 2 Tim 2: 22, see also Matt 4: 10; Matt 6: 13; Matt 26: 41; Mark
14: 38; Luke 114; Luke 22: 40, 46; 1 Cor 7: 5; 2 Cor 6: 17; Gal 6: 1

238 Col 3: 11 2, see also Roms 8: 6; Roms 12: 2; 2 Cor 10: 5; Eph #:222 Phil 3: 19; Phil 4: 8; Hebs 2: 18
3:1;1Petl:13;1Pet4:7;2Pet3:2

289 Gal 1: 10, see also Matt 6116, 161 18; Matt 22: 16; Matt 23: 5 7; Mark 12: 14, 38 39; Luke 6: 22, 26;
Luke 11: 43; Luke 16: 15; Luke 20: 46; John 5: 44; 1 Cor 4: 3; 1 Thestk @:edc.

240 Gal 6: 4i 5, see also Job 21; Psalm 10; Psalm 73; Luke 18t4 Acts 10: 34 35; Roms 12: 4 8; 1 Cor
12;2 Cor 10: 12 13; Eph 4: 11 12

241 James 1: 2 4, 12, see also Matt 5: 1012; Matt 13: 21; Roms 15:145; 2 Cor 4: & 9, 17; 2 Thess 1: & 5;
2Tim 2: 3, 8 12; Hebs 10: 32 36; Hebs 12: 1 11; James 5: 1011; 1 Pet 4: 12 19; Rev 2: 3 etc.

242 Matt 5: 381 42, see also Lev 19: 18; Prov 12: 16; Prov 20: 22; Prov 25:22t Mark 14: 46 49; Luke 22:
4971 53; John 18: 10 11, 36; Roms 12: 17, 1921; 1 Cor 4: 12 13; Eph 4: 31 32; 1 Thess 5: 15; 1 Pet 3: 9
etc.

243 uke 11: 4, see also Matt 5: 225; Matt 6: 12; Matt 18: 21 35; Mark 11: 25).uke 6: 37;Luke 12: 57/ 59;
Luke 17: 3i 4; Luke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60; Roms 12: 18; 1 Cor 13: 5; 2 Cor: 2: 10; Ephi422632 etc.

244 Matt 5: 44, see alsbuke 6: 28;Luke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60Acts 26: 29;Roms 12: 14

245 uke 23: 34; Acts 7: 60Acts 26: 29; Acts 28: 7 8; 1 Tim 2: 1i 2

246 Matt 10: 23 see also Matt 2: 1323; John 7: Ii 10; Acts 8: 1, 4Acts 9: 23 25, 29i 30; Acts 11: 19; Acts
14:57 6, 197 20; Acts 1757 10, 14; Acts 20: 1,;3Acts 23: 12 35; 2 Cor 11: 32 33
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exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with thoseerdno w
so treated. You sufferedalongi t h t hos#®# Sonnpsummabdy ¢é

Individual Christians should

1 Flee from temptatioravoid putting ourselves in positiongherewe will be tempted and
removeourselves from them when they occur

Choose to dwell on positive things to shape our thinkirthe face of doubts
Choose not to care what others think of us

Choose not to compare ourselves with others

Persevere in tough times

Turn the other cheek and love our enemies

Pray for those who persecute us

Pray for those in authority

Forgive all who wrong us, and as far as it is upgbe reconcild with them
Flee toavoid persecution

Stand in solidarity with fellow Christians where they are persecuted

= A -A8-5_5_9_9_°5_2°_-12-

Social Justice, Development and Environment

As we saw irPart 1, the Bible is very clear thatur perfect world where thégngdom of God
hascomein full, which we araall to work towardswould bea worldwith full social justice,

an end to poverty for aland a restored natural environment. These will be the subjebis of
next threeparts of this repoytwhere we will findthat many of the major actions need to be
taken bythe private sectonational governments and the international community. However,
we as individual Chriginsg and together as the widenurch also have a critical role to play

T both in our own right, and even manreportantly, to influence these big playertndeed in

Part 7 we shall see that we have the nimgtortantrole of all to pressuréhe otheractors to
take the stepsequired We shall therefore considéerethe role we should play in social
justice, development and the environmasfollowers of Jesusvhose faith cannot remain just
personal and privatéut must reach out and have massive impact in the political and public
sphereas well

As individual Christiansand local churchethere are essentially five ways in which we can
engage in social justice, development and the environment, and the Bible encosrages u

active in all of them ¢é
5 actio ns for Christians and churches to tackle
Social Justice, Development and the Environment
1. Prayer
2. Giving
3. Practical action
4. Ethical consumption
5. Speaking out in advocacy

Figure 3.3: Five actions for Christians and churches to tackle social justice,
development and the environment

2471 Cor 12: 25 26; Hebs 10: 33 34, see also Acts 9: 2325, 291 30; Acts 12: 5; Acts 14: 10 20; Acts 19:
307 31; Acts 23: 16 22; Acts 24: 23; Acts 27: 3; Phil 1: 16; 2 Thess 3: 2; 2 Tim T: 18; Hebs 13: 3 etc.
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One: Prayer

First, we shouldpray. In one examplePaul calls for prayer for national authorities that they

might govern juy and ensure sociatability, fil urge, then, first of all, thatpetitions, prayers,
intercession andhanksgiving be made for all peoplefor kings and all those in authority,

that we may | ive peaceful and §uiet |lives 1in

Figure 3.4: Prayer, one of five actions Christians and churches can take to address
social justice, development and the environment

Two: Giving

Secondthe Bible challengs usas followers of Jesu® give radically, living simple lives
keeping only what weequirefor necessities and a few occasional treatsl giving the rest

away. As Jesus challengedus Sel | your possessions and gi ve
for yoursel ves t aadZacohaelslsaidnuhdan lcame t rfollow desyus

ALook, Lord! Here and now | give half of my
anybody out of anything, | #PiRadical pemeyosity ke k f o u

this can literally be the difference between life and death for many in the greatest poverty or
oppression. How can we as Christians justify anything el§é@n we gve, we should try to

2481 Tim 2: 17 2, see also Matt 6: 10; Matt 7i711; Luke 11: 2; Luke 22: 32; John 17i 26; Acts 12: 5 12;
Acts 14: 23; Acts 28: 8; Roms 1:1910; Roms 10: 1; Roms 15: 3(1; 2 Cor 1: 11; Eph 6: 1819; 1 Thess 1:
3; 3John 1: 2 etc.

249 uke 12: 15 34; Luke 19: 8 see also Deut 15: 4f 14; Psalm 37: 21; Prov 11: 2428; Prov 21: 26; Prov
28: 20, 22, 25, 27; Matt 5: 42; Matt 19: RR6; Mark 10: 21i 27; Mark 12: 411 44;Luke 6: 3Q Luke 16: 19
31; Luke 18: 227 27; Luke 21: T 4; Acts 10: 2, 4, 31; 1 Tim 6:1©10, 177 18 etc.
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do sothrough Christian organisations that operate via local churches as much as possible, so
we continue to strengthehd capacity of thelwrch to have impact in thesetical areas.

Where there are no Christian organisations in a specificv@eeshould of course support ron
Christian groups who are still doing important woikis is something that should apply not

just throughout our lives, but also at the efhdur lives where we should aim to pass on only

a reasonable amount to our children, and give as myabsagle away.

Figure 3.5: Giving, one of five actions Christians and churches can take to address
social justice, development and the environment

There are many great Christian and+@hristian organisations we showansider supporting
financially. In the area of social justice: International Justice Mission, Barnabas Fund,
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Open Doors, Release Internationavw(ijm.org,
www.barnabasfund.org WWW.CSW.0rg.uk www.opendoors.org
www.releaseinternational.organd many other Christian organisations work for improved
human rights and religious liberty. Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch
(www.amnesty.orgwww.hrw.org are great secular groups doing the same thing. In the area
of development, you might wish to support Christian Aid, Cafod, Compassion, Tearfund or
World Vision {vww.christianaid.org.uk www.cafod.org.uk www.compassionuk.org
www.tearfund.org www.wvi.org) i all excellent Christian organisations doing great work.
Secular groups such as Action Aid, Oxfam and Save the Childvenv.@ctionaid.org
www.oxfam.org www.savethechildren.netlo similar good work in this critical area. For the
environment, A Rochanwfww.arocha.or)jis a notable Christian organisation, Friends of the
Earth, Greenpeace, the World Wildlife Fund, and local wildlife trugte/.foei.org
www.greenpeace.orgvww.wwi.panda.oryare good secular ones. When it comes to giving,

we should support evangelism and discipleship as well as social justice, development and the
environment. For evangelism, we should consider supporting organisations that have really
demonstrated their dity to help ordinary Christians and churches become involved in
effectively sharing their faith, such as the Alpha Coursenv(.alpha.ordy or Christianity
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Explored (vww.christianityexplored.ong In both evangelism and discipleship, we should also
generously support our own local church. There are of course many other great smaller
organisations in all of these areas. Research and pray to decide which God would like you to
support financially

Three: Practical action

Beyond prayer and giving, the third thing we can do is paketical action, responding with
compassion in immediate practical wagshe situations where we come into direct contact
with people in need We seeGod challengéiis peoplewith this through the prophet Isaiah,

who asks rhetorically what kind of fasting and worship God requiréss it not t o st
food with the hungry and to provide thpoor wanderer with sheltei when you see th

naked, to clothehem, and not to turn away finthaelNewour o
Testamentwe seeltis exemplified in the Good Samaritahoias he travell ed,

the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He wehirtoand bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he ptite man on his own donkey, broughim to

an inn and took care of him. Té next day he took out two denaand gave them to the
innkeeper.6 Loo k af t er andwhanldetuim,d wilsreinnbdrse yau foany extra
expense yo u® fasydirett aractcal action can take a myriad of forms, perhaps
financially supporting extended family membeasgift or loan (witlout interest) to a friend,;
flowers for someone who is feeling lovietting a friend in need live with you for a while
volunteering your time for good causespking a meal for a stressed famibabysitting for
someone who really needs abreak ma ki ng sure we always pay o
practice tax avoidance; or if we are blessed with a family, prayerfully considering having no
more than two children to limit future population growth and the pressures on the planet

One areat is worth pausingtoconsidds e cause we often dieswhént know
we encounter people begging sleeping rough on the streetn most developed nations
homelessness is not simply a problem of lack of money, but usually linked tésstrest, such
asabuse or drug and alcohol addiction. Such problems are not resolved by simply giving.
What would Jesus do instead? Ideally we should stop, buy food and a hot drink for homeless
people we encountgand spend time in conversation with them. However, practically we often

d o trhéve the time to do thfer every person we sed\fter discussing the issue with experts,
Arise advisesthat we show practical love when encountering homeless people by carrying
three thingswith us in our wallets and pursedrirst, the contact telephone numbers for
professional agencidblat can klp homeless peoplget off the streetsin many developed
nations local authorities are obliged to provide housing and multiple other support services.
In the UK you could give out the phone numifeo r S Hvewlv.shelterégy.ukhelpling

0808 800 4444and this websitesww.gov.uk/homelessneselp-from-council both of which

can help thermaccess these services. You can also report the location of people you see sleeping
rough via Street Linkvjww.streetlink.org.uk which will again alert local authorities who can

help them(similar organisations and ames of information exist for other catnes). Second

you can givehomeless peopleouchers or a gift card for food outlets regularly found on the
high-street (try and choose ones whidfeotasty and nutritious food). mally, you can give

a tract explaining something of our faitfhese can be ordered from organisations like the 4
Points  (vww.thed4points.corp  Lifewords  (vww.lifewords.global or  Agape

2501sa 58: 6i 7, 1Q Luke 10: 257 37, see also Prov 22; Hze 18: 7Matt 25: 351 46; Luke 3: 11juke 14: 12
T 14; Acts 9: 36, 39; 2 Cor 1: 4; Gal 61940; 1 Thess 5: 14; James 2:11%7; 1 John 3: 17 etc.
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(www.agape.org.uk or use specific resources like the Jesus at the Door card
(www.jesusatthedoor.com

Figure 3.6: Volunteering and loving our neighbour through practical action, one of
five actions Christians and churches can take to address social justice, development
and the environment

For many of us, one of the mamapportunitiesfor practical actiorin our lives isin applying

our faith throughour jobs and working liveto improvesocial justice, development and the
environment. Most of us will be specifically called to spendntiagority of our time in fult

time paidemployment in one of these arede Bible is full of politicians and civil servants

like Jeseph, Ezra, NehemiamdDaniel;farmers and businessmen like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and Job; judges like Moses, Eli and Samuel; soldiers like Joshua, Gideon angd dbalvid
followers of Jesus from all walks bfe: fishermen, tax collectors, servants, tentmakers, cloth
sellers, tanners, jailers, doctors and lawyéts. Thus today some will be called to be
missionaries and evangelists (evangelismhd some to full time church leadership
(discipleship), but others will be called to be politicians, civil servants, public sector employees,
lawyers, police officers, members of the armed forces or jbstsésocial justice), othexsill

be teacherdshealth professionals, work for thpgivate sector or set up their own businesses
(development)andothers scientists or conservationists (environment). We should take every
opportunity in the roles we hayand the places God has called us, to take practical actions and
decisions which improve social justice, development and the environment.

Four: Ethical consumption
As well as praying, giving and taking practical action, the fourth thing we can do is begin to

shape the global econonwith which we all engagehroughethical consumptiori choosing
to buy more ethically and environmentally sustainably products and servities Bible is

251 Gen 121 50; Exi Josh; Judges 68; Ezra; Nehemiah; Daniéli 6; 1 Sami 2 Chron; Job; Matt 4: 18 22;
Matt 9: 9; Acts 9: 43; Acts 16: 1415; Acts 18: 3; Roms 16: 1011; Col 4: 14; 2 Tim 4: 19; Titus 3: J8c.
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clearaboutthe need for those engaged in business to act fairly, pay their workerangatiot
exploit people othe environment.Thus the Israelites were warnédD oot take advantage

of a hired workerwho is poor amnl needy, whether that worker is a felloigraelite or a
foreigner residng in one of your towns. Pay them thewages eaclday before sunset,
because they are poor and aceo u nt i n gateotine Ningvite® arstrongly condemned
amongother thingsthati You have increased the number of
more numerous than the stars ithe sky, but like locusts they strip the land and then fly
a wa y? & follows therefore, that as Christignse should seek to purchase goods and
services fronrcompanies that try to follow ethical behavioudrhe Ethical Consumerebsite
(www.ethicalconsumer.ojgan help us to identify these. In additibet us pauseriefly to
consider what some of these ethical consumptimices might be.

To help with évelopmentwe should prioritise buyingroductswhich have thd-air Trade
mark (www.fairtrade.org.ukor other known ethical standks which guarantee good incomes
and conditions for businesses and workers in developing natitvisere these are not
available we should buy otheproductsfrom developing nations whemnge can thus still
supporting their economies and helping reduce poveBtyyond thiswherever possibleve
should shoprbm small, local firmsand enterprises, the healthy backbone of any economy,
rather tharlargecompanies, supportingcal development antielping tokeep people out of
poverty nearer to homeWe should buy goods and services from companies that pay a
reasonableLiving Wage (vww.livingwage.org.uk and a fair share of tatagain, similar
organisations and sources of infatmon exist for other countrigs We shouldconsider
divesting our pension and other financial savings from investmamtdthical practices and
fossil fuel industriesand instead invest them @@mpanies with good ethicsiandardsand in
cleanenergy renewable companies. Organisations like Share Agtiow.Ehareaction.olg
canadvise withthis. We should be prepared to pay more for ethical, developing country and
local business goods and services, aivtnis measgiving lessto charity Directly supporting
people and their businesses in this way is more empowering than simply providing aid, and
this isthe kind ofkingdomvalues economy we want to see.

To protectthe eavironment we should switch to a green electricity providike Ecotricity
(www.ecotricity.co.uk or Good Energywww.goodenergy.co.gk(which generates power
from renewables like solar, wind or wav€similar companies exist in other countries.yvé
can afford it we shouldconvert our homes from using gas feating, hot water antboking

to electricity from the same green provid&¥e should reduce our use of batflectricity and
gas for heating, hot water andoking as much as possilbig intentional changes in behaviour,
such aswitching off lightsand unplugging deviceghen not in usewearing warmer clothing
rather than putting the heating on, and ensuring our home is properly insulatedlp with
this we shouldusean energy monitor (available online and from many {stghet shops) to
monitor and identify ways of reducing our energy use at hdmierms otransportwe should
walk or cycleas much as possiblather than using vehicle#. feasible we should use public
transport, car shares or occasionally rent rather than own dfeae do need a cathen if we
can afford it we should buy an electric car which can be charged using green electricity. If
not, and f we do need a traditional gave shouldry and have just one per family. We should
alsobuy a car that isasfuel efficientand low emissioms possible. We should avoid flying,
or do saaslittle as possibleandtry to use trains or boats instead of pland®rewe can After

we have done all this,@vshould offset any fossil fuel emissighat remainfrom either our

252Deut 24: 14 15; Nahum 3: 16, see also Lev 19: 13; Lev 25: 53; Prov 2R:2& Isa 23; Isa 58: 3; Jer 22: 13;
Eze 26/ 28; Hosea 12: 8 9; Mal 3: 5 Matt 10: 10; Luke 10: 7; 1 Tim 5: 18; James 5: 4 etc.
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home or transpartwith an offsetting companyike the Christian organisatignClimate
Stewards Www.climatestewards.ojg that plants trees and implements other offsetting
programmeso absorb emissions.

S R
e SP O
ORI

e .“'.;:

Figure 3.7: Ethical consumption, such as buying products which guarantee good
incomes and  conditions for workers in developing nations, one of five actions
Christians and churches can take to address social justice, development and the
environment

In our diets, we should buy organic food, and meat and other animal products that-are free
range, as much as possible. There is plenty ofanganic food which is produced in ways
which donoét harm the environmentling schehoewe v er ,
buying organic is the only way to be certai
used. Similarly, we should only buy wood products that are sustainably logged, and buy
seconéhand rather than new wherever possible, thus reducingwarall consumption and

driving more funds towards good causes. In terms of what we eat, we should hawbat diet

is based mainlyipon fruit andvegetable (at least a third), and cereal and carbohydrées

leasta third), with a small amount of mealeésthan a sixthand dairy(lessthan a sixthf>3
Furthermore, when we do eat meat, we should try to eat white meat and fish rather than red
meat. We shall see laterfart 6 on the Environmerthat this is how God designed our bodies

to be healthy>* and it isalso good for people and planetducing currently unsustainable

global meat and dairy productionWe should limit food waste as much as possible, and
compost all organic wastdBeyond our dietsye shouldalsoseek to reducall other kinds of

waste from our hongg making a note of every item we put in our bins and then searching

253 The Eatwell Guide National Health Servicewww.nhs.uk/livewell/eatwell/the-eatwellguide Smilar
sources of information exist for other countries

254Gen 1: 29 30; Gen 2: 9, 16 17; Gen 3: 17 23, Gen 9: 2 3, Deut 14: 4 20; Mark 7: 14 19; Roms 14;
1Cor8

70


http://www.climatestewards.org/
http://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/the-eatwell-guide

The Arise Manifesto Part 3: Discipleship

online to see ifttereis a recyclable, r@isable, norwaste alternativeWe stould do all we can
to reduce and eliminate altogether the plastic products we buy, as plastic can only be recycled
a limited number of times before it ends up as waste.

Five: Speaking out in advocacy

Moving on from ethical consumption, the fifth and finahing we cando as individual
Christians towards a more socially just, developed and environmentally sustainablasvorld

to speak out irmdvocacy This means challengiregnd chanimg the policies and actions of

those in power in governments and busindssalong the directiorset out inParts 45 and6

of this reporton Social JusticeDevelopmenand theEnvironment As the book of Proverbs

saysin Speak wup for those who cannot speak for
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend thghts of the poor and the needyand God
challenges us through the words of the Prophet Isaiamst this the kind of fasting | have

chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the epgres

free and break everyyoke®? i f you spend yourselves in beha
needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and gint will become

l i ke the®noonday. 0
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Figure 3.8: Speaking out in advocacy, one of five actions Christians and churches can
take to address social justice, development and the environment

2%5Prov31: 87 9; Isa 58: 6 10, see also Gen 41; Gen 46:1347: 11; Ex 5: 11 12: 32; 2 Sam 7; 2 Sam 12; 1
Kings 1; 1 Kings 17 22; 2 Kings 1i 3; 2 Kings 6: 8 8: 15; Ezra 4 7; Ezra 8: 36; Nehemiahil2; Esther;
Prov 13: 23; Prov 21: 13; Prov 25: 15pP 29: 7; Isa Mal (e.g. Isa 59: 3 4); Dan 1i 6; Matt 10: 18 20; Matt
14: 37 4; Matt 23; Mark 6:17 18; Mark 13: 9 11; Luke 3: 12 14, 19; Luke 11: 42; Luke 12: 1112; Luke
13: 317 32; Luke 21: 13 15; Acts 21: 31 28: 31; Eph 6: 12 etc.
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This can seem overwhelming, and it can be hard to know where to start. There are so many
important groups, working on so many important causes. Arise exists to help make this easy
and manageable. We are a-@tepshop for helping you put your faith mpractice, including
speaking out in advocacy, across the key issues of social justice, development and the
environment. If you sign up with Arise we will send you one weekly action, to help put these
five ways of acting (including speaking out in adwganto practice in your life one step at a

time (www.ariseuk.org/sigtup). Will you commit to taking just one action a week to help
change our world?

Church -wide action

Our churches shoulalsotake the same fivBiblical actions at a corporate level his means
facilitating corporate church prayer, giving, practical action, ethical consumption and advocacy
for social justice, development and the environment. The practical action we take together as
a church might be foodbanks, debt counselling, ratiation in areas of confli¢ior other ways

of meeting the immediate needs of our community together as a chtiregardgo ethical
consumptio, our churches shoulcthodel the same practices we considered abavehe
products and services they buy for their use. Intamidto these five actions, théwurch can

go furtherand ensure that it is teaching us as individual Christians that taking radical action
through prayer, giving, practical action, ethical consumption and advocacy on social justice,
development and the environment is an integral part of our faith.

Furthermoreas we have seemost of uswill be specifically called to spel themajority of

our time in full-time employment in one ahese areas Thus some will be called to be
missionaries and evangelists (evangelism), and some to full time church leadership
(discipleship), but others will be called to be politicians, civil servants, public sector employees,
lawyers, police officers, memberstbe armed forces or journalists (social justice), others will

be teachers, health professionals, work for the private sector or set up their own businesses
(development), and others scientists arsgyvationists (environmentJhese are all legitimate
fields of calling and ministryand the church should teach this amtourage its members to
consider themandaffirm, celebrate and support members who are called into tiiéemeed
Christians in all thesareas, living out their faith, advanci@®o dkingdom,andshaping and
influencing the wdd aroundus. So6 n s ummary ¢é

Individual Christian should
1 One: Pray
1 Two: Give radically
o Giveall our incomeexcept what we need for necessities and a few occasiq
treats and livesimple lives
o Givethrough Christian organisations that operate via local churches where
possible
o Only pass on a reasonable amount to our children when we die, giving mg
away
1 Three: Take direct practical action to meet the needs of the people we come into
contact with and our local environmenh amyriad of handsn ways, includingé
o Financially support extended family members in need
o Al ways pay our taxes in full and
o If we are blessed with a familprayerfully considering having no more than
two children to limit future population growth and the pressures on the pla
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o
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D o njéstwalk past homeless peopbeit give them contact detaifer local
authorities that can help get them off the street, food vouchers fostnegt
food outletsand tracts (Carry these around with us)

Take every opportunity in tHebswe have whether it be politicians, civil
servants, public sector employees, lawyers, police officers, members of th
armed forces, jamalists etc. (social justice), teachers, health professionals
private sectoemployeesentrepreneurstc. (development), scientists,
conservations etc. (environmerit) take practical actions and decisions whig
improve social justice, development and the environment.

1 Four: Consume ethically in the products and services we buy

Buy products with known ethical standards vever possible, thus supporting
development in poor nations

Where these are not availajbety other products from the ddeping world,
still supporting @velopment in poor nations

Buy from small, local firms for everything else, thus helping keep people o
povery near to home by supporting small and medimteprises, the healthy
backbone of any economy

Buy goods and services from companies that p@asonabléiving Wage
wherevelpossible

Buy goods and services from companies that gfayr ahare of taxvherever
possible

Divest our pensions and other financial savings from investment in unethig
practices and fossil fuel industrjesd instead invest them in companies witl
good ethicaktandardsnd in green energy renewable companies

Switch to a green electricity provider

Convert our bmes from using gas for heating, hot water emoking to
electricity from the same green provider (if we can afford it)

Reduce our use of electricignd gasas much as possible througttions such
asswitching off lightsand unplugging deviceshen not in useyearing
warmer clothing rather than putting the heating on, and ensuwinigome is
properly insulated

Usean energy monitor to help identify ways oflueing our energy use at
home

Walk or cycle rather than using other vehicMd®erepossible

Use public transport, car shares or occasionally rent a car rather than own
one but if we do need a car we sh
Buy an electric car which can be charged using green electricity (if we can
afford it)

Reduce to just one car per family

Buy asfuel efficient and low emissiorcar as possible

Reduce our flights as much as possible

Use trains or boats instead of plamdsere possible

Offset any fossil fuel emissions we have from either our hont@weelwith an
offsetting company that can plant trees to absorledésalent amount of
emissions we have made

Buy organic foogdmeat and other animal products that are-feege, as much
as possible

Only buy wood products tharesustainably logged

Buy seconehand rather than newhegrever possible, reducing ogensumption
and driving more funds towards good causes
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o Have a healthy dighat is based upon mainiuit andvegetabls (at least a
third), and cereaand carbohydratgst least third), with a small amount of
meat (essthan a sixthand dairy(lessthan a sixth)and eating white meat and
fish rather than red meat wherever possible

o Reduce and eliminate buying plastic produassplastic can only be recycled
limited number of tines before it ends up as waste

o Reduce waste from our homes as much as possible, making a note of eve
we put in our binsthen searching online to seehkte is a recyclable,re
usable, nofwaste alternative. This should indkicomposting all organic
waste

i Five: Advocate to those in power to take action on social justice, development an
environmeng

o0 Sign up to speak out in advocacy on the major social justice, development
environment issues once a week with Arisev(v.ariseuk.org/sigiup)

The ¢ hurch should

1 One: Pray

1 Two: Give radically

1 Three: Take direct practical action to meet the needs of the peaplelocal
communitiesand our local environment inmayriad ofhandson ways

1 Four:Modelthe samesthical consumptiom the products and serviceuys as outlined
for individual Christians above

1 Five: Advocate to those in power to take actiorsoaial justice, development and
environment

1 Teach that all Christians should pray, give, take practical action, consume ethically|and
advocate for social justice, development andironment

1 Teach that most of us will be specifically called to spendrthrity of our time in fult
time enployment in one of these areas politicians, civil servants, public sector
employees, lawyers, police officers, members of the armed forcesalists etc. (social
justice), teachers, health professionals, private seatpioyeesentrepreneurstc.
(development), scientists, conservations etc. (environgrard)affirm, celebrate and
supportChristianscalled into these reb

Leadership and unity in the church

We are now beginning to move beyond the lessons we can learn from the Bible for our
discipleship as individual Christia andto consider whaive can learn fronthe Bibleabout

how our churcheshouldoperateas organisationsSaq, in this final section weexaminethe

lessons in thélew Testamemtelating toleadershigand unityin the fledgling early churchin

each individual churgteldersrather than an individual ministevere appointedvho together

ran the church and were in charge of evangelism and its spiritual diredlars, as they
travelled we hear howi P a u | and Barnabas appointed el der
with prayer and f ast i ngandlatahowHadl instrutts Tithsee m t o t
Aappoi nt el de r?¥ Under the \eldersgeaconsvera r@sponsible for the
administratiorand practical functions of the churcWe see this modelled in the early church

in Jerusalem where the practicalities of providing food for poor widows was becoming a huge

256 Acts 14: 23; Titudl: 5, see also Acts 1: 1526; Acts 15: 1i 33; Acts 20: 17, 28; Acts 21: 1726; 1 Cor 12:
2871 29; Eph 4: 11; Phil 1: 1; 1 Tim 3:1113; 1 Tim 5: 17; | Pet 5: 1 4; 2 John 1: 1; 3 John 1: 1 etc.
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task and causing contentiahereforethe apostles decidegdl t woul d not be ri
neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothemsl sisters

choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We

will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry

of t h e?"Wieerowkrsight of whole groups of individual churches appears to have been

the responsibilityof the gostle who founded thenand this can probably belse compared

with the role of a ishoptoday. Thus in the second letter to the CorinthiaRawul speaks about

the authority he has over that churdthaut hor ity the Lord gave me
for tear i n’y Ingeequmod af thenlettérs in the New Testament are from those in
authority over groups of different local churchestten to encourage, instruct and teach them

from afar. Major decisions fiecting the whole body of théharch seem tbave been made by

a council of apostles andders in Jerusalem, which today would probably best fit the model

of global church councilsvhere bishops make corporate decisions led by the Holy Spirit.

Thus following one such major decisipwe hear how as Paul and his companiortisr av el | e d
from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in
Jerusal em f or tahdeneacktowil teh e op eodbpelyed r ead it an
encouraging® message. 0

At every leve] those in church leadership were to be servant leaders, whose whole approach
should beo serve, equip and release their congregations to go and change theas/dddus

saidi The kings of the Gentiles |l ord it over th
greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who

s e r v?® geaders in the church were to be mature in their;ftiy i mu rsot be a recent

c o n v.8rThey were to hold tdisound doctrin® 2°2 and modek goodpersonal attitude

and integrityto those they lego thattheymighfi | n ever yt hi ng set them &
what is goodd 2% They were to besomeondi wh o s e ¢ h i bnd arenotoperetd thee v e
charge of being wild and disobediagnt®* as evidence of their ability to lead othevsll,

including leading othermto faith. They were to batested before being allowed to serve as

leaders’®® Full time church leaders could be financially supported by the church to enable

them to dedicate themselves to the rileghey wantedtohei f or t he wor ker i s
k e e % la the event of any problems with leaders, accusations against them were to be
fibrought by two or three witness&$®’ If they had seriously sinnethen Paul instruetdthose

in authority in the churchthdte | der s who are sinning you are
This enabed them t@ublicly repentbe forgiven andfor the issudo beaddressed so thdte

257 Acts 6: 1i 6, see alsd Cor 12: 28 29; Eph 4: 11 Phil 1: 1 1 Tim 3: 11 13

2582 Cor 13: 10, see also 2 Cor 10i 81 and much of the rest of Romslude; Acts 11: 1 24; Acts 15:Acts
16: 4 Acts 20: 16" 38

259 Acts 16: 4 Acts 15: 1i 33, see also Acts 11:1124; Acts 21: 17 26; Gal 1: 1819; Gal 2: 11 10

260 Luke 22: 24i 30, see also 1 Kings 12: 7; Matt 18:%; Matt 20: 25/ 28; Matt 23: Il 12; Mark 9: 33 35;
Mark 10: 42i 45;1 Cor 4: 7 13;2 Cor 13: 10; Phil 2: 58; 1 Tim 3: 11 13; 1 Pet5: 1 4 etc.

2611 Tim 3: 6

262 Tjtus 1: 9 see also 1 Tim 4: 16; Titus 2: 1

263 Titus 2: 77 8, see also 1 Cor 4: 16; Phil 3: Z/Thess 3: 7, 9 Tim 3: 17 13; 1 Tim 4: 12; Titus 1: 6 9; 1
Pet5: 11 4

264 Tjtus 1: § see also 1 Tim 3: 45, 12

2651 Tim 3: 10, see also 1 John 4: 1; Rev 2: 2

266 Matt 10: 9i 11, see also Mark 6:1810; Luke 8: 3; Luke 9: B 4; Luke 10: 4 7; Acts 18:5; 1 Cor 9: 1. 18;
2Cor11:7 9;1Thess2:69;2Thess 3:79; 1 Tim5: 17 18; 3 John 1: 7 8 etc.

2671 Tim 5: 19
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church could move off® Of coursewe have already seen that we should b&§tianhd law
abiding?’®hencethis process is i@substitute for reporting any serious abuse or law breaking
by leaders or church membeaosthe policewithout covering itup.

Again and againthe New Testament writers stress the importance of the pursuit of unity in

local churches and across the whole global churcltome before all elseeXceptserious

heretical teachingelating tothe theological core of theogpe). Thus Jesus saidi A n e w
command | give to you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you muesblee another.

By thiseveryonewill know that you are my digples, if you love one anotherand Paul wrote

Al appeal t andsstersin thdmametohoarrLard Jesus Christ, that all of you

agree with one anothein what you say andhat there be no divisionsraong you but that

yoube perfectly unit ed Fdrus today this means dorking togetgeh t . o
in unity across all the major Christian denominations and traditions: Protestant, Catholic and
Orthodox. Paul warns useveral timego avoidindulging in inward looking and divisive
arguments over minor theological poingnd to instead be unified and outward facing in
pursuing t he cablvancahdkingdonmof God in thewotldo Thuwe are to
Aavoid foolish controversies and geneal ogi e
because these are wWhprofitable and useless. 0

Within a local church context, individual believers are to sort out their disagreements and be
reconciled?’® We can do this by first privately discussing our disagreements frankly, but with

love and grace, as Jesus instructed, f  y o u or sidter sin$gb @ndpoint out theirfault,

just bet ween 2% Iif that doeso'tresolize the dssughén as with accusations

against elders, we should néxt ake one or two others along,
established by the testimony of two or three witnesBe$® However,fi ithey still refuseto

| i sthennnéxtit el | it t26 Finalyef ittidy refusedito listen even to the

church, treatthem as you woul d a pizdgemut o ywurtfelooshipol | ect
the man who has been doirtg h i2’¢ Bhis lastinstruction toexpel the unrepentant individual

from the church seems harstat first, but this is after multiple paht and reasonable
opportunities have been given for an individualgctify their behaviour. Ultimately, unity is
preserved by cdronting, not ignoringpersistent bad behaviquvhichi s n 6t f air on o
undermires the church.

2681 Tim 5: 2Q see also Gal 2: 11114

269152 58 67 10; Luke 4: 18; Matt 23: 23; Mark 12: 40; Luke 20: 47, see also Psalmi82; Brov 13: 23; Prov
31:81 9;lsal: 1% 17;lsa2: 2 4;1sa59: I 16; Jer 7: 1 11; Amos 5; Micah 4: 1 4; Micah 6: 8; Matt 12:
1771 21; Matt 21: 12 13; Mark 11: 15 17; Luke 11: 42; Luke 18: 7 8; Luke 19: 45 46; James 1: 27 etc.
210 Tjtus 3: 1, see also Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Daniel; Matt 17:274 Matt 22: 16 21; Matt 23: 2 3; Mark
12: 147 17; Luke 3: 12 13; Luke 20: 21 25; Acts 23: 5; Roms 13:117; 1 Pet 2: 13 14, 17 etc.

271John 13: 34 35; 1 Cor 1: 10 13, see also John 17: 11, 223; Acts 4: 32; Roms 12:148, 16; Roms 15: 5
17;1Cor3:3 9;1Cor11:18 22;1 Cor 12: 12 31; 2 Cor 12: 20; Eph 4: 3, 13, 16, 25; Phil 2: 2 etc.
272Tjtus 3: 91 10, see also 1 Tim 1:134; 1 Tim 6: 3i 4, 20; 2 Tim 2: 14, 23 26

273 Lev 19: 17; Matt 5: 21 26; Matt 18: 15 17; Luke 12: 58 59; Luke 17: 3 4; 1 Cor 1: 1Q 13; 1 Cor 3: 3
1 9;1Cor6: 11 8; Eph 4: 2627, 301 32; Col 3: 12 14; Titus 3: 10; James 3: 1318 etc.

24 Matt 18: 15, see aldeev 19: 17 Matt 5: 217 26; Luke 12: 58 59; Luke 17: 3; Eph 4: 26; 2 Thess 3: T&us
3:10

275 Matt 18. 16 see also Deut 19: 130hn 8: 171 Cor 6: 1i 5;2 Cor 13: 1; 1 Tim 5: 19; Titus 3: 10

276 Matt 18. 17, see also Gal 2: 11114; 1 Tim 5: 2Q Titus 3: 10

2" Matt 18. 171 Cor 5 see als@ Thess 3: 614;Titus 3: 10
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Figure 3.9: We should vigorously pursue unity across all churches and denominations
that accept the core principles of the Christian faith

Finally, as we saw when we considegdurch ife, in the Bible,local churches organised

support for their ulnerable members that could not be supported bydhgirfamilies Aswe

read in the early church in Jerusaléitiere were no needy persons among them. For from

time to tme those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales

and putitattheap o st | e s 6 wds distributed @ angoneé wHo a d  n % & kis. waxs

true not only within the local churghbut across the church globally, so churches supported

each other when in nee@or examplewe hear how the churchesinMacedoni a and A,
were pleased to make a contribotn f or t he poor amongetrhuns al @ m
279 However the church wasotto support those whoould be supported by their familjes

who were not genuinely in neelut taking advantagefFor example, they were tofdl f any
woman who is a éliever has widows in her cayshe should help them and not let the church

be burdened with them, so that the church cz¢
20S50in summary é

The ¢ hurch should

1 Appoint a group of elders to lead local churches

1 Appoint deacons under these elders to manage the practical running of the local church
1 Ensure groups of t@l churches are overseen byishbp or equivalent

1 Make majordecisions affecting the wholdégrch @ a gathering of theishops

278 Acts 4: 321 35, see also Matt 10: 42; Matt 25: B#6; Mark 9: 41; Acts 2: 44 45; Acts 6: 11 6; Roms 12:
13; Gal 6: 9 10; 1 Tim 5: 3 16; Hebs 6: 10; James 2: 197; 1 Pet 4: 9; 1 John 3: 17 eftc.

29Roms 15: 25 28, see also Matt 25: 3146; Mark 10: 28 30; Luke 18: 28 30; Acts 11: 27 30; Roms 12:
13;1 Cor 16: Ii 4;2 Cor 8 9; Gal 6: 9 10; Hebs 6: 10; James 2: 14.7; 1 John 3: 1étc.

2801 Tim 5: 37 16, see also 1 Thess 4: 1112; 2 Thess 3: 6 15
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